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Aboriginal Bishop of Canada Mark MacDonald, Bishop Lydia Mamakwa of Mishamikoweesh, and 
Bishop Anne Germond of Algoma pose for a photo op at the annual First Nations Christmas Service 
hosted by St. Paul’s last Sunday.  [Bishop Anne is wearing the Anglican silk scarf because she gave 

Bishop Lydia her mitre to wear.]  3 of a kind and a full house! 
 

“Ambassadors For Christ”  ~    2 Corinthians 5: 20 
  

  
A "Grace Note" from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 

 
“Jesus came to usher peace into our lives and the world.”  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 
A Note From Bishop Anne  
Here’s a photo of Bishop Anne and 
the Confirmands at their ‘get to 
know you’ dinner last Friday at my 
house.  The photo of Bishop Anne and 
myself was taken at the Feast 
following the First Nations Christmas 
Service last Sunday at St. Paul’s.   
 
Bishop Anne sent us this beautiful 
email this morning: 
 
Subject:  Gratitude 
 
Dearest Deborah,  
 
I realize that a mailed card is not 
going to reach Thunder Bay in good 
enough time, so in the meantime I 
hope you will pass along my thanks 
to the people of your parish for the 
warm welcome and the genuine feel 
of Christ’s presence at St. Paul’s.  I 
experienced this in our time of 
worship together, in the fellowship 
and meeting with the candidates the 
evening before confirmation, but also 
in the small acts of kindness that I 
witnessed between members of the 
congregation and the faithful work 
that happens behind the scenes.  
 
God is truly at work in your midst and 
is doing a great thing.  I am blessed to be the bishop of such a wonderful congregation and count 
myself an ambassador for Christ. 
 
I love the beautiful print you gifted me and it is up in my study at Bishophurst where I walk past 
it and smile several times a day. 
 
Thank you also for the very generous donation to my discretionary fund - it will be well used. 
 
In the love of Christ, 
 
 +Anne 
 
Bishop Anne’s FaceBook Post  
You may have seen this post and photo 
from Bishop Anne on FaceBook: 
 
“There are always willing hands and 
joyful hearts at St. Paul’s doing the 
Lord’s work.  It was great to be with you 
this weekend  ~  thank you for being 
ambassadors for Christ.” 
 
Editor’s Note:  Bishop Anne took this 
picture after the dinner following last 
Saturday’s Confirmation.  It was lovely to 
have so many stay to ‘fold and stuff’ the 
Rector’s Christmas letter, even after 
cooking and clearing the hall.  [You can tell someone’s excited to have the extra help . . .] 
 



Our New Organ Has Arrived!    
You will hear it for the very first time at our 7 pm and 11 pm Christmas Eve Services.  Or you might 
be fortunate enough to hear our Music Director Sean practise during the week before Christmas.   
 
Ring Out Your Support!  
St. Paul’s is in charge of the Salvation Army Christmas Kettle at Intercity (beside Santa) on 
Monday, December 18.  May God bless the ministry of the Salvation Army. 
 
A Grace Note Of Thanks To:  

 all who made Bishop Anne’s visit to St. Paul’s so very special.  Bishop Anne was touched by the 
care and love of the people and she also noticed how we are taking good care of the church 
building.  She celebrates all our plans ~ new organ, new flooring, new carpet.  

 our Confirmands and their Mentors.  All 5 (Supriya, Jasmine, Piper, Evan, and Wilhemina) 
wrote a beautiful letter to the Bishop.  The letters express their love of God and where God is 
calling them as they continue on with their faith journeys.  The letters were put on the altar 
after each person was confirmed and now the letters have been placed in a special file that the 
Bishop is keeping in the Sault.  

 all who filled a shoebox with Christmas gifts for a child.  The boxes are being shipped up to 
Kingfisher Lake in the Anglican Diocese of Mishamikoweesh.  Bishop Lydia Mamakwa is 
thrilled!  We will be sending up more shoeboxes next week so there is still time for you to get 
yours to the church BY SUNDAY.   

