
  
My Sermon from last Sunday November 5, 2017, 22nd after Pentecost & ‘All Saints’ Sunday  ~  

“God’s Word at Work in You” 
 

O Lord, may we follow your teachings, and practice what you teach.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
It was a frightening time.  The temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed and taken apart stone by 
stone by the Romans.  The style of Jewish worship for over 1,000 years was no more.  Temple 
worship, ruled by Jewish religious leaders, was no more.  A new style of worship would evolve.  
Synagogues would become the centre of worship and would replace the temple.   
 
All commandments pertaining to the temple and the proper ways to worship God via the temple 
became irrelevant.  No more animal sacrifices.  No more priests.  No more pilgrimages to Jerusalem 
to the temple to pray. 
 
Many additional prayers were added in order to replace the sacrificial offerings that were regularly 
performed at the temple.  The synagogues became the central places of worship instead of the 
temple, and the Rabbis became the sole representatives of the Jewish people once most of the tasks 
given to the priests became irrelevant. 
 
Your name is Matthew and you are a follower of ‘The Way.’  You were raised Jewish and you have 
become a Christian.  You never met Jesus but you have read Mark’s Gospel and you have a copy of the 
sayings of Jesus.  It is the 80’s, about 50 years after the crucifixion and resurrection.  You feel 
compelled to write down your version of the ‘good news’  ~  a version that would come to be known 
as the Holy Gospel According to Matthew. 
 
You write about an incident in which Jesus denounces the scribes and the Pharisees.  You know that 
the temple was destroyed in 70 AD and that all of Jesus’ prophesies came true. 
 
25 years after the destruction of the temple, Matthew writes his gospel.  It has been nearly a 
generation since the destruction and everything is changing.  Matthew hears the words of Jesus in his 
heart and I am sure that it was with a heavy heart that he wrote down this conversation between 
Jesus and the religious leaders. 
 
Jesus said to the crowds and to his followers that the scribes and the Pharisees know the scripture, 
know the commandments, but they don’t follow what they have been taught.   
 
Jesus says very clearly, “They do not practice what they teach.”  Matthew 23:3   
 
Isn’t that one of the reasons why many Canadians despair of organized religion?  They do not practice 
what they teach.  Jesus goes on to say that the priests use their ministry to get perks and power  ~  
best seats at events, and for people to treat them with deference.  Jesus also states that they feel 
that many jobs are beneath them. 
 
And it is a challenge for me to stand here in my beautiful fancy 
vestments and to remember that I must lead by a ‘leadership-
style’ of humility.  But I must always remember this truth.   
 
I am deeply moved by the leadership style of Pope Francis.  From 
day one he chose a different path. He referred to himself as 
simply the Bishop of Rome.  He chose to abandon red shoes and a 
fancy pectoral cross, for ordinary shoes and the same cross he had 
worn previously.  He chose not to live in the papal apartments, 
but among priests living in the Vatican, so that he could share life 
with them. He washed and kissed the feet of prisoners.  Not only 
has he set the example he has called upon his fellow bishops to do 
the same. 
 
The Pope is open to God’s will, and is even considering letting 
married men serve as priests in some remote communities such as 
the mountainous areas in Brazil. 
 
Our Bishop is the same.  Bishop Anne practices what she preaches.  
She practices humble servant leadership.  Here is a formal photo 
of the Bishop that I just received and will soon hang in our church.  



She looks competent, caring, and professional. 
 
Here is a photo of the Bishop in her episcopal vestments.  
Look what is on her feet  ~  moccasins made by 
indigenous Christians.  Bishop Anne doesn’t take herself 
too seriously.  While wearing her fancy vestments, she 
knows whose servant she is. 
 

“All who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Matthew 23:12 

 
As Jesus said, “The greatest among you will be your 
servant.”  Matthew 23:11  Jesus was deeply opposed to 
people using power to control and intimidate others.   
 
