
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday October 4, 2020 ‘19th Sunday after Pentecost’  and Thanksgiving  ~  

“Think And Do!” 
 

Through the written word and through the spoken word                                                                                                                                               

may we know your living word our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 Do Christians think? 

 

 Are Christians encouraged to think? 

 

 Should Christians think? 

 

I believe that Christians can and should think about their faith.  I believe that faith can withstand 

pondering, reflection, and reasoning.  We do not have to leave our brains behind when we worship 

God whether in person or on the live-stream. 

 

This is a message that has not always been stressed by Christians throughout the ages.  During the 16
th
 

century Galileo was put under house arrest for the last 10 years of his life because of his support of 

the so-called heretical views of Copernicus and Aristarchus, who believed in the “heliocentric” model 

that the sun is the centre of our solar system and not the earth.   

 

For centuries, Christians believed that the world was created in seven 24 hour days.  As Christians we 

believe in the creation story but most of us accept the scientific reality that the universe is over 13 

billion years old.  We believe that God created the universe and that the 7 days of creation represent 

the stages of the creation process.   

 

I believe that the Bible is all true, and I believe that some of it is allegorical truth and some is literal 

truth.  The scriptures can work with science hand in hand.  The Bible is about relationships and our 

relationship with God.  We believe that the Bible “contains all things necessary for salvation.” 

 

Did you know that St. Paul instructs the new Christians to think?  In his epistle (letter) written to 

Christians in Philippi (Macedonia or northern Greece), he tells them to “think about these things”  ~ 

 

Whatever is: 
 

 “True” 
 

 “Just” 

 

 “Pure” 
 

 “Pleasing” 
 

 “Commendable” 
 

 “Excellent” 
 

 “Anything worthy of praise”  (Philippians 4: 8) 

 

Paul wants us to ponder the wonders of the world, to 

think about them, and then to do things that are excellent and commendable.  The wonder of 

mathematics, especially the wonder of fractals is well worth thinking about.  Fractals are shapes that 

move towards infinity.  They are never-ending patterns that occur in nature.  Snowflakes, ferns, and 

frost all exhibit never-ending patterns. 

 

Repeating spiral fractal in Roman Broccoli 



 

Let’s apply Paul’s instructions about thinking and move to the Parable for today   ~  the Parable Of 

The Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22: 1-14).  Jesus is in Jerusalem and he is speaking with the Jewish 

religious leaders.  It is the last week of his life.   

 

The parable is about a King who invites specific people of his kingdom to a wedding feast for his son.  

All who were invited refuse to come and use many excuses about why they could not.  They even 

killed some of the king’s messengers who were following up on the RSVPs.   

 

The King then sends out new messengers to go out into the street and invite anyone they see.  At the 

packed wedding feast, the king notices that one of the guests is not wearing the appropriate wedding 

robe.  The man is then immediately removed from the reception. 

 

Here is a 15
th
 century painting by Botticelli of the ‘Parable of the Wedding Banquet’  ~ 

 

What is the purpose of this parable?  

What are we to think about it?  

Jesus was preaching to the religious 

leaders.  They represent the invited 

guests.  God is the King and the Son 

is Jesus.  The messengers are the Old 

Testament prophets and John the 

Baptist.  Those that were invited 

from the street were the 

marginalized, sinners, and gentiles 

(non-Jewish people).  The wedding 

robe is the robe of righteousness that we are clothed with when we invite Christ into our hearts.   

 



 

What is the clothing that Jesus is referring to? 

 

 The prophet Isaiah writes that “God has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness.”  (Isaiah 61: 10) 

 

 In his letter to the Galatians, Paul writes 

that we are clothed with Christ through 

our baptisms. (Galatians 3: 26) 

 

 And more specifically we are to be clothed with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and 

patience.  (Colossians 3: 12) 

 

 And finally, we are to “put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  (Romans 13: 14) 

 

This garment, this spiritual ‘wedding robe,’ comes 

from God as we rejoice and are thankful. 

 

Ultimately, Jesus wants us to think about our 

relationship with God.  We are to pay attention to 

our spiritual life and our relationship with Jesus.  We 

can’t assume that we have all the time in the world.   

 

St. Paul is very clear.  When we apply what we have 

thought about and learned, the “God of peace will 

be with you.”   (Philippians 4: 9) 

 

This is a beautiful message for Thanksgiving.  To think and to do and receive peace. 

 

We are called by St. Paul to rejoice, to be gentle, and to pray in the spirit of Thanksgiving and gratitude.   

 

And then we hear that phrase which is part of the priest’s blessing. 

 

“May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4: 7) 

 

Thanksgiving Blessings to all of your thoughts and actions.  In the name of the God  of righteousness, 

the God of peace.  Amen. 
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