
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday April 7, 2019, LENT 5   ~  “The Generous Aroma of Christ” 
 

Loving and gracious God, use us to spread in every place the fragrance 

that comes from knowing Christ.  Amen. 

 

In his letter to Christians in Corinth in what we know as 2nd Corinthians, the apostle Paul wants us 

to be “the aroma of Christ”  (2 Cor 2: 15).  Paul also writes that through Christ we are to “spread in 

every place the fragrance comes from knowing Christ.’  (2 Cor 2: 14). 

 

Paul wrote this letter around 55 AD, just over 20 years after the crucifixion.  Although Paul was not 

one of the 12 disciples of Jesus, he would have heard the story of Mary anointing Jesus’ feet with a 

pound of very expensive perfume called ‘nard’ (John 12:1-8). 

   

It is less than a week before Jesus will be arrested.  Mary and her sister Martha and her brother 

Lazarus are close friends of Jesus.  Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead and brings him back to life 

after 4 days in his tomb.  Mary’s heart is overflowing with gratitude and she wants to show her love 

to Jesus in a tangible way.  She anoints Jesus’ feet with the nard and then wipes the feet with her 

hair.  The home in Bethany is filled with the fragrance of the nard.  I think the smell would have 

lingered in the home right up until the resurrection. 

 

This story of the anointing of Jesus’ feet is in all 4 gospels, and our focus this morning is on the story 

in John’s gospel in Chapter 12: 1-8.  The location is named:  Bethany.  The woman is named:  Mary.  

The perfume is named:  Nard.  And where it is poured on Jesus is named:  Feet.  And how it is wiped 

is:  With Mary’s hair. 

 

Matthew’s and Mark’s gospel names the town (Bethany) but not the name of the woman or the 

name of the perfume.  The woman pours it on his head and there is no mention of wiping his head 

with her hair. 

 

In Luke, the town is not named.  

The woman is not named.  The 

perfume is poured on Jesus’ feet 

and his feet are dried with the 

woman’s hair. 

 

We learn in both Mark’s and 

John’s gospels that the perfume 

was worth 300 denarii.  Nard 

was an expensive essential oil 

from Nepal, and very precious.  

In today’s dollars, the perfume 

would have been worth over 

$40,000.  

  

And here we have Mary, with 

reckless abandon, pouring it 

over the feet of her Lord.  And 

then she used her hair to wipe 

his feet.  An act of love.  An act 

of humility.  Perhaps an anointing act preparing Jesus for his death and burial. 



 

Since the beginning of Lent, 5 and a half weeks ago, I have been preaching about symbols that we 

carry with us to the cross of Christ.  Symbols that draw us closer into the mystery of our pilgrimage 

with Jesus.  Symbols that we can reflect upon. 

 

Can you remember these symbols? 

 

•   Cross 

•   Lamb of God 

•   Mother Hen 

•   Tree 

•   and today, our symbol is Perfume 

 

The question today is do we give to God our very best or our leftovers?  Mary’s extravagant 

devotion gives us much to imitate. 

 

I want to tell you the parable of the man and the 10 apples.  There was a man who had nothing and 

so God gave him 10 apples . . .  

 

God gave him the first apple so that he would have something to show his gratitude for the other 

nine.  God gave him three apples to eat, three more to trade for shelter, three more to trade for 

clothing.  Then the man looked at the first fruit he had received.  He knew why God gave him that 

first apple — to give it back to God in thanks — but the apple looked bigger and juicier than all the 

rest.  And the man reasoned that God still had all the other apples in the world; God didn’t really 

need his.  So the man ate the first apple and gave God the apple core.   

 

When I first came to St. Paul’s in 2005, I was moved by the beauty of this magnificent church 

building ~ the high ceiling in the nave, the stained glass windows, the bells.  And everything we’ve 

done since then ~ new flooring, lighting, roof, organ, carpet ~ has been to give God the very best 

we can give.  We are planning to put an original piece of indigenous Christian art in our sacred circle 

in the west transept.  Only the very best to honour God. 

 

We have a great God, the creator of heaven and earth, and God has given us all that we have.  When 

we give back to God we do not cut corners — we give back the apple and not just the apple core.  

 

The story of Mary anointing Jesus’ feet with the nard is a beautiful story of devotion and 

generosity.   The aroma of the nard filling the home in Bethany would have stayed as a powerful 

memory for all who were there that day.  I want to ask you what is your favourite smell?  What 

memories does it evoke for you?  One of my favourite smells that I experienced as a child was the 

smell of freshly-baked bread that my grandmother would make.  Whenever I smell baking bread, I 

think about my grandmother.   

 

Keep that delightful smell in 

mind and think about, in the 

words of St. Paul, being the 

aroma of Christ and spreading 

that fragrance that comes from 

knowing Christ everywhere. 

 

The ultimate question for us 

today in 2019 is what can we 

give God to show our devotion 



and love of the Lord?  How can we spread Christ’s love in every place. 

 

In the spirit of Mary of Bethany, what can we do? 

 

Archdeacon Deborah + 

 

 


