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‘Chime Master’ Jim Stewart shows a fascinated senior Sunday School class the ropes in the Bell 
Tower.  [Actually, they’re handles, not ropes, but you get the idea.]  More on the story inside! 

 
“Ambassadors For Christ”  ~    2 Corinthians 5: 20 

  
  

A "Grace Note" from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

“Nature forms us; Sin deforms us; Christ transforms us.”  
  

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


Editor’s Note:  WWII Naval Veterans MO Nelson and Ken MacKay will 
be “Taking the Salute” at the Fort Williams Gardens Remembrance 
Service this Saturday November 11th.  Here’s MO and Ken at our 
Remembrance Sunday a few years back.  Thank You, Gentlemen! 
 
1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 
O Canada!  I am really looking forward to our Remembrance 
Sunday service this Sunday, November 12 at 10:00 am.  We will 
celebrating our great country of Canada and thanking God for the 
gift of the service and sacrifice of many men and women.  The 
meaning of their sacrifice rests with our collective Canadian 
consciousness; our future is their monument.  You will be given a 
poppy when you come into the church and you will have the 
opportunity to pin your poppy on a cushion held by a World War II 
Veteran.  You may also bring your family medals to be blessed on 
the altar.  Only a handful of WWII veterans are still able to come 
to church.  We remember their service, and we thank God for 
them.  Please come and honour them.   
 
“Lest We Forget”  There is a stunning display set up at the front of the church which has been lovingly 
designed and developed by parishioner Marion Walsh.  Marion has spent months interviewing veterans 
and family members of veterans.  Marion developed a large poster for each veteran with photos, 
personal letters, and service records.  Her display is a moving walk into history.  Marion also 
produced (along with some help from parishioners) many, many handmade poppies which cover a 
large cross.  May God bless you as you read the stories of these people who served.  Next year, Marion 
hopes to add more posters and more stories to her display.  I am grateful for Marion’s vision and 
ability to turn her ideas into action.  Thank you Marion! 
 
Away to Sudbury  I will be in Sudbury from Monday, November 13 to Thursday, November 16 
attending the Bishop’s Council and Executive Committee Meetings.  Deacon Anne will be presiding at 
the Wednesday morning service.  You are welcome to email and text me.  Blessings!   
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
2.   A ‘Sunday School’ Grace Note of Thanks  ~ 

 
'Thank You' to Chime Master Jim Stewart, for 
teaching our Senior Sunday School Class all about 
the Bells of St. Paul's last Sunday.  Mr. Stewart took 
us up to the Bell Room and taught us a bit about 
the history of the bells.  He showed us how the bells 
work and even played Jesus Loves Me for us while 
we sang along.   The students were awe-struck as 
to how incredible the bells sound when you are in 
the bell tower and it was so neat to see how the 
bells actually work!  Perhaps we have stirred a 
passion in a generation of future Bell Ringers?! 
 
   ~  Laurie Sandham, Sunday School Co-Ordinator  

  
3.   Weekly ‘Servant Heart’ Workout  ~   ! 
 
Please remember your FOOD DONATIONS for “Blessings In A Backpack.”  We will continue to collect 
food specifically for kids at risk of going hungry until the end of December.  Let’s keep the white 
bins at the church entrance filled with the items most needed to fill backpacks.  Thank You!  

  KID’S CANNED PASTA     CANNED SOUP 
  GRANOLA BARS [NUT FREE]    CUP SOUP / NOODLES 
  FRUIT / PUDDING CUPS     TUNA 
  INSTANT OATMEAL PKGS     ‘ FUNPACK’ CEREALS 



4.   More ‘Servant Heart’ Cardio  ~     !! 
 
The Mission to Seafarers:  Port of Thunder Bay is looking for donations for Christmas Gift Bags to 
be given to seafarers in December.  We’d like to prepare for 11 ships with 20 bags/ship or 220 bags. 
Donations need to be at the Seafarers’ Centre by November 20  ~  suggested donations include 
mittens, gloves, writing paper, and wrapped candy. 
 
Clean, used or new, but usable, warm, small—to-large men's clothing is also needed to distribute to 
seafarers.  Please bring clothing to the drop off box at the Seafarers’ Centre.  THANK YOU! 
 
And we’d like to invite YOU to join us for a St. Nicolas Day Eucharist & Lunch, Wednesday, DEC 6 at 
12:10 pm at the Seafarers’ Centre, 100 Main St.  St. Nicolas is the patron saint of seafarers.  For 
further information visit www.missiontoseafarers.ca/thunderbay or call 344-8241. 
 
Thank you for support. We are now coming up to one of the busier times in the year as the Port is 
shipping the grain harvest. 
 
