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~  Friday February 22, 2019  ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s 
2019 ‘Parish 
Officers’ and 
‘Parish Reps’ 

shine with the 
light of the 

Lord at their 
Installation 
last Sunday 

February 17, 
2019. 

 
God bless all 

the wonderful 
people who 

lead in love at 
St. Paul’s! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Ambassadors for Christ”  ~  2 Corinthians 5: 20 

 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshore anglicans.com 

 
“We keep bumping into proof that God’s love extends to ALL.”  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
A Day for Family  
I am writing this on ‘Family Day’ (Monday, February 18) and my prayer is that everyone is enjoying 
some fun and relaxing time together.  I really like the name of this statutory holiday.  “Family Day” 
says so much about the importance of relationships.  As Christians, may we always know that we are 
joined together as one great big family  ~  what the apostle Paul calls “the body of Christ.” 
 
What a Worshipping Family!  
In spite of the cold weather on the weekend and many sporting activities, over 140 people came to  
our 3 weekend services (Saturday at 5 pm, and Sunday at 8:30 am and 10 am).  At our 10 am 
service, I was privileged to install our 2019 Parish Officers.  We are blessed with the desire of many 
people to serve God.  If you feel called to a leadership role in your church, please let me know!! 
 
 Offering Secretary: Ernie Tilbury    Memorial Secretary:   Linda Veinot  
          Assistant Treasurer:   Judy Lundberg  
 
 Committee Chairs: Altar Guild   Alison Arthur 
     Bell Ringers   Jim Stewart 
             ‘Food for the Soul’  Laurie Sandham 
     Garden/Labyrinth  Alison Arthur    
     Men’s Breakfast  Dave Middleton 
     Prayer Chain   Velda Williams-Sande, Sandra Rejall 
     Property   Christopher Willie, Marshall Farquharson, Derrick Tirschmann 
     Servers   Scott Meredith 
 
 Parish Reps:  Camp Gitchigomee  Sandra Rejall 

Mission to Seafarers   Suzy Thornes 
     PWRDF   Ann Camber   [“Primate’s World Relief & Development Fund”] 
 
Welcome Baby Lochlan!  
I had the privileging of blessing Lochlan Alexander Ernst 
Malcolm last week.  His parents are Terrie and Patrick, and his 
siblings are big sister Rebecca, big brother Declan, big sister 
Everlea (in photo).  May God bless Lochlan and his loving family! 
 
Do You Have a Child in Grade 2 or Higher Who Would Like to 
Participate in ‘Life In The Eucharist’?  
This 6 week programme is one of my favourites to teach.  Each 
child attends the 1 hour weekly class with a parent or a 
grandparent.  In order for the programme to run, I need 5 
children to participate.  Please let me know via email 
(stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) if you and your child desire to attend. 
 
Our first ‘Planning Meeting’ with the children and their parents 
will be on Sunday, April 28 right after the 10 am Service.  At 
this meeting we will select a preferred weekly day and time for 
the Life in the Eucharist classes.  The children will have their 
first communion on Sunday, June 23. 
 
Would You Like To Participate In A Youth Or An Adult Confirmation Programme?  
If you would like to learn more about the Anglican Church and confirm your baptismal vows, then 
you might desire Anglican Confirmation.  If you were confirmed by a Bishop in, for example, the 
Roman Catholic tradition, then you are not “re-confirmed” if you desire to become an Anglican, but 
you are “received into the Anglican family” with a handshake.  If you were confirmed in, for example, 
the United or the Lutheran tradition, then you do need to be confirmed by an Anglican Bishop.  I do 
like to lead separate programmes for Youth and Adults.  Please let me know via email 
(stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) if you are interested in Anglican Confirmation. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 



2.    An ‘Refugee Sponsorship Programme’ Update  ~ 
 
The Inter-Church Refugee Committee had a particularly 
busy Christmas as 2018 came to a close.  In mid-
December we welcomed a new refugee family of three 
siblings, Jamila, Mariam and Omar Mahmoud.  Shane 
and Carol met them in the wee hours of the morning 
after a delayed flight from Hong Kong and then 
Toronto; here they are arriving at the airport.  They 
are, respectively 31, 29 and 19 years old.  All three 
were born in Yemen of Somali parents who fled civil 
war.  Their father is dead.  Mom is still living in 
Malaysia. The family had fled a second civil war when it 
broke out in Yemen.  We hope to make arrangements 
for their mother to come to Canada over the next year. 
 
The “kids”, as I like to call them, spent a week at the 
Strathcona Motel while arrangements were made for 
permanent housing.  Luckily for us, Tony Pasqualino 
of Casa Mia apartments made special arrangements to move the kids into one of his apartment 
blocks shortly before Christmas Eve.  Tony pushed his people to get the Ontario Street apartment 
cleaned and painted so our people could move in before January.  Thanks to a variety of donations 
we were able to largely furnish the apartment.  John Stewart of St. Paul’s United made 
arrangements to secure a free storage space for the donations at Nor-Shor Self-Storage. 
 
