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~ Friday October 26, 2018 ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Ethan Ezack caught 
clowning around at our 

FUNtastic Friday 
‘Halloween Bash’ on 

October 9th. 
 

Ethan ‘nose’ that 
Halloween is a Christian 
holiday . . .  See inside 
to read the ‘History of 
Halloween’ and find 

out why. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Ambassador for Christ”  ~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 

 
 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“Heaven is no trick; Hell is no treat.”  
  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Our Beloved Ede Holland Has Passed Away  
Early Thursday morning, October 25, 2018, the Lord took our Ede 
(pronunced ‘E-dee’) home.  Many of you may not know Ede, as she has 
not been able to come to church for a decade.  Ede was born in 1915 
and lived a full and happy life.  She was a spelling wizard and even 
over the last few weeks from her room in Bethammi, Ede was able to 
spell all the complex words that I gave her.  Ede was committed to 
Shelter House and to the monthly St. Paul’s team that prepares the 
lunch.  Ede loved her time at St. Paul’s and would often talk about 
how she drove several ladies to church each and every Sunday!   
 
A lovely woman of faith.  I will miss her very much! 

 
“Rest eternal grant unto Ede, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon her.” 

 
God Bless Amy Bottos and Ben Ong  
I was privileged to bless Amy and Ben’s new home this week.  We also 
talked about their upcoming marriage plans  ~  December 29, 2018 at 
St. Paul’s. 

 
Here are Ben and Amy with their cats Neville and Percy in their 
beautiful new home. 

 

‘ALL HALLOW’S EVEN’ Will Be Celebrated 
                             This Sunday, October 28, 2018 
                                  AT THE 10:00 am SERVICE  
You (adults and children) are all invited to wear 
a costume to church this Sunday!  Of course, no 
pressure if you don’t want to wear one.  Come 

and find out at my children’s talk why Christians are like pumpkins! 
 

What’s It Like To Be 
A Christian ? 

    
How does it feel to know the love of God  ~ 
to know that he has washed away your sins 
at Jesus’ cross and given you new life, 
a life that really counts and will last forever ? 
You could say it’s like being a Jack-O’-Lantern . . . 
 

 God comes to us and picks us up from a lonely, cold field. 
 He washes off all the dirt of our sins.    
 He removes the seeds of doubt, fear, and hate that have grown inside us.    
 Then he places within us the light of his love.    
 This love warms our hearts  ~  what was filled with darkness is flooded with light!    
 That love puts a smile on our face. 
 Now the whole world can see God’s love shining in us! 

 
“You are the light of the world . . .  let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
~  Matthew 5: 14,16  [NKJV]  ~ 

 
Do You Know The History of Halloween? 
    
Did you know “Halloween” has been celebrated in the Christian Church for centuries?!  At St. Paul’s, 



children are encouraged to wear costumes to church 
the Sunday before Halloween in celebration of “All 
Hallow’s Even.” 
    
The ancient Celts of Great Britain celebrated their 
New Year on November 1st, holding “Samhain” the 
Feast of The Dead the night before.  Believing the 
souls of the dead returned to walk the earth on this 
one night, the Celts lit bonfires, carved lanterns 
from gourds and wore masks and to scare them 
away, and left treats out to appease any ghosts, 
goblins, or witches who might be lurking.  When the 
Romans conquered the Celts they added their own 
traditions to Samhain, like bobbing for apples and 
drinking cider to honour Pomona, their Goddess of 
the Orchards at harvest time. 
    
So what’s the Christian connection?  In 835, Pope Gregory IV moved the church’s “Celebration For 
All The Martyrs” from May 13th to November 1st.  This Feast Day came to be called the celebration 
for “All The Hallowed” which in modern language became “All The Saints.”  The night before was 
known as "All Hallow’s Even" meaning ‘All Saint’s Evening’ (‘even’ is an old fashioned word for 
‘evening’).  Over time ‘even’ was shortened to “e’en” and the word ‘All’ was dropped, leaving the 
name “Halloween” we still use today. 
    