  
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
2.   A ‘Dramatic’ Grace Note Of Thanks: 
 
Regarding “A Christmas Carol”  ~  On behalf of Daniel Klein and myself, I wish to thank all 
participants in our production of Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol.”  Also, thanks to all who came!  
Thanks to the kitchen staff and cooks and bakers of the delicious post-production goodies.  We raised 
over $630 for the new organ.  “God bless us everyone!”  ~ Jouni Kraft, Co-Producer 

  
3.   Weekly ‘Servant Heart’ Workout  ~   ! 
 
Please remember your FOOD DONATIONS for “Blessings In A Backpack.”  We will continue to collect 
food specifically for kids at risk of going hungry until the end of December.  Let’s keep the white 
bins at the church entrance filled with the items most needed to fill backpacks.  Thank You!  

  KID’S CANNED PASTA     CANNED SOUP 
  GRANOLA BARS [NUT FREE]    CUP SOUP / NOODLES 
  FRUIT / PUDDING CUPS     TUNA 
  INSTANT OATMEAL PKGS     ‘ FUNSIZE’ SINGLE PACK CEREALS 

  
4.   Anglican Church Calendars ON SALE NOW  ~ 
 
They’re finally here!  Get your Church Calendars 
from our Youth Group after the Saturday & 10am 
Sunday Services.  Our Youth are selling A LIMITED 
NUMBER for $10, with $5 from the sale of each 
calendar going to support Clay 2018.  Make great 
stocking stuffers . . .  Get yours before they’re 
gone!  Contact Jen @ snowdenjen@gmail.com 

  
5.    ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, & EPIPHANY 
                   “Events In Faith” 
 
Men’s Breakfast THIS SATURDAY DEC 16, 8:30am.  
Great hot breakfast and Guest Speaker on local hot 
topic!  All men welcome.  Freewill Offering.  

$10 



 
LAST DAY for Christmas Flower & Music Memorials SUN DEC 17.  Envelopes are on the back tables.  
PRINT CLEARLY,  enclose donation [FLOWERS payable to Altar Guild ], and place in Offering Bowl.  
 
‘BlessYou’ Boxes  DUE THIS SUNDAY DECEMBER 17.  Call Laurie @ 707-3048 if you forget yours! 
 
Rotary Carol Sing THIS SUNDAY DECEMBER 17, 7pm.  Food & $ for Christmas Cheer. 
 
MAKE LOTS OF ICE BLOCKS!!! so children can build Ice Altar SUNDAY DECEMBER 31! 
 
Bring In Your Canadian Tire Money $ and help us fit out our new Café. 
Fill the jar at back. 
 
REGISTER TODAY for “PAINT NIGHT” Fundraiser for CLAY 2018   Bring out 
your inner artist and help us send as many youth to CLAY as we can, at no 
cost to them.  Paint Night is Sunday February 11, 6-8pm.  IF WE DON’T 
GET ENOUGH REGISTRATIONS, THIS EVENT WON’T HAPPEN!!   For info & to 
register, please go to: https://www.paintnite.com/events/purple-tree-in-
moonlight-at-fundraiser-event-st-pauls-anglican-church-10034337 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea991eef4fb13d1628e72f538&id=a32961defc&e=a62ea356ac
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6.    My Sermon from last Sunday December 10, 2017, ‘2nd Sunday of Advent’  ~  “Peace” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the Prince of Peace, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Today is the Sunday when we pray for peace and when we light our 2nd Advent candle for peace.  And 
yet, we don’t seem any closer to peace than when the Prince of Peace came 2,000 years ago. 
 
As Christians, we are all shocked by the renewed conflict in Israel due to President Trump’s 
declaration that Jerusalem is to be the capital city of Israel.  It makes me very sad to see conflict in 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.  Israeli forces have clashed with Palestinian protesters.  Violence, 
tear gas, confrontation.  This does not sound like peace. 
 
