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~  Friday November 30, 2018  ~ 
 

 
 
 
 

Smiling faces at our recent 
‘Food for the Soul’ 

Cell Phone Photography 
workshop. 

 
Got a skillset?  We’re looking for 

new presenters to fill out our 
Winter/Spring roster of courses, 

classes, workshops, and book 
studies.  Contact Laurie @ 707-
3048 if you’d like to share your 

hobby or interest. 
 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~  2 Corinthians 5: 20  ~ 

 
  

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from 

thunderbay-northshore 
anglicans.com 

 
“Every season brings a 

reason to rejoice.”  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
A New Church Year Begins With HOPE!   
We are beginning a new church year this Sunday, December 2.  A time of new beginnings.  A season 
called Advent.  Advent is a time of reflection and preparation for the coming of Christ into our 
hearts and into our lives.   
 
We pray for a special blessing during each week of Advent  ~  
 The theme of the first week of Advent is HOPE. 

 The theme of the 2nd week is PEACE. 

 The 3rd week is JOY, and 

 the 4th week is LOVE. 
 
I encourage you to light 1 candle on Sunday, 
December 2 at your home, and pray for the 
gift of HOPE.  Look at the candle and name 
what gives you hope.  Is it the warmth of a 
friend?  The little fingers of your grandchild 
reaching out to you?  The taste of that morning 
cup of tea or coffee?  A special birthday card 
received in the mail?  An affirmation from your 
boss?  An answered prayer? 
 
‘Service of Lessons & Carols’ tthis Sunday, 
December 2 at 10:00 am  
Come to church at the 10:00 am service and 
you will hear the story of the coming of God 
into the world.  We will sing Advent carols 
and prepare our hearts for this coming.  This 
service is a traditional Anglican way to mark 
the beginning of Advent.   

 
‘Marked as Christ’s Own Forever’  
Here is the beautiful ‘Letter of Blessing’ written for 
Monica Louise by her parents Chris & Destinee 
Heikkinen and read by her Dad at her Baptism last 
Sunday November 25. 
 
Dearest Monica, 
 
You are the last of the four most precious 
blessings from God.  We are humbled that He 
chose us to be your parents.  We give many 
thanks to God for your safe arrival into this 
world.  You will soon find out that you have 3 of 
the best siblings, who already smother you with 
love.  They will be there to protect and love 
you, and you will learn so much from them.  
This is such a special day for you, and for your 
siblings, as you have all been baptized here at 
St. Paul’s by Archdeacon Deborah, each of you 
receiving the gift of being Christ’s own forever.  
As it says in Galatians 3:26-27 ~  

“For in Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith.  As many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.” 



As your parents, our greatest responsibility is giving you a strong foundation that will stay 
with you throughout life.  This day of your baptism is a very special and important part of 
your journey in life; it is the beginning of your relationship with Christ.  You are becoming 
a Christian, and as you age you will learn to know what this means.  Navigating the world is 
a wonderful and scary adventure; doing it with Jesus in your heart and by your side makes 
the highs sweeter and the lows easier. 
  
One of the blessings already bestowed on you is this church and the people who are your 
church family.  As we have witnessed with your siblings, St. Paul’s will be here to help you 
grow and guide you on your path. 
Along with your family and church family, you have two other very important people in 
your life  ~  your Godparents Keith and Samara.  They are two of the most loving and 
generous people we know, and have been in our lives for a long time.  They too know Jesus 
and we are most certain they will guide you in your life as a Christian, and will be there 
with open arms for anything you need.  Monica, you are blessed to have such great 
Godparents. 
 
Monica, we promise to always encourage your ideas & thoughts, we promise to respect your 
beliefs, and to teach you what it means to live clothed in Christ.  You bring so much light 
and joy into our lives, and you have completed our family. 
 
We love you unconditionally forever, 
Mommy & Daddy     

 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
2.    “What’s Inspires You To Come To Church? ”  ~  
 
In September, our People’s Warden Deborah Victor 
polled the congregation Sunday morning, asking them to 
write down what inspires them to come to church.  The 
responses she collected at the end of our worship were 
anonymous, deep, meaningful, funny, and real.   
 
Think about what brings you to church and see if you 
agree with this week’s ‘inspiration’ . . .  
 

 “I came to church today for praise, worship, 
fellowship, and to pray with the church family.” 

