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“Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!” 
 

Lincoln Sebesta gets a boost from 
his Mom & Dad as he helps 

“flower the cross” with his carnation 
on Easer Sunday.  Good job! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
 

~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
A "Grace Note" from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“One of the most important things in Christian life is to 
 focus on God’s great love for us.”  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
I Am Back From 5 Days In Finland!  
About 2 weeks ago after 
granddaughter Eevi was born on 
March 13, I decided to travel to 
Finland as a surprise guest for the 
“Naming Ceremony.”  It is a 
Finnish custom to have a special 
ceremony to unveil the name of a 
child.  Usually this event coincides 
with the giving of Christian names 
at the baptism.  As Eevi needs a 
passport to travel to Canada for 
her baptism at St. Paul’s at the 
end of July, the naming ceremony 
was separated from the baptism.  
 
Jouni and I had decided that he 
would go over to Finland to 
represent the Kraft family.  This seemed well and fine on paper but once Eevi was born, my heart did 
not follow the direction of logic.  Christine and Jayne in the church office were instrumental in 
encouraging me to go.  As I had held and blessed all my grandchildren when they were newborns, I 
decided that I would have regrets down the road if I left out Eevi.   
 
It Is Very Hard To Be A Deceiver!  
So the surprise planning began.  Jouni went over to 
Finland on April 3 and will be returning on April 13 late 
in the evening.  When I dropped him off at the airport 
on the afternoon of April 3, he had no idea that I would 
be joining him in Tampere, Finland just 3 days later.  
As we share 1 passport folder, I was concerned that he 
might take my passport with him and then I would not 
be able to travel.  I asked him his plans and told him 
that just in case I drove to Ryden’s, I might need my 
passport.  Passport issue solved. 
 
I then asked Jouni to leave behind some of our euros so 
I could give some to Riitta as a little gift when she 
comes over to Canada in July.  Jouni gave me a quizzical 
look and said that he planned to take them all and would 
most likely bring some back home.  I decided to secret away 
some of his euros, hoping that Jouni had not counted his 
money!  That night I became a thief and stole some of his 
euros from his stash.  Later in Finland I asked him if he 
noticed that his euros were reduced.  He said “No”! 
 
Next I needed to make arrangements for the weekend 
worship services and brought Deacon Anne and a couple of 
other people into the secret.  I also needed to arrange care 
for Wally.  Jouni’s sister Eeva agreed to move into the house 
for 5 days to take care of Wally.  I told her she had to keep 
our plans a secret and her comment was that if Jouni asked her point blank if I was going, she would 
find it very difficult to lie.  So now, as a priest, I was advocating not just deceiving but also lying!! 
 
I bought my ticket on Iceland Air for a great price and started to worry when the confirmation notices 
appeared on the email address that Jouni and I share.  So I quickly erased my Iceland Air emails as 
fast as they appeared hoping that I got to the emails before my husband.  Fortunately Jouni did not 
see any of them.  As I pay the VISA bills, I was not worried that Jouni would notice the airfare charge. 
 
Then I needed to tell my 4 Wardens, as I would not be at the Advisory Board meeting on Monday 



evening, April 9.  So now more people were in on the secret . . .  Because I have an ‘I-Phone’ with a 
locator feature on it, I realized that I needed to turn off the “find your friends” feature since Thomas 
might decide to check where I was and find me flying over the Atlantic! 
 
I then told my boss Bishop Anne and she shared my JOY.  I flew out of Thunder Bay on Thursday 
afternoon, April 5.  And 20 hours later, on late Friday afternoon, April 6, I arrived via train in 
Tampere, Finland.  I flew Thunder Bay to Toronto, Toronto to Reykjavik, Iceland, Reykjavik to 
Helsinki and then took 2 trains to Tampere.  Tampere is the 2nd largest city in Finland.  I did not 
check any luggage which made life easier.  I have never before travelled so far with so little luggage. 
 
