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~ Friday September 11, 2020 ~ 
 
 

The ‘Blessing’ of a Tidy Narthex . . . 
 

Our new “Blessing Box Pantry” is just 
the ticket to keep our church entrance 

neat and clean.  Thank you to Dorothy & 
Rick Piccinin, Alison Arthur, and Marty 
Sauer who got a great deal on shelving, 
put it together, and stocked it with all 
the supplies that were piling up in the 
Narthex.  The new space is very well 
organized and welcoming and Blessing 

Box fillers are easy to find.  “Well done, 
good and faithful servants.”    

 

 
“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~  2 Corinthians 5: 20  ~ 

 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-

northshoreanglicans.com   
 

“God will never lead you 
in the wrong direction.”  

 
 
 
 

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on facebook 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 

Weekly ZOOM Morning Prayer  
Our ZOOM 30 minute Morning Prayer happens every Friday morning at 9:00 am.  I enjoy this 
community worship very much.  Here is the link for each week.  The link will not change! 
 

  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 822 0869 8866 Passcode: 657204 

 
We Are Open!  
I was moved and 
thrilled and 
concerned about 
our re-opening on 
September 6.  
Many people have 
worked very hard 
to keep you safe 
and well.  I think 
everything went 
very well!  After 
six months with no 
communion, I was 
a little rusty 
celebrating the 
eucharist.  I was 
deeply touched to 
administer the bread to people and connect with them as God blessed them with grace.   
 

This Week There Will Be 3 Services and 2 Will Be LIVE STREAMED!  
Our 5 pm Saturday worship returns this weekend.  This 35 minute service has fewer people 
Sunday’s 10:00 am Sunday, so you might decide that this is the service for you!  Please remember 
your mask!  Families with children of all ages are welcome. 
 

 Saturday, September 12 at 5 pm  (Live Streamed) 

 Sunday, September 13 at 8:30 am 

 Sunday, September 13 at 10 am   (Live Streamed) 
 
You may watch the services through YouTube, ‘St. Paul’s Media.’  Last Sunday, September 6, was 
the very first time we used our new sound system and new live-streaming equipment.  I thank the 
team of Deirdre Sandham, Daniel Klein, and Alicia Sandham for their competency in using the new 
system.  They did a wonderful job!! 
 

Good News Worth Repeating  ~  NEW SANITIZER!  
After a 1 week trial using diluted ‘Pinesol’ as a 
sanitizer for our wooden pews, we are changing to a 
specially formulated sanitizer that is just as effective 
and safe for wood but without the strong smell!  This 
new product will not bother scent-sensitive people.  
 

Thank You! 
Thank you for all your prayers, support and continued 
financial generosity over the past 6 months.  Your 
wardens and I are extremely grateful for the unity and 
commitment in the body of Christ at St. Paul’s. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09


We Take Your Safety 
Seriously . . .  
Here are some of the 
signs that are on the main 
front door of the church.  
The signs are in two 
languages: 
 

Back To School  
God bless all of our 
students, teachers and 
professors as children 
and youth begin their 
studies at primary school, 
high school, college, or 
university.  I am thankful 
that parents have choices 
as to whether or not they 
wish to send their 
children to school or keep 
them at home.  Both 
choices will be the right 
decision for your family. 
 

Prayer Petitions & Gratitude Prayers!  
I value your prayer and hymn requests.  Please email me 
directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me (807-624-
7161) by early Friday afternoon with your requests.  I do a 
new prayer list each and every week.  We are not able to do 
the Intercession written list at the back of the church 
during this ‘Amber Stage’ so I need your prayer requests 
ahead of time.  Thank you!  

 

Tell Us Your Favourite Hymns!  
Dr. Sean Kim and I are also taking your Hymn Requests to be used on Sunday 
mornings.  What do you love to sing in church?  We want to know!! 

 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.    ‘Blessing Box’ Donations ALWAYS WELCOME!  ~   
 
A HUGE THANK YOU to all our faithful donators; we 
couldn’t do it without you!   We will be OPEN to receive 
donations EVERY SUNDAY morning 9:30 to 11:30 am 
[during the live-streaming of our Sunday Services].  
Those of you on our ‘BB’ roster may also stock up on 
supplies for the days you fill the Blessing Box.  Please 
come to the FRONT DOORS which will unlocked for you 
to QUIETLY drop off and fill up.   