In Christ’s service, 

     Ed 
Canon Ed Swayze, Chaplain Mission to Seafarers:  Port of Thunder Bay (807) 626-2571 cell 

  
5.    Events In Faith 

 

FUNtastic Friday THIS FRI NOV 10, 6:00pm 
NO NEED TO REGISTER  ~  See You There!  
 
‘Remembrance Sunday’ THIS SUN NOV 12th, 

10am Service  
Come show 
our Veterans 
how much you 
appreciate 
their service.  
Bring your 
family medals 
to be blessed 

on the altar, hear the profile of a St. 
Paul’s parishioner who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in WWI, and see our Veteran 
Displays.  Call 622-4945 to add your family’s 
Service names to our Veterans Roll. 
 
Food For The Soul Workshops . . . 

        REGISTER with LAURIE @ 707-3048 
                or foodforthesoul@tbaytel.net  ~ 

 
 ‘Why Knot Knit?!’  ~  THIS Sat Nov 11 

10:00am  First-timers welcome!  Easy 
beginner class with hands-on help.  
Even if you’re all thumbs, you can 
learn to knit and love it!  Freewill 
Offering for Mission to Seafarers. 
 

 10 Plagues Of Egypt  ~  Sat Nov 18  
2:00pm  Frogs, flies, locusts, hail, 
boils, etc  ~  This major biblical event 
changed God’s people forever!   
Freewill Offering for YOUTH GROUP.  
REGISTER TODAY!  

mailto:foodforthesoul@tbaytel.net


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

6.    My Sermon from last Sunday November 5, 2017, 22nd after Pentecost & ‘All Saints’ Sunday  ~ 
                                                                          “God’s Word at Work in You” 

 
O Lord, may we follow your teachings, and practice what you teach.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
It was a frightening time.  The temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed and taken apart stone by 
stone by the Romans.  The style of Jewish worship for over 1,000 years was no more.  Temple 
worship, ruled by Jewish religious leaders, was no more.  A new style of worship would evolve.  
Synagogues would become the centre of worship and would replace the temple.   
 
All commandments pertaining to the temple and the proper ways to worship God via the temple 
became irrelevant.  No more animal sacrifices.  No more priests.  No more pilgrimages to Jerusalem 
to the temple to pray. 
 
Many additional prayers were added in order to replace the sacrificial offerings that were regularly 
performed at the temple.  The synagogues became the central places of worship instead of the 
temple, and the Rabbis became the sole representatives of the Jewish people once most of the tasks 
given to the priests became irrelevant. 
 
Your name is Matthew and you are a follower of ‘The Way.’  You were raised Jewish and you have 
become a Christian.  You never met Jesus but you have read Mark’s Gospel and you have a copy of the 
sayings of Jesus.  It is the 80’s, about 50 years after the crucifixion and resurrection.  You feel 
compelled to write down your version of the ‘good news’  ~  a version that would come to be known 
as the Holy Gospel According to Matthew. 
 
You write about an incident in which Jesus denounces the scribes and the Pharisees.  You know that 
the temple was destroyed in 70 AD and that all of Jesus’ prophesies came true. 
 
25 years after the destruction of the temple, Matthew writes his gospel.  It has been nearly a 



generation since the destruction and everything is changing.  Matthew hears the words of Jesus in his 
heart and I am sure that it was with a heavy heart that he wrote down this conversation between 
Jesus and the religious leaders. 
 
Jesus said to the crowds and to his followers that the scribes and the Pharisees know the scripture, 
know the commandments, but they don’t follow what they have been taught.   
 
Jesus says very clearly, “They do not practice what they teach.”  Matthew 23:3   
 
Isn’t that one of the reasons why many Canadians despair of organized religion?  They do not practice 
what they teach.  Jesus goes on to say that the priests use their ministry to get perks and power  ~  
best seats at events, and for people to treat them with deference.  Jesus also states that they feel 
that many jobs are beneath them. 
 
And it is a challenge for me to stand here in my beautiful fancy vestments and to remember that I 
must lead by a ‘leadership-style’ of humility.  But I must always remember this truth.   
 
I am deeply moved by the leadership style of Pope Francis.  From day one he chose a different path. 
He referred to himself as simply the Bishop of Rome.  He chose to abandon red shoes and a fancy 
pectoral cross, for ordinary shoes and the same cross he had worn previously.  He chose not to live in 
the papal apartments, but among priests living in the Vatican, so that he could share life with them. 
He washed and kissed the feet of prisoners.  Not only has he set the example he has called upon his 
fellow bishops to do the same. 
 
The Pope is open to God’s will, and is even considering letting 
married men serve as priests in some remote communities such as 
the mountainous areas in Brazil. 
 
