
 
 
My Sermon from last Sunday June 24, 2018 ‘The Birth of John The Baptist’  ~ 

“The Dawn From On High Will Break Upon Us!” 
 

Gracious God, through the written word, and through the spoken word, 
may we know your Living Word:  Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 
As I told the children at my Children’s Talk this morning, events always have more meaning and more 
importance and significance when we witness to them and talk about them ahead of time.  I told the 
children that when we went to Disney World with some of our grandchildren this spring, we talked a 
lot about what to expect  ~  what characters would be there, what rides they would be able to go on.  
It made a huge difference to their level of enjoyment when they were actually there.   
 
We are planning a pilgrimage to Rome next May 2019 (you received an email about this trip last week) 
and I know that part of the joy is to learn about the Christian significance of the historical sites in Rome 
and to prepare ourselves for this glorious experience.  I have witnessed to many people who are 
planning to travel to the Holy Land because I have been blessed to have travelled there 3 times. 
 
When we’ve experienced something or have faith in something and we talk about it, we become a 
witness.  As we live in 2018 in an increasingly secular world, it is essential that we witness to the 
power of Christ’s love and strength in our life. 
   
Today, June 24th, is a significant day of celebration for many people around the world  ~  particularly 
for Quebec and for people living in Finland.  Today is the holy day for the birth of St. John the 
Baptist.  That is why I am wearing white vestments  ~  white is the traditional colour of celebration 
for holy days.  St. John the Baptist Day, or ‘St. Jean Baptiste’ as the day is known in Quebec, is a 
national holiday and is celebrated with parades and parties and fireworks.  In fact, St. Jean Baptiste is 
now more of a secular holiday than a religious holiday in Quebec.  I lived in Quebec when I was 11 and 
12 years old and I still remember how exciting this holiday was for people living in Quebec.  The Finns 
call this day “Juhannus,” which is the Finnish word for midsummer. 
 
I am thankful that we are able to reflect upon John the Baptist and how he prepared the hearts of 
several of his followers who then became followers of Jesus.  Our gospel passage this morning from 
the first chapter of Luke focuses on John’s birth.  Because John’s Dad Zechariah didn’t believe the 
angel Gabriel who told Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth would give birth to a son and he would be 
named John, Zechariah was not able to speak until John was given his name by his father on the 8th 
day after his birth.  Family and friends were shocked as John was not a family name.  When John’s 
mother Elizabeth says that her son was to be named John, no one believed her.  So they asked 
Zechariah and he wrote on a tablet that his son’s name was to be John.  As soon as he did that he was 
able to speak and praise God. 
   
Zechariah then spoke a prophecy that we refer to as The Song of Zechariah or the ‘Benedictus.’  
This song is one of the 3 great songs in Luke’s gospel.  The other two are the ‘Magnificat’ (Song of 
Mary) and the ‘Nunc Dimittis’ (The Song of Simeon).   
 
In the Song of Zechariah, he prophesied that his son John would be a witness to prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah.  The song is filled with beautiful allegorical language which is significant for 
the long days at the end of the month of June.  
  
“The dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 



The dawn from on high will break upon us . . . 
 
I believe in this promise that comes from God when we invite Jesus into our hearts.  And we know 
from our own spiritual journey, that we need a spiritual friend or a Christian family member who 
witnesses to Christ, who prepares our hearts to receive him. 
 
Over half of our backyard grass died during the winter.  We wanted to blame our 1 year old dog Wally 
but the dead grass is not in sporadic circles but covers nearly half of the lawn.  It must be ‘winter kill’  
We decided to try the easy route.  Jouni threw on some grass seed a couple of weeks ago, but nothing 
happened.  The soil was not prepared.  I went out and bought a lawn repair kit and Jouni raked up all 
the old grass and prepared the ground using the lawn repair kit and lots of grass seed.  I know this will 
work.   
 
On Paul’s first missionary journey, he travelled to Asia Minor (what we know as modern day Turkey) 
with his buddy Barnabus.  In the synagogue in the town of Antioch in Pisidia, Paul gave a concise and 
thorough overview of the history of the Jewish people and the early Christians.  Our gospel passage 
ends with the witness of John the Baptist but Paul’s talk goes on to speak about Jesus and the 
crucifixion and the resurrection.   
 
Paul was a witness of the Christian story.  Paul preached that “before the coming of Jesus, John had 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  And John said that he was not 
the Messiah and that he was not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on the feet of Jesus.”  
(Acts 13:24-25) 
 
As we move outside this morning, we will become witnesses.  We will reach out to our neighbours and 
encourage them to join in the fun with our BBQ and our bouncy castle and popcorn and cotton candy.  
We will put cans of food 
on the labyrinth stones 
and each can will be 
donated to the RFDA.  We 
will smile and we will love 
and we prepare the way 
for the coming of Christ. 
 
The dawn from on high 
will break upon us.  June 
24th.  Happy Juhannus.  
Happy St. Jean Baptiste.  
Happy St. John the Baptist 
Holy Day!! 
 
Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 


