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~ Friday September 25, 2020 ~ 
 
 
 

“Orange Shirt Day” 2019 
 

Bishop Lydia Mamakwa blesses 
the “7 Grandfather Teachings” 
Table as children, Servers, and 
Lay Readers gather around at 

the dedication of our 
Indigenous Sacred Circle 

on Orange Shirt Day last year. 
 

 WEAR AN ORANGE SHIRT 
to church THIS WEEKEND 

in honour of all those who have 
suffered under Canada’s 

Residential School system.   
 
 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” 
 ~  2 Corinthians 5: 20  ~ 

 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from 

thunderbay-
northshoreanglicans.com 

 
“Fall for Jesus, 

he never leaves.”  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

visit our website @ 
stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
and find us on facebook 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 

FRIDAYS!  Weekly ZOOM Morning Prayer  
Our ZOOM 30 minute Morning Prayer happens every Friday morning at 9:00 am.  I enjoy this 
community worship very much.  Here is the link for each week.  The link will not change! 
 

  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 822 0869 8866 Passcode: 657204 

 
“Collar” I.D.    
I am writing these notes on Tuesday, September 22 and I am wearing 
my collar today.  (Here I am at my desk.) 
 
I needed to mail some moccasins to Archbishop Anne.  She will be 
giving them to our Primate ~ Archbishop Linda Nicholls.  Over the last 
few years, I have noticed that many people no longer know what the 
collar stands for and I was feeling sad about this reality.  It was a lovely 
day and I wasn’t wearing a coat or a sweater, just my clergy shirt and a 
black skirt.  I went to the main post office and after I walked back 
outside to go to my car, a woman in a parked vehicle rolled down her 
window and called out to me, “Hello!  Are you Anglican?”  I walked 
over to her vehicle and said, “Yes, I am!”  She replied with a delightful 
English accent that she is looking for a church.  I told her about St. Paul’s 
and the wonderful people and where it is and the times of the 3 weekly 
services.  We talked for a few more minutes.  She gave me her name and a 
large smile.  I was wearing a mask and she was not, but I was smiling too. 
(Here I am in my “new normal” office attire.) 
 
God surprises us with moments of grace.  Here I was grumbling about the 
lack of recognition for the collar and a stranger not only knew about the 
collar but for some reason thought immediately that I am Anglican.  Thank 
you God!  I am left wondering why the woman thought without hesitation 
that I am Anglican.  Maybe it is my secret ‘Anglican walk’!  Or the stencil on 
the back of my shirt that says, “I AM ANGLICAN!”   (JUST KIDDING!!  ) 

 
An Important Health & Safety Message From 
Parishioner Brenda Baughman  
“I think it is increasingly important for all of 
us to do what we can to avoid the Corona 
Virus and one thing we can and should do is 
download the “COVID App” to our phones so 
we can be notified if we come in contact with 
someone who tests positive.  It is free to 

download and there are no privacy concerns with using it.  I am going to get Smart Phone 
precisely for this reason.  I wonder if you might put a notice in The Ambassador and/or make 
an announcement in Church to encourage everyone to do this . . .  Also a reminder to get our 
flu shots and pneumonia shots when they are available would be a good idea.” 

 
Rector’s Note:  I have already downloaded the “Canadian COVID Alert App” and it will tell me if 

    I am near to anyone who has COVID-19.                                

 
We Are Doing Everything We Can To Keep You Safe! 
 
Our boiler parts have not arrived, but we are still able to heat the 
church for our services so you will be nice and warm when you come to 
worship! 
 
Thank you to our team of people at the church who help worshippers 
sanitize their hands, sanitize the church, practice social distancing, keep 
an attendance log, and keep smiling behind their masks. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09


Prayer Petitions & Gratitude Prayers!  
I value your prayer and hymn requests.  Please email me 
directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me (807-624-7161) 
by early Friday afternoon with your requests.  I do a new 
prayer list each and every week.  We are not able to do the 
Intercession written list at the back of the church during this 
‘Amber Stage’ so I need your prayer requests ahead of time.  
Thank you!  

 

Tell Us Your Favourite Hymns!  
Dr. Sean Kim and I are also taking your Hymn Requests to be used on Sunday 
mornings.  What do you love to sing in church?  We want to know!! 

