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~ Friday November 23, 2018 ~ 
 
 
 

Parish children Gregory, Jane, Hazel, 
Maddy, and Rector’s Warden Chris 

Heikkinen lay a wreath at Ft. William 
Gardens Remembrance Day Ceremony. 

 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~  2 Corinthians 5: 20  ~ 

 
 
  

  
A "GRACE 

NOTE" from 
thunderbay-
northshore 

anglicans.com 
 

“The 
eternal 

stars shine 
out as 

soon as it 
is dark 

enough.”  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 
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1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Do I Look The Worse For Wear?  
On Sunday morning, November 18, I told the congregations at 
both the 8:30 am and at the 10:00 am services that I would be 
spending a night at John and Carrie’s home in Toronto before 
heading into the Anglican convent for 3 quiet days of prayer and 
reflection.  I wanted to take care of my newest 5 week old 
grandson William Thomas all night and give his parents a rest.  I 
promised that I would show you how I looked in the morning after 
my night of baby care.   
 
William loves to cuddle and although I was up a lot, I thoroughly 
enjoyed our bonding time together.  May God bless all parents as 
they take care of newborns at night.  It is not easy!  
 
Baptism this Sunday, November 25, 2018 ~ The Reign of Christ  
At our 10 am service, I will be baptizing baby Monica Louise 
Heikkinen, 4th child for Rector’s Warden Chris Heikkinen and 
Destinee Heikkinen.  Monica will be marked by an oil cross on 
her forehead, signifying that she will belong to Christ forever.  
Monica is blessed with 3 siblings, Maddy, Violet, and Grayson. 
 
A Conversation In Maltese Grocery, Thunder Bay  
Last week, I was standing at the meat counter in Maltese, waiting my turn to buy some roast turkey 
slices and Finnish lappe cheese.  A woman, whom I did not know, tapped me on the shoulder and 
asked me if I was the priest at St. Paul’s.  I said that I was.  She went on to say that she loves our 
Food for the Soul workshops, and that she has taken several and recommended them to many 
people.  She said that they are wonderful and that we are really reaching out into the community.  
Finally, this woman said with a twinkle in her eye  ~  “Most of them are FREE!!”  I am delighted that 
word is getting around about our Food for the Soul, and that people are saying positive things about 
St. Paul’s.  Our purpose is to bring Christ out into the world in a loving way.  Most people in Thunder 
Bay do not go to church and through our workshops, we pray that they will experience the living and 
the loving presence of God in our faith community.  I encourage you to go to our website and check 
out the upcoming workshops.  Bless you and thank you Laurie for co-ordinating them. 
 
In our annual budget, it is important that we budget for our priorities and Food for the Soul is an 
area that we specifically budget.  Your offering is bearing much fruit and I thank you.  All the 
research shows that churches with a purpose draw people closer to God and are healthier and 
sustainable than churches without a clear mission.   
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
2.    “What’s Inspires You To Come To Church? ”  ~  
 
In September, our People’s Warden Deborah Victor 
polled the congregation Sunday morning, asking them 
to write down what inspires them to come to church.  
The responses she collected at the end of our worship 
were anonymous, deep, meaningful, funny, and real.   
 
Think about what brings you to church and see if you 
agree with this week’s ‘inspiration’ . . .  
 

 “I came to church because of the words I hear 
here, the music I hear here, the peace I feel 
here and the faces I see here.  All sustain me 
throughout the week.” 

 
 



 
 
3.    What’s On This Week  ~ 
   
TOMORROW  Saturday NOVEMBER 24  ~ 
 

 Planning Your Will & Powers of Attorney   1:00-3:00pm     FFTS Workshop 
Everything you need to know about the importance of estate planning from Fhara Pottinger, 
partner at Weiler, Maoloney, Nelson.  FREE!  PLEASE REGISTER with Laurie 707-3048.   
 

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 min Service   5:00pm  ~  ‘Evening Prayer’ Service 
 
THIS Sunday NOVEMBER 25  ~ 
 

 ‘Reign of Christ’ Service   8:30 & 10:00 am 
Last Sunday before Advent, when we begin a new church year.  

