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As Ambassadors for Christ, we are called to 

bring our Lord's grace, love, and pace to everyone. 
 
 

~ Thursday April 26,  2018~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish children celebrate the JOY 
of Easter by handing out the pots 
of beautiful flowers from the foot 

of the cross to parishioners on 
Resurrection Sunday. 

“The Lord is Risen indeed!  
Alleluia!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   
“Don’t expect God’s approval of plans on which 

He has not been consulted.”  
  

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
‘Homelessness / Good Shepherd Sunday’  
On April 22, we prayed for all who are marginalized and homeless.  We then “passed the plate” at the 
end of the 2 Sunday services and raised $741 to give to the ‘S.O.S.’ (Street Outreach Services), 
provided by Shelter House in Thunder Bay.  I have written a letter to send with the cheque to 
Michelle Jordan.  She is the Executive Director at Shelter House.  Thank you for your generous 
support of this important initiative.  I have called the S.O.S. team on a couple of occasions to come to 
the church and provide assistance to people in need. God bless their ministry 
 
Monday Was A Day Of Joy And Tragedy 
 
I sent out an email to you on Monday with my thoughts and prayers about the tragic death of 10 
people in Toronto.  Here are the thoughts from our Primate Fred Hiltz. 
 

 
Toronto Weeps  
by Fred Hiltz, Archbishop and Primate on April 24, 2018 
 
So often it is somewhere else  ~  New York, Boston, Paris, London, Brussels, Frankfurt, Jerusalem, Yemen 
. . .  Yesterday it happened here at home.  An attack at mid-day in North York  ~  an attack that can only 
be described as an act of terrorism  ~  left ten people dead and many others with very serious injuries. 
 
As people of faith our first response is to uphold all those affected by this tragedy in prayer, those who 
died and their grieving families, the injured and their families who keep vigil at their bedsides and their 
medical teams, the leaders of faith communities and all who provide support through accompaniment 
and counsel. 
 
Throughout the city many churches are organizing vigils and keeping their doors open for all who in the 
aftermath of yesterday’s attack are seeking a few moments of quiet and solace in the presence of God.  
Hundreds of candles will be lit and left burning as a sign of our continuing prayers for all whose lives 
have been hurled into chaos through this tragedy. 
 
As Toronto weeps, we know so many others weep with us.  As we turn to God for consolation, we know 
so many others turn with us and we are grateful. 
 
To that day when violence shall no longer be heard and seen in our streets we look with hope; and for 

https://www.anglican.ca/news/author/fredhiltz/


its coming let us pledge our best efforts so that the safety of all people, the freedom of our 
neighbourhoods, the peace of our cities can be secured. 
 
For all whose life’s work is to “serve and protect” we give thanks for their commitment and courage.  
For all who inspire us in the labors of laying the foundations of that city whose architect and builder is 
God we also give thanks. 
 

God our companion, 
You inhabit the silence of meaningless pain 

You breathe our wordless lament 
You swallow the bitterness of our shock . . . 
Stay with us, Lord, and pray 

 
God our heartbeat through day and night, 

You give us the imagination of hope, 
The grammar of love, 

And the courage of calm . . . 
Stay with us Lord, and heal 

 
God our fearlessness 

In your image you have made us whole, 
To wait with the suffering 

And to tend the wounded 
To break cycles of abuse and violence 

With the boldness of compassion . . . 
Stay with us, Lord, and hope 

 
For yours is the power and the glory, 

Before, within, and after our grief . . . 
Now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate, The Anglican Church of Canada 
Primate, 
The Anglican Church 

       of Canada  
Archdeacon Deborah + 

  
2.    A Fish Fry ‘Grace Note’ of Thanks  ~ 
 
God is great!  Thanks to 2 generous parishioners, 
we’re only $25 shy of our fundraising goal of $6K 
to split between the Underground Gym and St. 
Charles Anglican Church Bridge Repairs.  If you 
know a community business partner who might 
like to contribute by the beginning of May, please 
speak to me at Coffee Hour.    
 

~  Christopher Willie, Men’s Breakfast Group 

  
3.    ‘Mother’s Day’ CLAY Fundraisers  ~ 
 
Order a “CupCake Bouquet” for Mother’s Day for 
just $15; made by ‘Chef Terrie’ and our Youth, 
they’re a tasty way to tell Mom how  much you 
appreciate her!  See us downstairs at Coffee Hour. 
 