What can we do?  Do we sit back and say nothing?  Do nothing?  I believe that each and every one of us 
must act.  Right here.  Right now in our home community. 
   
Just Thursday afternoon, a man attacked a couple from Colombia, called them terrorists and used a 
baseball bat to hit the man.  This happened in Ontario, in southwestern Ontario, in St. Thomas.  The 
couple and their son have lived in Canada for nearly 2 decades. 
 
This sure doesn’t sound like peace, does it? 
 
Where do we begin?  We begin by imitating John the Baptist.  Not by his dress.  John dressed in 
camel’s hair.  That is how the prophet Elijah also dressed.  Not by his diet.  John ate bugs and honey.  
Not by living in the wilderness. 
 
But by his discernment and his humility.  John had many followers but he was not out to build an 
empire.  His job and his only job was to identify the Messiah and point people to Christ.  In fact, this 
job was so important and so essential to Christianity that Mark begins his gospel with the proclamation 
of John the Baptist.  Not with the birth of Jesus.  Not with the story of Mary.  Not with shepherds or 
with angels. 
 
It takes a very special person to point to someone else, to encourage followers to leave and to 
become a disciple of another person.  And yet that is exactly what John did.  Mark begins his gospel 
by quoting from the book of the prophet Isaiah: 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you . . .  Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
(from Mark 1:1-3) 

 
That messenger is John.  John proclaims that the one who is coming is more powerful than him, and 
that he is not “worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.” 
 
After John baptizes Jesus, he encourages his followers to leave him and to follow the Lamb of God.  
That takes a mature person, a person who is confident in God and confident in himself to realize that 
he is part of God’s plan.  His mission has been to use his wisdom and his discernment to point people 
to Jesus. 
   

There he is.  That’s Jesus.  You see that man walking over there?  He is the real thing. 
He is the Lamb of God. 

   
And they followed Jesus. 
 
In this unsettled world of conflict, fear, war, and racism, that is what you and I must do.  Be a 
messenger.  Just like John the Baptist, and point people to Jesus.  Be a witness of the gospel and 
point people to Jesus.  Show God’s love and point people to Jesus. 
 
We try to give our 8 month old puppy Wally a daily run.  We like to go to the bluffs near Boulevard 
Lake.  We know that we must arrive by 5 pm at the latest.  There is a circular trail that takes us about 
30 minutes to walk.  At this time of year in Thunder Bay, darkness comes quickly.  There is only about 
10 minutes of twilight and then the darkness descends.  We know that we must be back at our car by 
5:40 pm or else we will be walking in the dark on a woodsy trail.  
  
There is a story of a wise old Rabbi who taught by asking questions.  He asked, ‘How can a person tell 
when darkness ends and the day begins?”  After thinking for a moment, one student replied, “It is when 
there is enough light to see an animal in the distance and be able to tell if it is a dog or a cat.”  Another 
student answered, ‘It is when there is enough light to see a tree, and tell if it is a spruce or a balsam.” 



The old Rabbi gently said, ‘No, It is when you can look into a person’s face and recognize him as your 
brother or sister.  For if you cannot recognize in another’s face the face of your brother or sister, 
the darkness has not yet begun to lift, and the light has not yet come.” 
  
I officiated at a funeral on Friday at Jenkens.  The man who died was only 25 years old and his name 
is Jarrett.  The family has faith and many members of his family attend St. Paul’s.  His cousin is a 
young child.  During the service while family members were singing I sat in the front pew at the 
chapel in Jenkens.  This little girl tapped me on the shoulder.  I turned around and there was her 
solemn face with 2 tears moving down her cheeks.  She asked me 2 questions:  

1. “Why did Jarrett die?”  I told her that I did not know but I do know this:  His soul is safe 
  in the arms of Jesus.  

