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Ernie Tilbury poses in front of his late wife Eileen’s beautiful memorial statue depicting 
‘Mary & the Children of the World.’   This lovely piece of art was donated in memory of Eileen 

by her family to brighten the Children’s Room at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ”  ~ 2 Corinthians 5: 20 ~ 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“Give Satan an inch and he’ll be a ruler.”  
  

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Would You Like To Get Confirmed In The Anglican Church?  
Would you like to renew your baptismal vows and grow in your faith?  
Would you like to learn more about the Anglican Church, the Bible, and 
about the origins of the Christian church?  Would you like to learn more 
about why we do what we do during worship?   
 
I plan to start Confirmation classes this fall  ~  1 class for Youth and 1 
class for Adults.  The classes will be held for 1 hour every 2 weeks from 
mid-September 2019 until Easter 2020.  Confirmation will be scheduled 
for the week after Easter (April 19, 2020).  We will select a meeting 
day and time that works for everyone.  Youth need to be at least 13 
years of age and in Grade 8 or higher.  Please pray about your decision 
to become a confirmation candidate.  I can’t wait to journey with you 
and to help you “run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us.”  (Hebrews 12:1) 
 
You will be confirmed by Archbishop Anne Germond through the laying on of hands with this prayer: 
 

“Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit; and empower them for your service; 
and sustain him/her all the days of his/her life.”  

(BAS p. 628) 
 
Our Introductory Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 22, right after the 10:00 am 
service.  We will meet upstairs in the chapel. 
 
There is no charge for this programme in your Christian development and all materials will be 
supplied by Archdeacon Deborah. 
 
Comments from Jasmine Sandham, a confirmation candidate from 2017:  

My favourite part of confirmation classes is that I was more than welcome to ask questions.  
About life, about God and even about scripture.  I was not ever made to feel that I was a bad 
Christian if I did have (sometimes odd) questions about these things. 
 
I also loved the closeness you develop with your class of students after talking and sharing 
for 4 months.  I still feel this way with the people I was confirmed with. 
 
My favourite part of the confirmation day, was definitely the verse I was given by Pastor 
Deborah.  I got to have my life and personality combined into a Bible verse to call my own. 
 I get to have a verse special to me and I feel connects me and God.  The verse I was given 
was Matthew 5:9, the ‘Blessed Are The Peacemakers’ part of the beatitudes.  I try to live 
my life in a way that reflects this verse and I even got it tattooed on my right wrist to 
serve as a reminder. 
 
You are starting an incredible journey with an incredible shepherd to guide you.  May your 
classes and discussions bring you closer to God as, you make a stand in testament to your 
growing faith. 

 
Blessings Of The Backpacks  
On Sunday September 8 at the 10 am service, I will be 
blessing backpacks!  Please encourage your youth, 
children, and grandchildren to bring their school, 
college or university bags or backpacks to church and I 
will bless them.  If you are an adult student or a teacher 
or professor, please bring your book bag or briefcase 
and I will bless those, too. 
 
We got this great idea from former parishioner Janice 
Ormiston (Amy Bottos’s mother).  They do this at her 
Anglican church in Whitby and we introduced it here at St. Paul’s last year.  Thank you Janice! 
 
I am really looking forward to blessing the backpacks.  Each student or teacher will receive a 



wooden ‘Ambassador’ cross that they can attach to their backpacks or book bags.  
If you are considering inviting friends with children or grandchildren to come to church with you 
this Sunday, please mention this special blessing to them so they will remember their backpacks. 
 
Sunday School Begins September 8!  
May God bless our children as they begin Sunday School and Youth Group again.  We are blessed 
with a great programme at St. Paul’s under the capable leadership of Laurie Sandham and youth 
group leaders Jennifer Snowden and Jasmine Sandham.  Sunday School Registration begins on 
Sunday September 8 at the 10 am service. 

 
 
2.    What’s On This Week  ~  
 
THIS Monday SEPTEMBER 2  ~  

 Office Closed  ~  Happy ‘Labour Day’! 
 
THIS Tuesday SEPTEMBER 3  ~  
 ‘No Kids’ Adult Game Night  ~  7:00-9:00pm 

Open to all grownups!  Invite your friends and come out to play 
all your favourite card and board games.  FREE!  A professional 
from “The Game Shelf” will be on hand to with all you’re the 
great games you know and love and some new ones to try. 
Bring your favourite munchies to share, [no ‘orange’ coloured 
Nachos or Cheezies please as these stain the game pieces].   

