
  
My Sermon from last Sunday January 14, 2018, ‘2nd after The Epiphany’  ~  “Come. See. Follow.” 

 
Speak, Lord, your servants are listening.  Amen. 

 
I want you to think about what originally connected you to St. Paul’s.  For some of you, this has been 
your lifelong parish.  For others, you started to attend in 2017.  For many of you, your journey is 
somewhere in between.  Did you read about us on our website?  Did your parents bring you here for 
baptism?  Were you married here?  Did a friend invite you to ‘come and see’?  What is your story? 
 
For me?  I came to St. Paul’s in 2005.  I was happy in the parish of St. Mark’s and St. James (Rosslyn 
and Murillo).  The Bishop at the time, Bishop Ron Ferris, came to me and asked me if he could put 
my name forward as a candidate for Rector at St. Paul’s.  Canon Paul Carr had retired in 2004, and 
the elected concurrence committee at the church was prayerfully searching for a new incumbent.  I 
had spent 5 years in the parish of West Thunder Bay and along with the good people in West Thunder 
Bay, we had built up the parish from a part-time parish to a full-time parish.  I had enjoyed loving and 
meaningful relationships among the people. 
 
But, yet, this was my Bishop.  I was and I am called to obedience to my bishop and so I said YES.  I 
felt a bit like the young boy Samuel.  I replied to Bishop Ron and to God and I quote from the song 
“Here I Am, Lord” that is based upon the call of Samuel: 
 

“Here I am, Lord . . .  I will go, Lord, if you lead me, I will hold your people in your heart.” 
 
I remember walking into St. Paul’s, after I had been chosen by the Concurrence Committee to lead 
this parish.  I can’t say anything to anyone as the appointment had not yet been announced.  I felt 
intimidated by the sheer size of this church and of this parish after coming from small and intimate 
rural churches. 
 
But I trusted in God and in the psalmist’s promise from our psalm this morning (Psalm 139)  ~  Here is 
the last verse:  “You lead me in the way everlasting.” 
 
God searches for us, knows us and loves us. 
My family and I came here in August 2005 and I can say with all of my heart, we’ve been living happily 
ever after! 
 
God continues to call us today, to speak to us today, and to ask us to follow him as his disciples.  All 
we have to do is to listen and to say YES. 
 
Jesus called each of his 12 disciples by a personal invitation.  The call of the disciples in John’s gospel 
is different from the call of the first disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  In these gospels we have 
the familiar story of Jesus calling 4 fishermen while walking beside the Sea of Galilee.  Two sets of 
brothers are called in this 
way:  Peter and Andrew, 
and James and John.  We 
even have a stained glass 
window in the sanctuary 
that honours the calling of 
the first disciples. 
 
John’s account is different.  
Jesus has already chosen 
some disciples of John the 
Baptist, including Andrew, 
John, and Peter.  Then 
Jesus travels up to Galilee 
and asks Philip to follow 
him.  Philip was from the 
fishing village of Bethsaida, 
the home town of Andrew 
and Peter. 
 
Bethsaida is significant in 
that Jesus’s walking on the 



water and the feeding of the 5,000 took place close to Bethsaida.  Bethsaida is on the north-west 
corner of the Sea of Galilee and it has recently been identified.  This location has become the site of 
archeological digs.  The above photo shows what went on in the ancient site of Bethsaida in 2017. 
 

Back to Philip.  He is so excited about 
being called as one of Jesus’s earliest 
disciples that he has to talk about it  ~  
to shout it from the rooftops.  I see this 
happening with people’s experiences of 
St. Paul’s.  They feel the warmth and 
presence of God here and they have to 
talk about it.  On Friday evening there 
were over 60 people in the church for 
‘FUNtastic Friday’ and most of them 
were not parishioners!  Here is a photo of 
some of the excitement on Friday 
evening: 
 
In spite of email, tweets, and Instagram, 
word of mouth and physical ‘one-to-one’ 
contact is still meaningful and important. 
 
Philip and Nathanael must have been 
friends as their names are always put 
beside each other in any listing of the 
disciples in the Bible.  Except in all the 
gospels but John, Nathanael is listed as 
‘Bartholomew.’  We believe that 
Nathanael and Bartholomew are the same 
person. 
   
Now Nathanael is skeptical after Philip 
gushes with great excitement about 
Jesus.  This is similar to people who have 
been turned off by organized religion  (Do 
you know anyone like that?).  They make 

cynical comments.  Here’s what Nathanael said to Philip:  “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?”  (John 1:46).  Nazareth was a small town in the Galilee and not considered, unlike 
Jerusalem, to be the centre of wisdom or salvation.  A person today might say, “I can’t imagine 
anything good coming from a church.  I sure don’t need it!” 
 
However, Nathanael respects Philip enough to go and search out Jesus.  My hope is that after you 
speak about the wonder of worshipping Christ in this community that people respect your opinion 
enough to come to St. Paul’s and give us a try. 
   
When Jesus sees Nathanael approaching him, Jesus fulfills the words of Psalm 139 as he knows 
everything about Nathanael, including his thoughts.  Jesus says this of Nathanael, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
 
Jesus sees that Nathanael is honest and sincere.  He knows him completely.  Nathanael then hears 
Jesus telling him that Jesus saw Nathanael under the fig tree.  That reference means that Nathanael 
is a deep thinker and a philosopher. 
   
Nathanael is astounded that Jesus knows him completely, inside and out.  Nathanael then refers to 
Jesus as the Son of God, as the King of Israel. 
 
Today in 2018, God uses you and me to invite others to ‘Come and See.’  That person then has a 
personal experience of the peace of Christ, and then answers God’s call to become a disciple and to 
follow Jesus. 
 
I encourage you to imitate Philip.  Talk about the importance of Christ in your own life with others.  
Our faith is not a private faith.  It is to be shared.  We are all called to be evangelists.  Then invite 
the person to Come and See. 
  



It is actually a simple 3 step process: 
Come. 
See. 
Follow. 

 
In this season of Epiphany,  may you hear God calling in the night and may you respond YES.  I will 
come.  I will see.  I will follow.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


