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~ Friday September 14, 2018 ~ 

 
Back to School!  Students have their backpacks blessed by Archdeacon Deborah during 

her Children’s Talk last Sunday, September 9th.  
 

“Ambassadors for Christ”  ~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 ~ 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“The true measure is that He loves us without measure.”  
  

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Blessing Of The Backpacks  
We have started a new tradition at St. Paul’s.  At the beginning of September from now on, I will 
bless students and their backpacks and sprinkle them with blessed water from our font.  Thank you 
to Bonnie Schiedel for our cover photo. 

 
Welcome Dr. Bob For Another Boot Camp!  
I am looking forward to the visit of The Rev. Dr. Bob Derrenbacker this 
weekend.  Bob will be teaching at the New Testament Boot Camp at St. 
Paul’s this Saturday from 9:30 am to 3 pm.  Bob is a wonderful lecturer and 
he will explain with clarity and insight The Book of Revelation.  Bob will 
be our preacher on September 16, Sunday morning.  Please plan to stay for 
the Parish Lunch immediately following the service.  This lunch is being 
prepared by your Wardens and St. Paul’s Advisory Board members. 
 

Meet New College Student Preetisha  
Preetisha Parmar has come to Canada from India to study at 
Confederation College in the Developmental Services Worker 
Programme.  She is a nursing graduate from St. Luke’s College in India 
and is looking for part-time work with the elderly.  If you know of any 
position that Preetisha can apply for, please let me know.  Preetisha is 
a Christian and has started to worship at St. Paul’s.  She is delighted that 
she lives close to the church.  We welcome her with love and prayers for 
a successful and happy school year. 
 
‘Gathering Table’ Is Now Open For Worship  
The former St. John’s on Pearl Street is the location for the new Thunder 
Bay parish of Gathering Table.  Gathering Table is the merger of 2 
congregations ~ St. Luke’s and St. John’s.  St. Luke’s is currently up for sale.  I thank God for the 
energy and revitalization apparent at Gathering Table.  The official opening service will be on 
Sunday afternoon, September 30 at 2pm.  I encourage you to mark it on your calendar and attend. 
 

Here are some of the key physical changes to the worship space: 
 
• The pews have been angled, 
 
• The pulpit has been brought down to 
    the floor of the nave and it is serving 
    as the new altar, 
 
• The interior has been painted, 
 
• The ceremonial 
    flags have been 
    removed from 
    the chancel, 
 
• The pews have 
    been removed 
    from the chancel 
    and chairs are 
    now being used, 

 
• The font has been moved to the left of the 
    Organ. 
 
 



‘Battle Of Britain’ Service  
I have been asked to be the padre at the Battle Of Britain Service to 
be held this Sunday, September 16 at 1 pm at the Memorial just 
outside the airport  ~  right before the drop off point for passengers.  
You are welcome to attend and celebrate and offer thanks.  The 
“Battle of Britain” was a 3 month military campaign in 1940 in which 
the Royal Air Force (RAF) defended the United Kingdom (UK) against 
large-scale attacks by Nazi Germany's air force, the Luftwaffe. 
 
Saturday Eucharist At 5:00pm Has Begun For The Fall!  
Our 35 minute service on Saturday has started up again.  Come and 
worship and sing along with our praise band, “The Ambassadors.” 

 
 
2.    What’s On This Week  ~  
 
TONIGHT Friday SEPTEMBER 14  ~  

 ‘FUNtastic Friday’  ~  6:00 - 8:00pm  Ditch the kitchen and bring the family out for a delicious 
dinner and fun kids programme.  Free!   
 

TOMORROW Saturday SEPTEMBER 15  ~  
 ‘New Testament BOOT CAMP’  ~  THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

9:30am – 3:00pm, Food for the Soul Workshop 
includes Lunch  $35  MUST REGISTER with Laurie @ 707-3048 

 
*Back By Popular Demand*  Don’t miss out!  LAST CHANCE to attend one of Thorneloe 
University President Dr. Robert Derrenbacker’s New Testament workshops. 
 
4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 7 Seals, Judgement of the Dead, 2nd Coming of Jesus, End 
of the World . . .  Bring your Bible and get ready to delve into the most misunderstood book 
in the Bible!  Find out how to approach and read the Book of Revelation in a meaningful way. 
  

 Baby Shower for Muhammad Arroub  ~  1:00pm, Current River United Church, 333 Morse St. 
Baby Muhammad was born July 25, 2018, the 
fifth child for our Syrian Family, the Arroubs, 
seen here on ‘arrival day’ last April. 
 
We are having a Dessert Table, so please bring 
along something good to eat and share. 
Coffee and Tea will be provided. 
  
The family already has a car seat, stroller and 
bassinet.  Gift cards are always welcome. 
 
Sorry, no men allowed!  This is ladies only 
event [except for the baby!]   
Please let your Alison Arthur know if you will 
be attending at 708-7720. 

