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Best ever 
‘Super Hero’ 

T-Shirt! 
 

Recognize the 
parishioner 
behind this 
spiffy tee?   

Hint:  He’s a 
Bell Ringer, a 

Scripture 
Lector, an 

Advisory Board 
Member, and a 
new Grandpa. 

 
[Hey, that gives 
me an idea for 
the next time 

FUNtastic 
Friday’s has  a 

SuperHero 
theme . . .] 

 
 

“Ambassador For Christ”   ~   2 Corinthians 5: 20 
 

 
 
 

  
A "Grace Note" from www.thunderbaynorthshoreanglicans.com 

 
“Famous last words:  ‘I’ll get right with God later.’ ”  

 

http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/
http://www.thunderbaynorthshoreanglicans.com/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 
Our New Carpet IS NOW IN!!!  
Here is the “before” picture, and 
here’s a shot of the working getting 
underway with the cutting of the 
border into strips.  Come to church 
and see the “after” . . .   Our new 
carpet is designed for churches and 
contains Christian symbols.  Look for:  

 The parish blue in the border 
 The Trinitarian design that 

replicates the shapes in the 
stained glass over the main 
doors to the nave 

 The Celtic vines that signify 
that we bring Christ into every 
part of our lives 

 The sheaves of wheat in the 
gold medallions 

 The Jerusalem cross design in 
the medallions 

 The Eucharistic background colour of burgundy 
 

Editor’s Note:  Our beautiful new carpet got lots of compliments on Monday, when a funeral for Joan 
Crompton was attended by nearly 300!  Many people made a point of coming up to tell us how gorgeous 
they thought our carpet was and how impressed they are with our shiny floors in the hall downstairs and the 
care we put into maintaining our church building.   
 
Introducing The New St. Paul’s Café!  
The wait is over!  I encourage you to come and see how Christopher Willie 
repurposed our historic organ console, bench, pedals, and some of the pipes 
to become our new Café.  Dorothy Piccinin added this comment the new 
Coffee Schedule she sent out to all our Hospitality Teams at the start of 
January: 
 

I hope everyone has noticed that Christopher Willie has been working 
diligently on the coffee bar.  It isn’t totally completed, but he has done 
an amazing job so far, so when you see him, be sure to congratulate 
him on his creativity and on a job well done.  I am sure everyone is 
excited for the new machinery and our new delicious coffee. 

 
The Café, featuring coffee from St. Paul Roastery in the North Ward will be open for our fellowship 
after the 10 am service this Sunday, January 21.  No more coffee in aluminum urns.  Each stainless 
steel urn will be made from freshly-ground coffee.  Each urn will have a consistent and delicious 
taste, whether caffeinated or decaf.  A hot water spigot (carefully out of the reach of toddlers) will 
enable everyone to make a cup of tea anytime.   
 
May God bless us with the continued grace of hospitality.  This gift was started by our ACW ladies 
(formerly the Women’s Institute) many decades ago and we are maintaining the tradition.  In 
thanksgiving for all the women in years past who worked so very hard preparing weekly coffee, tea, 
and treats. 
 
Congratulations To Laurie Sandham, Bishop’s Lay Representative, Youth Ministry Committee  
People had lots of nice things to say when we announced our Sunday School Co-ordinator Laurie’s 
appointment by the Bishop last week.  Here are some of the responses we received: 
 

 Congratulations to Laurie on her new position!  She is a great choice for her new role!  
The many new additions to the church sound wonderful!  I can't wait to see them this 
summer.  



Congratulations, Bev Rendall, former parishioner now in Thornhill 
 

 This is simply wonderful news.  Laurie’s gifts of the Holy Spirit are clearly visible to 
all who encounter her in our parish and in the greater community of Thunder Bay.   
I feel blessed for the opportunity that God has given me, through the ‘Food for the 
Soul’ workshops, to get to know Laurie and to value her as a friend in faith  
Suzy, “Why Knot Knit?!” Workshop leader 

 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
2.    Events In Faith 

 
WEDNESDAYS: 