Once in Tampere, I walked to Thomas & Riittas’ condo.  I was concerned that they might not be at 
home and I arranged for my daughter-in-law Carrie to phone Thomas and try to find out his plans.  
Thomas and Jouni had originally planned to go to the Symphony that Friday night, but fortunately the 
performance was entirely sold out.  I pretended to be sad when they told me; inside I was shouting, 
“Hooray!”  I knew the way to the condo and it is situated in the old part of the town by the river in a 
neighbourhood called Tampela.  As I walked, I became more and more excited and all signs of jet lag 
vanished.  I arrived and  . . .  rang the buzzer.  Thomas answered and I said, “Hi!  It’s Mom!!!”  The 
ultimate “Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner?!” 
 
Thomas and Jouni were shocked almost beyond words.  Riitta was very happy.  What a glorious evening 
of celebration . . .  And I got to meet and hold my precious granddaughter Eevi Shirley Sofia Kraft. 
 
The Downside . . .  
Now all stories have 
downsides.  Big sister 
Elli (she turned 2 this 
past Wednesday April 9) 
had been sick with 
stomach flu.  And guess 
what?  We all got it 
during my short 5 day 
visit!  Well, the bright 
side is that we were all 
able to stay home and 
recover together, and I was better before I returned home.  There was nowhere else I wanted to be 
but lying on a couch with Elli and Eevi.  The good news is that the baby did not get sick, but she was 
the only one.  I left Tampere on Tuesday morning, April 10 and arrived home at midnight.  I was able 
to preside at our 9:30 am Wednesday morning eucharist.  
 
The Moral Of My Travelling Tale ~  

 Listen to your heart.  I will never regret what I did.  This memory fills me with JOY. 
 

 It is too hard to be a deceiver.  I can’t imagine how 
people live with themselves if they deceive on a 
regular basis.  I know it was necessary in my case, but 
it was exhausting! 

 
 Big secrets require helpers.  I couldn’t have pulled 

this off without the support of my family, and many 
people at the church. Thank you Ann Camber and 
Deacon Anne for taking care of our 3 weekend 
services.  I am forever grateful. 

 
God bless all your surprises and do them!  Life is too short!  
Don’t hold back.      “Surprise us with love at daybreak. 
                          We will rejoice and be glad.”  Psalm 90:14 
 
And if you are able to come to church on Sunday, July 29 for 
the 10 am service, you will meet Eevi and her cousin 
Aleksander from Ottawa and share in their baptisms. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 



2.    A Fish Fry ‘Grace Note of Thanks’ from our Men’s Breakfast Group  ~ 
 
Sincere and heartfelt thanks to everyone who supported the Men’s Breakfast Group’s 13th annual 
Charity Fish Fry.  It was our most successful to date, raising more than $5,075 in proceeds from 
ticket sales, donations, and community sponsorship.  Combined with the proceeds with our annual 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, we realized just over $5,845 to split between the Underground 
Gym and the St. Charles Anglican Church Bridge Repairs.  [Sponsorship Donations accepted until 
early May to help us reach $6K!!]  The Underground Gym is so grateful for our support each year, 
and it is a real pleasure and privilege to be able to raise these funds and help towards the outstanding 
work they do in our community. And this year especially, it is an honor to continue our support for 
Canon Buck and the St. Charles Anglican Church with the reconstruction of their mudslide-devastated 
bridge, the sole access to their church.  We believe we are building a lasting ‘spiritual bridge’ with 
the parish of St. Charles in Sierra Leone, Freetown, Africa.  You all have made this possible!  
 
Thank you to everyone who bought tickets and came out for an excellent meal [if I do say so myself!]  A 
humble heartfelt “THANK YOU!” to our tireless Men’s Breakfast Group, who set up, sold, cooked, ran up 
and down the back stairs for 2 hours with trays of freshly-cooked hot fish and fries, served, cleaned up, 
then counted a billion $5 bills and several pounds of coins, and did it all with a smile!  You continue to 
amaze me each year.  Thank you to ‘Chef Don’ for the loan of his fryers and his expertise; and to our 
fearless leader Dave Middleton for all those grocery lists and shopping trips; and to Doug Oshimo and 
Family for endless loads of dishes; and to Ernie Tilbury and Christine French for manning the door and 
knowing everyone; and to Patrick Malcom for mixing dozens of batches of dessert; and to Marshall 
Farquharson and Donnie Harris for the arduous chore of setting up and taking down the outdoor kitchen.  
You are all a pleasure to work with.  Well done! 

