
 
 

Guest Preacher Diocesan Lay Reader Ann Camber’s Sermon from Sunday July 14, 2019 
5th after Pentecost & “Sea Sunday”   ~  “God’s Plumb Line” 

 

I don’t know about you, but despite living 

in an apartment and not having to worry 

about renos - I love watching HGTV and 

renovation shows.  Especially the ones 

where ‘house flippers’ take a gross, 

dilapidated property and turn it into a 

showpiece of design.  It is interesting to see 

how the process takes place from planning 

to demolition to rebuilding and finishing.  

The end result is something beautiful.  The 

flippers repurpose and renew parts of the 

house while casting off some of the old.  

One of the key things these renovators must 

ensure is that the foundations of the 

buildings are structurally sound, supported 

and “plumb.”  Often the most expensive 

aspect of the house renewal is in the 

foundations or the walls.     

 

In our Hebrew Bible reading today we 

encounter an experience of the prophet 

Amos.  In a vision, he sees a plumb line.  

Plumb lines have been used in construction 

since ancient times to ensure a wall is 

straight in the building.  We more often use 

levels now in building projects but builders know  ~  if the walls aren’t plumb the structure is not 

strong, it will fall or lean or buckle eventually.  Take the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy  ~  there is an 

example of ‘not plumb.’  So we hear in our reading:   

 

“This is what he showed me:  the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, 

with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’  And I 

said, ‘ plumb line.’  Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my 

people Israel.’” 

 

So what is the plumb line that God is measuring?  We have to look back a few verses to earlier 

exhortations from the prophet.   

 

“ 
12
For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins —  you who 

afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate.  . . .  Seek 

good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

just as you have said.  
15
Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be 

that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.” 

 

The people of the divided kingdom were acting in ways counter to God’s will.  Notice the sins 

mentioned  ~  afflicting the righteous, pushing aside the needy, taking bribes.  The people were 

allowing selfishness and greediness to lead their lives rather than righteousness and mercy.  

 

God calls the people  ~  ‘Hate Evil, Love Good, Establish Justice (for the poor) and you will live.’   



 

So in Amos’ day those whose lives would be considered plumb  ~  would be ethical, righteous and 

seeking justice for everyone especially those in need. 

 

The Plumb line of Amos is the straight line of justice. 

 

Let’s move ahead to the Gospel message for today  ~  Jesus words.   

 

“
25

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’  
26

He said to him, ‘What is written in the law?  What do you read there?’ 

27
He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 

The teacher is essentially asking  ~  ‘Jesus what is your plumb line?  What will show that a person’s life 

is in line with Christ’s?’  The answer is clear.  LOVE.  Love of God, Love of Others.  It is an all-

encompassing love, love that involves our thoughts, our emotions and our behaviour.  To be plumb 

we line up our lives with love.  If we are not loving  ~  something is out of line.   

 

The lawyer in the Gospel presses further  ~  ‘Who is my neighbour?’  

 

Then we hear the very familiar story of the ‘Good Samaritan.’  I won’t go into a lot of detail here 

because we all know this parable, but essentially Jesus points out that loving our neighbour involves 

positive kindness and mercy towards any in need.   

 

“
6
’Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?’ 
37

He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Go and do likewise.’” 

 

Are you hearing a theme?   

 

 In Amos being plumb means  ~  Be Righteous, Establish justice, show mercy to the poor and 

you will have life. 

 In the Gospel of Luke being plumb means ~  Love God, and Love Others and you will inherit 

eternal life.   

 AND the loving others as illustrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan means Love those 

who may not be part of your group  ~  Love everyone not just friends, and family and like-

minded people.  The Samaritan loved the Jewish man and showed mercy despite being 

considered an outcast by Jews.   He spent his money and went above and beyond, while the 

others in the story averted their eyes and ignored the man in need.  

 

Let’s look at our Epistle for today.  Taken from Colossians, Paul is addressing the believers of his day in 

Colossae.  As we read it we see the pastoral heart of Paul and his desires and vision of a people who 

are living effective lives for Christ.  Here’s a quick summary of Paul’s unceasing prayers: 

 

That the believers would Grow in Spiritual Wisdom, Lead Lives Pleasing to God, Bear Good Fruit in 

Every Good Work, Be Strong, Be Prepared, Endure, Give Thanks, and Share in the inheritance. 

 

Here we have another plumb line we can aim to follow as we live out our baptismal callings. 

The one that stands out for me is “so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.”  

 

Sounds like a high standard and it is something to aim for.   

 



So we have the plumb line of Amos:  Be ethical, righteous and show mercy to the poor 

The plumb line of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel:  Love God, Love Others ~  put that into action.   

The plumbline of Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians:  Live lives worthy of the Lord bearing fruit in every 

good work.   

 

So how do we apply this to our lives at this time here and now?  I was happily terrified by the 

prospect of preaching on these Scriptures while our denomination is wrestling with proposed 

controversial changes.  In just the first 4 days our church has had moments of great joy as the motion 

to have a self-determining Indigenous church passed.  We had a great intensity as the delegates 

discussed the very difficult issue of changing the marriage canon.  While I watched online I cried as I 

heard the pain of our LGBTQ2S+ brothers and sisters explain how life feels when you are unable to 

fully participate in the sacraments the church.  They asked how does the commandment to love 

everyone (one of our plumb lines) while excluding some people, fit with Christ’s teachings?  I also saw 

the efforts of most of those who oppose same-sex marriage to gently measure their words and affirm 

their respect and love for LGBTQ2S+ people while continuing to hold firm to the view that this is 

something that cannot change.  There was no clapping and cheering, just respectful listening.  And 

then there was the silence and groan of pain when the results were announced and the amendment 

was defeated; the youth were crying.  Our Primate Fred Hiltz closed the session to allow time for 

delegates to process and care for each other overnight.  But out of the ashes of disappointment came 

the joy of the election of a new Primate on Saturday.  We now have the first woman to grace the 

position of Primate, and soon-to-be Archbishop Linda Nicholl from the diocese of Huron was elected.   

 

If we put the plumb lines of today’s readings as our measure there are ways in which we can say with 

ease that, in General Synod, we as Anglicans are in line with God’s plumb line.  And yet we still 

struggle and there are ways we need to work to understand how we can walk together in love despite 

having disagreements in how we view some doctrines; we need to find what is plumb with Jesus for 

our church in this day.  I strongly believe in our Anglican church.  I know we can survive this moment 

in our history.   My challenge is that we set out the plumb lines and measure ourselves and get in line 

with God’s priorities and Love and Serve God and each other and Live Lives Worthy of our calling.   

 

Let’s Pray  ~  . . .  

 

Ann Camber, Diocesan Lay Reader 

 

 

 