Our Bishop is the same.  Bishop Anne practices what she preaches.  
She practices humble servant leadership.  Here is a formal photo 
of the Bishop that I just received and will soon hang in our church.  
She looks competent, caring, and professional. 

 
Here is a photo of 
the Bishop in her 
episcopal vestments.  
Look what is on her 
feet  ~  moccasins 
made by indigenous 
Christians.  Bishop 
Anne doesn’t take 
herself too seriously.  
While wearing her 
fancy vestments, she knows whose servant she is. 
 

“All who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Matthew 23:12 

 
As Jesus said, “The greatest among you will be your 
servant.”  Matthew 23:11  Jesus was deeply opposed to 
people using power to control and intimidate others.   
 
The parish council met to discuss the priest’s 
compensation package for the coming year.  The priest 
was always wanting perks and privileges and large 
stipend increases.  After the meeting the Rector’s 
Warden told the priest: “We are very sorry, Rector, but 
we decided that we cannot give you a raise next year.  
We cannot buy you a new car either.”  “But you must 
give me a raise and a new car,” said the priest. “I am but 
a poor preacher!”  “l know,” the Warden said. “We hear 
you every Sunday.” 
 

Years ago on a snowy winter morning, I went to the Port Arthur Hospital (which, like the Jerusalem 
temple, no longer stands).  I had problems finding a parking spot and eventually parked at the back of 



the lot.  I went into the hospital to visit my husband Jouni who was receiving a medical test following 
treatment for cancer.  When I went out to my car, I discovered that my car was completely blocked in 
by a car behind me.  I went back into the hospital and eventually discovered that I had parked 
illegally in someone’s special parking space.  Due to the snow, the sign at the person’s spot was 
completely covered.  Even thought there were plenty of open parking space in the lot, the person 
came out of an office to yell at me for taking her spot.  She showed no mercy.  Apologies did not 
help.  I later discovered that this person used to make wall hangings for babies, one of which hung in 
my home.  I could barely look at it after this encounter. 
 
I have even heard of clergy blocking in a person who has taken their special parking spot at a church. 
   
What Matthew’s Gospel is confirming is that no one can be elevated above another person.  That role 
belongs only to God, whom we worship.  That role belongs only to Jesus, whom we follow as our 
personal Saviour.  That role belongs only to the Holy Spirit, who lives in us. 
 
In Paul’s letter to Christians in Thessalonika, he writes that “God’s word is at work in you believers.”  
1 Thessalonians 2:13  We are called to “lead lives worthy of God.”  1 Thessalonians 2:12 
 
Today is All Saints Sunday and we are celebrating all the saints in the church  ~  those who have been 
baptized within the past 12 months and those who have died.  Paul referred to all believers as 
‘saints.’  Paul begins his letter to the Philippians with this greeting: 
 

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi.”  Philippians 1:1 
 
We are called to not just hear the teachings but to apply them.  We know that our salvation comes 
from believing and through grace, but it is essential that we turn the truth of the gospel into how we 
treat each other.  We are called to live as saints and to act as saints. 
 
Jesus’ teachings focused on deeds and on actions and not on words and intentions.  Jesus upholds the 
son in the parable of the 2 sons who does the will of his father.  Jesus criticized the man who talked 
about following him but then couldn’t follow through.  Jesus upheld the good Samaritan who took 
care of the injured man.  Jesus celebrated Mary who poured expensive oil on his feet.  The old saying, 
“actions speak louder than words” reflects the teachings of Jesus.  He tells us to do the will of our 
Father in heaven. 
 
I want to end by sharing with you ‘The Crocodile Story’:  There once was a boy who wanted to go fishing 
at the lake, but his dad told him to stay away from the lake because there was a huge crocodile that 
would gobble him up if he went out there.  The boy didn’t listen, and he went anyway.  He managed to 
sneak away while he thought his father wasn’t looking, got into a boat and floated off shore.  Suddenly, 
he saw a huge crocodile swimming around the boat.  Just as the crocodile was about to eat the boy, 
his father dove in and distracted the crocodile long enough for the boy to make it back to land.  
Unfortunately, the father was eaten; he sacrificed himself for his child and he died . . .  
 
The next day, the boy went out into the lake again.   
 
Ah, we weren’t expecting this ending were we?!  It’s a shock, isn’t it? 
 
The moral of the story is that if we truly understand that Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice to save us 
from our sins, and then continue to knowingly live by turning away from God, we are doing the exact 
same thing as the boy, and we are showing a true lack of appreciation for what Jesus did for us, and 
how Jesus is calling us to live. 
 
