
 
 

My Sermon from Easter Sunday April 21, 2019   ~  “From What to Whom” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Let’s begin with some Humour!! 

 

There was a lady who on Holy Saturday was doing some baking for her Easter dinner the next day. 

There was a knock at the door. She went to find a man, dressed in shabby clothes, and looking for 

some odd jobs.  He asked her if there was anything he could do.  She said, "Can you paint?"  "Yes," 

he said. "I’m a rather good painter." 

 

"Well," she said, "there are two gallons of green paint there and a brush, and there’s a porch out 

back that needs to be painted. Please do a good job. I’ll pay you what the job is worth." 

He said, "That’s great. I’ll be done quickly." 

 

She went back to her baking and didn’t think much more about it until there was a knock at the 

door.  She went, and it was the man from earlier, and it was obvious he had been painting as he 

had green paint all over his clothes.  She asked, "Did you finish the job?"  He said, "Yes."  She said, 

"And did you do a GOOD job?" 

 

He said, "Yes.  But lady, there’s one thing I would like to point out to you. That’s not a Porsche 

back there.  That’s a Mercedes." 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed. 

 

On one occasion 

Michelangelo, the great 

artist, turned on his fellow 

artists in a spirit of 

indignation. He said: 

“Why do you keep filling 

gallery after gallery with 

endless pictures on the 

one theme of Christ in 

weakness, Christ on the 

Cross, and most of all, 

Christ hanging dead?  

Why do you concentrate 

on the passing episode as 

if it were the last work, as if the curtain dropped on Him with disaster and defeat?  That dreadful 

scene lasted . . . a few hours.  But to the unending eternity, Christ is alive; the stone has been rolled 

away and He rules and reigns and triumphs!” 

 

Isn’t that the truth?  We come here this morning as Christians to proclaim the glory of the 

resurrection that the tomb is empty.  Christ is alive! 

 

It is early in the morning on that Sunday long ago, the day of the resurrection.  Mary Magdalene 

has gone to the tomb.  She sees that the stone has been rolled away.  She runs to bring back Peter 

and John.  They look into the tomb and find that the body is not there, only the linen wrappings 



are there. 

  

Mary stands outside the tomb weeping for her beloved Lord.  Mary is in shock that someone has 

stolen the body of Jesus.  We would weep too as this would be the ultimate indignity for someone 

we’ve loved and who has died.  Look at how carefully forensic scientists are trying to return to 

families the remains of all who died in the Ethiopian airplane crash of March 10, 2019. 

 

Mary turns around and finds Jesus standing before her but she does not know that it is Jesus.  Jesus 

looks at her and says this, “Whom are you looking for?” (John 21:15).  Mary thinks this man is the 

gardener and she asks him where the body has been laid.  Jesus then calls her by name, “Mary” and 

she realizes that the risen Christ is in front of her. 

 

Pastor James Harnish draws our attention to this key statement that Jesus makes.  “Whom are you 

looking for?”  At the beginning of John’s gospel, Jesus asks two potential disciples, “What are you 

looking for?”  (John 1:38).  

  

Through the love of Christ, through our redemption, through the resurrection, our relationship with 

God has moved from WHAT to WHOM.  If you were to ask someone ‘What are you looking for?,’ 

they might respond with these statements: 

 

 ‘I am looking for a new home.’ 

 ‘I am looking for meaning in my life.’ 

 ‘I am looking for peace.’ 

 ‘I am looking for a new job.’ 

 ‘I am looking for a way to forgive.’ 

 ‘I am looking for joy.’ 

 ‘I am looking for a way out of my pain.’ 

 ‘I am looking for my keys.’ 

 

If you ask someone, ‘Whom are you looking for?,’ the answers are provocative and poignant . . .  

Whom implies a person and a relationship: 

 

 ‘I am looking for the arrival of my family at the airport. 

 ‘I am looking for my friend whom I am going to have lunch with.’ 

 ‘I am looking for the love that I always find in my spouse.’ 

 

Whom are you looking for? 

 

I guarantee you that at the end of our lives, we 

will be thinking about all the whom moments of 

grace, not the ‘what’ moments.   

 

Which one of these words and meanings is more 

powerful to you:  What?  or  Whom?  Here we 

have Jesus moving from WHAT at the beginning 

of his ministry to WHOM after the resurrection.  

This shift is significant. 

 

The wonder of Christianity which makes it 

different from every one of the world’s great religions is that we are looking for Whom and not 

What.  Through the incarnation, God has come to us in a personal way.  And the wonder of 



Christianity is that this person in the form of the risen Christ desires to have a personal relationship 

with the 2.3 billion people on this planet who call themselves Christians.  And it is possible because 

we believe in the divinity of Christ.  Other religions speak about the ‘What are you looking for?,’ 

 

 ‘I am looking for the path of enlightenment.’ 

 ‘I am looking for wisdom.’ 

 

We Christians ask ourselves:  ‘Whom are you looking for?’  We believe that Christ is alive to us and 

that we can have a personal and intimate relationship with him, a relationship that adds vibrancy 

and meaning and depth to all of our human relationships. 

 

Retired Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams wrote this about the resurrection  ~  “To 

believe in the resurrection is to believe that Jesus is alive and at large in the world.  Jesus is set free, 

he’s not going to die again, nothing prevents him acting. To say he is risen is to say he is now free 

to act eternally, unceasingly, without limit.”  

 

When Bishop Victoria Matthews was leading our clergy retreat a couple of weeks ago, she spoke 

about a gathering of all denominations of Christians, from Roman Catholic cardinals to evangelicals.  

At one point the participants were divided into small groups and asked to share their answers to 

this question:  ‘How did you first fall in love with Jesus?’  After listening to their answers, the veil 

was removed from their eyes and suddenly all the divisions about doctrine and theology melted 

away and they realized that the greatest commonalities that link Christians together is WHOM.  We 

are looking for Jesus whom we love and who is alive to 

each of us today. 

 

A story is told of an African man who became a 

Christian.  His friends asked, “Why have you become a 

Christian?”  He answered, “Well, it’s like this:  Suppose 

you were going down the road and suddenly the road 

forked in two directions, and you didn’t know which 

way to go.  There at the fork were two men, one dead 

and one alive — whom would you ask which way to 

go?” 

 

In the risen Christ, we find the answer in the Holy One 

who finds us.  We have this personal relationship based 

not on the ‘what’ but on the whom.  That is the key and the gift of the resurrection.  And it is very 

simple  ~  We begin by inviting this 

Whom, this Christ into our hearts. The 

truth of Easter is this:  “The hungers of the 

human soul are not found in what we think 

or what we do, but in whom we find.”  

(Disciplines, 2019, p. 139).  

 

Let the voice of God’s praise resound.  This 

Whom gives life to our souls. 

 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


