
 
 
‘Notes’ from My Sermon of last Sunday November 10, 2019 

 
Remembrance Sunday  ~  “The Little Coat” 

 

A Remembrance Day Story . . . 

 

As part of my sermon on Sunday, November 10 

(Remembrance Day Sunday), I shared a story that really 

touched my heart.  It is a Canadian story of courage and love.  

The story has only become known in the last decade which is 

why most of us have never heard of it. 

 

It is called “The Little Coat” and the story has been put in a 

book, The Little Coat:  The Bob and Sue Elliott Story, by 

Alan J. Buick  

 

This is a story of the 

power of love to reach 

across the ocean and 

across the decades.  

Let’s go back to 1941.  

A young prairie boy, Bob Elliott, decided to enlist.  He was 

15 years old.  He lied about his age and said he was 20.  Bob 

joined the army and became a tank commander and was 

sent to Holland. 

 

In 1944, Bob connected with a 10 

year old girl named Sussie Cretier.  

Bob and his tank crew found 

laughter and fun with Sussie, and she 

became their mascot of hope.  This 

friendly little Dutch girl was a 

welcome beacon of hope to weary 

Canadian soldiers fighting the Nazis 

in Holland in 1944. 

 

Sussie’s family was part of the 

resistance in Holland and they hid 

Jewish people.  Eventually, they 

were found out.  Sussie’s family escaped from the Nazis to the safety of the Allied troops.  It was a 

dangerous escape as the family had to run across open fields while they were being shot at.  



 

Sussie sang songs and lifted the spirits of the Canadian soldiers during the frightening reality of war.  

On Christmas Day 1944, the battle-weary Canadians honoured their adopted soldier-mascot with a 

special Army-style coat they ordered from a local seamstress.   The soldiers surprised Sussie with a 

coat they had was made from a wool army blanket.  The 8 buttons on the coat were tunic buttons 

that the Canadian soldiers took off their own tunics and were then sewn onto the coat.  This coat 

was cherished by the little girl and became her prized possession. Sussie held on to that coat for 

decades, claiming it as the most special gift she had ever received and one she would never forget. 

  

Almost 40 years later during the early 1980’s, tank 

commander Bob Elliott returned to the Netherlands 

for a visit.  He reconnected with Sussie and their 

relationship blossomed.  They fell in love and got 

married and then moved to Canada with the 

precious coat.   

 

 

Bob died in 2013 but Sussie is still 

alive and back living in the Netherlands.  The little coat is now 

displayed in the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. 

 

About the author of the book: 

   

Alan Buick is a carpenter, musician and songwriter who came to 

Canada from his New Zealand birthplace more than 30 years 

ago.  He lives in Pense, Saskatchewan, with his wife Carol and 

their family. 
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