 
 
3.    Worship With Us or Watch Any Time  ~  
 
We’re still live streaming our services!  Good news for those unable to worship with us in person, as 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


you can still watch “church” from home.    
 
Here’s the LINK:  https://www.youtube.com/ 
 
Once you’re on YouTube, search 
“St. Paul’s Media” and then click on our 
 channel symbol [at left].   
 
Find strength for the challenges of today 

by being together in spirit.  Come and worship! 
 

 
4.    My Sermon From last Sunday September 6, 2020 
       ‘14th Sunday after Pentecost’  ~  “We Have Passed Over!” 
 

Through the written word and through the spoken word may we know your living word, 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

I have been dreaming of this day for 6 months.  Dreaming of the time when our beloved worship space 

could re-open and we could gather together in community as the body of Christ. Dreaming of seeing 

your faces filled with God.  I am deeply thankful for our new sound, lights, and live-streaming equipment 

so we can offer state of the art worship services on line. 

   

And here we are!  We will take each week as it comes and we will make adjustments to our amber 

protocol as needed.  If we have to close again to keep you safe, we will.  The real possibility is that we 

won’t get to the green stage of our re-opening until there is a vaccine. 

 

This is a real Passover moment for us this morning.  We are moving into the physical community of 

discipleship.  We hear the words of Jesus from our gospel for today: 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”   Matthew 18: 20 

 

Passover.  This is the most significant religious celebration for Jewish people and it usually takes place 

during the month of April.  The annual celebration of Passover goes for 7 or 8 days and it begins with a 

Seder supper which uses symbols from the Passover to teach children about the freedom of the Jewish 

people from the pharaoh of Egypt.  It was at the Passover Supper when Jesus initiated the eucharist and 

had a final meal with his disciples, a meal that we call “The Last Supper,” a meal that we remember on 

Maundy Thursday. 

 

For the third week in a row, we are focused on the prophet Moses.  We have reflected upon his birth, his 

being placed in a papyrus basket in the river Nile when he was just 3 months old, his rescue by the 

pharaoh’s daughter, his escape to Midian after he kills an Egyptian, his life as a shepherd in Midian, and 

his calling by God from the burning bush to return to Egypt and to negotiate the release of the Jewish 

people from their captivity.  This captivity occurs after Joseph, son of the patriarch Jacob, moves his 

family from Canaan to Egypt during a severe famine. 

   

We now return to Egypt.  Moses is 80 years old.  So my dear friends in Christ, age is not a reason to pull 

back from doing the Lord’s work. 

 

Moses has asked pharaoh to release the Hebrews 

but the pharaoh has a hard heart and refuses to 

do so.  Moses keeps begging “Let my people go!” 

but Pharaoh’s heart is hard and he says, “No!”  

and he keeps saying, “No!”  God sends 10 plagues 

upon the Egyptians including plagues of blood, 

sick livestock, boils, hailstorms, and darkness.  The 

tenth plague is the harshest and the one that 

finally works to release the Hebrews from Egypt. 

   

The tenth Plague is the killing of every first born 

son by the angel of death.  Even the firstborn son 

of the pharaoh dies.  The Israelites mark the 

doorframes of their home with lamb’s blood so 

https://www.youtube.com/


that the angel of death will “pass over” the home and firstborn sons will not die.  They are protected. 

 

Finally, after this tragic 

event, Pharaoh agrees 

to let the people go. 

 

This is the part of the story where they cross the Red Sea.  This is a miracle of God because God causes 

the sea to part, allowing Moses and his followers to cross safely, then closes the passage and drowns 

the Egyptians. 

 

The Jews go into the wilderness where they will wander for 40 years before they enter the promised 

land.  And we know that many adventures will happen.  Moses will receive the 10 Commandments from 

God and the people will have their faith tested. 

 

During the Passover celebrations, Jewish people remember the saving acts of God.  Although the event 

happened over 3500 years ago, the act of remembering happens every year.   