2. She then asked me this question. “What does Jesus look like?”  I told her that Jesus looks 
just like her.  I pointed out a couple of other people around her and said Jesus looks just 
like them too.  I went on to say that Jesus lives in our hearts.  She nodded solemnly. 

 
That is what peace looks like.  When we recognize another person as our brother or sister, when we 
see Christ in another person, we cannot attack them with a baseball bat or with tear gas or with 
words.  All we can do is honour them and love them. 
 
This is where peace begins.  With you and with me.  Right here and right now. 
 
In our service, we will soon be sharing ‘The Peace.’  Say it with all of your heart.  Say it as a 
messenger.  Say it as a witness.  Say it with the intensity and with the passion of John the Baptist.  
Say it as an important message that you must say and you must live. 
 
Peace.  
  
In the name of the Prince of Peace.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
7.    My Sermon from last Sunday December 3, 2017, ‘1st Sunday of Advent’  ~  “Keep Awake!” 
 

O Lord, on this 1st Sunday of Advent, may you be the light that carries us out of darkness. 
In the name of our Saviour Jesus.  Amen. 

 
Our 4 children are all grown up and in their 30’s but I still remember what it was like to have to stay 
awake when they were little.  I had to stay awake when they were infants and I was breast feeding 
them.  I had to stay awake when they were sick and suffering from a fever or stomach flu.  I had to 
stay awake when they woke up with a bad dream.   
 
Years later I can still remember how hard it was to stay awake.  I know people who can’t stay awake 
in a movie theatre or on an airplane.  Now, not too many people at St. Paul’s fall asleep during a 
church service.  I hope that is a good thing! 
 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent and we are praying for HOPE.  As we are baptizing Everlea and 
Supriya at the 10:00 am service, and as we are lighting the Advent candle at the beginning of the 
service,  I don’t want to preach for too long.  I know that the most meaningful part of the 10:00 am 
service will be the ‘Faith Testimony’ to be read by Supriya and the Letters of Blessing to be read by 
Everlea’s parents and by Supriya’s sponsors. 
   
My husband told me that my sermon should go like this:  “I hope that you believe in Christ, and I 
pray that you will be filled with HOPE.  Amen.” 
 
We are beginning a new church year, and we are focusing on the gospel according to St. Mark.  Jesus 
is speaking to his disciples after coming out of the temple in Jerusalem.  He predicts the destruction 
of the temple which does occur by the Roman occupiers about 40 years after the resurrection. 
 
Jesus tells a parable of a man who goes on a trip and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch, 
to keep awake for his return.  Jesus goes on to say that the master might return any time.  We listen 
to the parable and we know that it is an impossible task.  How can we stay awake 24 hours a day 
waiting for God to break into our lives and into our hearts?  Don’t we need to rest, to sleep, to eat, to 
work, to take care of children or elderly parents? 
 



That is the essence of the parable.  Are we ever completely prepared for Christ entering into our 
brokenness, into our pain, into our worries, into our suffering, into our joys, into our happiness, into 
our longing? 
 
The gift of Advent, the gift of the coming of Christ into our hearts, the gift of the 2nd coming of Christ 
to our broken world, is the Gift of HOPE.  God will come and God will continue to bless us with hope. 
   
I visited a young man in his 20’s this past week.  This young man is very sick and is in the ICU.  The 
doctors told his mother that he has a 1% chance of pulling through.  With a kind and loving voice, his 
mother and I spoke together.  Her Christian faith has blessed her with hope, not with bitterness or 
anger (not ‘Why him?’) or frustration at the medical community, but hope.  Hope in the goodness of 
God, Hope that in the words of the prophet Isaiah, “We are all the work of God’s hand.”  (Isaiah 64:8) 
   
Hope that God can work with the 1%.  Hope that whatever happens, her son is in the hands of the 
Lord.  This young man is lying in the ICU with a beautiful cross on his pillow right beside his head.  I 
am praying for a miracle but whatever happens his mother has HOPE which will transcend her pain 
and bless her with peace. 
 