 
 
3.    What’s On This Week  ~ 
   
TONIGHT!  Friday NOVEMBER 30  ~  

 ‘Family Movie Night’   6:30pm     ‘FOOD FOR THE SOUL’ 
                                                   MONTHLY FAMILY EVENT  
Come see “Moana”!    Great night out with the kids; 
movie is FREE, concession snacks are available for $1. 
purchase.  NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop in.   

 
TOMORROW Saturday DECEMBER 1  ~  

 Advent Retreat @ ‘GATHERING TABLE’   10am-2pm 
 

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 min Service   5:00pm 
 
THIS Sunday DECEMBER 2  ~  

 Advent 1 ‘Carols & Lessons’ Service   10:00 am 
A beautiful Anglican tradition to usher in the season of 
Advent.  Come hear the readings, sing the hymns, and 
prepare your heart for this time of waiting . . .  

 



 
 
4.    My Sermon from last Sunday November 25, 2018 ‘The Reign of Christ’   ~  “The Last Word” 

 
O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you and may the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 
Famous people are sometimes remembered for the last words they say before they die.  Just before 
the great British statesman Winston Churchill died at the age of 90, he said this:  

“I’m bored with it all.” 
 
The American actor Humphrey Bogart, who died of esophageal cancer, at the age of 57 said:  

“I should never have switched from scotch to martinis!” 
 
Beethoven’s last words were:  

“Applaud, my friends.  The comedy is finished!” 
 
When a Spanish general was asked by a priest at his last rites if he forgave his enemies, the general 
replied:  

“On the contrary.  I had them all shot.” 
 
Musician Jimi Hendrix said this:   

“The story of life is quicker than the blink of an eye.  The story of love is hello and 
goodbye until we meet again.” 

 
Here are Alfred Hitchcock’s last words:   

“One never knows the ending.  One has to die to know exactly what happens after death.” 
 
Here are Leonardo da Vinci’s words:   

“I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it 
should have.” 

 
Mozart’s final words were:  

“The taste of death is upon my lips.  I feel something that is not of this earth.” 
 
If you were to be remembered for your last words would you like them to be witty or wise?  What 
would you say? 
   
Today is the last Sunday of the church year, the Reign of Christ, and next Sunday, December 2nd, 
2018, we begin again with the 1st Sunday of Advent.  Today marks an ending and this is a good time 
to reflect upon our last words. 
 
In our Old Testament passage assigned for this morning, we have the last words of King David.  They 
are recorded in the Old Testament, in the 2nd letter of Samuel 23: 1-7.  David, in spite of all his 
flaws, gives his vision of a man of God ruler.  David speaks longer than one sentence.  He speaks 
about the need for a good ruler who rules justly with faith.  A good ruler is “like the light of 
morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.”  
(2 Samuel 23: 4). 
   
For many of us, when we think about dying we think about the sun going down.  In the words of the 
famous hymn by, a British vicar, John Ellerton, he wrote this hymn when he would walk outside in 
the evening  ~  

The day thou gavest lord has ended. 
The darkness falls at thy behest. 

 
Yet others, like David, equate death with walking completely into the light.  Vicar Henry Lyte wrote 
this hymn as he lay dying of tuberculosis in 1847.  Here’s the first verse which continues the theme 
of darkness when we die  ~  

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide; 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 



 
But look what happens by the last verse.  It is filled with promise and with light and future life 
beyond this life  ~  

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
“Heaven’s morning breaks.”  The ultimate light as we pass from this world into the next. 
 
In his last words, David focuses on a vision of an ideal ruler.  But David doesn’t stop here. He goes on 
to complain about the nasty people in his life who have hurt him deeply.  David calls these people 
“godless, thorns that should be thrown away.” 
 
What would our Saviour say?  Today is the Reign of Christ when we celebrate Christ as king and 
ultimate ruler.  In our gospel passage from John 18: 33-37, Pilate, on the morning of Jesus’ arrest, is 
asking Jesus if he is king of the Jews.   Jesus replies by saying “My kingdom is not from here.”  
(John 18:36).  Jesus’ heavenly kingdom, which speaks to you and to me, is that we are called to 
follow a servant king and to be servants for one another.  It is a servant style of leadership, a 
heavenly style. 
 
Unlike David, Jesus asks us to love the people who are against us.  Here is a paraphrased reflection 
by James Karpen:  

Jesus doesn’t want us to be namby-pampy so that we don’t make any enemies but to filled 
with God’s truth, and to stand up for what is important to us.  Jesus had many enemies and 
what did he do with them?  He loved them. Got an enemy?  You know what you are called to 
do. Got a disciple who would sell you for silver? Invite him to your home. 