 

All of us can relate to theses events.  The reality of oppression and systemic racism.  I cannot imagine 

what it would feel like to be judged based on my ethnic background or my gender or the colour of my 

skin.  The closest I can come to this understanding is how I experienced some uncomfortable moments 

when I was a woman in management in Toronto in the late 70’s.  When I first became a eucharistic 

assistant in the 90’s, some people refused to take the chalice from me because I am a woman.  And these 

are minor incidents compared to what many people in our community have experienced many times. 

   

What enables us to have hope and what enabled the blacks to keep singing during their captive time as 

slaves in America was the freedom that comes from turning to Christ. 

 

Early on, the followers of the way (the early name for Christians) recognized that we share in the Passover 

but in a new way.  Christ has become our Passover Lamb, our Paschal Lamb.  When we turn in faith to 

Jesus, we are freed from what chains us down.  The powers that oppress us lose their hold on us.  We are 

set free and we pass from darkness into light, from mortality to eternal life, from sin into salvation.  The 

death and resurrection of Jesus have set us free. 

   

Jesus is known as our “Paschal Lamb.”  Here is what 

St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Corinthians: 
  

“For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.” 

1 Corinthians 5: 7 

 

Paul adds the name Christ to ensure that we 

understand the reference.  And early Jewish Christians 

would have absolutely associated the paschal lamb 

with the Passover lamb’s blood that was used to mark 

the lintel, the top of the door. 

   

Early on in Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist points out 

Jesus to his followers and says this: 
 



“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”   John 1: 29 

 

In his revelation, the last book of the Bible, St. John the Divine, has visions of Christ as a lamb who was 

slaughtered for us, a lamb who is worshipped, a lamb who is followed.  

  

During the 50 days of the Easter season, we light what we call the “Paschal Candle.”  It is the large candle 

with Christian symbols that we place beside the font. 

   

In celebration of our re-opening this morning, September 6, we are going to light our Paschal Candle.  As 

a reminder of our Passover lamb, as a reminder that God passes us from darkness into light, as a reminder 

that we move from slavery into freedom, as a reminder that God blesses us with grace, and that we 

move from death into eternal life, and as a reminder to put on the Lord Jesus Christ each and every day.  

We have passed over into grace.  God is faithful and Christ is the victory over death, the risen conquering 

son (in the words of the hymn Thine be the Glory). 

 

Note To ‘Ambassador’  Readers: 
 

At our 8:30am service, I lit the 

Paschal Candle at this point; at 

our 10am worship, I asked our 

Layreader Marty Sauer to light it. 

 

I ENCOURAGE YOU TO LIGHT 

A CANDLE AT HOME!! 

 

I find it meaningful that after an 

absence of 6 months, we will be 

receiving the eucharist this 

morning on the day when we are 

remembering the Jewish Passover. 

  

We won’t be eating lamb but we 

will be eating the true Paschal 

Lamb.  We will not be singing the 

“Agnus Dei” which is translated as 

the “Lamb of God,” but we will 

be saying in our hearts: 
 

“O lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world, grant us your peace.” 

 

We are God’s Passover (in Hebrew) people.  We are God’s Paschal (in Greek) people. 

 

In the words of the psalmist, may we praise God, serve God, love God and love our neighbours. 

   

Lord, we are your children and we are freed.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 
  
5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday September 12 & 13, 2020 “15t After Pentecost”  ~ 
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read these passages. If you don’t have a Bible they’re all accessible 
                         online.  The church uses the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) of the Bible. 

          
  Exodus 14: 19-31  ~  The is the well-known story of Moses and the Hebrews crossing the Red Sea, 

        which then closes and kills the enemies chasing them. 
 

  Psalm 114  ~  This psalm recalls the event of the parting of the Red Sea.  It is a song of 
    remembrance that is sung at “Passover.” 

  
  Matthew 18: 21-35  ~  Jesus tells Peter that he must forgive any person who has wounded him 77 

times!!  Jesus then goes on to tell the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant. 
I encourage you to read this parable before the weekend. 

 



 
 
6.    The Last Laugh  ~  “A cheerful heart is good medicine.”   [Proverbs 7: 22]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Forgiveness 
101 . . .  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

How many times does Jesus tell us to forgive the same 
person?  The answer is 77 times!!!  (Matthew 18:22) 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

 