 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.    ‘Blessing Box’ Donations ALWAYS WELCOME!  ~   
 
A HUGE THANK YOU to all our faithful donators; we couldn’t do it 
without you!   We will be OPEN to receive donations EVERY 
SUNDAY morning 9:30 to 11:30 am [just before and during our 
livestreamed 10:00 am Service].  Those of you on our ‘BB’ roster 
may also stock up on supplies for the days you fill the Blessing Box.    

 
 
3.    Worship With Us or Watch Any Time  ~  
 
We live stream our Saturday 5pm and Sunday 10am 
Services!  Good news for those unable to worship with us 
in person, as you can still watch “church” from home.    

 
Here’s the LINK:  https://www.youtube.com/ 
 
Once you’re on YouTube, search 
“St. Paul’s Media” and then click on our 
 channel symbol [at left].   
 
Find strength for the challenges of today 

by being together in spirit.  Come and worship! 
 

 
4.    My Sermon From last Sunday September 20, 2020 ‘16 Sunday after Pentecost’  ~  “God Is Not Fair!” 

 

O Lord, take my lips and speak with them; take my eyes and see with them,                                                                                                                                 

Take my ears and hear with them, take my heart and set it on fire.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

In the pre-pandemic days, I would also have prayed, “Take my hands and touch with them.”  This new 

way of living continues to remind us of how different the world has become in the past 6 months. 

 

However, what it timeless and eternal and unchanging is the gospel.  The reality of the living presence 

of Christ in our hearts, the truth of holy scripture, the grace in the eucharist has not changed and will 

not change. 

 

The Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard is only in Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 20: 1-16) and it is one 

of my favourites.  I have prayed and pondered this parable for many years.  Here’s the theme: 

 

A landowner hires workers throughout the day for his vineyard.  At the end of the working day, he pays 

each worker the same, whether they had worked from dawn to dusk or for just one hour.  Naturally the 

workers who worked all day are angry when they discover that the one hour workers are paid the same.  

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
https://www.youtube.com/


The landowner pays the workers in order of their arrival in the vineyard, from those who came the latest 

and worked the least to those who came the earliest and worked the most.  The ones who worked the 

most got excited when they saw how much the one hour workers were being paid.  They said to 

themselves, “we will certainly get a massive bonus as we worked all day and especially at noon when it 

was hot.  This is a very generous landowner.”   

 

Imagine their shock when they receive the same amount of pay as the men who came around 5 pm!  They 

share their dismay with the landowner who tells them that he is paying them what he promised when he 

hired them, the usual daily wage.  When the landowner hires the additional men, he simply tells them that 

he will “pay them whatever is right.”   They assumed that the pay would be a part-time daily wage.  Note 

that none of the part-time workers are grumbling.  They are thrilled and astonished!   

 

Here is a painting by Rembrandt from 1637.  It hangs in the Hermitage in St. Petersburg.  It is a small 

painting  ~  about 12 by 16 inches.  Our eye is drawn to the people in the light.  Rembrandt is a master 

of using light and dark to communicate.  The focus of the painting is 2 of the all-day workers who are 

grumbling about their pay with the landowner.  The other all-day workers are talking about their pay in 

the background.  The landowner's wife is sitting by the window with the account book. 

 

Below is a close-up of the wife and another close-of the landowner and the 2 unhappy workers.  The 

painting is dark showing that dusk has come. 

 

The landowner calls the 2 unhappy workers ‘Friend’ and informs them that he paid them what he said he 

would.  He did not cheat them.  He tells them that he has the rightto pay the part-time workers 

whatever he wishes.  The landowner names the real issue.  The all-day workers are comparing themselves 

with the part-time workers.  They are envious and annoyed and feel that an injustice has been done. 

 



This is a hard parable for you 

and for me.  In the working 

world, we hope that there is pay 

equity that those who work hard 

and come early and leave late 

will be rewarded with a 

promotion or a pay increase.  

Now we know that doesn’t 

always happen.  I know many 

people who have worked very 

hard, with an exceptional 

performance and are still paid 

the same as those who shirk their 

duties and their responsibilities.  

Where is the fairness? 

 

Jesus tells this parable after a 

conversation with Peter 

reminding Jesus that the 

disciples have given up 

 

everything to follow 

him.  Jesus responds 

that “many who are 

first will be last, and the 

last will be first.”   

 

The parable is 

immediately followed by 

the mother of James and 

John asking Jesus for 

priority seating in heaven 

for her boys because they 

work so hard.   

 

Everybody wants the 

best seats in the house, 

and to be first in line.  