 Easy Exercise & Falls Prevention  ~  12 Noon, DROP IN 

 Rector’s Bible Study  ~  7:15pm, DROP IN 

THURSDAYS: 
 Youth Group ~  6:30pm, DROP IN 

 Choir Practice  ~  7:00pm, DROP IN 
 
SATURDAY JANUARY 20: 

 Men’s Breakfast  ~  8:45am, DROP IN 

 ‘Why Knot Try Knitting?!’  ~  12 Noon, DROP IN 
 

SUNDAY JANUARY 21: 
 ‘Week of Prayer For Christian Unity’ Service  ~  3:00pm, FIRST WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
  

SATURDAY JANUARY 27 
 Basics of Photography  ~  1:00pm, REGISTER @ 707-3048 

  
3.    My Sermon from last Sunday January 14, 2018, ‘2nd after The Epiphany’  ~  “Come. See. Follow.” 
 

Speak, Lord, your servants are listening.  Amen. 
 
I want you to think about what originally connected you to St. Paul’s.  For some of you, this has been 
your lifelong parish.  For others, you started to attend in 2017.  For many of you, your journey is 
somewhere in between.  Did you read about us on our website?  Did your parents bring you here for 
baptism?  Were you married here?  Did a friend invite you to ‘come and see’?  What is your story? 
 
For me?  I came to St. Paul’s in 2005.  I was happy in the parish of St. Mark’s and St. James (Rosslyn 
and Murillo).  The Bishop at the time, Bishop Ron Ferris, came to me and asked me if he could put 
my name forward as a candidate for Rector at St. Paul’s.  Canon Paul Carr had retired in 2004, and 
the elected concurrence committee at the church was prayerfully searching for a new incumbent.  I 
had spent 5 years in the parish of West Thunder Bay and along with the good people in West Thunder 
Bay, we had built up the parish from a part-time parish to a full-time parish.  I had enjoyed loving and 
meaningful relationships among the people. 
 
But, yet, this was my Bishop.  I was and I am called to obedience to my bishop and so I said YES.  I 
felt a bit like the young boy Samuel.  I replied to Bishop Ron and to God and I quote from the song 
“Here I Am, Lord” that is based upon the call of Samuel:  

“Here I am, Lord . . .  I will go, Lord, if you lead me, I will hold your people in your heart.” 
 
I remember walking into St. Paul’s, after I had been chosen by the Concurrence Committee to lead 
this parish.  I can’t say anything to anyone as the appointment had not yet been announced.  I felt 
intimidated by the sheer size of this church and of this parish after coming from small and intimate 
rural churches. 
 
But I trusted in God and in the psalmist’s promise from our psalm this morning (Psalm 139)  ~  Here is 
the last verse:  “You lead me in the way everlasting.” 
 
God searches for us, knows us and loves us. 



My family and I came here in August 2005 and I can say with all of my heart, we’ve been living happily 
ever after! 
 
God continues to call us today, to speak to us today, and to ask us to follow him as his disciples.  All 
we have to do is to listen and to say YES. 
 
Jesus called each of his 12 disciples by a personal invitation.  The call of the disciples in John’s gospel 
is different from the call of the first disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  In these gospels we have 
the familiar story of Jesus calling 4 fishermen while walking beside the Sea of Galilee.  Two sets of 
brothers are called in this way:  Peter and Andrew, and James and John.  We even have a stained 
glass window in the sanctuary that honours the calling of the first disciples. 
 
John’s account is different.  
Jesus has already chosen 
some disciples of John the 
Baptist, including Andrew, 
John, and Peter.  Then 
Jesus travels up to Galilee 
and asks Philip to follow 
him.  Philip was from the 
fishing village of Bethsaida, 
the home town of Andrew 
and Peter. 
   
Bethsaida is significant in 
that Jesus’s walking on the 
water and the feeding of 
the 5,000 took place close 
to Bethsaida.  Bethsaida is 
on the north-west corner 
of the Sea of Galilee and it 
has recently been 
identified.  This location 
has become the site of 
archeological digs.  Here is a photo of what went on in the ancient site of Bethsaida in 2017. 
 