The parish council met to discuss the priest’s 
compensation package for the coming year.  The priest 
was always wanting perks and privileges and large 
stipend increases.  After the meeting the Rector’s 
Warden told the priest: “We are very sorry, Rector, but 
we decided that we cannot give you a raise next year.  
We cannot buy you a new car either.”  “But you must 
give me a raise and a new car,” said the priest. “I am but 
a poor preacher!”  “l know,” the Warden said. “We hear 
you every Sunday.” 
 
Years ago on a snowy winter morning, I went to the Port 
Arthur Hospital (which, like the Jerusalem temple, no 
longer stands).  I had problems finding a parking spot and 
eventually parked at the back of the lot.  I went into the 
hospital to visit my husband Jouni who was receiving a 
medical test following treatment for cancer.  When I 

went out to my car, I discovered that my car was completely blocked in by a car behind me.  I went 
back into the hospital and eventually discovered that I had parked illegally in someone’s special 
parking space.  Due to the snow, the sign at the person’s spot was completely covered.  Even thought 
there were plenty of open parking space in the lot, the person came out of an office to yell at me for 
taking her spot.  She showed no mercy.  Apologies did not help.  I later discovered that this person 
used to make wall hangings for babies, one of which hung in my home.  I could barely look at it after 
this encounter. 
 
I have even heard of clergy blocking in a person who has taken their special parking spot at a church. 
   
What Matthew’s Gospel is confirming is that no one can be elevated above another person.  That role 
belongs only to God, whom we worship.  That role belongs only to Jesus, whom we follow as our 
personal Saviour.  That role belongs only to the Holy Spirit, who lives in us. 
 
In Paul’s letter to Christians in Thessalonika, he writes that “God’s word is at work in you believers.”  
1 Thessalonians 2:13  We are called to “lead lives worthy of God.”  1 Thessalonians 2:12 
 
Today is All Saints Sunday and we are celebrating all the saints in the church  ~  those who have been 
baptized within the past 12 months and those who have died.  Paul referred to all believers as 
‘saints.’  Paul begins his letter to the Philippians with this greeting: 
 

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi.”  Philippians 1:1 
 
We are called to not just hear the teachings but to apply them.  We know that our salvation comes 
from believing and through grace, but it is essential that we turn the truth of the gospel into how we 
treat each other.  We are called to live as saints and to act as saints. 
 
Jesus’ teachings focused on deeds and on actions and not on words and intentions.  Jesus upholds the 
son in the parable of the 2 sons who does the will of his father.  Jesus criticized the man who talked 
about following him but then couldn’t follow through.  Jesus upheld the good Samaritan who took 
care of the injured man.  Jesus celebrated Mary who poured expensive oil on his feet.  The old saying, 
“actions speak louder than words” reflects the teachings of Jesus.  He tells us to do the will of our 
Father in heaven. 



 
I want to end by sharing with you ‘The Crocodile Story’:  There once was a boy who wanted to go fishing 
at the lake, but his dad told him to stay away from the lake because there was a huge crocodile that 
would gobble him up if he went out there.  The boy didn’t listen, and he went anyway.  He managed to 
sneak away while he thought his father wasn’t looking, got into a boat and floated off shore.  Suddenly, 
he saw a huge crocodile swimming around the boat.  Just as the crocodile was about to eat the boy, 
his father dove in and distracted the crocodile long enough for the boy to make it back to land.  
Unfortunately, the father was eaten; he sacrificed himself for his child and he died . . .  
 
The next day, the boy went out into the lake again.   
 
Ah, we weren’t expecting this ending were we?!  It’s a shock, isn’t it? 
 
The moral of the story is that if we truly understand that Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice to save us 
from our sins, and then continue to knowingly live by turning away from God, we are doing the exact 
same thing as the boy, and we are showing a true lack of appreciation for what Jesus did for us, and 
how Jesus is calling us to live. 
 
Grace in our hearts is what drives our behaviour.  God is at work in us.  Humble, loving, and Christ-
centred behaviour.  The greatest among us are our servants.  We follow the Christ, the ultimate 
sacrificial leader who died for us on the cross of our salvation.  May we do the same.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