Christopher Willie, Men’s Breakfast Group 
  

3.    A Bake Sale ‘Grace Note of Thanks’ from our Youth Group  ~ 
 
On behalf of all the Youth, I would like to thank everybody who helped and bought baked goods at our 
Bake Sale last Sunday.  We raised $540 (enough to send one of us to CLAY2018). 

~  Evan Davis, St. Paul’s Youth 
 
Update!  Your support helped us raise $580 to date, which will send one individual to CLAY2018., the 
National Gathering of Canadian Lutheran & Anglican Youth, held in Thunder Bay this year.  The 
Youth and Leaders send a huge “THANK YOU!” out to the 
parishioners of St. Paul’s for your baking donations and for 
buying goodies or making a cash donation. Thank you for your 
continued support.  And “Thank You!” to Evan Davis for 
suggesting this fundraiser and for all the work he put in to 
help it run smoothly.  Great job Evan!    And a big thank 
you to our “Guest Chef” Terrie Malcolm for sharing her 
baking expertise; much appreciated. 
 
Congratulations to Miss Hazel debakker who won the 
awesome “Cupcake Bouquet.”  Good News:   If you’d like 
your own bouquet or would like to give one to someone for 
Mother’s Day you can place an order with the Youth!!  Just 
$15 per bouquet; they will be made by ‘Chef Terrie’ and the 
youth.  We also have some “CookieMix Jars” left; these also 
make great gifts and will be available at this Sunday’s Parish 
Lunch after church, or by asking the Youth.   

~  Jen Snowden, Youth Leader 
  

4.   FUNtastic Friday  ~  TONIGHT FRIDAY APRIL 13, 6-8pm 
 
‘FUNtastic Friday’ FREE Family Night!  Ditch the kitchen and 
take the kids out for ‘CheeseBurger Pizza,’ Veggies, & 
Apple Salad and an evening of family fun.  Goodbye ‘after-
Easter blahs,’ hello games, stories, songs, and crafts.  Great 
way to let the kids shake their sillies out!  FREE and open to 
everyone.  NO NEED TO REGISTER, JUST COME ON OUT!   



  
5.    What’s On This Week  ~   
 
Don Harris Sr.’s Funeral THIS Saturday, April 14, 1:00pm at SARGENT & SON FUNERAL HOME  ~  
Parishioner Donnie Harris’s father, Don Harris Sr. has been called home to Jesus.  Archdeacon 
Deborah is officiating at the funeral at Sargent & Son Funeral Home.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Donnie and his family.  “Rest eternal grant unto Don Sr., O Lord, and may light perpetual shine 
upon him.” 
 
PARISH LUNCH  THIS Sunday April 15, after 10:00am Service  ~  
Hot Beef Sandwich, Roast Veggies, and Dessert.  Plan to stay and break bread with your parish family!  
Freewill Offering, all welcome. 
 

HELP WANTED:  Must Enjoy Being Fed; No Skills Needed, Grateful Heart an Asset! 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are all looking forward to restarting our parish lunches again this coming Sunday.  When we 
do our lunches, we can feed anywhere from 75-100 people . . . awesome fellowship right?!?   
 
As with most things in life, there is always a lot of work that goes on behind the scenes  ~  
Shopping, Prep, Chip-Chopping/Slicing-Dicing, Serving, and of course, the dreaded CleanUp. 
   
I know how my awesomeness blows you away, but even I have to humbly admit that YOUR 
ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED.  Please text me or email me [707-5076 / jaynecoy@icloud.com] if 
you can spare an hour or two on Sunday to help with prep, serving and ‘the dishes.’ 
 
Much appreciate it, lovely people, 

Jayne  ~  Your Culinary Goddess!! 

 
                                                             Dorothy Manson’s Funeral 

THIS Monday, April 16, 11:00am  ~  
One of our beloved parish matriarchs has 
been called home to Jesus.  Dorothy was a 
shining light in our ACW; our thoughts and 
prayers are with her husband Hugh and 
family.  “Rest eternal grant unto Dorothy, 
O Lord, and may light perpetual shine 
upon her.” 
 