 
 ’Winter Heart-Warmer’ Fleece Blanket Workshop   2:00-4:00pm     FFTS Workshop 

Easy and fun, makes a great gift.  Bring your fabric; get details in FFTS or from Laurie when 
you register. FREE!  PLEASE REGISTER with Laurie 707-3048.   
 

THIS Tuesday NOVEMBER 27  ~ 
 

 ‘New Life For Old Bags’ Homeless Mats  6:00pm     FFTS Monthly Event  
Come plarn with us!  Lots of hands needed, no skills required.  Help the homeless sleep drier 
and keep 600-700 plastic bags out of the landfill.  NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop In.    
 

THIS Wednesday NOVEMBER 28  ~ 
 

 Rector’s Bible Study  7:15pm  
Last Bible Study until the new year.  No Bible Study in December.  

 
 
4.    My Sermon from last Sunday November 18, 2018  ‘26th after The Day of Pentecost’   ~ 
 

“Are We There Yet?” 
 

Speak Lord your servants are listening.  Amen. 
 
The news is full of disturbing issues.  The wildfires in California that have destroyed the town of 
Paradise.  Hundreds of people dead.  ‘Brexit’ and the challenges of negotiating a deal between 
Britain and the rest of the EU.  The Crown prince of Saudi Arabia requesting the assassination of 
journalist Khashoggi.  The bullying and assault scandal at St. Michael’s boys’ school in Toronto. 
 
Do these signs of violence between peoples, nations, and natural disasters indicate the end times 
that Jesus is talking about with 4 of his disciples?  The ‘end times.’  The time when Christ will 
return.  The ‘second coming.’ 
 
Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives with 4 of his disciples  ~  Peter, James, John, and Andrew.  
The Mount of Olives is outside the city of Jerusalem and offers a bird’s eye view of the old city of 
Jerusalem.  The disciples are concerned.  In an earlier conversation with many of Jesus’ followers, 
Jesus looked at the many buildings that were part of the massive temple on Mount Zion, and said 
that everything would be destroyed and all the stones thrown down.  I can only imagine what the 
disciples were thinking:  ‘This temple is one of the largest structures on earth.  When and how will 
it be destroyed?’  
 
It was only later in a private conversation that Peter, James, John, and Andrew had the courage to 
ask Jesus for some specifics: 
 
‘Jesus, when is this going to happen?  How will we know when it is going to happen?  What will the 
signs be?’ 
 
Jesus very clearly does not answer the question and goes on to speak, not about the upcoming 
destruction of the temple, but about the ‘end times’ and the ‘second coming’ of the son of man.  
 
Why doesn’t Jesus answer the question?  We do not know.  Is it because he doesn’t feel the disciples 



are ready for the answer?  Perhaps Jesus doesn’t want them to get distracted from focusing on the 
gospel?  From the lessons about how to live and how to love?  
 
When our children were little we went on a lot of car trips.  We started with a station wagon in the 
80’s and moved up to a van.  As soon as we were barely outside of the city limits, they would 
immediately ask “Are we there yet?”  We couldn’t tell a 3 year old that we had 700 more km to 
drive that day.  We would say that soon we would be at a rest stop and they could get outside to run 
around and have a snack.  As the children got older and more mature, they came to understand 
distance and time.  In those days, there were paper maps.  No navigation apps.  No voice saying to 
‘turn right in 800 metres.’ 
 
What Jesus does is to give disturbing information about the future.  There will be false prophets.  
People who will lead you astray.  People who will claim to be God.  People who will say, “I am he.”   
 
Our gospel ends today at verse 8 in the 13th chapter of the gospel of Mark.  Jesus goes on to paint a 
frightening picture of persecution, of suffering, of sacrilege.  He ends with a clear directive for us to 
stay alert, to keep awake. 
 
Unlike the 4 disciples (Peter, James, John, and Andrew), we do know what happens.  It is no surprise 
that Jesus was right about the destruction of the temple.  The temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the Romans in 70 AD, and was never rebuilt.  By 72 AD, the Romans had reduced it to rubble.  There 
would be no more coins exchanged, no more animals sacrificed.  It was over. 
 
