
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday November 25, 2018 ‘The Reign of Christ’   ~  “The Last Word” 
 

O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you and may the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 
 
Famous people are sometimes remembered for the last words they say before they die.  Just 
before the great British statesman Winston Churchill died at the age of 90, he said this: 
 

“I’m bored with it all.” 
 
The American actor Humphrey Bogart, who died of esophageal cancer, at the age of 57 said: 
 

“I should never have switched from scotch to martinis!” 
 
Beethoven’s last words were: 
 

“Applaud, my friends.  The comedy is finished!” 
 
When a Spanish general was asked by a priest at his last rites if he forgave his enemies, the general 
replied: 
 

“On the contrary.  I had them all shot.” 
 
Musician Jimi Hendrix said this: 
  

“The story of life is quicker than the blink of an eye.  The story of love is hello and 
   goodbye until we meet again.” 

 
Here are Alfred Hitchcock’s last words: 
  

“One never knows the ending.  One has to die to know exactly what happens after death.” 
 
Here are Leonardo da Vinci’s words: 
  

“I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it 
  should have.” 

 
Mozart’s final words were: 
 

“The taste of death is upon my lips.  I feel something that is not of this earth.” 
 
If you were to be remembered for your last words would you like them to be witty or wise?  What 
would you say? 
   
Today is the last Sunday of the church year, the Reign of Christ, and next Sunday, December 2nd, 
2018, we begin again with the 1st Sunday of Advent.  Today marks an ending and this is a good 
time to reflect upon our last words. 
 
In our Old Testament passage assigned for this morning, we have the last words of King David.  
They are recorded in the Old Testament, in the 2nd letter of Samuel 23: 1-7.  David, in spite of all 
his flaws, gives his vision of a man of God ruler.  David speaks longer than one sentence.  He 
speaks about the need for a good ruler who rules justly with faith.  A good ruler is “like the light 
of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy 
land.”  (2 Samuel 23: 4). 



   
For many of us, when we think about dying we think about the sun going down.  In the words of the 
famous hymn by, a British vicar, John Ellerton, he wrote this hymn when he would walk outside in 
the evening  ~ 
 
The day thou gavest lord has ended. 
The darkness falls at thy behest. 
 
Yet others, like David, equate death with walking completely into the light.  Vicar Henry Lyte 
wrote this hymn as he lay dying of tuberculosis in 1847.  Here’s the first verse which continues the 
theme of darkness when we die  ~ 
 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide; 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 
But look what happens by the last verse.  It is filled with promise and with light and future life 
beyond this life  ~ 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
“Heaven’s morning breaks.”  The ultimate light as we pass from this world into the next. 
 
In his last words, David focuses on a vision of an ideal ruler.  But David doesn’t stop here. He goes 
on to complain about the nasty people in his life who have hurt him deeply.  David calls these 
people “godless, thorns that should be thrown away.” 
 
What would our Saviour say?  Today is the Reign of Christ when we celebrate Christ as king and 
ultimate ruler.  In our gospel passage from John 18: 33-37, Pilate, on the morning of Jesus’ arrest, 
is asking Jesus if he is king of the Jews.   Jesus replies by saying “My kingdom is not from here.”  
(John 18:36).  Jesus’ heavenly kingdom, which speaks to you and to me, is that we are called to 
follow a servant king and to be servants for one another.  It is a servant style of leadership, a 
heavenly style. 
 
Unlike David, Jesus asks us to love the people who are against us.  Here is a paraphrased reflection 
by James Karpen: 
 
Jesus doesn’t want us to be namby-pampy so that we don’t make any enemies but to filled with 
God’s truth, and to stand up for what is important to us.  Jesus had many enemies and what did 
he do with them?  He loved them. Got an enemy?  You know what you are called to do. Got a 
disciple who would sell you for silver? Invite him to your home. 
 
There are millions of men and woman who have lived with Christ as their King.  One of them was 
Lutheran pastor and writer Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  In his last words at a Nazi death camp just before 
his execution, Pastor Bonhoefffer said these words; 
 

“This is the beginning of life.” 
 
Monica Louise Heikkinen is getting baptized this morning and she is beginning her life.  What 
wisdom do you want to give her on how she is called to live her life?  In one sentence, what would 
you say to her? 



 
Here’s what I want to say to Monica in one sentence: 
 

“Look for God’s wonder every day.” 
 
Our Christ blesses us with a world full of wonder.  Our Christ blesses us with eternal life and draws 
us into the light of his kingdom.  He blesses us with the hope beyond this life. 
 
If you had to make a statement today, what would your last words be?  John Wesley, who started 
the Methodist movement along with his brother in the 18th century, said this: 
 

“The best of all, God is with us.” 
 
What would you say? 
 
[I ENCOURAGE OUR AMBASSADOR READERS TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION AND TO SAY YOUR LAST WORDS OUT LOUD.  
DURING THE WORSHIP SERVICES, I GAVE THE CONGREGATION TIME TO REFLECT UPON THIS QUESTION.]   
 
What would my last words be?  As a young person, I was a Brownie and a Guide.  The Girl Guide 
Promise “to do my best” has always stayed with me.  Here’s what I would say: 
 

“I have tried to do my best to bring goodness to others.” 
  
And then my last word would be the name of my beloved husband, “Jouni.” 
 
May God bless you here and now and may you live fully anchored in hope by your last words. 
 
I will give Jesus the last word this morning.  As the risen Christ ascended into heaven, he said this: 
 

“I am with you always to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28: 20) 
 
Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 
 

 