 
THIS Sunday!  SEPTEMBER 16  ~    

 ‘Welcome Back’ Parish Lunch  ~  after 10am Service  Catch up on all the news with your 
parish family over a delicious hot lunch courtesy of your Advisory Board.  All welcome.  
Freewill Offering.  
 

 ‘Battle Of Britain’ Service  ~  1:00pm, at TBay Airport Memorial  When a total of 56 
Luftwaffe aircraft were shot down over the south of England on September 15th 1940, it 
marked the turning point in the prolonged and brutal ‘Battle of Britain.’  This memorial 



service is held as an annual tribute to the courage of those British and Canadian airmen who 
flew to victory against what seemed like insurmountable odds, especially RAF No. 242 
Canadian Squadron and  RCAF No. 1 Fighter Squadron. 

 
“Never in the field of human conflict was so much 

owed by so many to so few.” 
Sir Winston Churchill, 1940 

 
THIS Tuesday SEPTEMBER 18  ~  

 Memorial Service for Valerie Sproule  ~  2:00pm 
followed by a Luncheon Reception; all welcome. 

 
Farewell to our beloved parishioner.  Valerie was a member ACW 
Group #1.  She was a friend to all and will be greatly missed. 
 

“Rest Eternal grant unto Valerie, O Lord, 
and may light perpetual shine upon her.” 

  
3.    My Sermon from last Sunday September 9, 2018  ~  “From I Do Not Know To What I Do Know!” 
 

O God, through the written word, and through the spoken word, 
may we know your Living Word:  our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
This past week, in particular, many people have been asking the question: 
 

“Why did God allow this to happen?” 

2 stories in particular have caught my attention.  Both are tragedies.  Both have impacted many 
people.  Both are very sad and unfair.  Both will result in the family histories being rewritten.  The 
tragedy will now be a marker of “before the accident” and “after the accident.” 

Tragedy 1:  Mom survives kayak accident that killed family.  A family's vacation on Lake Superior 
took a tragic turn when a kayak capsized, killing the father and three young children and leaving the 
mother as the sole survivor.  The family was kayaking from Madeline Island to Michigan Island.  All 5 
were wearing life jackets and had all the right safety equipment.  A storm came up which flooded 
the kayak and it capsized.  It is believed that hypothermia took the lives of the Dad and the 
children.  The mother managed to text her sister with a “911” and then waited 6 hours in the cold 
and wild waters before she was rescued.  She used the light from her cell phone to direct rescuers to 
her.  The bodies of her husband and children were found later. 

Tragedy 2:  Newly married 30 year old, Evan Hinsperger, falls and dies at Hawkeye Lake.  Evan 
had been married for exactly 1 week.  He was climbing up to the ledge for jumping into the deep 
water at Hawkeye Lake when he slipped and hit his head and died instantly.  

I can’t even imagine the grief of Cari, the woman who lost her entire family in Lake Superior.  I can’t 
imagine the grief of Evan’s wife Michele and his family. 

Many people have been crying out:  “How could God allow this to happen?  How could the God of 
love, the God of mercy, the God of grace allow 9/11?  The Holocaust?  The Rwandan genocide 
against the Tutsis?  The death of an entire family?  The death of a young man whose married life is 
just beginning?” 

A young couple told me last week that the reason they don’t go to church is that they can’t accept a 
God who allows terrible things to happen.  They can’t stand being told that God’s will is for people 
to suffer, that God needed a new angel when a young child dies or is stillborn.   

I agree.  I think one of the worst things to say to someone whose beloved child has died is that God 
needed the child in heaven.  I also don’t think it is true, that the God I know and love would be that 
heartless.  That kind of theological response doubles the pain and keeps the grieving family from 
being honest and open about their grief. 



What the church community does and what worship does and what prayer does is to open our hearts 
to God where we can be blessed and comforted.   

There are 2 healing stories in our gospel passage this morning from the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 7, 
verses 24-37.  I encourage you to read the gospel before continuing with this sermon.  Thanks!! 

Both healings are done by Jesus.  The first healing is done by long distance for a little girl.  She is 
not Jewish.  The second healing is for a man who is deaf.  A long distance healing of a non-Jewish 
Greek child and a healing of an adult Jewish man.  We see the scope and thank God for the gift of 
our Saviour Jesus.  We see that God, in the words of the Letter of James, does not show partiality 
and that we are not to show partiality.  (James 2) 

We are left with many questions.  If Jesus can heal up close and far away, if Jesus can heal children 
and adults, if Jesus can heal people of different faith traditions and if we believe that Jesus is alive 
today, why can’t he protect the family of a woman falling into Lake Superior?  Or keep a young man 
from slipping and dying while this man is out having fun on a summer afternoon? 

A number of years ago, I presided at the funeral of a 25 year old woman who slipped off the walking 
trails beside Kakabeka Falls and fell and died.  She was one of my parishioners at St. James and she 
had just stood up in church to take on the promises of a godmother.  

