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As Ambassadors for Christ, we are called to 

bring our Lord's grace, love, and pace to everyone. 
  

~  Thursday May 30, 2019  ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Big brothers Emmett, Gabriel, and 
Benjamin are all smiles at baby sister 
Linnea’s baptism on Sunday May 5, 

2019.  Mom & Dad Ruthanne & Ian are 
all smiles, too, as Archdeacon 

Deborah joins the family circle for this 
sweet photo op.  Linnea was good as 

gold in her beautiful christening 
gown.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
~  2 Corinthians 5: 20  ~ 

 
 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshore anglicans.com 

 
“Ask this of God:  Please make me strong to offer love 

to those who do me wrong.”  
  

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.   Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 

Farewell Rev. Diane  
Farewell to The Rev. Diane Hilpert-McIlroy and her husband 
Robert as Rev. Diane and Robert will be moving to 
southern Ontario to be closer to family.  I took a gift to 
them, on behalf of the Deanery of Thunder Bay-North 
Shore.  Rev. Diane walks with the Lord and I will miss 
her dearly.  She was wonderful to work with as 
Regional Dean for the past 6 years. 
 
Here is the Deanery gift of a Lake Superior painting. 
 
Carol Knox drove to Nipigon to celebrate Rev. Diane’s 
ministry.  Archbishop Anne came for the Service of 
Confirmation. 
 
Pilgrimage Highlights  
My plan is to share with you one highlight of our Italian pilgrimage every week in the ‘Ambassador.’ 
 
When we first arrived in Rome, we immediately went to Ostia 
Antica.  Ostia Antica is an ancient Roman town that dates back 
to the 2nd century AD.  It is about 25 km southwest of Rome.  
The frescoes and the mosaics are very well-preserved.  This 
tour, led by our tour guide Susanna, was a beautiful introduction 
to our pilgrimage.  We had just come off the plane and had been 
up for 24 hours but this walking tour sure 
kept us awake until night time!  We saw 
fast-food restaurants (believe it or not), 
an apartment block for travelers, a 
theatre surrounded by mosaic 
advertisements, forum, public toilets, a 
private villa and extensive Roman baths. 
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2.    What’s On This Week  ~     
   
TONIGHT!  THURSDAY May 30  ~  

 ‘Ascension Day’ Service  ~  7pm, Our Saviour’s Lutheran, corner Red River & Farrand St. 
Retiring Primate Fred Hiltz’s last visit to Thunder Bay.     

 
THIS SATURDAY June 1  ~  

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 Minute Service   5pm 
“1 Minute Message,” full communion Service, and uplifting music at 
this family-friendly service.  Come make a joyful noise! 

  
THIS SUNDAY June 2  ~    

 8:30 & 10:00am Services 
Come and worship and rejoice in the arrival of Spring at long last!     
 

THIS TUESDAY June 4  ~ 
 

 ‘Life In The Eucharist’ Tues May 14, 7:00-8:00pm   Please prepare Unit 5. 

 
 
4.    My Sermon from last Sunday May 26, 2019   ~  “The Power of a Dream” 

 
Through the written word and through the spoken word,                                                                                        



may we know your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The Bible is filled with stories of people receiving prophecies and messages from God in dreams.  
Remember Joseph dreaming of greatness and of the wheat sheaves bowing down before him.  Think 
about the prophet Samuel who was called to ministry as a prophet in a dream by God when Samuel 
was a young boy.  Daniel had amazing dreams about the 4 beasts of the end times.  Joseph had 
dreams from God in which he was told to take Mary as his wife and then, after Jesus was born, to 
escape into Egypt. 
 
I wish my dreams were prophetic and special messages from God but, sadly, they are not.  On Friday 
night, I had this dream:  I was worshipping at St. Michael’s and when I went up for communion I 
noticed something new in the church.  There was a raised stainless steel track about a foot off the 
ground, just inside the communion rail.  Running on the track was a single locomotive, no other cars, 
just this single engine.  The track was solid and smooth with raised rounded edges to keep the engine 
from falling off.  The track went in a large circle all around the sanctuary.  On the way back from 
communion, I went to sit with my husband Jouni near the back of the church.  I looked at the time 
and noticed that I was wearing 3 watches  ~  my own Swiss Army watch plus Jouni’s dress Omega 
watch (a grad gift from his parents) and, on my right arm, my Gucci watch (a gift from my parents).  
Jouni said that he put the watches on my arm when I wasn’t looking.  What does this dream mean?  I 
have no idea.  Maybe I was going to be late for church this morning . . . 
 
What do you dream about?  Once or twice a year, I will dream about this type of situation.  For 
example, I will dream that I am about to write a university exam but I never studied and I never 
attended a single class.  Or I will dream that I am about to start a church service and can’t find my 
vestments and don’t have a sermon prepared.  These are dreams of anxiety and perhaps you have 
had similar ones. 
 
During the whole Easter season, from Easter Sunday until Pentecost, we read about the growth of the 
early Christian church.  This development is recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts in the New Testament.  
Luke was a physician who travelled with Paul on some of his missionary trips. 
 