We also have “CookieMix Jars” for sale for $10, 
which also make great gifts!  Available at Coffee 
Hour after the 10 am Sunday Service, or talk to 
Youth Leaders Jen or Jasmine. 



Or, get Mom something special from “Emilie Jewelry” [she deserves it!].  See the poster above.  
Order from this locally owned online shop at emiliejewelry.com by April 30 and 20% of your order 
will support our Youth Group’s CLAY fundraiser!  [Just use coupon code ‘mothersday’ at checkout.]  
Thnx for your support and for helping us represent the Thunder Bay NorthShore Anglicans at this 
summer’s hometown gathering of Lutheran & Anglican Youth from all across Canada! 
 

  ~  Jen Snowden, Youth Leader 
  

4.    Annual Mission To Seafarer’s MEAT SALE  ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
5.    What’s On This Week  ~   
 
TOMORROW!  FRIDAY APRIL 27:  

 ‘Young Adult+’ Worship & PotLuck  ~  6:00pm 
          *NEW* MONTHLY GROUP! 

Gather for modern worship, prayer, and potluck 
This month’s theme:           “AFFIRMATION” . . . 

    Who Does GOD say you are 
                                                 In Him? 

[The “+” in “YA+” is for everyone who doesn’t fit in the 

“Young Adult” bucket, but loves HIGH ENERGY 
fellowship, prayer, and MODERN WORSHIP TUNES!]  Bring 
your favourite dish to share if you like, but please stay for 

the potluck even if you don’t 
bring food; there’ll be lots! 
FREE!  No need to register, just 
come as you are . . .    
 
This SATURDAY APRIL 28:  
 Jewish Shavuot, Pentecost, and 
    The Book of Ruth  ~  2:00–4:00pm 
Why where there were so many people speaking different languages in 
Jerusalem when Peter preached to the crowds at Pentecost?  For the Jews, 
it was the celebration of Shavuot, 50 days after ‘Passover.’  Learn about 
this part of Jesus’s Jewish heritage, the Christian feast of Pentecost, and 
how the Book of Ruth fits into it all.  FREE!   REGISTER @ 707-3049  



 ‘Marriage Prep’  ~  9am-7pm  ST. JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
‘Future proof’ your relationship at this relaxed casual day of info by experts and couples at 
different stages of marriage.  Tips on finance, legal realities, communication, intimacy, etc.  
Includes healthy snacks and lunch, and a candlelight dinner!  $100/couple. 
REGISTER @ 707-3049  
 

 ‘Praise & Worship’ Service  ~  5-5:35pm, DROP IN 
 

MONDAYS: 
 ‘Find Your Voice!’ and Learn to Sing  ~  6-7pm, REGISTER @ 707-3048 

 
WEDNESDAYS: 

 Easy Exercise & Falls Prevention  ~  12pm, DROP IN 
 

 Rector’s Bible Study  ~  7:15pm, DROP IN 
 
THURSDAYS: 

 Youth Group ~  6:30pm, DROP IN  
 Choir Practice  ~  7:00pm, DROP IN 

  
6.    My Sermon from last Sunday April  22, 2018 ‘4th Sunday of Easter’ and 

‘Homelessness / Good Shepherd Sunday’  ~  “Love In Truth And Action”  
 

I speak to you in the name of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
 
We are still in the Easter season.  We are still reflecting upon the growth of the early church.  We are 
still reminding ourselves that we are a risen people.  Throughout Easter, we are celebrating our 
baptisms and reminding ourselves that it is through our baptisms that we have the power and love of 
Christ living in our hearts.  It is this power that enables us to “love in truth and action” and “not in 
word or speech.”  These words were written by the apostle John in his 1st letter of John (1 John 3: 
18).  Note that the first letter of John is not the same as the Gospel of John 
 
The 4th Sunday of Easter has been called Good Shepherd Sunday because the scripture passages 
selected for this Sunday remind us that Jesus is our good shepherd and that we are the sheep in his 
flock.  Today the church is also asking us to focus upon homeless people and upon what you and I can 
do directly to support them and help them.  Your Advisory Board has recommended that we pass the 
plate at the end of the service during the recessional hymn and all the cash received will be given to 
Shelter house to support their SOS ministry, which consists of people and a van driving around in the 
evening to help people on the street in Thunder Bay.  
 
