
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday November 22, 2020 ‘The Reign Of Christ’  ~  “The Gift Of Kindness” 

 

O Lord, grant us serenity to accept the things we cannot change, 

courage to change the things we can, and 

wisdom to know the difference.  Amen. 

 

My prayer for each of us is fervent.  Now that Thunder Bay has moved into the ‘yellow zone,’ I am 

praying for peace in our hearts, serenity in our hearts, as we obey the protocols in the fight against 

COVID-19.  We are keeping the church open but it is essential that we are very careful  ~  social 

distancing of 2 metres, no singing no matter how much you want to, and staying away if necessary.  

Our prayer is that we can remain open for our Christmas services but only if we are very, very careful. 

 

This is the last week in the church year and I wish that I could say that it is the last week in the 

world’s shutdown for COVID-19 but that is not the case.  We complete the year and try to celebrate 

the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ.  But it is not easy and especially not easy when 

we don’t know when the end will happen.  There is light ahead for us though, as through our 

obedience to the protocols we can control the spread.  And we know that effective vaccines will be 

released in 2021, which will soon be here. 

 

We desire to be part of God’s kingdom and to be enthroned with Christ our King.  This parable tells 

us how to do this.  It is Jesus’s last parable before his journey to the cross. 

 

Jesus is giving very strong and adamant instructions to his followers.  He is talking about his second 

coming and he clearly states what is essential.  We call this passage in Matthew’s gospel in chapter 

25, ‘The Judgement of The Nations.’ 

 

Jesus says that when he returns 

in glory, every person on earth 

will be judged, all nations will be 

gathered before Christ.  Christ 

will then separate people.  The 

people who have followed his 

instructions will receive their 

eternal reward.  They will 

receive eternal life.  Jesus calls 

them the “sheep.” 

 

Those that do not follow his 

instructions will be sent into 

eternal punishment.  Jesus calls 

these people “goats.”  Now, I 

like goats and I am sorry they are not treated as a positive image in this parable, but I must let go of 

my preferences in order to understand the parable.  

 

Sheep and goats.  No sliding scale.  You are either in or out.  This strong judgement seems to go 

against everything else that Jesus has taught about our salvation.  We are saved by grace, this free gift 

of our salvation.  When we believe we receive everlasting life.  Grace alone.  Faith alone.  This is 

how we are saved.   

 

This passage is a hard one for Christians to understand.  All of a sudden, Jesus seems to be saying that 



 

we receive our eternal reward and are named as blessed by our actions, our works.   

 

Works cannot take us to heaven, but our actions 

do count for something.  Mercy is important.  

Instead of worrying about who is in and who is 

out, we need to focus on our own actions of 

love, mercy, and compassion. 

 

So what are these instructions from Jesus?  Jesus 

talks about 6 deeds of mercy as they relate to: 

 

1. Food 

2. Drink 

3. Hospitality 

4. Clothing 

5. Nursing Care 

6. Visitation 

 

“I was hungry and you gave me food.  

I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink.  I was a stranger 

and you welcomed.  I was sick and 

you took care of me . . .”  And so on. 

 

The grace in this passage is that none 

of these deeds are impossible or too 

hard to do.  They are within the reach 

of every one of us.  They are all possible.  We are called to help needy people and to show mercy.  

Jesus goes on to say that when you do these acts of mercy and kindness, it is as if you are doing them 

to Jesus.  This makes perfect sense as we are made in the image of God and as believers, the Holy 

Spirit lives within us. 

 

“Lord when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you 

clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you? 

 

And the king will answer, Truly I tell you just as you did it to one of the least of these . . . 

you did it to me.”  (Matthew 26: 31-46) 

 

Jesus also talks about the failure to do good things.  These acts of omission are just as damning as 

actually doing bad things.  

 

“I was hungry and you gave me no food.  I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink.  I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me.  I was naked and you did not give me clothing.” 

 

Thank you to all who are supporting the daily food needed for our Blessing Box.  You are sheep.  I 

am looking forward to the Advent challenge, called the “Reverse Advent Calendar,” by donating one 

item of food each day during Advent.  Thank you Laurie Sandham for this great idea.  This is how to 

live the parable of the Judgement of the Nations.  All of you are sheep! 

 

I do not think it is safe this year for us to ring the Salvation Army Kettle in Intercity.  So I cancelled 



 

our booking.  St. Paul’s will still be supporting the Kettle Campaign!  I will be asking for your 

donations to come to the church through an e-transfer or however you wish to contribute.  I will 

match all donations, through my “Rector’s Special Fund” and then in December I will send a cheque 

to the Salvation Army.  You are sheep!  “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” 

 

I was deeply touched this week by all the toques that parishioner Eleanor Ingberg has been knitting.  

She has donated them to help people in need.  I filled my car with them last week.  Eleanor is a 

sheep. “I was naked and you gave me clothing.” 

 

A kind woman in Thunder Bay recently died.  Parishioner Lesley Allison went out of her way to take 

care of her and of this woman’s family.  She made meals for the family and she visited her week after 

week after week.  Lesley is a sheep. “I was sick and you took care of me.” 

 

How do we become goats?  Through 

lethargy, through complacence, through 

turning a blind eye, through focusing on our 

own needs and not on those of others.   

 

During this ‘yellow phase’ of COVID, do 

good things:  Phone someone who lives 

alone, especially someone who is living in 

long term care.  If you cook, make 

something delicious for a neighbour and 

drop it off.  Send a second note to someone 

who is grieving.  Write an email of birthday 

greetings to someone on the parish calendar.  

If you don’t know their email address, send it 

to me and I will forward your message.  

Take the time to wish someone on Facebook 

‘Happy Birthday.’  

 

The parable is not about good deeds versus bad deeds.  It is about good deeds versus NO deeds.  

That is the key.   

 

We can all do something to build the kingdom of God, to be loving and extend the rule of Christ our 

King here on earth. 

 

This is the gift for you and for me on this the last day of the church year.  We can bring the gift of 

kindness out into this world which needs it more than ever.  We don’t wait until we are certain 

about the return of Christ at the second coming.  We do it right here and right now.   

 

The “Reign of Christ” begins in us right here and right now.   

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


