
  
Sermon from Sunday January 21, 2018, ‘3rd after The Epiphany’  ~  “Second Chances” 

 
I greet you in the name of God who loves us more than we can possibly imagine.  Amen. 

 
God loves us more than we can possibly imagine.  God, whom the psalmist calls “my rock, my 
salvation, my refuge and my fortress,” (from Psalm 62) blesses us with love. 
 
Steadfast love. Eternal love.  Never ending love.  The love of 2nd chances. 
 
We sometimes think that if we give someone a 2nd chance, they are taking advantage of us.  That is 
their journey, not ours.  I believe that we must imitate Christ and always give someone a 2nd chance 
and yes, a 3rd chance, and a 4th chance, and so on. 
 
Even though the apostle Peter denied Jesus 3 times on the evening of Jesus’s arrest and trial, Jesus 
gave Peter a 2nd chance by the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  The resurrected Christ asked Peter 3 
times to feed God’s sheep.  Christ asked Peter 3 times if he loved him.  The God of 2nd chances 
blessed Peter in a very special way that early morning of the ‘shore lunch.’ 
 
Jonah was one of the 12 minor prophets whose story is recorded in the Old Testament.  It was St. 
Augustine in the 4th century AD who first differentiated between ‘major’ prophets (Isaiah, Ezekiel 
and Jeremiah) and 12 ‘minor’ prophets.  Minor prophets have shorter books in the Bible  ~  it is not 
that their ministry was less important. 
 
Jonah was a prophet who lived in the 8th century BC when the Assyrians were mighty in power.  Their 
capital city was Ninevah in what we know as modern day Iraq.  Jonah’s story is in the book of Jonah 
which has only 3 chapters in the Old Testament.  It is up to you to decide if the story is literally true 
or is an allegory.  Either way, I find that there is tremendous truth in the story  ~  truth about our 
behaviour, and truth about our God who gives 2nd chances. 
 
Here is the story in a nutshell:  Jonah 
was a Jewish prophet whom God asked 
to go all the way to Ninevah and to say 
that the people are wicked.  Jonah 
doesn’t want to do this and so he runs 
away.  He finds a ship going to Tarshish 
which was in the south of Spain  ~  as far 
away from Ninevah as he could possibly 
go.  A storm comes up and the sailors 
believe that Jonah is responsible for the 
dangerous storm.  Jonah decides to 
sacrifice himself in the sea so that the 
sailors and their ship will be saved. 
   
We all know what happens next.  Jonah 
is swallowed up by a fish for 3 days and 3 
nights.  Then the fish spews Jonah up on 
dry land.   
 
For centuries, people have thought that the fish was a whale.  For centuries, people have debated 
over how Jonah could survive for that length of time in the belly of a great fish. 
 
I would rather focus our conversation on what the book of Jonah teaches us about our behaviour and 
about God and not on how a human could survive 3 days and 3 nights in the stomach of a large fish. 
 
Once Jonah is back safe and sound on dry land, God gives him a 2nd chance and asks him once again 
to go to Ninevah and deliver a message that the people are to repent. 
 
This time, Jonah is obedient.  He travels to this great city of over 100,000 people and asks them to 
repent.  In the biblical account, we don’t know what Jonah says to get the people and the king to 
repent, and to believe in God.  But they do and then what happens next? 
 
We see the grace and the mercy of God.  God is willing to forgive those who repent. 
 
Now, how does Jonah feel about this?  Jonah is very upset and angry even though Jonah knows that 



God is (in Jonah’s own words from Jonah 3) “gracious, merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love.”   
 
Jonah is so angry by God’s compassion to the people in Ninevah that Jonah tells God that he would 
rather die than live.  He goes outside of the city and makes a little shelter.  Then God causes a fast-
growing bush to give Jonah shade.  Next, God sends a worm to eat all the leaves so that the bush 
withers.  Jonah is more concerned about the bush than about the people of Ninevah.  Jonah becomes 
very hot in the desert sun and now once again he wishes to die, not because of Ninevah, but because 
of his discomfort. 
   
Over the centuries, Jewish people have enjoyed the story of the prophet Jonah ~ what not to do as a 
prophet. 
   
When someone asks you to do something what is your initial response?  To say ‘YES!’ or to be like 
Jonah the prophet and run as far away from the person who is making the request as you can? 
 
Do you give 2nd chances to a person who has hurt you, ignored you, disrespected you easily or not? 
 
Now at the same time, Jonah has many wonderful qualities as he is willing to sacrifice himself to save 
the sailors.  Jonah is passionate and has charisma as he is able to convince the people of Ninevah to 
believe in God.  However, and here is his major stumbling block. he doesn’t really want these non-
Jewish people to be participants of God’s grace and mercy. 
  
The true star of the story of Jonah and the whale is not Jonah, and not the large fish (nowhere in the 
Bible story is there a mention of a whale).  The true star is God.  Our God of love, mercy, compassion 
and forgiveness.  Our God who is always with us even when we are in the belly of the whale. 
 
Our God of 2nd chances.  And the reminder is for us to give others a 2nd chance. 
   
Second chances are a gift from God.  You might get a second chance to do something great at work.  
You get a second chance to be with someone you love.  You get a second chance to go back to school. 
You get a second chance to start a new career, to be physically fit, to mend a relationship, to get to 
know someone.  You get a second chance to be a good neighbour and to care for someone in need and 
to be generous. 
 
The wonder of our walk with God is that we get second chances. 
 
Give yourself a second chance, give your spouse a second chance, give your work colleagues a second 
chance, give your passion a second chance, give your love a second chance, give happiness a second 
chance and give life a second chance. 
 
There are times however when we don’t get a 2nd chance and that eats us alive.  We don’t get the 
2nd chance to repair a relationship or to say good bye or to get or keep that job.  The hard part is 
when we don’t get a second chance to reach out to someone before they die or move away. 
 
Take that experience where you can’t receiv a 2nd chance for that particular situation and ask God 
for a 2nd chance in another area of our life.  Ask God for a 2nd chance to be honourable, to be 
honest, to be kind.  We can give a 2nd chance to someone else and transfer over that gift knowing it 
is very important. 
 
A key question to reflect upon:  Are you known as a person who gives 2nd chances? 
 
How do you handle the second chances that God gives you?  Be like Jonah and say “YES! I will take 
the chances and be thankful.”  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


