
  
My Sermon from last Sunday November 19, 2017, 24th after Pentecost  ~  “Risk BIG!” 

 
O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you, and may the words of my mouth 

and the meditations of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 
Think how long women have been in leadership roles in the work force.  50 years?  40 years?  I 
remember my grandmother telling me that when she was a country school teacher, she wasn’t 
allowed to teach after she got married.  Her teaching career ended after just a couple of years 
because yes, she got married.  Not that many decades ago, flight attendants (formerly known as 
‘stewardesses’) weren’t allowed to be married. 
 
When I started in ministry just 17 years ago, I was the only female incumbent.  I was the only woman 
attending the weekly clergy meetings.  And that wasn’t so very long ago. 
 
Travel back in time with me over 3,000 years ago.  It is 200 hundred years before kings came to Israel.  
The Lord lifted up judges to give guidance to the people.  We are aware that only one woman was 
raised up.  Her name was Deborah.  In the book of Judges in the Old Testament, we hear Deborah’s 
story.  She was a prophet who was judging Israel.  Deborah was married to Lappidoth.  She judged 
Israel while sitting under a palm tree.  People came from all over to hear her wisdom and her 
decisions.  Israel was under oppression and had been for 20 years.  The Israelites trusted Deborah and 
came to her for help.  She summoned her military leader Barak and gave him a battle plan.  She told 
him to go to Mount Tabor with 10,000 men. 
   
Deborah’s confidence and trust in the Lord was compelling.  Everyone knew that the commander of 
the opposing army, a man named Sisera, had 900 chariots with horses.  How could 10,000 foot soldiers 
compete with 900 chariots with iron wheels? 
 
Barak agreed to her plan but said that Deborah needed to go with him to be a morale booster for the 
troops.  Deborah said ‘YES.’  The 900 chariots ended up in a ravine around Mt. Tabor, a ravine called 
the ‘Wadi Kishon.’  There was a torrential downpour and the ravine became a muddy mess.  You can 
imagine what happened.  Chariots, with iron wheels, are no good in mud.  They become bogged down 
and cannot move.  The enemy’s army had to flee away on foot.  Even the leader Sisera had to get down 
from his chariot and run away on foot.  There wasn’t even time to use the horses from the chariots. 
   
We are told in the book of Judges that all the fleeing men, except for their leader Sisera, were killed 
by Israeli soldiers, using swords.  The fleeing leader Sisera ends up being killed by a woman, Jael, who 
pounds a peg into his temple, though his head and into the ground, all while he was sleeping. 
   
This was an incredible risk for the Israelites to take.  A risk to ask Deborah, a woman.  A risk for 
Barak to agree to the plan.  A risk for Deborah to go with him.  What if it had not rained?  What if 
her plan had failed? 
 
Deborah’s love of her people and her trust in God gave her the courage to risk, and to risk BIG. 
   
When have you risked?  When have your risked BIG for God?  I remember feeling compelled to give up 
my marketing consulting firm and trust in the Lord.  And leap full-time into ministry.  Was it easy?  
No, it was not easy being the only woman at clergy meetings.  No, it was not easy starting over again 
in my 40’s after I had built up competency in my field of strategic planning and marketing.  No, it was 
not easy to go back to school to study theology, to write papers, and to take exams.  But it wasn’t 
easy for Deborah either.  Jesus never said being a disciple would be easy but he did say that he would 
always be with us. 
 
To risk and to risk BIG is an essential component of Jesus’ teaching.  The 25th chapter of the book of 
Matthew records the Parable of the Talents.  A “master” (landowner) is going away.  He gives sums 
of money to 3 of his slaves, according to their abilities.  One man is given 5 talents, another 2 talents, 
and the third slave just 1 talent.  A “talent” is an ancient value of gold or silver.  The first two men 
used the talents to make more money.  The 3rd man buried his talent.  He didn’t spend it but he 
didn’t use it, either.  When the master returns, he calls the 3 servants for an accounting of how they 
used the talents.  He praises the first 2 servants and tells them, “Well done, good and trustworthy 
slaves.”  (from Matthew 25). 
 
When the Master speaks with the third man who buried his talent and did not use it, this man tries to 



justify his actions and says that he was too scared to use his talent because he said his Master was 
mean  ~  “you were a harsh man.”  (Mt 25:24) 
 
The Master becomes irritated and calls this third man who did not use his talent, “you wicked and 
lazy slave.”  (Mat 25:26).  He then goes on to say that the talent would be taken from him and given 
to a person who would use it  ~  “For to all those who have, more will be given and they will have 
an abundance.” Mt 25:29 
 
What is the parable about?  It’s not about money.  It’s literally about using the talents, the gifts that 
God has blessed us with.  It’s about risking for God.  It’s about risking BIG. 
 
It’s about trying.  It’s about moving forward even if we are scared.  It’s about taking responsibility 
and not blaming others for our fears.  What is God asking you to risk?  When have you risked BIG?  It is 
very clear from Jesus’ teaching and from the stories of the men and women in the Bible that this is 
what you and I are called to do. 
 
The Bible is filled with stories of men and women who risked for God.  Think of Moses, Daniel, Ruth, 
Elijah, Hannah, Samuel, Esther, Joseph of Arimathea, Mary, Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene, Paul, 
Peter, Stephen, and Lydia. 
  
At the end of your life, what are you going to say to God?  Amen. 
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