Before the war, the disciples would not have been able to imagine that such an impressive structure 
could be destroyed.  So when Jesus talks about all the stones being thrown down, it must sound to 
them like he is talking about the end of the world. 
 
The ruins are still there to this day.  The only part of the temple that remains is part of the original 
foundation wall.  This is a holy spot for Jewish people, and they come to this ‘western wall’ to pray. 
 
We do not need the temple, the dwelling place of God on earth, as we have the light of Christ, the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit living within our hearts.   
 
Christ has not yet returned to make things right.  In 2018, we see many signs of struggles on earth, 
political storms, nature storms, interpersonal storms.  But not the end of the age. 
 
Should we live in fear?  Absolutely not.  We have the gift of grace and that leaves us with a powerful 
message of hope.  Jesus tells his 4 disciples that all the troubles are the “beginning of the birth 
pangs.”  (Mark 13:8).  Labour pains.  Pains to set the world right again.  Pains of a new beginning.   
 
Over the centuries, some Christians have lived in fear and trepidation and have stopped living and 
enjoying all the wonders of life that God wishes for us to experience.  We must trust in God and look 
to God for hope. 
 
We do not know the answers now and we don’t have to know them.  What we must do right now is to 
remember the words of the risen Christ, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 
28: 20).   
 
May we all live with grace and righteousness and look to our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ, our 
strength and our shield.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday November 24 & 25, 2018   ~  ‘The Reign of Christ’ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  2 Samuel 23: 1-7  ~  These are the last words of King David.  His words are filled with hope as 
                         he prays for a ruler who will be “the light of morning.” 

 
  Psalm 132  ~  The psalmist speaks to us of the importance of making a place for God in our lives 
                        and in our hearts. 

 
  Revelation 1: 4b-8  ~  John of Patmos has a vision of Christ who is “the Alpha and the Omega, 

who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  (verse 8)   



  Mark 12: 38-44  ~  As Christians, our loyalty is not to a political party or to a country but to 
     Jesus Christ. 

  
6.    Our Financial Picture  ~ 

                  
3rd WEEK of NOVEMBER        NOV 18              YEAR to DATE            OFFERING GOAL  

     
Offerings                 $ X,XXX                 $ XXX,XXX                     $ 268,565 

     Budget        $ 5,165                 $ 242,755 
  

     Percentage of Goal                XX% [actual]          90% [budget] 
 

Financials ~ Where Are They?  
You have probably noticed that we have pulled our weekly financial figures out of the Ambassador 
and the weekly bulletin for the last couple of months, as we are currently $30,000 dollars behind in 
our budget that was approved last February at our annual Vestry Meeting.  Our expenses are in line 
with what was budgeted.  At our monthly Advisory Board meeting on Monday, November 19, our 
Deputy Rector’s Warden, Solade (prounounced ‘Sholiday’) said that while it is true that several 
parish matriarchs and patriarchs have died and that a couple have moved away or changed parishes,  
the truth is that we can’t point fingers at others.  The truth is that we must stay financially healthy.  
The reason why churches close is that they run out of money.  We must be accountable to God and 
to our beloved parish.  We must make this work on our own.  Solade, you are so right.  “If it is to 
be, it is up to me.”   
 
Another board member did some calculations and said that if most people are able to contribute 
an extra $125 before the end of the year, we will make up our shortfall.  That math calculation 
made the board member happy as she breathed a sigh of relief and said that this is reasonable.  If 
you are able to make an extra donation, your wardens and Advisory Board would really appreciate 
it.  If you are not able to make an extra donation, may God bless your current givings.  They are 
very much appreciated. Thank you for considering this request. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~            "A cheerful heart is good 
                                             medicine."   [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 
 
 

 
“T.G.I.F” . . . 

 
 
 
  

  
As we celebrate 
The Reign of 

Christ, may our 
ultimate 

allegiance be 
to God’s 

heavenly kingdom.    
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

 
 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft      624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church      622-4945      stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca      stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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