
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday November 3, 2019, “All Saints & All Souls”  ~ 
 

“I Want To See Jesus!” 
 

Through the written word, and through the spoken word, 

may we know your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The old time pastor was galloping down the road, rushing to get to church on time. Suddenly his 

horse stumbled and pitched him to the ground.  In the dirt with a broken leg, the pastor called 

out, “All you saints in Heaven, help me get up on my horse!”  Then, with superhuman effort, he 

leaped onto the horse’s back and fell off the other side . . .  Once again on the ground, he called up 

to Heaven, “All right, just half of you this time!” 

 

Over the centuries many men and women who became Christian saints had a 

marvelous sense of humour that drew people to God.  They found that a 

sense of humour was helpful on the way to heaven. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi didn’t take himself very seriously and he even called 

himself the “fool for Christ.”  He preached to the animals, birds, and fish and 

said he was doing it as the Gospel commands us to share the good news 

with every living creature.  In Mark 16:15, the risen Christ said this:   

 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 

 

However, there have also been saints who thought that humour and laughter were completely 

inappropriate.  St. John Chrysostom, the 4th century bishop and doctor of the church said that 

“Laughter does not seem to be a sin, but it leads to sin.”  He was an eloquent speaker and writer 

but was certainly not known for his sense of humour.  He lived at a time when the philosophy of 

stoicism was still prevalent and stoicism is a philosophy that finds emotional expressions to be 

inappropriate and even harmful. 

 

Research today shows that humour is a sign of health and a gift to the person.  The greatest 

Christians that I have been blessed to know all have or had a sense of humour.  They can poke 

fun at themselves. 

 

Today is All Saints Sunday when we are celebrating all the saints in the church, those in heaven and 

those on earth.  We are remembering your loved ones who are now in heaven.  We are 

remembering the newly baptized and at our 10:00 am service, we had a procession of people 

carrying in lit candles for the newest saints in the church ~ the baptized believers and those who have 

gone to heaven. 

   

The Bible refers to all believers in Jesus Christ as ‘saints,’ and there are over 60 mentions of the 

believers as saints in the New Testament.  Here are 2 examples: 

  

 In Hebrews 6:10, “For God  . . . will not overlook . . . the love that you showed for his sake

 in serving the saints.” 

 

 In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he begins with this salutation;  “To the church of God 

that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.” 

 

The Christian church has been honouring Christian martyrs and saints since 100 AD but it wasn’t 

until the tenth century that the church began a formal process to canonize people and name them 



saints.  Today the process works like this in the Roman Catholic tradition: 

 

 The person needs to die. 

 

 Their life is investigated. 

 

At this point they are then called “venerable.”  This is interesting as my title as Archdeacon is 

“The Venerable” and I can tell you that I am still here on earth and that in no way am I being 

considered for canonization!!  I am not on the road of beatification.  I am not expecting 

anyone to be knocking on the door of St. Paul’s, asking for evidence of my miracles. 

 

 Next, there must be evidence of at least 2 miracles. 

 

 Then, the man or woman might be canonized by the Pope and named a saint. 

 

Cardinal John Newman has recently been declared a saint by the Vatican.  John 

Henry Newman was an Anglican priest and theologian in England in the 1800’s. 

He converted to Catholicism and led a life of deep faith.  He was recently 

canonized by Pope Francis.  St. Newman has had 3 miracles attributed to him. 

 

The Anglican Church separated from Rome in the 1500’s.  Since that time, we 

have accepted all the past saints but not canonized any new saints.  We even 

have a book called “For All the Saints” which lists the names of many holy men 

and women.  As an undergrad at Trinity College at the University of Toronto, I 

lived in a residence called ‘St. Hilda’s.’  She was an 8
th
 century abbess who lived 

a life of great faith. 

 

Our focus is to acknowledge lives of holiness and righteousness 

and to remember that through our baptisms, we are part of the 

sainthood of all believers. 

  

I believe that as Christians we all have a desire to see Jesus.  That desire 

to experience God is the desire of 2 men in our scripture for today.  

Habakkuk and Zacchaeus.  Now you may have never heard of Habakkuk.  

He is named as the one of the minor prophets of the Old Testament.  

There is even the Book of Habakkuk in the Bible (I encourage you to 

look up this small book near the end of the Old Testament). 

   

Habakkuk lived around 600 BC.  He complained before God that 

the people had turned away from God and that “justice never 

prevails.”  (Habakkuk 1:4).  Habakkuk goes on to proclaim to God 

that he will never stop watching and waiting and listening for 

God’s response to his complaint.  “I will keep watch.” 

 

God does reply to Habakkuk. 

 

A man named Zacchaeus lived in the town of Jericho and he also wanted to see Jesus.  We are told 

in Luke’s gospel chapter 19 that Zacchaeus was rich and a tax collector. He was also short.  

Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus so much that he climbed into a tree and waited for him to pass by.  

As a little girl in Sunday School, I remember singing this song which tells the whole biblical story of 

Zacchaeus  ~ 

 

    “Zacchaeus was a wee little man, and a wee little man was he. 

  He climbed up in a Sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted to see.” 

 



And the song ends with the phrase: 

 

         “And a very happy man was he!”  (because he had seen the Lord). 

 

The song is correct.  Jesus does see 

him and calls him out of the tree 

and invites himself to the home of 

Zacchaeus as his house guest.  

Zacchaeus immediately fills with 

the grace and love of God and 

repents.  He becomes a very 

generous man, a holy man, a 

saintly man, and everyone in his 

household receives their salvation. 

 

Isn’t that the beating in our hearts?  

We want to see Jesus.  Christ is our 

foundation and our cornerstone 

and we know that as saints in 

God’s church, we are called to 

lives of holiness.  We want to be holy. 

   

Like Habakkuk and like Zacchaeus, we are called to be saints.  Saints on earth.  Saints after death.  

Connected together forever through the love of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 

 