The Reverend Howard McKay’s Funeral THIS Tuesday, 11:00am  
The Reverend Howard McKay, husband of Diocesan Lay Reader 
Jessie McKay and father of parishioner and Advisory Board Member 
Sharon Angeconeb, has been called home to Jesus.  His service 
will be here at St. Paul’s this Tuesday, with a 10:00 am Visitation 
held prior to the Service.  “Rest eternal grant unto Howard, O 
Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon him.” 

 
Youth Group Thursdays, 6:30pm 
 
Choir Practice Thursdays, 7pm 

  
6.    My Sermon from Friday March 30, ‘Good Friday’  ~  “What Is Truth?” 
 

In the name of our crucified Christ.  Amen. 
 

In 1226, St. Francis of Assisi wrote his testament.  He said: 
 
“We adore Thee, most holy Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all Thy churches that are in the whole 
world, and we bless Thee; because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the World.  Amen.” 

mailto:jaynecoy@icloud.com


 
(IN LATIN):   Adoramus te, sanctissime Domine Iesu Christe, Hic (‘heeck’) et ad omnes (‘om-nehs’) 

Ecclesias tuas, quae sunt in toto mundo, et benedicimus (‘benedichimus’) tibi (‘tibby’); 
quia(‘key-ah’) per (‘pair’)  sanctam Crucem (‘cruchem’) tuam 
redemisti (‘ray day mist ee’) mundum (‘moon doom’).  Amen 

 
Almost 2,000 years ago, a Roman governor chose to ask a profound question of a man who was about 
to be executed: 
 

"What is truth?" 
 
On the morning of his death, Jesus is taken to the headquarters of the Governor of Judea, a man 
named Pontius Pilate.  Pilate asks Jesus what he has done to incur the wrath of the Jewish leaders 
and if Jesus claims to be the King of the Jews.  Jesus states that his kingdom is not of this world and 
that he came to testify to the truth (from John 18). 
 
Pilate then responds with this questions:  “What is truth?” 
 
Philosophers and theologians have struggled with this question for thousands of years.  Is truth beliefs 
that are true?  Is it sincerity?  Is what is true for you always true for another person?  Is there relative 
truth or absolute truth? 
  
Relative truth means that what is true for you may not be true for me.  I am comfortably warm right 
now.  You might be cold or even hot.  All is this is relative truth.  Absolute truth transcends 
everything, such as our belief as Christians in what God has done for us.  On this holy day of Good 
Friday, we are reflecting about an absolute truth  ~  that Jesus died for us on the cross for our 
redemption and salvation.   
 
As Christians, we believe in the absolute truth of scripture.  The Bible reveals the love of God, God’s 
plan for humanity, and the history of God’s people.  But that doesn’t mean that we take every truth 
in the Bible literally.  We all know that the world was not created in seven 24 hour days.  Some of the 
stories are metaphors for truth.  God did create the world and everything that God created was good.  
It is still all true. 
   
Here is what we know to be true about Pontius Pilate.  He is the most famous person associated with 
the trial and execution of Jesus.  His name is declared in the 2 most important creeds of the church:  
the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.  Pilate is mentioned by historians such as Josephus.  Pilate 
was Governor of Judea from 26 to 36 AD.  He was authoritarian and not well-liked by either the 
Romans or the Jewish people.  In 36 AD, Pilate was sent back to Rome and stood trial for his acts of 
cruelty and oppression that occurred while he was the governor.  Sometime after 36 AD, Pilate died 
by his own hand.  He killed himself on orders from the Emperor Caligula who reigned from 37 to 41 
AD.  All this is true. 
 
Physical evidence of Pilate was found in 1961 on a stone in the seaside town of Caesarea Maritima.  
Several people in our parish have been there on a pilgrimage to Israel.  The writing on the large stone 
includes Pilate’s name, and his role in Judea as the ‘prefect’ or governor.  I have seen this stone.  
Although the original is in a museum in Jerusalem, there is a replica in Caesarea.  I remember tracing 
the letters of Pilate’s name with my forefinger.   
 
An important message in John’s Gospel is the proclamation that God is truth, and that therefore his 
Word is truth.  Jesus is the truth, because he is sent from God and has come to reveal the Father and 
to carry out our salvation.  For this reason, the only way for us to know the truth is to know God 
through Jesus. 
 