Back to Philip.  He is so excited about being 
called as one of Jesus’s earliest disciples that he 
has to talk about it  ~  to shout it from the 
rooftops.  I see this happening with people’s 
experiences of St. Paul’s.  They feel the warmth 
and presence of God here and they have to talk 
about it.  On Friday evening there were over 60 
people in the church for ‘FUNtastic Friday’ and 
most of them were not parishioners!  Here is a 
photo of some of the excitement on Friday 
evening; 
 
In spite of email, tweets, and Instagram, word of 
mouth and physical ‘one-to-one’ contact is still 
meaningful and important. 
 
Philip and Nathanael must have been friends as 
their names are always put beside each other in 
any listing of the disciples in the Bible.  Except in 
all the gospels but John, Nathanael is listed as 
‘Bartholomew.’  We believe that Nathanael and 
Bartholomew are the same person. 
   
Now Nathanael is skeptical after Philip gushes 
with great excitement about Jesus.  This is 
similar to people who have been turned off by 
organized religion  (Do you know anyone like 



that?).  They make cynical comments.  Here’s what Nathanael said to Philip:  “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?”  (John 1:46).  Nazareth was a small town in the Galilee and not considered, 
unlike Jerusalem, to be the centre of wisdom or salvation.  A person today might say, “I can’t imagine 
anything good coming from a church.  I sure don’t need it!” 
 
However, Nathanael respects Philip enough to go and search out Jesus.  My hope is that after you 
speak about the wonder of worshipping Christ in this community that people respect your opinion 
enough to come to St. Paul’s and give us a try. 
   
When Jesus sees Nathanael approaching him, Jesus fulfills the words of Psalm 139 as he knows 
everything about Nathanael, including his thoughts.  Jesus says this of Nathanael, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
 
Jesus sees that Nathanael is honest and sincere.  He knows him completely.  Nathanael then hears 
Jesus telling him that Jesus saw Nathanael under the fig tree.  That reference means that Nathanael 
is a deep thinker and a philosopher. 
   
Nathanael is astounded that Jesus knows him completely, inside and out.  Nathanael then refers to 
Jesus as the Son of God, as the King of Israel. 
 
Today in 2018, God uses you and me to invite others to ‘Come and See.’  That person then has a 
personal experience of the peace of Christ, and then answers God’s call to become a disciple and to 
follow Jesus. 
 
I encourage you to imitate Philip.  Talk about the importance of Christ in your own life with others.  
Our faith is not a private faith.  It is to be shared.  We are all called to be evangelists.  Then invite 
the person to Come and See. 
  
It is actually a simple 3 step process: 

Come. 
See. 
Follow. 

 
In this season of Epiphany,  may you hear God calling in the night and may you respond YES.  I will 
come.  I will see.  I will follow.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
4.    Scriptures for this Sunday January 21, 2018,‘The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany’  ~ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
                   

 Jonah 3: 1–5, 10  ~  The Lord sends Jonah to the large city of Ninevah with a warning.  They  
avert disaster by “turning from their evil ways.”  [vs 10]  

 Psalm 62: 6-14  ~  The psalmist exhorts the people to “pour out their heart” to the Lord and 
trust in him alone and not people or riches.    

 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31  ~  Paul warns the church in Corinth that time is short as “the present 
form of this world is passing away.”  [vs 31]  

 Mark 1: 14-20  ~  Jesus comes to Galilee, proclaims the “Kingdom of God is near” and calls the 
first Disciples. 

  
5.    Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SATURDAY January 13          5:00pm  ‘Praise & Worship’ Eucharist    14 

SUNDAY January 14              8:30am   Holy Eucharist                        17 

                                10:00am   Holy Eucharist        102 

WEDNESDAY January 16       9:30am   Holy Eucharist                 8 
 

                           TOTAL   141 
                      

2nd WEEK of JANUARY        JAN 14               YEAR to DATE           OFFERING GOAL   
     
Offerings                 $ 5,273                   $8,680                  [undetermined]     



Budget                      [undetermined]       [undetermined] 

     Percentage of Goal      [undetermined]       [undetermined] 
  

6.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine."  [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 

 
 
 
 

Swallowed By A Whale?  ‘Whatever!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Embarrassing Moment . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Easiest New Year’s Diet . . . 

 
 
 

  

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”        

  
The Ven. Deborah Kraft    624-7161 

stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
      622-4945 

stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca 
 

stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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