 
THIS Wednesday SEPTEMBER 4  ~  

 Altar Guild Meeting  ~  6:30 pm 
 
NEXT Saturday SEPTEMBER 7  ~  

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 Minute Service RETURNS  ~  5:00 pm 
“1 Minute Message,” full communion, and uplifting music by our 
Ambassadors Praise Band mark this family-friendly service.  Come 
and join us and make a joyful noise! 

 
NEXT Sunday!  SEPTEMBER 8  ~  

 ‘Blessing Of The Backpacks’  ~  10:00 am 
Calling all students, teachers, and profs, JK to 
PhD!  Bring your Backpacks, Bookbags, & 
Briefcases to church next Sunday September 
8th and have them blessed at the 10 am 
Service.  Each bag will receive a blessing and 
a special cross to attach to the strap so you 
can show the world who’s got your back.    

 Sunday School Registration  ~  10:00 am 

Parents and care givers are invited to come downstairs with your little ones and sign them 
up for another exciting year in our Nursery, Sunday School or Bible Study.  We offer a 
variety of programs based on age, ability, and interest, so your child will be sure to get the 
most out of their time in our Sunday School. We look forward to seeing you!  

 
 
3.    Guest Preacher Diocesan Lay Reader Ann Camber’s Sermon from Sunday July 14, 2019  ~  

5th after Pentecost & “Sea Sunday”   ~  “God’s Plumb Line” 
 
I don’t know about you, but despite living in an apartment and not having to worry about renos - I 
love watching HGTV and renovation shows.  Especially the ones where ‘house flippers’ take a gross, 
dilapidated property and turn it into a showpiece of design.  It is interesting to see how the process 



takes place from planning to demolition to rebuilding and finishing.  The end result is something 
beautiful.  The flippers repurpose and renew parts of the house while casting off some of the old.  
One of the key things these renovators must ensure is that the foundations of the buildings are 
structurally sound, supported and “plumb.”  Often the most expensive aspect of the house renewal 
is in the foundations or the walls.     
 
In our Hebrew Bible reading today we 
encounter an experience of the prophet 
Amos.  In a vision, he sees a plumb line.  
Plumb lines have been used in 
construction since ancient times to 
ensure a wall is straight in the building.  
We more often use levels now in building 
projects but builders know  ~  if the 
walls aren’t plumb the structure is not 
strong, it will fall or lean or buckle 
eventually.  Take the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa in Italy  ~  there is an example of 
‘not plumb.’  So we hear in our reading:   
 

“This is what he showed me:  the 
Lord was standing beside a wall 
built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. 8And the 
Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do 
you see?’  And I said, ‘ plumb line.’  
Then the Lord said, ‘See, I am 
setting a plumb line in the midst of 
my people Israel.’” 

 
So what is the plumb line that God is 
measuring?  We have to look back a few 
verses to earlier exhortations from the 
prophet.   
 

“ 12For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins —  
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the 
gate.  . . .  Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of 
hosts, will be with you, just as you have said.  15Hate evil and love good, and 
establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
gracious to the remnant of Joseph.” 

 
The people of the divided kingdom were acting in ways counter to God’s will.  Notice the sins 
mentioned  ~  afflicting the righteous, pushing aside the needy, taking bribes.  The people were 
allowing selfishness and greediness to lead their lives rather than righteousness and mercy.  
 
God calls the people  ~  ‘Hate Evil, Love Good, Establish Justice (for the poor) and you will live.’   
 
So in Amos’ day those whose lives would be considered plumb  ~  would be ethical, righteous and 
seeking justice for everyone especially those in need. 
 
The Plumb line of Amos is the straight line of justice. 
 
Let’s move ahead to the Gospel message for today  ~  Jesus words.   
 

“25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’  26He said to him, ‘What is written in the law?  What do you 
read there?’ 27He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 

 
The teacher is essentially asking  ~  ‘Jesus what is your plumb line?  What will show that a person’s 
life is in line with Christ’s?’  The answer is clear.  LOVE.  Love of God, Love of Others.  It is an all-
encompassing love, love that involves our thoughts, our emotions and our behaviour.  To be plumb 



we line up our lives with love.  If we are not loving  ~  something is out of line.   
 
The lawyer in the Gospel presses further  ~  ‘Who is my neighbour?’  
 
Then we hear the very familiar story of the ‘Good Samaritan.’  I won’t go into a lot of detail here 
because we all know this parable, but essentially Jesus points out that loving our neighbour 
involves positive kindness and mercy towards any in need.   
 