Jesus describes a true disciple as one who knows the truth, “and the truth will make you free.”  
John 8:31 
 
In one of the famous ‘I Am’ statements of John, Jesus says this:  “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life.”  John 14:6.  Jesus also said that he is water, he is the gate, the way, life, the good 
shepherd, bread, light, the door, and the vine.  
 
Jesus didn’t say that he could teach about absolute truths, that he could point us towards truth.  He 
said that he himself is Truth.   
 
“You will know the truth and the truth will set you free,” Jesus had proclaimed.  But the truth was 
not setting Pilate free that day, because he didn't have the eyes to realize that Truth was standing 



right in front of him.  So there, in his governor's palace, while all of humanity held its breath, Pilate 
did not know who was standing there. Pilate still had to ask “What is truth?”  How very sad. 
 
Pilate never knew.  He just had to reach out his hand and touch Truth.  His human heart did not know 
how to submit to the truth. 
 
I wonder what Pilate was thinking as he took his own life.  I would like to hope, as Pilate took his last 
breath, that he turned to the truth, to Christ, and that Jesus was waiting to take him home. 
 
According to the words of Jesus, if we believe in the truth of the gospel, then the truth will set us free.  
 
This truth makes demands upon us, demands to become a disciple of Jesus, demands to grow in 
spiritual maturity, demands to be still on Good Friday and sit with Christ.  Demands to not rush 
forward to Easter.  Demands of not just our time, but our very lives themselves.  On this Good Friday, 
ask yourself one simple three word question:   
 

“What is truth?” 
 
Unlike Pilate, you know the answer. 
 
“We adore Thee, most holy Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all Thy churches that are in the whole 
world, and we bless Thee; because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the World.  Amen.” 

  
(IN LATIN):   Adoramus te, sanctissime Domine Iesu Christe, Hic (‘heeck’) et ad omnes (‘om-nehs’) 

Ecclesias tuas, quae sunt in toto mundo, et benedicimus (‘benedichimus’) tibi (‘tibby’); 
quia(‘key-ah’) per (‘pair’)  sanctam Crucem (‘cruchem’) tuam redemisti (‘ray day mist ee’) 

mundum.  Amen 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
7.    My Sermon from Easter Sunday April 1, ‘Sunday of The Resurrection’  ~  “New Life” 
 

Rector:  “Alleluia!  Christ is risen!”    Congregation:  “The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!” 
 
We are giddy with excitement and joy on Easter Sunday.  We have willingly spent 40 days in the 
wilderness and now we have come out.  Today is the day to end our spiritual disciplines of Lent. 
 
It is time to celebrate and to smile and to laugh.  Traditionally, Easter Sunday has been a day to tell 
jokes and to laugh.  And today it is compounded with the surprise element of ‘April Fool’s Day.’ 
 
I remember a time when I said, “I think there is something wrong with my mike.’’   Well, I was 
correct.  My mike was not working and so the congregation had not heard me say that there was 
something wrong with it.  They thought I was saying, “The peace of the Lord be always with you.”  
And they replied back “And also with you.” 
 
Once when I was greeting people after the service, a woman said, “Rector, that was a very good 
sermon.”  I replied to her compliment by saying, “Oh thank you, but I have to give the credit to God 
and the Spirit working through me.”  The woman thought carefully for a moment and then she said to 
me, “Well, it wasn’t that good.” 
 
Many of you will have noticed that I often take off my watch and lay it on top of the pulpit or on a 
table in the aisle before my sermon.  What does it mean when I do that?  . . .  Usually nothing. 
 
We often dream of hearing the voices of our loved ones who have died.  I am always touched when 
the voice of someone who has passed away is still heard on the family answering machine.  It 
happened to me twice this past week and I was drawn immediately into the memories I have of the 
person.  Our voices don’t change, do they?  Our bodies change and our hair changes and our face 
shape changes but our voices remain constant.  I find that some people aren’t immediately 
recognizing me when I visit them in hospital because of my grey hair, but then they hear my voice and 
they remember. 
 