I was in Winnipeg on Friday evening and on Saturday afternoon.  As the taxi was taking me to the 
Delta, I saw a man crouching on the sidewalk.  He looked sick, sad, poor, and lonely.  

I can’t answer these “WHY” questions:  Why did God not keep the young woman from falling off the 
path?  Why does God allow poor and sick people to live lives of desperation?  I do not know. 

Here’s what I DO know:  I do know that we are blessed with free will to make our own decisions and 
to live our own lives.  God does not control us by making us puppets on a string.  

I do know that the Bible points us in the direction of a loving God, a God who weeps when I weep, a 
God who loves me and you, and through faith in Jesus wants us to have bountiful life, abundant life.  
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  John 10:10 

I do know that we are called to imitate Christ, to turn our faith into action.  In our passage this 
morning from the letter of James in the New Testament, “faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead”  James 2:17.    We must live out our faith.   

I do know that prayer works.  I always pray before I write my sermons and without these prayers, I 
would have a weekly lack of inspiration.  Prayer is essential as it shapes our lives, and enables God 
to be effective and to change our souls but it is not enough.  We must use the strength that God 
gives us to be agents of change in our broken and hurting world.  The Bible gives us tools of wisdom 
that help us in this direction. 

Our passage this morning from the Book of Proverbs tells us to be generous, to not be dazzled by 
wealth or appearances, and to focus on our good name.  (from Proverbs 22) 

I do know that Jesus did not heal every sick and dying person in Galilee and in Judea while he did his 
3 short years of ministry.  We focus so much on the wonder of the healing stories that we forget that 
people continued to get sick and die, and to be crucified and tortured by the Roman occupation. 

I do know that I can trust in grace to get me through the hard times in my own life.  The time when 
my husband had cancer, the times when I was always moving homes, towns, and countries as a child 
and I was always the new kid in school, the time when my mother and my niece and my sister-in-law 
passed away.   

I do know that there is a symbiotic relationship between prayer and strength, between prayer and 
wisdom, between prayer and actions.   



I do know that when I am generous I am blessed.  When I show impartiality I am blessed.  When I 
turn my faith into works I am blessed.   

I guarantee that there will still be tough times ahead for you and for me.  Our faith does not make 
our lives perfect with no illness, no worries and no struggles.  Our faith does not give us immunity 
from troubles.  But the power of God can keep us filled with great hope in the times of great pain. 

I believe that with the grace of God, the Hinsperger family and the woman Cari who has lost 
everything in Lake Superior will be able to keep going.  And that our loving God is there to hold 
them in the palm of God’s hand.   

I began with an unanswerable question:  “Why does God allow tragedies to happen?”  A question to 
which I do not know the answer.  I hope that what I do know resonates in your hearts.   

Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
4.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday September 15 & 16, 2018   ~  17th after Pentecost 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church.  
  Proverbs 1: 20-33 ~  ‘Wisdom’ is presented as a female prophet who speaks out on a 

     busy street corner.  
  Psalm 19  ~  The end of this psalm includes a verse that many preachers (including me!) pray 

      at the beginning of a sermon:  “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
      my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  (verse 14)  

  James 3: 1-12  ~  James reminds us that our tongues can “stain the whole body” and say 
   nasty, unkind words.  

  Mark 8: 27-38  ~  Peter makes his confession (declaration) and states that Jesus is the 
   Messiah. 

  
5.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is 
                                           good medicine."  
                                           [Proverbs 7: 22] 

 
“and forgive us our trespasses . . . “ 

 
  

Welcome Bob 
(The Rev. Dr. Robert Derrenbacker)!!    

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

 
 
 

The Ven. Deborah Kraft 
 

624-7161 
 

stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
 

622-4945 
 

stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca 
 

stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
mailto:stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca


New Testament 
BOOT CAMP 

 
The Book of Revelation 

last chance to attend one of The Rev. 
Dr. Robert Derrenbacker's New Testament  
Boot Camp workshops  . . . DON'T MISS OUT!   

 

“Reading Revelation Faithfully and Responsibly” 

“Revelation is perhaps both the most ignored and most abused book 
of the Bible.  While there are many reasons for this, as Christians, 
we should be modelling a different approach to this often mistreated 
and overlooked ancient holy text. 
 
This workshop will explore ways that we can read Revelation in a 
responsible, faithful, understandable, and meaningful way.” 
 

~ The Rev. Dr. Robert Derrenbacker 

 

Bring Your Bible . . . 
 
 
Led by:  The Rev. Dr. Robert Derrenbacker, President of 
                                                                          Thorneloe University  
Date:      Saturday, September 15, 2018  
Time:      9:30 am ~ 3:00 pm  
Where:   St. Paul's Anglican Church  ~  808 Ridgeway Street  
Cost:      $35 includes Lunch, Snacks, & all Course Materials  

 
 

REGISTRATION IS A MUST! 
 

Laurie at 707-3048 or email foodforthesoul@tbaytel.net 

* 
* 


