
 
 

My Sermon from Friday March 30, ‘Good Friday’  ~  “What Is Truth?” 
 

In the name of our crucified Christ.  Amen. 
 

In 1226, St. Francis of Assisi wrote his testament.  He said: 
 
“We adore Thee, most holy Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all Thy churches that are in the whole 
world, and we bless Thee; because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the World.  Amen.” 

 
(IN LATIN):   Adoramus te, sanctissime Domine Iesu Christe, Hic (‘heeck’) et ad omnes (‘om-nehs’) 

Ecclesias tuas, quae sunt in toto mundo, et benedicimus (‘benedichimus’) tibi (‘tibby’); 
quia(‘key-ah’) per (‘pair’)  sanctam Crucem (‘cruchem’) tuam 
redemisti (‘ray day mist ee’) mundum (‘moon doom’).  Amen 

 
Almost 2,000 years ago, a Roman governor chose to ask a profound question of a man who was about 
to be executed: 
 

"What is truth?" 
 
On the morning of his death, Jesus is taken to the headquarters of the Governor of Judea, a man 
named Pontius Pilate.  Pilate asks Jesus what he has done to incur the wrath of the Jewish leaders 
and if Jesus claims to be the King of the Jews.  Jesus states that his kingdom is not of this world and 
that he came to testify to the truth (from John 18). 
 
Pilate then responds with this questions:  “What is truth?” 
 
Philosophers and theologians have struggled with this question for thousands of years.  Is truth beliefs 
that are true?  Is it sincerity?  Is what is true for you always true for another person?  Is there relative 
truth or absolute truth? 
  
Relative truth means that what is true for you may not be true for me.  I am comfortably warm right 
now.  You might be cold or even hot.  All is this is relative truth.  Absolute truth transcends 
everything, such as our belief as Christians in what God has done for us.  On this holy day of Good 
Friday, we are reflecting about an absolute truth  ~  that Jesus died for us on the cross for our 
redemption and salvation.   
 
As Christians, we believe in the absolute truth of scripture.  The Bible reveals the love of God, God’s 
plan for humanity, and the history of God’s people.  But that doesn’t mean that we take every truth 
in the Bible literally.  We all know that the world was not created in seven 24 hour days.  Some of the 
stories are metaphors for truth.  God did create the world and everything that God created was good.  
It is still all true. 
   
Here is what we know to be true about Pontius Pilate.  He is the most famous person associated with 
the trial and execution of Jesus.  His name is declared in the 2 most important creeds of the church:  
the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.  Pilate is mentioned by historians such as Josephus.  Pilate 
was Governor of Judea from 26 to 36 AD.  He was authoritarian and not well-liked by either the 
Romans or the Jewish people.  In 36 AD, Pilate was sent back to Rome and stood trial for his acts of 
cruelty and oppression that occurred while he was the governor.  Sometime after 36 AD, Pilate died 
by his own hand.  He killed himself on orders from the Emperor Caligula who reigned from 37 to 41 
AD.  All this is true. 
 



Physical evidence of Pilate was found in 1961 on a stone in the seaside town of Caesarea Maritima.  
Several people in our parish have been there on a pilgrimage to Israel.  The writing on the large stone 
includes Pilate’s name, and his role in Judea as the ‘prefect’ or governor.  I have seen this stone.  
Although the original is in a museum in Jerusalem, there is a replica in Caesarea.  I remember tracing 
the letters of Pilate’s name with my forefinger.   
 
An important message in John’s Gospel is the proclamation that God is truth, and that therefore his 
Word is truth.  Jesus is the truth, because he is sent from God and has come to reveal the Father and 
to carry out our salvation.  For this reason, the only way for us to know the truth is to know God 
through Jesus. 
 
Jesus describes a true disciple as one who knows the truth, “and the truth will make you free.”  
John 8:31 
 
In one of the famous ‘I Am’ statements of John, Jesus says this:  “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life.”  John 14:6.  Jesus also said that he is water, he is the gate, the way, life, the good 
shepherd, bread, light, the door, and the vine.  
 
Jesus didn’t say that he could teach about absolute truths, that he could point us towards truth.  He 
said that he himself is Truth.   
 
“You will know the truth and the truth will set you free,” Jesus had proclaimed.  But the truth was 
not setting Pilate free that day, because he didn't have the eyes to realize that Truth was standing 
right in front of him.  So there, in his governor's palace, while all of humanity held its breath, Pilate 
did not know who was standing there. Pilate still had to ask “What is truth?”  How very sad. 
 
Pilate never knew.  He just had to reach out his hand and touch Truth.  His human heart did not know 
how to submit to the truth. 
 
I wonder what Pilate was thinking as he took his own life.  I would like to hope, as Pilate took his last 
breath, that he turned to the truth, to Christ, and that Jesus was waiting to take him home. 
 
According to the words of Jesus, if we believe in the truth of the gospel, then the truth will set us free.  
 
This truth makes demands upon us, demands to become a disciple of Jesus, demands to grow in 
spiritual maturity, demands to be still on Good Friday and sit with Christ.  Demands to not rush 
forward to Easter.  Demands of not just our time, but our very lives themselves.  On this Good Friday, 
ask yourself one simple three word question:   
 

“What is truth?” 
 
Unlike Pilate, you know the answer. 
 
“We adore Thee, most holy Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all Thy churches that are in the whole 
world, and we bless Thee; because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the World.  Amen.” 

  
(IN LATIN):   Adoramus te, sanctissime Domine Iesu Christe, Hic (‘heeck’) et ad omnes (‘om-nehs’) 

Ecclesias tuas, quae sunt in toto mundo, et benedicimus (‘benedichimus’) tibi (‘tibby’); 
quia(‘key-ah’) per (‘pair’)  sanctam Crucem (‘cruchem’) tuam redemisti (‘ray day mist ee’) 

mundum.  Amen 
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