On that first Easter Sunday nearly 2,000 years ago when Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside of the 
tomb, I can only imagine the depths of her grief.  If only she could hear her beloved master’s voice 
again.  And then the risen Christ appeared to her, spoke to her and called her by name, “Mary!” and 
she was astounded and thrilled.  Then Mary reached out to him.  And Jesus told her clearly, “Do not 
hold on to me.” (John 20: 17).  Life was going to be different.  It was time to let go of the past and 



to embrace newness.  Mary was moving forward into a new life that she couldn’t even imagine.  And 
as she let go she would discover that she was actually drawing even closer to the risen Christ. 
 
During Jesus’s short period of ministry of not more than 3 years, he told parables about newness.  He 
was preparing God’s people for the reality of the resurrection and the reality of new life.  The three 
gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke include 2 parables about newness.  Do not put new wine into old 
wineskins.  The new wine will spill and the skins will be destroyed.  Put new wine into fresh 
wineskins.  Don’t patch an old garment with a piece from a new garment as the patch won’t match 
the original garment.   
 
After the resurrection, the apostle Paul said that “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:5).  And then in his 
letter to the Christians in Corinth, Paul wrote “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” (2 
Cor 5: 17) 
 
At the breaking of bread for Easter communion, we will speak with one voice:  

“Lord, we died with you on the cross.  Now we are raised to new life.” 
 
New life.  Newness of life.  Are they just platitudes?  An unrealistic promise that we hear in church 
and aren’t convinced that things will change?  We have worries about our health or the health of 
family and friends.  We have worries about not having enough money to pay off our credit cards or 
save for retirement.  We might be burdened with relationship struggles or disappointments or wishing 
we could re-do parts of our lives over.  Do we really believe that the slate will be wiped clean this 
morning by focusing on the resurrection of Christ?  Do we really believe that we will leave church 
today without our worries?  That the challenges will all be gone? 
 
The great church father Augustine lived a very promiscuous life prior to his conversion.  Not long after 
he was converted, he was walking down the street and one of his old mistresses recognized him.  She 
called out to him, “Augustine! Augustine!”  He ignored her and continued down the street.  Again she 
called out, “Augustine, it’s Claudia!” He replied, “But it is no longer Augustine,” as he continued 
walking.  Augustine was walking in newness of life and refused to answer the call of his old life. 
 
When I was a little girl, one of the symbols of the newness of life that comes from the Easter message 
was new clothing.  I always had a new dress and a new hat for Easter.  Yes, those were the ‘60’s when 
women and girls wore hats to church.  My mother always sewed my dresses but sometimes on Easter I 
would get a store-bought dress.  At the time, I didn’t understand the symbolism.  Now I am beginning 
to get it. 
 
God is continually bringing the church to newness.  By the mid first century AD, Paul had a vision of 
newness and he stated that in Christ, “there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  (Galatians 3:28)   
The Bible is filled with examples of new life.  The risen Christ first appeared to Mary Magdalene and 
she is known as the Apostle to the Apostles.  Paul lifted women up in roles of leadership and in 
authority.  Women such as Lydia and Prisca and Phoebe and Junia.  In fact, Paul names Junia as an 
apostle and calls her a ‘prominent apostle.’  Sadly, Latin editions of the Bible changed her name to 
‘Junias,’ which is a male name. 
 
Newness of life moves into our hearts.  I cannot promise that you will leave here this Easter day 
without any more physical ailments or any more fears or reconciliation with all.  I can promise you 
that when we believe and bring the risen Christ into our hearts, we become alive in a new way.  We 
receive a new perspective, a new way of looking at our challenges, a new way of appreciating our 
joys, a new way to resolve the problems that we once believed had no answers, a new way to handle 
the tough times. 
 
A few years ago, I was visiting a woman in the hospital who had just been diagnosed with a very 
aggressive cancer.  This woman was in her 40’s and had moved away in her heart from her Christian 
faith.  She was weighed down by guilt about how she had lived her life and by all the mistakes she had 
made.  She told me that she hadn’t loved enough or forgiven enough or been thankful enough.  She 
became filled with a great desire to embrace the new life that comes from turning to Jesus.  She still 
had the disease, but she changed how she viewed her life.  She became positive.  She became 
patient.  She became joyful.  Over the next 5 years until she did die from cancer, her life changed for 
the better.  Near the end of her life, she told me that she started to live in a deep and real and 



authentic way after she brought Christ back into her life.  She said that her 5 final years were the 
best years of her life.  That is new life. 
 
