
  
My Sermon from last Sunday Nov 12, 2017, 23rd after Pentecost & ‘Remembrance Sunday’  ~  

“As For Me And My Household We Will Serve The Lord.”  Joshua 24:15” 
 

In the words of Joshua, may we serve the Lord with sincerity and with faithfulness. 
 
It is Remembrance Sunday, and on this weekend, we tell stories.  
Please keep the wartime stories in your family alive and told.  The 
stories remind us of the need to pray for peace, and to commit to 
peaceful actions in our hearts and in our lives.  We are not making 
statements against certain nationalities but we are against evil 
regimes and evil leaders.  I am an 8th generation Canadian and my 
ancestry is 50% German and 50% English/Irish. 
 
It is a story that nearly went untold.  A Christian US Army Sergeant 
refused to turn over his Jewish soldiers to the Nazis, even after a 
gun was placed to his head.   
 
The man’s name was Roddie Edmonds.  Here is his photo: 
 
On December 16, 1944, just a few months after arriving in Europe, 
Master Sergeant Edmonds found himself fighting the Battle of the 
Bulge.  The German offensive caught the Allied Forces by surprise, 
resulting in 89,000 casualties.  On December 19, Edmonds and 
23,000 other American soldiers were taken prisoner by the Germans. 
Here’s what Edmonds wrote in his diary: “We surrendered to avoid 
slaughter.  We were marched without food and water, except for the few sugar beets we found 
along the road and puddles.” 
 
Taken to the Stalag POW 
camp in Germany, Edmonds 
was the highest ranking 
officer and responsible for 
the American POWs in the 
camp.  Here is an actual 
photograph of the camp. 
 
One evening in January, 
1945, the camp’s 
commandant told Edmonds 
that he wanted the Jewish 
POWs to line up outside the 
barracks.  The Jewish 
soldiers wouldn’t be killed 
outright but would be taken 
to a Nazi labour camp where they would be worked to death.  The Nazi commandants in all the POW 
camps had orders to eliminate all Jewish soldiers. 
 
Sergeant Edmonds made a decision.  He told all of the soldiers, Christian and Jew alike, to report 
outside the next morning.  All 2,000 soldiers in the camp went.  None of them refused. 
  
The commandant was furious and held Edmonds at gunpoint, ordering him to identify the Jews.  
Edmonds refused. 
 
Standing next to Edmonds were 2 Jewish soldiers.  They heard what Edmonds told the commandant, 
“All I am required is to name rank and serial number and that is all you’ll get.  You’ll have to shoot 
all of us and after the war you will be tried for war crimes.” 
 
The commandant shouted back, “They cannot all be Jews.”  Edmonds calmly replied, “We are all Jews.” 
 
Edmonds was a strong Christian and his faith inspired his heroism. That is the purpose of our faith ~ to 
make us compassionate towards all people. None of the soldiers were shot that day.  Years later, 
some of the solders said that the reason they survived was due to Edmond’s leadership. 
 



In 2015, Edmonds was honoured at Yad Vashem, Israel’s official memorial to the victims of the 
Holocaust.  I have been to Yad Vashem twice and it is moving and full of the souls of the millions of 
Jewish people who were murdered in the Holocaust. 
 
Edmonds was living the legacy of Joshua.  Joshua was a strong leader, favoured by God, who followed Moses 
and he led the people of Israel into the promised land, into Israel, into “the land of milk and honey.” 
   
At the end of his long life, Joshua told his leaders to make a choice and decide whom to serve.  Joshua 
encourages them to “serve the Lord”  (Joshua 24:15) and then proclaims what he and his family do 
personally: 

“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
Many people put this scripture verse from the book of Joshua in the Old Testament on outdoor mats 
and on wall plaques. 
 
We are called to serve the Lord, and to be alert and awake for the signs of God’s presence breaking 
into our hearts and into our lives.  Jesus told the Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids in which 10 
bridesmaids are waiting for the bridegroom.  5 of the bridesmaids brought oil for their lamps and 5 
took their lamps but no oil.  When the groom came at midnight, the 5 foolish bridesmaids were not 
able to light their lamps.  So they went to buy some lamp oil and in the meantime, missed the 
appearance of the bridegroom and missed the opportunity to go into the wedding banquet.  The door 
was shut!  Now the parable is not about weddings but about being ready for the 2nd coming of Christ 
and for the entry of Jesus into our hearts.  This can happen at any time. 
 
I began with a true WWII story and I want to end with a true WWII story.  A US marine was separated 
from his unit on a Pacific Island.  Alone in the jungle, he could hear enemy soldiers coming his way.  
He was desperate for cover and found a small cave in the rock.   
 
As he waited, this Christian man prayed, “Lord, please protect me.”  He heard the men draw closer.  
Then he saw a spider beginning to build a web over the front of his cave.  As he watched, listening to 
the enemy search for him, the spider constructed a larger and larger web across the opening of the 
cave.  The man thought, “I need a brick wall and what the Lord has sent me is a spider web.  God has 
quite the sense of humour!” 
 
The enemy soldiers got closer and searched one cave after another.  When they got to his cave, the 
soldier braced himself for his last stand.  To his amazement, the soldiers moved on.  The man realized 
that with the spider web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one had entered for a long time. 
“Lord, forgive me,” prayed the soldier.  “I had forgotten that in you, a spider’s web is stronger than 
a brick wall.” 
 
Today, on Remembrance Sunday, we stand in 
solidarity thanking God for the gift of our freedom, 
for the courage and bravery of the men and women 
who have sacrificed themselves for us, and we 
remember them  . . . . Lest we forget. 
 

“As for me and my household, 
I will serve the Lord.” 

Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

 