The theme of shepherd and sheep reminds us that just as God loved us, so we must love one another.  
This is different from the secular world which encourages us to climb the ladder of success and 
prosperity.  Justice in God’s world is very different from justice in the secular world.  In God’s world, 
we put our needs last.  Jesus says the first will be last, and the last will be first.  Jesus says that he 
came into the world not to be served but to serve.  Jesus says that if people gain their life they will 
lose it and those who lose their life for his sake will gain it.  Jesus says that the greatest kind of love 
we can show in our actions is to lay down our lives for our friends. 
 
We’ve all heard these teachings from Jesus.  But we have many questions: 
 

 “What must we sacrifice in order to give to others?” 

 “What must die in us so that we become servants of others?” 

 “What must we do in truth and action to show that we are baptized members of the body 
  of Christ?” 

 “What is God calling us to give up?” 

 “Why must we be last?  It just isn’t fair!” 
 
The most beloved psalm of all time is Psalm 23 ~ The Lord is my Shepherd.  It begins with a phrase 
that can be confusing: 



“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 
 
Does this mean that I don’t want the Lord to be my shepherd?  Or does this mean that I can trust in 
God and that if I put God first, the list of what I think I want out of my life changes?  As baptized 
Christians, our wants change.  We don’t want the biggest house or the most expensive car.  We want 
a life filled with signs of the presence of God.  We want to live as disciples of Jesus knowing that God 
is with us in the darkest valleys, and God is with us when we must be in the presence of those who 
dislike us and don’t wish us well. 
 
Jesus says that “I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11).  He is a very different kind of shepherd.  
Shepherds protected the sheep so that then they could be sheared for their wool and ultimately used 
for sacrifices in the temple.  Jesus ends up “laying down his life for his sheep.”  (John 10:15).  This 
shepherd is the ultimate sacrifice.  This shepherd is the one sacrificed and not the sheep.  The sheep 
are to be protected, searched for, guarded, and cherished. 
   
I am grateful for the many signs of people loving the children of God in truth and in action, and not in 
words or speech.  I watch the volunteer spirit of you here in this faith community.  I watch as you let 
go of the spreadsheet of the amount of time, money, and resources you put into building the 
community at St. Paul’s.  Instead you give thanks for what you are able to contribute.  I watch as you 
spread the truth of the gospel and invite others into the faith community.  I watch your open and 
loving spirits of truth as you experiment and try new things.  We have 4 weekly services and we are 
adding a new monthly service of praise and worship for “young adults +.”  We had 8 events at the 
church on Saturday, April 21 ~ all to the glory of God and to the formation of disciples  ~  for 
example, our indigenous confirmation class and life in the eucharist for our 7 and 8 year olds. 
   
God is on the side of the homeless, the poor, the marginalized, the weak, and the sick.  And when we 
serve all who are hurting physically, emotionally, spiritually, mentally, we are serving Christ himself. 
   
There is an endearing story of a 10 year old boy who wanted to meet God.  He knew it was a long trip to 
where God lived, so he filled his backpack with rice crackers and juice boxes, and he started his 
journey.  When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old woman.  She was sitting in Hillcrest Park 
just staring at some pigeons.  The boy sat down next to her and unzipped his backpack.  He was about 
to take a drink from his juice box when he noticed that the old lady looked hungry so he offered her 
some rice crackers.  She gratefully accepted them and smiled at him.  Her smile was so pretty that the 
boy wanted to see it again, so he offered her a juice box.  Once again, she smiled at him.  The boy was 
delighted!  They sat there at least an hour eating and smiling, but they never said a word. 
 
The boy realized that he better get home and he got up to leave but before he had gone more than a 
few steps; he turned around, ran back to the old woman, and gave her a hug.  She gave him her 
biggest smile ever. When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later his mother was 
surprised by the look of joy on his face.  She asked him, “What did you do today that made you so 
happy?”  He replied, “I had lunch with God.”  But before his mother could respond, he added, “You 
know what?  She’s got the most beautiful smile I’ve ever seen!” 
 