My beautiful niece Julia died from leukemia in only 6 months when she was just 33 years old.  I will 
never forget Julia’s legacy and the words she wanted me to preach on at her funeral.  The words were 
from the farewell speech of Moses and he said that in life we have a choice to choose “life or death, 
blessings or curses.”  He went on to say that we should choose life!  (Deuteronomy 30:19)  
 
Here are some of the words from Julia’s obituary:  

Julia's amazing courage, grace and humour during this difficult time sustained us all. 
Although Julia's time with us was tragically shortened by illness, she was confident that 
she'd had a happy life and wanted us to celebrate.  

 
That attitude is newness of life. 
 
Newness of life moves from our hearts into the broader community. 
 
On this Easter Sunday 2018, I have a dream for our country, our community, and our parish.  In Christ 
we are all brought to newness of life.  In Christ, there is no longer: 
 

 Male or Female, 

 Indigenous or Non-Indigenous, 

 Black or White, 

 Rich or Poor, 

 LGBTQ2 or Straight, 

 Married or Single, 

 Young or Old.   
 
We are all one in Christ Jesus.  We are all called to leadership roles in the church.  We all have a 
voice and our voices must be heard. 
   
Unlike Mary Magdalene, we will not meet the risen Christ outside in the garden.  We will not hear his 
earthly voice.  We will not think that he is the gardener.  But just like Mary we will receive new life 
and share in the glory of the resurrection.  What are you waiting for?  Embrace your new life now.  
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

  
9.    Scriptures for Saturday & Sunday April 14 & 15 ’3rd of Easter’   ~ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

 Acts 3: 12-19  ~  During the Easter season between Easter Sunday and Pentecost, we do not 
read from the Old Testament.  Instead, we focus on the growth of the early Christian church, 
as written in the Book of Acts. This passage is Peter’s words after he has healed a lame man.   

 Psalm 4  ~  The psalmist reminds us that God’s joy in our hearts is better than material wealth.   
 1 John 3: 1-7  ~  This is the first letter of John and not the Gospel of John. We are children of 

God because of the love of God for each of us through the righteousness of Christ.  
 Luke 24: 36B-48  ~  We return to Easter Sunday and listen to the story of Jesus appearing in the 

upper room. The resurrected Christ is very real and even eats broiled fish in front of his disciples.  
  

10.   Easter Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

HOLY SATURDAY March 31    7:00pm   Easter Eve Vigil             20 

EASTER SUNDAY April 1         8:30am   Easter Holy Eucharist                 22 

                         10:00am   Easter Holy Eucharist   202 

WEDNESDAY April 4         9:30am   Holy Eucharist                 9 

                                    TOTAL    253 
                      



1st WEEK of APRIL                  APRIL 1               YEAR to DATE             OFFERING GOAL   
     
Offerings                   $ 5,312                     $ 60,602                     $ 268,565 

     Budget          $ 5,165                     $ 67,145 
  

     Percentage of Goal                    25% [actual]                22% [budget] 

 
        Last Week’s Attendance  &  Our Financial Picture  ~ 
 

SATURDAY April 7                 5:00pm  ‘Praise & Worship’ Eucharist      17 

SUNDAY April 8                     8:30am   Holy Eucharist               15 

                                10:00am   Holy Eucharist              104 

WEDNESDAY April 11            9:30am   Holy Eucharist                 13 
 

                               TOTAL    149 
                      

2nd WEEK of APRIL                  APRIL 8               YEAR to DATE             OFFERING GOAL   
     
Offerings                   $ 6,896                     $ 67,498                     $ 268,565 

     Budget          $ 5,165                     $ 72,310 
  

     Percentage of Goal                    25% [actual]                27% [budget] 
  

11.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine."   [Proverbs 7: 22]                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
“And he took a piece of broiled fish and ate in their presence.”  Luke 24: 42-43 
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“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

 
   

The Ven. Deborah Kraft   624-7161   stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
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