At St. Paul’s, on the Sunday closest to November 1st we celebrate the feasts of “All Saints” 
(November 1st) and “All Souls” (November 2nd) with a special Candle Ceremony at our 10:00 am 
Service.  People are invited to carry a lit candle in honour of a family member who was baptized 
(‘saints’) or passed away (‘souls’) during the preceding year. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
2.    A ‘Fall Garden Bee’ Grace Note of Thanks  ~  
 
I want to thank Lynda & Marshall Farquharson and Derrick Tirschmann for their hard work and 
heavy lifting last Thursday October 18 as we put the church garden and fountain to bed, raked 
leaves, and stored the hoses, garden pots and tools away for the winter.  Carol Anuik and I were 
also part of the work party, weeding and cleaning up the garden beds.  At the end of the day 
Marshall took a whole truck load of leaves and garden debris to the dump, and we have many paper 
bags to put out for city garden pickup early in November.  We were blessed with warmth and 
sunshine to work in and as Garden Committee Chair, I was grateful that people were willing to give 
up time in their own gardens for the church.                             ~  Alison Arthur, Garden Committee 

 
 
3.    “What’s Inspires You To Come To Church? ”  ~  
 
In September, our People’s Warden Deborah Victor 
polled the congregation Sunday morning, asking them 
to write down what inspires them to come to church.  
The responses she collected at the end of our worship 
were anonymous, deep, meaningful, funny, and real.   
 
Think about what brings you to church and see if you 
agree with this week’s ‘inspiration’ . . .  
 

 “Coming to Church grounds me in faith  ~ 
           worshiping in community.” 

 
 
4.    What’s On This Week  ~ 
 
TONIGHT!  Friday OCTOBER 26  ~  

 ‘Family Movie Night’   6:30pm     ‘FOOD FOR THE SOUL’ MONTHLY FAMILY EVENT  



Come see “Hotel Transylvania”!    Great 
night out with the kids; movie is FREE, 
concession snacks are available for purchase.  
NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop in.   
    

THIS WEEKEND Friday - Sunday OCTOBER 26-28  ~  
 ‘Encounter’ Deanery Youth Retreat 

                                           St. Mary’s, Nipigon   
Please pray for our Youth and Youth Leaders 
as they gather for their annual fall retreat.  
And please support their Pizza Fundraiser for 
this event; extended until November 18, 
details below.  Thnx! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 min Service   5:00pm    
   

 
 
The Choice Is Yours  ~  USE IT OR LOSE IT!!  
Since we returned from our summer break, our 35 
minute 5:00 pm Service on Saturday is attracting 
only a handful of people.  We have gone from an 
average attendance of 35 down to 8!  If you want us to keep this service going, please come 
and worship on Saturdays at 5 pm.  Our ‘Ambassadors’ Praise Band plays at this service and they 
are going to start including in their repertoire some of your favourite hymns from the hymn book. 
 

We will give this service a few more weeks before we make any decision.  I must tell you that I 
enjoy our Saturday worship and would be sad to lose this service.  ~  Archdeacon Deborah, Rector 
 
THIS Sunday OCTOBER 28  ~  

 ‘All Hallow’s Even’ Service   10:00am   Everyone’s invited to wear a costume!    [No 
witches or devils, please!]  Archdeacon’s annual ‘Jack-O-Lantern’ Children’s Talk and our 
Sunday School Halloween Party. 
   

Order Before:   NOVEMBER 

18th  November 

28th  

Order Before:   NOVEMBER 18th  

November 28th  



THIS Tuesday OCTOBER 30  ~  ‘FOOD FOR THE SOUL’ MONTHLY WORKSHOP  
 ‘New Life for Old Bags’ Homeless Mats   6:00pm   All welcome; ‘family friendly’ with jobs for 

everyone!  If you can use scissor and tie loops, we can use you!  Help us keep over 600 plastic 
bags out of the landfill with each sleeping mat we make.  Come ‘plarn’ with us!  FREE! 
NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop in.   

 
 
5.    My Sermon from last Sunday October 21, 2018  ‘22nd after Pentecost’   ~ 
 

“What If You Don’t Want To Be Great?” 
 

Speak Lord your servants are listening.  Amen. 
 

A lot of people that I know are perfectly happy to stay off the fast track.  They don’t want to be a 
cabinet minister or the mayor of Thunder Bay or a partner in a law firm or the chief executive 
officer of a major corporation.  Most people that I know are perfectly happy living lives of simple 
pleasures with family and with friends.  They try to use the gifts God has given them and they look 
for the good in others and try to make the world a better place, one person at a time. 
 
It is for this reason that the gospel from Mark 10: 35-45 doesn’t always resonate in our daily lives.  
Two of Jesus’ disciples, James and John, want Jesus to do whatever they ask him to do.  Jesus is 
curious and asks them what they desire.  They want a promotion.  They want glory and ‘reserved 
seating’ beside Jesus.  They want to know when they will get their performance review that will 
move them forward, up into an exalted position right at the side of Jesus.  On his right hand and on 
his left hand, in the glory of God. 
 