When I was a little girl, I 

was short and movie 

theatres didn’t have the sloping floors with seats where everyone can see the screen.  If I didn’t line up 

early, I would always end up behind the lady with the big hat and I couldn’t see anything! 

 

The key question in the parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard is this: 

 

Why are you angry at my generosity? 

 

And we cry back.  “Because it isn’t fair!” 

 

Life isn’t fair and we know that.   

 

A son cares for his elderly father.  He visits him daily and takes him nourishing meals and does his 

laundry.  His brother and sister never phone, never visit.  The father dies and the family discover that the 

will is split equally between all 3 children.  The man knows that in spite of their lack of care, the father 

loved his children all the same.  Is this fair to the son who did all the work? 



 

A woman works 60 hours a week in a large accounting firm.  She is given all the toughest audits and is 

criticized the most by the partners in the firm.  Another associate is hired who gets away with many 

mistakes and a bad performance.  This person works no overtime and gets every weekend off.  This 

person makes partner while the hard-working woman remains as an associate.  Is this fair? 

 

In his letter to the Christians in Philippi, the apostle Paul tells us “to live our life in a manner worthy of 

the gospel of Christ.”  (Philippians 1:2 7).  That’s what we try to do.   

 

The truth of the parable 

is that God is not fair.  

We could make a poster 

of this statement  ~ 

 

God is grace.  And 

grace is that free gift of 

unconditional love 

and acceptance and 

wonder.   

 

God is love. 

 

God is mercy. 

 

Our generous God is 

waiting for us to say 

“Yes!” to his invitation 

to follow him.  The 

workers received the 

generous gift from the 

landowner after they 

agree to work for him.  

They could easily have said “No.”  It is late in the day ,but they say “Yes.” 

 

A story is told of a man who died and went to heaven . . . 

 

St. Peter met him at the pearly gates and asked to examine his qualifications.  “We have a point 

system,” St. Peter said, “and only those with enough points are allowed to enter.” 

 

“Points?” the man asked, “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”  St. Peter explained, “It’s 

simple.  We determine how many points you have by the life you’ve led.  We require a hundred 

points to get in.  Tell me about your life, and I’ll add up your points.” 

 

The man thought for a moment and said, “Well, let’s see.  I was a faithful member of my church 

for over forty-seven years.  I served as a Eucharistic Assistant and a Warden, and I also taught 

Sunday School.”  St. Peter said, “Very good.  You get one point.” 

 

The man said to himself, “Oh, my!”  

 

He thought hard.  “Well, let’s 

see, I was a good husband and 

a good father.  I gave a tithe 

to the church, and I 

contributed to all sorts of 

charities.  And I helped with 

various civic projects, and 

even served on several 

committees.  Doesn’t that 

count for anything?” 

 



St. Peter said, “Indeed it does.  You get another point.”  The man’s face sank; he sighed said,  

I can see now that I’ll never make it.  The only way I’d ever get into this place is by the grace 

of God.” 

 

St. Peter smiled and said, “And that, my friend, is worth ninety-eight points.  Welcome!” 

 

When our life is over and our work is done and dusk has come, we go into the line at the back.  God 

calls us forward to the front and Jesus will say to us, “The last will be first.” 

 

Jesus opens his arms to us and showers us with his overwhelming gift of grace and unconditional love 

and forgiveness. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
  
5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday September 26 & 27, 2020 “17th After Pentecost”  ~ 
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read these passages. If you don’t have a Bible they’re all accessible 
                         online.  The church uses the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) of the Bible. 

          
  Philippians 2: 1-13  ~  Paul calls us to imitate the humility and love of Christ. 
 

  Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16  ~  The psalmists calls us to speak about the “glorious deeds of the Lord.” 
  

  Matthew 21: 23-32  ~  Through the teaching of the parable of the two sons, Jesus calls us to be 
open-minded and to follow and believe in his teachings. 

 
  
6.    Did You Know?  ~ 
 
Many parishioners are enjoying making their offering through an 
online e-transfer.  Here’s how: 
 

 Go to your online internet banking  
 Make an internet e-transfer to St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

(stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com) 
 
The money is deposited automatically into the church’s account.  Your donations are printed out and 
given to Ernie and he will issue your tax receipt at the end of the year for all of your donations. 

 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~ “A cheerful heart 
                                  is good medicine.”  
                                    [Proverbs 7: 22]  

 
See Anyone You Know?  . . .  

 
 

  
“At the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth.”  [Philippians 2: 10] 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft 
 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
 
 624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
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