
  
My Sermon from last Sunday November 26, 2017, ‘The Reign Of Christ’  ~ 

 
“I Was A Stranger And You Welcomed Me” 

 
I speak to you in the name of God ~ Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  Amen 

 
What do you like better, sheep or goats?  I actually feel the same about each.  I like sheep for their 
wool and goats for their cheese.  I’ve never had a desire to raise either sheep or goats and the only 
time that I come into contact with sheep and goats (except the ill-fated time when our previous dog 
Belle and I went to a sheep ranch to practice her herding), is at the petting zoo at the CLE.  And then 
I don’t really like either sheep or goats. 
   
Would you consider one of the two animals to be better than another?  Probably not. 
  
Here’s a question for you:  Which animal is upheld in the Bible as being a better animal?  Sheep or 
goats?  You’re right!  Sheep it is. 
 
It is interesting that sheep are given priority over goats in the Bible and shepherds are upheld more 
than goat-herders. 
 
The psalmist doesn’t write, “The Lord is my goat-herder” but “Rhe Lord is my Shepherd.”  The 
prophet Isaiah doesn’t say, “All we like goats have gone astray” but rather “All we like sheep have 
gone astray.”  Ezekiel doesn’t say “You are the goats, the goats of my pasture” but “You are my 
sheep, the sheep of my pasture.” 
 
In the Old Testament, sheep are considered special, and used for sacrifice.  Many of the heroes of the 
Old Testament were shepherds, such as David.  God said He would ‘shepherd’ His people.  Jesus 
claims to be the’Good Shepherd.’ 
 
What do the goats represent?  In Genesis, Jacob uses goatskins to trick Isaac.  Then Jacob uses goats 
to trick his uncle Laban. 
 
In our gospel passage for this Sunday, the last Sunday of the church year before we begin again next 
Sunday, December 3 with a new church year, the first Sunday in Advent, we hear Jesus judging the 
nations.  The good people, the people who follow God and who see Christ in others, are the sheep.  
The bad people, the people who do not follow God and who do not see Christ in others are the goats.  
Goats are to be punished and sheep are to be blessed and rewarded. 
 
It would seem that the average Jew in Jesus' audience would already know that sheep are good and 
goats are bad, which would more easily illustrate Jesus' points in his teaching. 
 
The most popular image of Christ in the first century after the resurrection was of Christ as the ‘Good 
Shepherd,’ holding a sheep across his shoulders. 
 
Why then did goats come to be associated with evil and sheep with good?  Is this fair to goats?  How 
did this come to be? 
 
Well, no one really knows but there has been speculation.  Sheep follow their shepherd while goat 
herders follow the goats.  Sheep are to be protected from the environment while the environment 
needs to be protected from goats.  Goats follow their own lead.  Christians need to follow God, to be 
like sheep that follow the shepherd. 
 
I have no idea if God considers me to be a sheep or a goat.  Probably a bit of both. 
 
Let’s go further on in the passage and listen to what Jesus tells us we must do:  (from Matthew 25) 
 

 I was hungry and you gave me food 

 I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink 

 I was a stranger and you welcomed me 

 I was naked and you gave me clothing 

 I was sick and you took care of me                                                                                                          

 I was in prison and you visited me 
 
Jesus goes on to say that as we do one of the above actions, it is as if we are doing it directly to Jesus 



himself. 
 
I have watched you, as a congregation, reach out in love to Solade and Wilhemina.  Two newcomers 
who inspire us.  Two newcomers that we desire to support through our fund-raising lunch today to 
raise money for the washed out bridge and gate leading to Solade’s family church in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, Africa.  (NOTE TO READERS:  We held a fund-raising lunch after church on nov. 26 to 
raise money to support the bridge repairs.) 
   
I want to tell you a story of how our Men’s Breakfast Group is living this scripture.  A young man 
dropped into the monthly Men’s Breakfast last Saturday morning, November 18.  He was hungry.  The 
men immediately invited him to join the group for their delicious hot breakfast.  They did not fix him 
a plate and sit him down at a table far away from the group.  I watched them welcome him into the 
group.  He sat at the same table with everyone else.  Yes, he was a little loud during some group 
announcements but no one seemed to mind. 
  
The young man said he needed socks so one man drove home to bring him socks.  I started to speak 
with him and told him that he was welcome to come into the church when I am there which is most 
mornings.  The young man was very grateful and said that no one at any other church had ever said 
this to him before.  
  
Then the story just gets better.  The same man who went home to get the socks realized that this young 
man was going to walk to Slate River Valley to stay with a family member.  A very long walk on a very 
cold day.  So our parishioner decided, without hesitation, to drive the young man to Slate River Valley. 
 
What Jesus is telling us is a key message of our Christian faith.  We reach out in love to others.  We 
reach out to serve others.  We know that if we are attentive and open, we will see Christ in them. 
And we are blessed. 
 
At the end of the service today, you will have a lot on your mind.  You will want to leave for another 
activity, or go downstairs to get a chair for lunch, or speak to me.  This day, I want you to be 
attentive, and go over to someone you do not know and tell them your name.  Tell them you hope 
they have a good day.  I’m not going to ask you to do it now because that would be too easy, but to 
do it at the end of service. 
   
Is it easy?  No!  It is never easy to walk up to people we do not know.  Is it important?  Absolutely.  
These actions bring us into the presence of Christ himself.  Please get out of your comfort zone. 
 
Let’s live the gospel.  The Christ who comes as judge, as king, as God, ultimately lives within those 
who are marginalized or poor or anxious or scared or without hope.  When we turn from the least of 
these, it is as if we are turning from the Christ who rules over all and in all. 
 
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

 


