
 

 
My Sermon from last Sunday September 13, 2020 ‘15th Sunday after Pentecost’  ~ 

 
“The Miraculous Escape” 

 

O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you, and may the words of my mouth 

 and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight 

O Lord our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

July 1, 1867.  That is when Canada 

officially became a country.  “The 

Dominion of Canada.”  Through the 

British North America Act. 

 

Canada became a country in 1867.  

Canada became a nation during 

World War I.  At the ‘Battle of Vimy 

Ridge.’  This battle defined our 

identity.  On April 12, 1917, the 

Canadian army had taken control of 

Vimy Ridge in northern France.  The 

casualties were heavy with 3,598 

soldiers dead.     

 

‘Vimy Ridge’ was the prime 

moment in Canadian history.  It was 

the first time that all 4 divisions of 

the Canadian army worked together 

in unity as one.  It showed that the 

people of Canada were cohesive at home and overseas and that we were a nation. 

 

When did the Jewish people become a nation?  They became a nation and gave birth to Israel during 

the miraculous escape from Egyptian slavery and the ‘Crossing of the Red Sea.’  When did this 

happen?  In 1446 BC. 

 

We all know the story.  After the 10
th
 

Plague of the ‘Killing of the Firstborn,’ 

Pharaoh, probably Ramses, let God’s 

people go.  The Bible tells us that the 

people did not leave by the northern 

Mediterranean route from Egypt due to 

the presence of the Philistines but they 

went south through the Sinai Peninsula.   

 

Here is the traditional route of the 

Exodus with the crossing of the Red Sea 

fairly close to the Mediterranean.  You 

will then notice the 40 years of 

wondering in the wilderness until the 

actual crossing from east to west, across 

the Jordan River into the city of Jericho. 



 

Until the end of the 20
th
 century, it was believed that the Hebrews crossed the Red Sea above the Gulf 

of Suez, the westerly “finger” of the Red Sea.  You will notice that the right hand finger is the Gulf of 

Aqaba.  With careful study of the scripture and with modern archaeological methods of identifying the 

actual location of the ancient areas and towns named in Exodus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, here is 

the Exodus Route as identified by Steve Rudd in his book called Exodus Route Restored. 
 

We often think that the crossing of the Red Sea happened very quickly after the Israelites received 

their freedom.  I used to think it meant that they crossed the Red Sea within a day or so and that the 

Egyptians and their chariots were hot on their heels, the instant the Israelites packed up and left. 

 

The Bible tells a different story . . .  The people set out following a pillar of fire by night and a pillar 

of cloud by day.  God directed them in a southerly direction along the Gulf of Suez.  After a couple 

of weeks of travelling they end up at a dead end, at Etham.  This isn’t too far from the Egyptian 

watchtower in Migdol.  A passenger pigeon could have travelled back to the Egyptians in Goshen in 

about 4 hours with the news that the Israelite were trapped.  God told the people to turn back 

because he wanted the Egyptians to think that “they are wandering aimlessly in the land, the 

wilderness has closed in on them.”  Exodus 14: 3 

 

The Egyptians receive the message and they send 600 horse-drawn chariots and arrive just over 3 

weeks later.  The Egyptians stop and camp.  The Israelites are terrified because they see the Egyptians 

coming to kill them all. 



 

And the miracle happens.  There is a natural underwater land bridge that is 18 km long and 250 

metres deep at the Straits of Tiran, the southerly opening of the Gulf of Aqaba and still part of the 

Red Sea.  It is the northern finger.  This is shallow as the average depth in the Gulf of Aqaba is 800 

metres or 2600 feet deep. 

 

250 metres is still really deep!  God tells Moses to lift up his staff and stretch out his hand over the 

water.  Moses listens to God’s instructions.  A wind comes up and blows open the water so that there 

is a dry pathway with a wall of water on each side.  The Israelites cross safely.  Then the Lord says to 

Moses to once again stretch out his hand over the sea.  Moses again listens to the voice of God and 

stretches out his hand over the sea.  The water returns and drowns the Egyptians and their horses.  

The chariots are left in the sea. 

 

Underwater searches of 

the sea bottom at the 

Straits of Tiran have 

discovered 2,500 year 

old fossilized bones of 

men and horses as well 

as unique and unusual 

coral formations, not 

seen anywhere else.  It is 

speculated that the coral 

formed around the 

wooden chariot wheels 

and axles and made these shapes. 
 

It is interesting to examine the scripture and the archaeological record of the Exodus Route but either 

route doesn’t detract from the redemptive work of God.  God saved his people when they thought 

there was no way forward.  Our God is our God of salvation. 

 

There will be times in our lives when we feel that our path is blocked.  That there is no way forward.  

No exit.  That our enemies are moving forward to ensnare us.  We all have our own Red Sea 

moments.  When we turn in faith to God, when we follow Jesus’ call to discipleship we then face the 

barriers, the “Red Sea.”  God will lift up his hand upon us and blow the wind of discernment and 

hope into our hearts.  The path will open and we can move forward.  It may be a new life, a 

different life, a different place, but the Lord will be with us to love us and bless us. 

 

I spoke earlier about when Canada and Israel became a nation.  We become a nation with our 

citizenship in heaven when we state that nothing but nothing will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus.  It is September 2020.  We face the wall of COVID-19, the wall of 

secularism, the wall of indifference to the gospel.  We walk together and we walk out into the Red 

Sea, knowing that God will open the path.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