Grace in our hearts is what drives our behaviour.  God is at work in us.  Humble, loving, and Christ-
centred behaviour.  The greatest among us are our servants.  We follow the Christ, the ultimate 
sacrificial leader who died for us on the cross of our salvation.  May we do the same.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
7.    Scriptures for this Sunday November 12, 23rd after Pentecost and ’Remembrance Sunday’  ~ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
                   

 Joshua 24: 1-3a; 14-25  ~  The leader Joshua, who took over from Moses, is nearing the end of 
his life.  He encourages the Israeli leaders to choose to serve the Lord.  Joshua reminds them:  
“as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  (verse 15)  



 Psalm 78: 1-7  ~  The psalmist reminds people of the glorious deeds of God and that we are to 
share God’s mighty acts with our children and grandchildren (the next generation).  

 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18  ~  The apostle Paul writing about the 2nd coming of Christ:  “We will 
be with the Lord forever.”  

 Matthew 25: 1-13  ~  In the Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids, Jesus teaches that we must always 
be ready and alert to the signs of the presence of God. 

  
8.    Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SATURDAY November 4             5:00pm  ‘Praise & Worship’ Eucharist      20 

SUNDAY November 5                 8:30am   Holy Eucharist                        20 

                              10:00am   ‘All Saints’ Holy Eucharist       102 

WEDNESDAY November 8            9:30am   Holy Eucharist                 9 

                           TOTAL   135 
                      

1st WEEK of NOVEMBER         NOV 5             YEAR to DATE           OFFERING GOAL  
    
Offerings                $ 4,711               $ 202,051                     $ 266,411 

     Budget       $ 5,123               $ 229,952 
 

     Percentage of Goal               75% [actual]      86% [budget] 
 

Editor’s Note:  If you’ve been meaning to ‘catch up’ on your Offerings, now’s the time.  We have 8 weeks 
left to get up to speed AND make up the  10%+ we’re behind if we want to meet our budget. 

  
9.    The Last Laugh  ~       "A cheerful heart is good 
                                       medicine."   [Proverbs 7: 22] 

 
  

May we always learn from our past, and bring the hope of God’s actions 
into our present and future. 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”       The Ven. Deborah Kraft     624-7161     stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

  
St. Paul’s Anglican Church           622-4945              stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 

                stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca            

 

[ Carpet Update ‘Redux’ below . . . ] 
 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
mailto:stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca


 
Editor’s Note:  The photos in the email we sent out earlier this week didn’t show up on all devices, so I’m 
including Archdeacon Deborah’s ‘Carpet Update’ here for the benefit of those who couldn’t see them.  Please 
excuse the repetition and feel free to skip this bit if you’ve seen it already!  We welcome your feedback . . .  
What do you think of the new carpet? 
 

Carpet Update for the Inside of the Church! 
 

Dear Ambassadors, 

 

I want to bring you up to date on our new carpet for the church.  The original carpet that was selected at 

a Special Vestry meeting was discontinued and so your carpet committee, Wardens, and Advisory Board 

had to go back to the drawing board! 

 

The new carpet is being designed and developed by Artech Church Interiors, a company that focuses on 

carpets for churches.  This is not a carpet for a hotel, restaurant or casino!!!  This carpet is for sacred spaces. 

 

I encourage you to check out Artech’s website [www.artechchurchinteriors.com] and you will see what 

our carpet and border looks like inside a church.   

 

Here is a picture of the carpet and a picture of the 

border that has been developed just for us.  We 

believe that the colours complement the church and our wood stain and our battleship linoleum. 
 

The carpet will be in the Narthex (entranceway) and down the aisle up to the Altar rail.  There will be a 

border on each side of the carpet. 

 
Here is an explanation of the meaning of the symbols and the colours in the carpet  ~ 

 

Burgundy Background:  the colour of wine, the colour of sacrifice, the colour of the kneelers in the 

church.  Burgundy complements the stained glass windows and does not take away from them. 

 

The large ‘Medallion’ in the centre represents:  the 4-sided Jerusalem cross, as well as sheaves of wheat 

and 4 chalices coming together (Eucharistic theme). 

 

The centre colour in the medallion is our St. Paul’s parish blue, which is the blue of the upholstered chairs 

in the Chapel.  The Border colours are 4 shades of blue.  One shade is the Chapel chair upholstery colour, 

another shade is the same blue as the Chapel carpet, a 3
rd
 shade is the soft blue in the small cross in the 

Chapel carpet,  and the 4
th
 shade of blue complements all the colours. 

 

Our prayer is that the new carpet arrives before Christmas!  You are welcome to come to the Church 

Office and look at the sample carpet. 

 

Walking in the light of the Lord!! 
 Deborah + 

 