Meanwhile, the old woman, also radiant with joy, returned to her home.  Her son was stunned by the 
look of peace on her face and he asked, “Mother, what did you do today that made you so happy?”  
She replied, “I ate rice crackers in the park with God.”  But before her son responded, she added, 
“You know, he’s much younger than I expected.” 
 
Too often we under estimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, the smallest act of caring, the smallest act of sacrificial giving and being last, all of 
which have the potential to bring God’s love to others.  God might even use you to turn a life around. 
“Love one another not in word or speech but in truth and action.” 
 
I believe in the words of the psalmist that when we do this “surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  (Psalm 23: 6) 
 
May you and I, as long as we live, love in truth and action.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
7.    Scriptures for Saturday & Sunday April 29 & 30 ‘5th of Easter’   ~ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 



 
 Acts 8: 26-40  ~  This is the wonderful story of Peter witnessing the gospel with an  

                  Ethiopian eunuch.  
 Psalm 22: 24-30  ~  This psalm contains the beautiful verse about worshipping and giving thanks 

                               to God.  “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
                               and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.”  (verse 27)  

 1 John 4: 7-21  ~  This passage contains my favourite definition of God:  “God is love.”  (vs 8)  
 John 15: 1-8  ~  We are reminded to live in God and to ask for God to live (“abide”) in us. 

  
8.   Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SATURDAY April 21               5:00pm  ‘Praise & Worship’ Eucharist      17 
SUNDAY April 22                   8:30am   Holy Eucharist                18 

                                10:00am   Holy Eucharist              104 
WEDNESDAY April 25            9:30am   Holy Eucharist                  7 
 

                               TOTAL    146 
                      

4th WEEK of APRIL                  APRIL 22               YEAR to DATE             OFFERING GOAL   
     
Offerings                   $ 4,239                     $ 76,549                     $ 268,565 

     Budget          $ 5,165                     $ 82,640 
  

     Percentage of Goal                    28% [actual]                30% [budget] 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Here’s Archdeacon Deborah’s letter to Financial Supporters from last week’s Bulletins. 

    Worrying all year long about meeting our budget is no fun for any of us.  To help fix that, 
    I’ve joined Laurie in increasing my offering and Archdeacon Deborah in giving an extra 
    month of offering.  I invite you to prayerfully consider doing the same. 
 

~  Christine French, Parish Assistant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                  
 

 

Eastertide 2018 

 

 

Dear Financial Contributor to St. Paul’s: 

 

I am very grateful for your financial support of St. Paul’s.  Thank you! 

 

In our Annual Report of last year, parishioner and Synod Delegate Laurie Sandham 

summarized a Financial Support workshop she attended at Synod.  She wrote that “without 

financial support, St. Paul’s will inevitably die.  No matter what else we do or how well we 

do it.   . . .  I thought of how devastating it would be for me, my husband Adrian, and my 

girls to lose one of the most important parts of our lives.”   Laurie went on to write that her 

family is “committed to increasing our monthly offering by 5% and we encourage anyone 

that is able to do the same.” 

 

God is blessing us with 10 young children participating in Life In The Eucharist, growing 

numbers at monthly FUNtastic Fridays and Men’s Breakfasts, new families joining the church, 

and joyful participation in our ‘Food for the Soul’ workshops. 

808 Ridgeway Street 
Thunder Bay, ON   P7E 5H5 
phone:  (807) 622-4945 
email:  stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca 

 

   rector:  The Venerable Deborah H. Kraft 
                     rector’s cell: (807) 624-7161   
              email:  stpauls.rector@shaw.ca   

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us.”   ~  2 Corinthians  5: 20 



Last Sunday April 15, Jouni and I gave an extra month of our EOP offering to the church.  We 

are committed to doing whatever we can to keep St. Paul’s financially healthy. 

 

If you are able, I invite you to do the same. 

 
 
God bless, 

 

Deborah+ 
Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 

Rector, St. Paul’s 

Archdeacon, Thunder Bay–North Shore Anglicans 
 
 

 
website:  stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 

  
9.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine."   [Proverbs 7: 22]                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
We MUST love our brothers & sisters if we say that we love God. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

  
 
 

The Ven. Deborah Kraft      624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church      622-4945      stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca      stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca  

LOVE HUMANITY 

http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/
mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
mailto:stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca

