
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday December 1, 
2019, Advent 1:  HOPE  ~ 

 
“Wake Up!” 

 

Be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 

untiring in love all the days of your life.  Amen. 

 

The above is the ‘Advent Blessing’ and it 

reminds us of God’s eternal love, love that is 

available to us today.  Many of you will be starting to open your Advent calendar today.  This 4 

week Christian season is the beginning of a new church year.  We move from Luke’s Gospel (Year 

C) back to Matthew’s Gospel (Year A).   

 

Advent asks us to think about 3 Christian realities. 

 

The author (St. John the Divine) of the Book of Revelation, the last book in the Bible, wrote this:  

 

“Our Lord God who is and who was and who is to come.” 

 

You’ll notice that he doesn’t say Our Lord God who was and who is and who is to come. 

 

 Who IS:  A reality of Advent.  Our Lord God is available to us today and we can invite Jesus 

into our hearts today.  We use Advent to prepare our hearts for Christ to enter our 

hearts in a deeper way. 

 

 Who WAS:  A reality of Advent.  We remember the birth of our Saviour.  We bring out our 

  nativity sets and leave out Baby Jesus, ready to place him into the manger on 

  Christmas Eve. 

 

 Who IS TO COME:  A reality of Advent.  We know that Christ will return one day, not as an 

innocent and helpless newborn, but in all his glory and power, and 

ready to make things right. 

 

Our focus on the 1
st
 Sunday of Advent is always to remember and to prepare for the second coming 

of Christ.  And we do this in HOPE.  Bishop Wright who has written Surprised by Hope writes that 

“there will indeed be a judgment in which creator God will set the world right once and for all.”  

(p. 137).   

 

(I THEN CALL OUT TO THE CONGREGATION IN A LOUD VOICE . . .  ) 

 

WAKE UP!!  And then I ask them:  How does this make you feel? 

                    Probably annoyed and a little bit angry. 

 

St. Paul gives the Christians in Rome strong instructions: 

He tells them to WAKE UP!   

 

Now, no one wants to be told to wake up. 

Not a sleeping teen-ager or a young child getting ready for school or someone in a meeting who 

just doesn’t get it.  Stop sleeping!  Wake up!  No one wishes to hear these 2 words;  WAKE UP! 



 

But then Paul goes on to say that we are “to put on the armour of light” and to “put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” (Romans 13:12.14)  This is something we all want to put on, LIGHT and CHRIST.  I 

like wearing a clergy shirt and suit as it takes away many decisions about what to wear.  When I 

wake up in the morning, I don’t have to think very much about what I will wear.   

 

I spend more time thinking about casual 

clothing. On Saturday, November 30, I 

attended an Advent Retreat, led by The Rev. 

Dr. Jay Koyle, on the theme of “Do You See 

What I See?”  I wore a hat and a pink 

turtleneck and several people did not even 

recognize me until they heard my voice.  I 

couldn’t decide if I looked better or worse 

than usual!! 

 

Put on Light and Christ. 

 

Jesus also tells us to wake up and to get ready 

for his return.  He speaks about Noah who 

got ready preparing the ark, not just for 

himself and his family, but for the whole 

world.  All of God’s creations  ~  two by 

two. 

 

Jesus talks about the people “eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage.”  

Now we all know that we do a lot of eating 

and drinking during December.  This is one of 

my favourite parts of Christmas.  There is 

nothing wrong with these activities that bring 

us together.  In fact, your wardens and advisory board are putting on a Parish Christmas Party on 

Tuesday evening, December 17.  There will be eating and drinking and making merry but it will be 

done in the hope, peace, joy, and love of Advent. 

 

We live in this physical world and we enjoy the good stuff of the physical world but as Christians 

we know our Lord God who is, and who was, and who is to come, and we put the Lord God first.   

 

The challenge for waking up and being ready for Christ’s return is that there is no definitive 

date.  There is no timetable.  We have God’s promise but we have been waiting for nearly 

2,000 years already.  I find it difficult to be vigilant and watchful and I need the reminder of the 

1
st
 week of Advent. 

 

We recently had a visit from the TBayTel Home Security technician.  He needed to update our 

home security system.  Years ago, we would have been told the day of the appointment and that 

would be all.  Someone would have to stay home all day for the furnace repair guy or the 

plumber or the electrician or the furniture delivery truck.  We would have to stay dressed, keep 

the house tidy, tell the dog to behave, and ignore all outside excursions.  Today, we are given a 4 

hour window and are told that the service person will be there between 1 pm and 5 pm or 

between 8 am and noon.  I still find it hard to be patient and wait for this 4 hour time.  I wish I 

knew the exact time of the appointment.  If I struggle this much with a half-day of waiting, 



knowing that the appointment has indeed been scheduled, imagine how hard it is for wait for a 

lifetime for the return of Jesus.   

 

What we need to do is to be like Noah and live a life of watchfulness and care.  We do need to 

WAKE UP and look around at the world God has blessed us with.  We need to believe in this reality 

of Advent that Christ who is to come may appear at any time.  How will this change us?  How will 

we live?  What will we do differently?   

 

We put on Light and Christ. 

 

We live in HOPE and we bring HOPE to others. 

 

We look for daily signs of the presence of God. 

 

We stay fully alert and try to be fully present for the people around us. 

 

We WAKE UP! 

 

We are called to live a Holy Life.  In the words of Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of 

Canterbury, “Holy lives point us to the scope and beauty of God’s action.” 

 

Be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and 

untiring in love all the days of your life. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 

 


