
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday September 8, 2019, 13th after Pentecost   ~ 
 

“Discipleship” 
 

O Lord, through the written word and through the spoken, word may we know 

your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Here is our gospel passage for this week  ~  I encourage you to read it out loud before continuing. 

 

Luke 14: 25-33 
 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to 
them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.  
27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  28For which 
of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it?  29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him,  30saying, ‘This fellow 
began to build and was not able to finish.’  31Or what king, going out to wage war 
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?  32If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the 
terms of peace.  33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give 
up all your possessions. 

 

This is a wild gospel passage and actually quite terrifying.  Many people here today are returning to 

worship with their children after a summer out at camp.  And here we have Jesus saying 3 things: 

 

1. Hate your family, 

2. Carry the cross, and  

3. Give up all your possessions. 

 

Is this the message you wish to hear this morning?  Does this make you happy you came to church?  

Do we want to put this on our outdoor sign?  Will this message make people pour into church?  

Should this be our new parish slogan? 

 

Hate your family!  Hate your life!  Where is the God of love in this conversation?  My 

grandchildren have been taught to never use the ‘H’ word and I am sure some of you here this 

morning have been taught the same thing.  Hate is a strong word and one must be careful of how it 

is used. 

 

In other passages Jesus tells us to be kind, compassionate, and to love our neighbours as ourselves.  

What is going on with the ‘H’ word?  We must return to the Aramaic meaning of the word ‘HATE.’  

The word did not communicate emotions or feelings but rather priorities.  Two things would be 

often paired and one would be loved and one would be hated.  If we reinterpret Jesus’ instruction 

with the understanding that we are looking for priorities, then we begin to see that Jesus is telling us 

that if we desire to become his disciple we must make God our highest priorities and if our families 

can’t accept this priority then we must not let anything stand in the way between our personal 

relationship with our Saviour. 

 



 

We know that our God is a God of love and when we put God first, a wonderful paradox 

happens. Suddenly all of our human relationships take on deeper meaning.  We are able to love 

more, cherish more, and forgive more.  Suddenly we are transformed and we have the capacity to 

be better human beings. 

   

Let’s move on to number 2.  We are called to carry the cross and follow Jesus if we want to be his 

disciple.  This means that as our priorities change there will be sacrifices  ~  sacrifices with our time 

and our interests and our money.  And what are we willing to sacrifice?  Parents sacrifice all the 

time as they put their children first and take them to early morning swim practices and hockey 

games and drive them to dance competitions.  Years later, parents will say that they did not mind 

the sacrifices and these years were the best years of their life. 

 

As Canadians, we are all thrilled that 19 year old Bianca Andreescu won the US Tennis Open on 

Saturday, September 7 against Vanessa Williams.  I can’t even imagine the sacrifices her parents have 

made to get her to this elite level of competition.  The cost of lessons and coaches and travel and 

competitive entry fees . . .  The sacrifice of not having any personal time.   

 

And yet we all know this reality of sacrifice:  We value things more when we have sacrificed more 

for them.   

 

When we make God our priority and put God first and make sacrifices on behalf of God, we are 

taking up the cross of Christ.  There is a cost of following Jesus, of being his disciple.  Worship, 

commitment, growth in faith, tithing, all require sacrifice.  And yet we have this interior yearning to 

be a disciple. 

 

In this gospel passage, Jesus goes on to say that discipleship and taking up his cross requires 

perseverance.  We must not quit but plan and calculate the cost and keep on going until the finish 

line.  Jesus uses the example of planning.  He talks about a building project and how the cost must 

be estimated first as it is important to finish the project once started.  He then goes on to talk about 

the planning of a war.  Now, I don’t like Jesus’ 2
nd

 example of a king deciding how many men he 

needs to win the war but as Jesus lived in a time of war and violence, I can understand why he 

picked this example to illustrate planning and perseverance. 

   

Jesus is not sugar-coating the realities of discipleship.  There is a cost and it does involve sacrifice. 

A 20
th
 century Lutheran Pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was murdered by the Nazis at the end of 

World War II, wrote a book called the Cost of Discipleship.  He was ashamed that the church did 

not do more to end the Nazi regime.  Here is what he wrote about the cost of discipleship: 

 

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without 

church discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal confession. 

Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus 

Christ, living and incarnate.”  

 

Bonhoeffer writes that we must follow Christ and through our discipleship we must be willing to 

face rejection by the world. 

  

I can tell you that my life as a priest has enriched me beyond belief.  Although I have never worked 

longer or harder, I have never been so fulfilled or happy since God called me to serve him in parish 

ministry.  And it is not just me who has sacrificed.  My family continues to make sacrifices as they 

share me with many brothers and sisters in Christ. 

   



 

And finally, we must not be held captive by our possessions but put God first.  This is what St. 

Patrick did.  As a teen-ager he was kidnapped and taken away from his family and he became a 

slave in Ireland.  After he escaped captivity, and returned to his family in England, Patrick became a 

priest and decided to do missionary work in Ireland.  He returned to the people who kidnapped 

him, left his family again and evangelized the Celts. 

 

Here are some of the words of his famous 

prayer, what we know as St. Patrick’s 

Breastplate  ~ 

 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 

Christ behind me, Christ before me 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger 

 

That my friends is the true meaning of 

discipleship.   

 

Make Christ our priority, persevere, and 

carry the cross.  Good messages after all 

that I am proud to proclaim. 

 

Amen.  

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