Advent begins not with a joyful celebration but with a reminder of the our fears and our worries and 
our loneliness and our desolation.  We pray to be restored.  We pray to be saved.  We pray for hope. 
I pray that as Everlea and Supriya are both being baptized on the first Sunday of Advent that they will 
each be blessed with hope, hope that will sustain them all the days of their lives.  I pray that God will 
use them to bring hope to others.  I think it is already happening, as both of them have already 
blessed me with hope. 
 
This following story is not a message of Christian hope:  

There once was an Illinois man who left the snow-filled streets of Chicago for a vacation in 
Florida. His wife was on a business trip and was planning to meet him there the next day.  When 
he reached his hotel, he decided to send his wife a quick e-mail.  Unable to find the scrap of paper 
on which he had written her e-mail address, he did his best to type it in from memory. 
  
Unfortunately, he missed one letter, and his note was directed instead to an elderly preacher's 
wife, whose husband had passed away only the day before.  When the grieving widow checked her 
e-mail, she took one look at the monitor, let out a piercing scream, and fainted to the floor. 
  
At the sound, her family rushed into the room and saw this note on the screen: 

  
“Dearest Wife, 
  
Just got checked in.  Everything prepared for your arrival tomorrow.  
Signed, Your eternally loving Husband.  
“ 
P.S.:  Sure is hot down here." 

 
I want to share with you a typical inscription on a grave in Paul’s day:   

I was not.  I became.  I am not.  I care not. 
 
I am starting to hear the above sentiment creeping into our secular society today.  I do not find the 
above to be a message of hope. 
 
Jesus tells us to keep awake and we do so as people of hope.  As Christians, we believe that our life 
has meaning, that we receive our salvation through faith in Christ, that our eternal life begins when 
we stay awake and that our life continues in the light beyond this life. 
 
I am going to close with Jouni’s message for this first week of Advent;  

I hope that you believe in Christ, and I pray that you will be filled with HOPE.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
8.    Scriptures for this Sunday December 17th , ‘The Third Sunday of Advent’  ~  JOY 
 

 Rectors' Note:   This Sunday, the 3rd Sunday of Advent is known as “Gaudete Sunday” which 
means REJOICE!!  We move from the Advent colour of blue to PINK (my 
favourite colour!) and we rejoice as we thank God for the gift of Christ to be 
born anew in our hearts.   



  At the 10:00 am Service, we will having our annual service of Lessons & Carols 
  and our Children’s Christmas Pageant. 

 
Come and listen to the words of the prophets and the gospel of Luke as we 
anticipate the birth of our Saviour.    

  
9.    Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SATURDAY December 9              5:00pm  Confirmation with Bishop         129 

SUNDAY December 10                8:30am   Advent 2 Holy Eucharist            14 

                               10:00am   Advent 2 Holy Eucharist         89 

                              2:00pm   First Nations Xmas Service     150 

 

WEDNESDAY December 13         9:30am   Holy Eucharist                 7  

                           TOTAL   399 
                      

2nd WEEK of DECEMBER           DEC 10              YEAR to DATE           OFFERING GOAL  
     
Offerings                   $ 4,447                 $ 226,381                    $ 266,411 

     Budget          $ 5,123                 $ 250,444 
  

     Percentage of Goal                85% [actual]          94% [budget] 
 
Editor’s Note:  We will not meet our budget unless we receive $40,000 IN REGULAR OFFERINGS 

   in the next 3 Sundays.  This is SEPARATE FROM ANY CHRISTMAS OFFERING we 
   receive.  [The above figures reflect ONLY the $266K budgeted for “regular” offerings; 
   our total 2017 budget is $295K.] 

  
10.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine." 
                                                    [Proverbs 7: 22] 

 
Advent  = 
Exciting 

. . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

May God bless your spiritual 
Advent preparations. 

  

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”        

 
 

The Ven. Deborah Kraft         624-7161         stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church      622-4945      stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca      stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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