I remember when I used to have dinner parties that I would think very carefully about who we would 
put at our right hand at the dinner table.  Etiquette stresses that the most important person is 
seated at our right hand.  Fine for a dinner party but not for God’s world.  I struggle with my own 
reserved seating at the front of the church to lead worship.  I know that it makes sense for presiding 
but I would rather rotate the seating up in the chancel.  Clergy come last in a church procession to 
remind us that we are called to be servants for God. 
 
Jesus tells his disciples, and it probably isn’t the first time that he has stressed this message, that 
rewards in the kingdom of heaven are not based on ability, or on time served, or on merit.  The 
rewards are based on a servant heart.  In order to draw closer to the kingdom of God, they must 
serve God by serving others.  It is about a servant heart and a servant style of leadership. 
 
Jesus said that “Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.”  (Mark 10: 43-44) 
 
Most of us are sitting here listening to this sermon (or reading it on our e-news) without that burning 
passion to be lifted up above all others, to be exalted, to be great, to be in the glory of the Lord.  
However, we all have that innate sense of worldly justice and we all know what is fair and what is 
unfair.  This justice, however, is not always God’s plan for our discipleship. 
 
Let me give you two examples  ~ 
   
Example 1:  Let’s suppose you are a ‘Sidesperson’ at St. Paul’s and have been serving in this ministry 
of greeting and welcome for over 20 years.  Sidepeople welcome people to church and are the face 
of Christ  ~  the first faces that most people encounter when they come to church  ~  so the role of 
sidespeople is significant and important.  You enjoy this volunteer ministry and you have always 
been reliable and committed.  Suppose one person in the congregation decides to help out with the 
sidesperson’s team on a Sunday morning.  That person has never done this before and is excited to 
smile and hand out bulletins and bibles.  Suppose a photographer comes into St. Paul’s and takes 
that person’s photo and puts it on the front page of the Chronicle Journal and then the photo ends 
up on our facebook page for the parish and is uploaded to the website. 
 
Suppose the photo has this caption:  So-and-So Welcomes People To St. Paul’s!  How would you feel?  
This person has never done this before and then suddenly this person has become the public face of 
all the sidespeople.  Would you go around saying, “Well, you know that this person has never been a 
sideperson before.  It was their first time helping out!”  Probably you would say this, and your 
concerns are legitimate. 



Here’s another example:  A person has decided to try out the choir and has come out to one practice 
on a Thursday night.  First time and 1 practice only.  Their photo is taken by a roving photographer 
and ends up in a feature in the Globe and Mail about church choirs.  How would the rest of the choir 
feel that the person representing the whole choir has only been out to one practice?  Would choir 
members go around saying, “Well, you know that this person has only been to 1 practice.  They 
should actually have taken a picture of someone who has a history with the choir.”  Probably you 
would and your concerns are legitimate. 
 
We are used to earning our privileges, putting in our time, being recognized for years of commitment 
and dedication.  In all of Jesus’ teaching, he throws that out the window.  The worker who comes at 
the last moment earns just as much as the worker who has slaved away all day.  The son who wastes 
all his inheritance is upheld and forgiven by his father. 
  
In the words of Jesus, the first will be last and the last will be first.  If you wish to be first, you 
“must be slave of all.” 
 
Although we may not aspire to greatness, we do want things to be fair.  And they are not fair in the 
kingdom of God.  We know about grace and we know that grace is given and not earned and yet we 
don’t always live out our journey as disciples. 
 
Our only focus must be to become a servant and to do it without jealousy or a scorecard.  If souls are 
to be added to the kingdom of the Lord, we all need to be servants to those around us. 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr. said that “Everyone can become great because anyone can serve.”  He said, 
“You don’t have to have a college degree to serve.  You don’t have to know Plato and Aristotle.  
You don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of relativity.  You don’t have to know the second theory 
of thermodynamics in physics.  You only need a heart full of grace.  A soul generated by love.” 
 
What King says is true yet not everyone wants to be great.  That is not what motivates most of us. 
We are motivated by a deep desire to do the right thing, to grow as a disciple of Jesus.  I believe 
that everyone has a desire to draw close to God.  That is what motivates us, not a compelling need 
for greatness. 
 
The next time you feel an injustice has been done, ask yourself where the grace is in the situation.  
That is God’s world.  Not the pay increase or the number of weeks of vacation or the seniority 
allowance or the reserved seat.  
  
It is sometimes really hard to balance the two.  Even the clergy in this diocese of Algoma receive an 
extra couple of hundred dollars per year based on the number of years we have served in ministry.  
This seniority allowance would not apply in the kingdom of God.  And yet it is a policy in most 
dioceses across Canada.  People who have served a little longer in ministry receive a stipend 
(payment) that is a little bit more than the stipend that a priest receives starting out. 
   
It’s not an easy walk to balance our priorities, and Jesus never said it would be.  I see signs of great 
hope in this parish that I am privileged to serve.  New parishioners are voted to become lay readers 
at our annual meeting, elected to represent us as a synod delegate or serve as a warden. 
   
Our journey of discipleship to the cross of Christ, the journey of our salvation begins with a desire to 
serve others.  I like the message in the following story: 
 
There was once an old stone monastery tucked away in the middle of a forest.  For many years 
people would go on a pilgrimage and seek out this monastery.  The peaceful spirit of the place was 
healing for the soul.  In recent years, however, fewer and fewer people were making their way to 
the monastery. The monks had grown jealous and petty in their relationships with one another, and 
the conflict was felt by those who visited. 
 
The Abbot of the monastery was distressed by what was happening, and poured out his heart to his 
good friend Jeremiah. Jeremiah was a wise old Jewish rabbi.  Having heard the Abbot’s tale of woe 
he asked if he could offer a suggestion.  “Please do” responded the Abbot.  “Anything you can 
offer.” Jeremiah said that he had received a vision, an important vision, and the vision was this:  the 
Messiah was among the ranks of the monks. 
 
The Abbot was flabbergasted . . .  One among his own was the Messiah!  Who could it be?  He knew 
it wasn’t himself, but who was it?  He raced back to the monastery and shared his exciting news 
with his fellow monks.  The monks grew silent as they looked into each other’s faces.  Was this one 



the Messiah? 
 
From that day on the mood in the monastery changed.  Joseph and John started talking again, 
neither wanting to be guilty of slighting the Messiah.  Pierre and James left behind their fights and 
their anger and sought out each other’s forgiveness.  The monks began serving each other, looking 
out for opportunities to assist, seeking healing and forgiveness where offence had been given.  As 
one traveler, then another, found their way to the monastery word soon spread about the 
remarkable spirit of the place.  People once again took the journey to the monastery and found 
themselves renewed and transformed.  All because those monks knew the Messiah was among them. 
 
I find great truth in this story.  When we see Christ in each other, it becomes easy to become a 
servant. 
 
In order to be a servant we don’t need to go for greatness but for grace.  Start small.  Ask how you 
can help out.  Pick up a piece of garbage that you see outside of the church and put it in a can.  
Offer to serve on a coffee team.  Volunteer to cut the grass in the summer.  Remove old bulletins or 
candy wrappers from the pew before you leave, even if you weren’t the person that left them.  Take 
off your shoes or boots in the wintertime in order to ease the workload for our church Caretaker, JJ. 
 
One of my favourite stories of servanthood is when the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, was 
staying at the Anglican 
convent in Toronto 
(Sisterhood of St. John 
the Divine) for a meeting 
with the Primate, and at 
the end of his visit he 
stripped his bed and was 
found by Rev. Charlene 
Scriver, who was staying 
in the convent at the 
time while attending 
seminary, walking in the 
guest house hallway 
carrying a big bundle of 
sheets and towels 
wondering where to put 
them.  That is the 
servanthood that Jesus is 
talking about. 
 
“Serve others as I have 

served you.” 
 

Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
6.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday October 27 & 28, 2018   ~  23rd after Pentecost 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  Job 42: 1-6, 10-17  ~  Job has come to understand that God is sovereign over all.  Job repents 
        “in dust and in ashes” and God blesses Job and restores all that Job 
         has lost. 

 
  Psalm 34: 1-8  ~  This psalmist blesses God continually for what God has done. 

 
  Hebrews 7: 23-28  ~  Jesus is the way to God and the path to our salvation. 

 
  Mark 10: 46-52  ~  A powerful healing story of blind Bartimaeus by Jesus. 

 
 



 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~ 
 
"A cheerful heart is good medicine." 
                                        [Proverbs 7: 22] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“And the Prize for 
Best Costume 
Goes To . . .” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”  
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

 
 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft      624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church      622-4945      stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca      stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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