
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday May 20, 2018 ‘Pentecost’  ~  “The Truth Of The Holy Spirit” 
 

Through the written word, and through the spoken word, 
may we know your Living Word:  Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

 
“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh.” (Joel 2: 28)   
 
These words are the words that Peter used nearly 2,000 years ago to begin his powerful sermon on the 
Day of Pentecost that he delivered in Jerusalem. 
 
“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh.” (Joel 2: 28) 
 
Like millions of people in North America, I got up early yesterday and watched the royal wedding.  I 
found Meghan poised and beautiful.  I found Harry tearful and very human.  I found Bishop Michael 
Curry’s sermon on the Power of Love filled with the voice of God, the word of God.  I saw and heard 
the living word of Jesus in Bishop Curry.  He is the Primate of the Episcopal Church of the United 
States.  His impassioned sermon on the redemptive power of love to change the world will be one 
that none of us will ever forget. And I must tell you the wedding service made me very proud to be an 
Anglican.  Although I kept looking for comparisons between St. George’s Chapel and St. Paul’s! 
 
We know that the sermon was not Bishop Curry’s first sermon. He has preached thousands of sermons.  
He is very warm and experienced and wise.   
 
We do know that when we do things for the first time, we are often anxious and nervous and not quite 
sure of our new roles, our new identities.  Think about your first day on the job, your first day at 
university, your first day home as a new parent, the first time you drove a car by yourself.  Remember 
how you felt then and how you feel now. 
 
I don’t remember the title of my first sermon but I do remember that it was about Jesus as our pilot 
who gives us assistance when we navigate the stormy seas.  The sermon gospel text was about Jesus 
stilling the storm in Matthew 8.  I remember how nervous I was and I know that I was thinking more 
about myself than about letting God use me to bring about personal transformations.                                                    
 
A newly-ordained Anglican priest found himself preaching his first sermon in the parish at a funeral 
service.  The casket was in the church.  The man who had just died was known as an eccentric, and the 
nervous priest said to the deceased man’s wife and to the whole congregation:  “I realize this must be a 
very hard blow for all of you.  Just try to 
remember that what we see before us is 
only the husk, the shell of your dear 
husband  ~  the nut has gone to heaven.” 
 
Today is the day in the annual church 
calendar when we celebrate the beginning 
of the church, the Day of Pentecost.  This 
day is always remembered 50 days after 
Easter, and 10 days after Ascension.  We 
call Pentecost a “moveable feast” as the 
date changes from year to year, 
depending upon the date for Easter.  On 
the Day of Pentecost, thousands of Jewish 
people were in Jerusalem celebrating the 
Feast of Weeks, an early harvest. 



We read in the book of Acts that the believers were all together in one place.  The spirit of God, the 
Holy Spirit, descended upon them.  There are real physical manifestations of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  Wind and heat.  Wind, flames and fire is how the church began.  Not gentle drops of rain or a 
light summer breeze but a massive gust of wind and massive amounts of heat.   
 
I have just returned from 6 days at Disney World with our daughter Laura, her husband Jan, and their 
3 little ones.  We were leaving the ‘Magic Kingdom’ on Tuesday afternoon of this past week and all of 
a sudden, a massive wind storm and rain storm came upon us.  It happened immediately.  It happened 
quickly.  It was strong and powerful and almost blew us and thousands of others leaving the park down 
on the ground.   

 
This is what the Spirit of God is like.  It is not “gentle Jesus, 
meek and mild.”  The Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of the Holy 
Trinity, is the full power of the ascended Christ in all his glory. 
 
The Holy Spirit is alive and blows into our hearts and lives today.  
How do we know this?  What are the signs that we have the Holy 
Spirit within us?  Let me give you a recent example:  There is a 
congregation in the Diocese of Algoma that had become 
complacent.  There was no energy, few people at church, no 
ideas, no volunteers.  The few remaining people were doing their 
best to carry on but they were all getting tired.  Over the past 
couple of months, this congregation has seen a complete 

turnaround.  There are people wanting to volunteer and to get involved.  People have returned to 
worship.  The believers hope and pray that with the power of the Holy Spirit working within them, this 
congregation has a future.  They do not want to die. 
 
That’s the whole purpose of the Holy Spirit.  Its purpose is 
not just to make us feel good but to do things in the name of 
God.  It powers us up to do ministry, to give of ourselves, to 
be agents of compassion, to be instruments of God’s grace. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, the apostle Peter gives his first 
sermon and it is the best sermon of his life.  There are 
several other sermons of Peter recorded in the Book of Acts 
but this first one is IT! 
 
The sermon steals the show from the Jewish agricultural 
festival.  People’s hearts are set on fire and people are 
called to action.  That day, 3000 people were baptized.  
 
The sermon is clear, to the point, and scriptural. Peter begins 
his sermon by quoting from the prophet Joel.  “I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh.”  That means every person on 
this planet. People of all races, creeds, backgrounds.   
 
Then Peter continues by talking about Jesus of Nazareth.  
How Jesus did deeds of power, wonder, and signs and that 
he was crucified.  Peter goes on to say that God raised him 
up and freed him from death.  Death has lost its power. 
 
Peter says that he was a witness of the resurrection and of 
the ascension.  Peter is very clear about who Jesus is.  He 



does not mince words.  He calls Jesus ~ Jesus God. 
 
Peter goes on to say that Jesus is Lord.  Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah.  Jesus is God.   
 
Then, Peter gives his listeners a call to action.  Our faith is more than words.  The Spirit of God calls 
us to do something about it  ~  Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 
sins may be forgiven and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
This gift is available to us today.  The Holy Spirit leads us into truth so that we hear the truth in the 
gospel message and do something about it.  
 
Here’s what the American theologian Barbara Brown Taylor has said about the Holy Spirit: 
 

When the wind and fire of the Spirit start coming down, do we welcome them or do we reach 
for an umbrella? Do we want to be stretched that far…transformed that completely, suddenly 
doing things we never thought we could do? Or do we prefer the old crippling identities, the old 
quarrels and resistances, the old anxiety and despair, the old patterns of war and hate and 
greed. We may not like them, but at least they are familiar. Or dare we embrace Pentecost, 
dare we embrace a powerful unimaginable alternative? As Alan Jones, of Grace Cathedral in 
San Francisco once said, “Only a fool would pray for the Holy Spirit, only fools for Christ do.”  

 
Let us fold up our umbrellas and embrace the truth of the Spirit of God.   
 
During our Pentecost prayers this morning, we will be singing this response: 

“May the Holy Spirit guide us into Truth.” 
 
This truth of Pentecost is the promise of Pentecost. The blessing of Pentecost.  The dreams of 
Pentecost for us personally, for our church, for our communities. The action call of Pentecost.   
 

“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh.”  Joel 2: 28 
 

Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