“6’Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of the robbers?’ 37He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” 

 
Are you hearing a theme?   
 

 In Amos being plumb means  ~  Be Righteous, Establish justice, show mercy to the poor 
and you will have life. 

 In the Gospel of Luke being plumb means ~  Love God, and Love Others and you will 
inherit eternal life.   

 AND the loving others as illustrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan means Love those 
who may not be part of your group  ~  Love everyone not just friends, and family and 
like-minded people.  The Samaritan loved the Jewish man and showed mercy despite being 
considered an outcast by Jews.   He spent his money and went above and beyond, while the 
others in the story averted their eyes and ignored the man in need.  

 
Let’s look at our Epistle for today.  Taken from Colossians, Paul is addressing the believers of his 
day in Colossae.  As we read it we see the pastoral heart of Paul and his desires and vision of a 
people who are living effective lives for Christ.  Here’s a quick summary of Paul’s unceasing 
prayers: 
 
That the believers would Grow in Spiritual Wisdom, Lead Lives Pleasing to God, Bear Good 
Fruit in Every Good Work, Be Strong, Be Prepared, Endure, Give Thanks, and Share in the 
inheritance. 
 
Here we have another plumb line we can aim to follow as we live out our baptismal callings. 
The one that stands out for me is “so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing 
to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.”  
 
Sounds like a high standard and it is something to aim for.   
 
So we have the plumb line of Amos:  Be ethical, righteous and show mercy to the poor 
The plumb line of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel:  Love God, Love Others ~  put that into action.   
The plumbline of Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians:  Live lives worthy of the Lord bearing fruit in 
every good work.   
 
So how do we apply this to our lives at this time here and now?  I was happily terrified by the 
prospect of preaching on these Scriptures while our denomination is wrestling with proposed 
controversial changes.  In just the first 4 days our church has had moments of great joy as the 
motion to have a self-determining Indigenous church passed.  We had a great intensity as the 
delegates discussed the very difficult issue of changing the marriage canon.  While I watched online 
I cried as I heard the pain of our LGBTQ2S+ brothers and sisters explain how life feels when you are 
unable to fully participate in the sacraments the church.  They asked how does the commandment 
to love everyone (one of our plumb lines) while excluding some people, fit with Christ’s teachings?  
I also saw the efforts of most of those who oppose same-sex marriage to gently measure their 
words and affirm their respect and love for LGBTQ2S+ people while continuing to hold firm to the 
view that this is something that cannot change.  There was no clapping and cheering, just 
respectful listening.  And then there was the silence and groan of pain when the results were 
announced and the amendment was defeated; the youth were crying.  Our Primate Fred Hiltz 
closed the session to allow time for delegates to process and care for each other overnight.  But 
out of the ashes of disappointment came the joy of the election of a new Primate on Saturday.  We 
now have the first woman to grace the position of Primate, and soon-to-be Archbishop Linda 
Nicholl from the diocese of Huron was elected.   
 
If we put the plumb lines of today’s readings as our measure there are ways in which we can say 
with ease that, in General Synod, we as Anglicans are in line with God’s plumb line.  And yet we 



still struggle and there are ways we need to work to understand how we can walk together in love 
despite having disagreements in how we view some doctrines; we need to find what is plumb with 
Jesus for our church in this day.  I strongly believe in our Anglican church.  I know we can survive 
this moment in our history.   My challenge is that we set out the plumb lines and measure ourselves 
and get in line with God’s priorities and Love and Serve God and each other and Live Lives 
Worthy of our calling.   
 
Let’s Pray  ~  . . .  
 

Ann Camber, Diocesan Lay Reader  
 

 
4.    Scriptures for this Sunday September 1, 2019   ~  12th after Pentecost 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  Jeremiah 2: 4-13       ●  Psalm 81: 1, 10-16       ●  Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16       ●  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
 

 
5.    The Last Laugh  ~ "A cheerful heart is good medicine.”  [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 

 
 

Happy 
‘Labour Day’! 
Enjoy a break 

from whatever it is 
you do . . . 

 
“Come to me, all 

you that are weary 
and are carrying 
heavy burdens, 
and I will give 

you rest.” 
 

[Matthew 11: 28] 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
May God bless all your 
end of summer plans!  

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector 
                         and Archdeacon”    

 
 

The Venerable 
Deborah Kraft 

624-7161       
stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
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