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“2774, 2775 . . . 2776, total!” 
 

Miss Everlea Malcolm tallies up the 
massive harvest of food donations 

covering the Labyrinth at our annual 
Picnic Food-Raiser last Sunday.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 ~ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   
“Need a life guard?  Ours walks on water.”  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Good News!  
St. Paul's is growing!  Thank you Moms and Dads at 
St. Paul's.  We welcome with love 4 precious new 
parishioners:  Baby Julianna, Baby Lucas, Baby Evie, 
and Baby Abigale.  May God bless these children and 
their loving parents (Alexandra & Jeff, Alyssa & 
Derek, Carolyn & Kyle, and Joanna & Dave). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
2.    A ‘Picnic Food-Raiser’ Grace Note of Thanks  
 
Last year we covered just over 1,500 labyrinth bricks with 
food for the RFDA . . .  This year we nearly doubled that, 
raising just shy of a phenomenal 2,800 items!    Sincere thanks 
to all who brought packages, boxes, jars, bottles, cans or gave 
us money to buy groceries.  And thank you to everyone who 
helped box it all up for the poor RFDA driver who filled in for 
our regular guy without knowing what he was in for!  Thank you 
to Laurie, Deirdre, Alicia, Jasmine and Adrian Sandham for 
the fabulous fun-fair games & prizes, to Jen Snowden, Chris 
Rosin, and Terrie Malcolm for dishing out endless popcorn & 
cotton candy, to ‘grill sergeants’ Dave Middleton and Marshall 
Farquharson for the steady supply of delish hot dogs, and to the 
Macgillivray Pipe Band for their joyful din.  Good food, good 
company, good time, good cause.  Well done, Ambassadors!   

Julianna 
Evie 

Abigale 

Lucas 



3.    What’s On This Week  ~  
 
THIS Sunday JULY 1  ~  

 ‘Book of Common Prayer’ Service ~  8:30am Worship  
For those of you who love the old language of the Book of Common Prayer come and enjoy this 
special service of Holy Communion, which we offer on the first Sunday of the month.  
 ‘Canada Day’ Service ~  10:00am Worship   
Come sing ‘O Canada’ and ‘God Save The Queen,’ worship the Lord and thank God for our great 
country, where we are blessed with so many freedoms and such diversity.  Enter your favourite 
hymn in the draw for our weekly “All Request Recessional,” starting this Sunday and continuing 
through the summer.  Then celebrate Canada’s 151st Birthday with ice cream & lemonade in our 
beautiful church gardens [or downstairs if the forecast’s right!]   

  
4.    My Sermon from last Sunday June 24, 2018 ‘The Birth of John The Baptist’  ~ 

“The Dawn From On High Will Break Upon Us!” 
 

Gracious God, through the written word, and through the spoken word, 
may we know your Living Word:  Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 
As I told the children at my Children’s Talk this morning, events always have more meaning and more 
importance and significance when we witness to them and talk about them ahead of time.  I told the 
children that when we went to Disney World with some of our grandchildren this spring, we talked a 
lot about what to expect  ~  what characters would be there, what rides they would be able to go 
on.  It made a huge difference to their level of enjoyment when they were actually there.   
 
We are planning a pilgrimage to Rome next May 2019 (you received an email about this trip last week) 
and I know that part of the joy is to learn about the Christian significance of the historical sites in 
Rome and to prepare ourselves for this glorious experience.  I have witnessed to many people who are 
planning to travel to the Holy Land because I have been blessed to have travelled there 3 times. 
 
When we’ve experienced something or have faith in something and we talk about it, we become a 
witness.  As we live in 2018 in an increasingly secular world, it is essential that we witness to the 
power of Christ’s love and strength in our life. 
   
Today, June 24th, is a significant day of celebration for many people around the world  ~  
particularly for Quebec and for people living in Finland.  Today is the holy day for the birth of St. 
John the Baptist.  That is why I am wearing white vestments  ~  white is the traditional colour of 
celebration for holy days.  St. John the Baptist Day, or ‘St. Jean Baptiste’ as the day is known in 
Quebec, is a national holiday and is celebrated with parades and parties and fireworks.  In fact, St. 
Jean Baptiste is now more of a secular holiday than a religious holiday in Quebec.  I lived in Quebec 
when I was 11 and 12 years old and I still remember how exciting this holiday was for people living in 
Quebec.  The Finns call this day “Juhannus,” which is the Finnish word for midsummer. 
 