 
There are millions of men and woman who have lived with Christ as their King.  One of them was 
Lutheran pastor and writer Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  In his last words at a Nazi death camp just before 
his execution, Pastor Bonhoefffer said these words;  

“This is the beginning of life.” 
 
Monica Louise Heikkinen is getting baptized this morning and she is beginning her life.  What wisdom do 
you want to give her on how she is called to live her life?  In one sentence, what would you say to her? 
 
Here’s what I want to say to Monica in one sentence:  

“Look for God’s wonder every day.” 
 
Our Christ blesses us with a world full of wonder.  Our Christ blesses us with eternal life and draws 
us into the light of his kingdom.  He blesses us with the hope beyond this life. 
 
If you had to make a statement today, what would your last words be?  John Wesley, who started the 
Methodist movement along with his brother in the 18th century, said this:  

“The best of all, God is with us.” 
 
What would you say? 
 
[I ENCOURAGE OUR AMBASSADOR READERS TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION AND TO SAY YOUR LAST WORDS OUT LOUD.  
DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES, I GAVE THE CONGREGATION TIME TO REFLECT UPON THIS QUESTION.]   
 
What would my last words be?  As a young person, I was a Brownie and a Guide.  The Girl Guide 
Promise “to do my best” has always stayed with me.  Here’s what I would say: 
 

“I have tried to do my best to bring goodness to others.” 
  

And then my last word would be the name of my beloved husband, “Jouni.” 
 
May God bless you here and now and may you live fully anchored in hope by your last words. 
 
I will give Jesus the last word this morning.  As the risen Christ ascended into heaven, he said this: 

“I am with you always to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28: 20) 
 

Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 



5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday December 1 & 2, 2018   ~  ‘Advent 1’ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  Jeremiah 33: 14-15  ~  This is God’s gift of hope to each of us.  God promises righteousness, 
  justice, and peace. 

 
  Psalm 25  ~  The psalmist asks God to “lead me in your truth and teach me.” 

 
  1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13  ~  Paul writes a letter of gratitude and encouragement to the Christians 

       in Thessalonica. 
   
  Luke 21: 25-36  ~  Jesus calls us to watch for signs of the presence of God. 

 
 
6.    Our Financial Picture  ~ 

                  
4th WEEK of NOVEMBER        NOV 25               YEAR to DATE            OFFERING GOAL  

     
Offerings                 $ X,XXX                 $ XXX,XXX                     $ 268,565 

     Budget        $ 5,165                 $ 247,920 
  

     Percentage of Goal                XX% [actual]          92% [budget] 
 

Why Don’t We Publish Our “Financials”?  
Thank you to those who responded with a financial donation to St. Paul’s through Canada Helps 
on “Giving Tuesday.” 
 
Thank you to all of you who have been able to respond to our request below.  We are very grateful. 
 
You may have noticed we pulled our weekly financial figures from the Ambassador and service 
bulletins for the last few months, as we are currently $30,000 dollars behind in our budget 
approved last February at Vestry.  Our expenses are on buget but our receipts are not.  At our 
November Advisory Board meeting, our Deputy Rector’s Warden, Solade (prounounced ‘Sholiday’) 
said that although several parish matriarchs and patriarchs have died and a couple have moved away 
or changed parishes, the truth is that we can’t point fingers at others.  The truth is that we must 
stay financially healthy.  THE REASON CHURCHES CLOSE IS BECAUSE THEY RUN OUT OF MONEY.  We 
must be accountable to God and to our beloved parish.  We must make this work on our own.  
Solade, you are so right.  “If it is to be, it is up to me.”   
 
Another board member did some calculations and said that if most people are able to contribute an 
extra $125 before the end of the year, we will make up our shortfall.  That math made the board 
member happy; she breathed a sigh of relief and said this is 
reasonable.  If you are able to make an extra donation, 
your wardens and Advisory Board would really appreciate 
it.  If you are not able to make an extra donation, may God 
bless your current givings.  They are very much appreciated. 
Thank you for considering this request. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 
                                                   [Proverbs 7: 22] 

“T.G.I.F” . . .  
  

May your Advent be filled with HOPE!    
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

  
The Venerable Deborah Kraft      624-7161   

stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


 