Our passage for today from Acts 16 is about a dream of the apostle Paul.  Paul is on his 2nd 
missionary journey with Timothy and Silas and Luke.  He is travelling around Asia Minor (Turkey) and 
he has a dream.  In his dream, a 
man from Macedonia (Greece) is 
“pleading with him and saying, 
‘Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.’”  (Acts 16: 9).  What is 
Paul’s response to this dream?  He 
takes it very seriously and 
immediately decides to leave for 
northern Greece by ship.  He is 
now convinced that he must 
proclaim the good news of the 
gospel to Europeans.  This dream 
is important and Paul acts upon it. 
 
Here is a mosaic of Paul’s dream.  
This mosaic is in an outdoor square 
in the Greek town of Beroea. 
 
He travels to northern Greece and 
goes to Philippi where he baptizes 
a businesswoman named Lydia and 
her entire household. 
   
Paul knows that he is not alone.  He has the power of the Holy Spirit what Jesus calls the guide, the 
helper, the Advocate.  The Greek word is ‘paraclete’  (from John 14:16).  The word ‘paraclete’ 
means ‘called to our side’ and ‘comes alongside.’  God has been called to our side.  God walks 
beside us to guide us, and help us. 
 
We have just returned, along with 20 other people mainly from this parish (below), from a pilgrimage 
to Italy.  We spent most of our 10 days in Rome and were accompanied by a knowledgeable tour 



leader named Ben and a tour guide named Susanna.  
We did many walking tours and on most days we walked 
over 20,000 steps.  Several people had ‘fitbits’ so this is 
how we knew the total number of steps taken. 
   
Susanna and Ben would walk alongside us.  They taught 
us and made the history of the apostle Paul and the 
history of the Romans come alive for us.  They kept us 
all safe.  They kept us from getting lost on the twisty 
streets.  They showed us sites that we would never 
have discovered on our own:    The prison of Mamertine 
(below) where Paul was sent just before he was 
executed 
outside of 
the city 
walls.  The 
Coliseum.  
The best 
coffee in 
Rome!  The 
best cannoli 
in Rome! 
(below)   

 
The best shopping on the Isle of 
Capri.  Three magnificent paintings 
by Caravaggio in a church (left).  

The church built over the house where 
Paul was under house arrest for 2 years 
when he was in Rome.  The Coliseum 
(again).  The Arch of Constantine.  The 
‘Alexamenos graffito’ that I preached 
about on Good Friday.  The buried city of 
Herculaneum (below) . . .  They were 
outstanding guides and I will never forget 
them.  Susanna has 2 PhDs in church 
history and she likes being a tour guide in 
between her university teaching.     

Whether my 
dreams are from 
God or not, I do 
know that I need 
the assistance of 
the Holy Spirit, 
the encourager, 
the comforter, 
the helper, the ultimate guide for my life.  May 
God always come alongside us and walk with us.  
And if you feel that you have been given a dream 
from God, then may God bless you with the faith 
and the courage of Paul to act upon it. 
 
Remember the man from Macedonia and Paul’s 
dream.  “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  
Amen.  

 

Caravaggio’s painting 
“St. Matthew and 
the Angel” (1602), 
 Church of S. Luigi 

dei Francesi, in Rome. 
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5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday June 1 & 2, 2019 ‘7th of Easter’  ~   
 

                     Rectors' Note:  During the season of Easter, we read from the Book of Acts 
         in the New Testament and not from the Old Testament. 

                                       I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  Acts 16: 16-34  ~  This passage is the story of Paul and Silas being put into prison in Philippi after they 
    cure a slave-girl of her fortune-telling ability. 

 
  Psalm 97  ~  This is a hymn of praise celebrating the rule of God. 

 
  Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21  ~  Jesus invites us to partake of the water of life. 

   
  John 17: 20-26  ~  Jesus calls us to unity. 

  

6.   Our Financial Picture  ~  LET’S KEEP ST. PAUL’S OUT OF THE RED! 
 

                      
1st 5 MONTHS of 2019                 ACTUAL                BUDGET        

     
Offerings                      $ 91,637               $ 111,355 
 

     SHORTFALL         [- $ 19,718]                  up $ 3,455 
    
      Editor’s Note:  So . . .  our shortfall grew $765 during April and grew 
                             $3,455 during May.  An increase of more than 450% [!!!] 

        And that’s before the usual ‘summer slow down’ in givings . . . 
          Even if our shortfall stops growing and stays at [-$3,455] per 

        month, we will be $44,000 short of our budget at the end of the year. 
 That means we’ll have to make MAJOR CHANGES in 2020 to balance the budget . . . 

        The reality is, we need an extra $1,000 a week.  If you haven’t already done so, 
        please join me in increasing your offering to the work of St. Paul’s.  Thank you. 

  ~  Christine French, Newsletter Editor 
 

 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~ "A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 
                                               [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 

 
“May We Have Your Ascension, Please  . . . ” 

 
 

  
May God bless Eden as she is marked, at her June 2, 2019 

baptism as belonging to Christ forever. 
    

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    

 
 
 
 
 

                           NO SCENTS makes GOOD SENSE! 
We Support a “SCENT-FREE” Environment at St . Paul’s  

 
In consideration of those with severe scent allergies, we encourage you to 

please refrain from wearing perfume, cologne, after-shave, hair care, or other 
scented products whenever you come to church.  Thank You!   

 
 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft        624-7161       stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


 