I am thankful that we are able to reflect upon John the Baptist and how he prepared the hearts of 
several of his followers who then became followers of Jesus.  Our gospel passage this morning from 
the first chapter of Luke focuses on John’s birth.  Because John’s Dad Zechariah didn’t believe the 
angel Gabriel who told Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth would give birth to a son and he would be 
named John, Zechariah was not able to speak until John was given his name by his father on the 8th 
day after his birth.  Family and friends were shocked as John was not a family name.  When John’s 
mother Elizabeth says that her son was to be named John, no one believed her.  So they asked 
Zechariah and he wrote on a tablet that his son’s name was to be John.  As soon as he did that he 
was able to speak and praise God. 
   
Zechariah then spoke a prophecy that we refer to as The Song of Zechariah or the ‘Benedictus.’  
This song is one of the 3 great songs in Luke’s gospel.  The other two are the ‘Magnificat’ (Song of 
Mary) and the ‘Nunc Dimittis’ (The Song of Simeon).   
 
In the Song of Zechariah, he prophesied that his son John would be a witness to prepare for the coming 
of the Messiah.  The song is filled with beautiful allegorical language which is significant for the long 
days at the end of the month of June:  “The dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
The dawn from on high will break upon us . . .  I believe in this promise that comes from God when 
we invite Jesus into our hearts.  And we know from our own spiritual journey, that we need a spiritual 



friend or a Christian family member who witnesses to Christ, who prepares our hearts to receive him. 
 
Over half of our backyard grass died during the winter.  We wanted to blame our 1 year old dog 
Wally but the dead grass is not in sporadic circles but covers nearly half of the lawn.  It must be 
‘winter kill’  We decided to try the easy route.  Jouni threw on some grass seed a couple of weeks 
ago, but nothing happened.  The soil was not prepared.  I went out and bought a lawn repair kit and 
Jouni raked up all the old grass and prepared the ground using the lawn repair kit and lots of grass 
seed.  I know this will work.   
 
On Paul’s first missionary journey, he travelled to Asia Minor (what we know as modern day Turkey) 
with his buddy Barnabus.  In the synagogue in the town of Antioch in Pisidia, Paul gave a concise and 
thorough overview of the history of the Jewish people and the early Christians.  Our gospel passage 
ends with the witness of John the Baptist but Paul’s talk goes on to speak about Jesus and the 
crucifixion and the resurrection.   
 
Paul was a witness of the Christian story.  Paul preached that “before the coming of Jesus, John 
had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  And John said that he was 
not the Messiah and that he was not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on the feet of 
Jesus.”  (Acts 13:24-25) 
 
As we move outside this morning, we will become witnesses.  We will reach out to our neighbours and 
encourage them to join in the fun with our BBQ and our bouncy castle and popcorn and cotton candy.  
We will put cans of food on the 
labyrinth stones and each can will be 
donated to the RFDA.  We will smile and 
we will love and we prepare the way for 
the coming of Christ. 
 
The dawn from on high will break upon 
us.  June 24th.  Happy Juhannus.  
Happy St. Jean Baptiste.  Happy St. 
John the Baptist Holy Day!! 
 
Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
5.    Scriptures for Sunday July 1   ~  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost and ‘Canada Day’ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church.  
 2 Samuel 1: 1, 17-27            • Psalm 130            • 2 Corinthians 8: 7-15         • Mark 5: 21-43   

  
6.   Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SUNDAY June 24                   8:30am   Holy Eucharist              16 

                           10:00am   Holy Eucharist              90 

WEDNESDAY June 27             9:30am   Holy Eucharist               13   
 

                              TOTAL   119 
                      

4th WEEK of JUNE                  JUNE 24                  YEAR to DATE             OFFERING GOAL   
     
Offerings                   $ 3,958                      $ 111,715                    $ 268,565 

     Budget          $ 5,165                      $ 129,125 
  

     Percentage of Goal                   41% [actual]                  49% [budget] 

  
Happy Birthday, Canada!  God keep our land glorious & free!    

Archdeacon Deborah+  “The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

  
The Venerable Deborah Kraft     624-7161     stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church             stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca  

                 622-4945                                stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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