(You may recall the Mahmoud’s came to Canada as so-called “BVOR” refugees:  the Government of 
Canada provides financial support to the family for half of the year, the balance is paid by the 
I-CRC.  Our contribution is actually coming from an Ottawa-based Jewish charity which donated 
$25,000 to the I-CRC.) 
 
Two of the Mahmoud’s are now enrolled in English-as-a-second-language classes at the Thunder Bay 
Multicultural Association.  Jamila, the oldest, has been deaf since birth.  She’s begun classes to 
learn North American Sign Language at the Canadian Hearing Society.  Her goal?  She’s interested in 
beauty and fashion. She’d like to become a hair dresser.  Interestingly, sister Mariam actually speaks 
excellent English.  She tested 7’s and 8’s at the Multicultural Association.  Most Canadians test 6’s.  
Mariam has a university degree in computer science.  However, her passion is teaching.  She hopes to 
go to Lakehead University to get a teaching certificate.  Omar has a high school diploma.  He aspires 
to work in the media field, perhaps as a reporter. 
 
The biggest adjustment so far is getting used to the weather.  They’ve lived most of their lives 
either on or close to the equator.  The two sisters are feeling the cold, but Omar says he’s 
“enjoying” it.  He doesn’t like the heat. 
 
I haven’t described all the paperwork that’s gone on behind the scenes.  There’s lots of it.  There 
are medical appointments, dentist appointments, banking appointments, tenants’ insurance to 
purchase, etc.  What’s interesting is how capable these young people are of navigating life in North 
America.  They have stepped up and are taking charge of their lives. 
  
There will be a Potluck Dinner this Sunday Feb 24 at 5pm at Hilldale Lutheran Church to welcome 
this new family.  You all are invited to attend.  If you bring a meat dish and use “halal meat” please 
label it as such so the family can enjoy your culinary efforts. 

Shane Judge, Chair I-CRC 
Cynthia Judge and Carol Knox St. Paul's I-CRC Reps 

 
 
3.    What’s On This Week  ~ 
   

TONIGHT!  FRIDAY February 22  ~  
 Camp Gitchigomee ‘2 Bit Auction’  7:00-9:00pm 

WEST THUNDER COMMUNITY CENTRE 
It's time for Camp Gitchigomee’s annual fundraiser.  Come 
out and support the camp and beat the February blahs. 



Tickets are just $3 at the door.  A two bit auction is great fun & the baskets are impressive!  
Thanks for your support. 

 
TOMORROW!  SATURDAY February 23  ~  

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 Minute Service   5:00pm 
 Evening Prayer Service  Come make a joyful noise!  

 
THIS SUNDAY February 24  ~  

 8:30am and 10:00am Deacon’s Mass with Reserved Sacrament 
Come and worship [and maybe pray for an end to this everlasting snow . . . ]   

 
 ‘Meet The Mahoods!’ PotLuck Supper   5:00pm  @ HILLDALE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Inter-Church Refugee Committee invites 
you to join our latest refugee family for a 
Potluck Supper at Hilldale Lutheran Church, 
321 Hilldale Road.  These lovely young people 
fled civil war in Yemen and are really want to 
meet the people who helped them start a 
new, opportunity-filled life in Canada!  They 
eat ‘Halal,’ so if you’re making a meat dish 
please get your meat from the Halal section 
at the Superstore or wherever you shop.  
Everyone is welcome; please come say ‘hello’ 
and enjoy the dinner, even if you can’t bring 
food  ~  there’s always plenty!  See you there. 

  
4.    My Sermon from Sunday February 17, 2019  ~  6th Sunday after Epiphany   ~ 

 
“Poor, Hungry, Sad, and Disliked” 

 
Gracious God, through the written word and through the spoken word may we know 

your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Here is the gospel passage from Luke 6 that my sermon is based upon: 
 

Blessings and Woes  
Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said:  
20 “Blessed are you who are poor, 
    for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 
  “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 
    revile you, and defame you[d] on account of the Son of Man.  
23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great 
   in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, 
    for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, 
    for you will be hungry. 
   “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
   for you will mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
     ancestors did to the false prophets.”  [Luke 6: 20-26] 

 
My sermon begins here: 
 
What if you went outside and found a homeless person asking you for some money.  What if you 
looked them directly in the eye and said to them:  “You know, you are really happy because you are 



poor.  You are happy because you are hungry.  You are happy because you are sad.  You are happy 
because you are disliked by many people.” 
 
Poor, hungry, sad, disliked. 
 
Is this really a state of grace?  Is this really what makes us blessed, what makes us happy, to be 
‘poor, hungry, sad, and disliked’?  
  
These tough words from Luke’s Gospel, chapter 6 are called the Sermon on The Plain.  This Sermon on 
The Plain is close to Jesus’ most famous sermon in Matthew’s Gospel, the Sermon on The Mount.   
The Sermon on The Plain consists of a total of 29 verses in Luke 6.  Today we are focusing on the 
“blessings and woes” and next week, more of the Sermon on the Plain will be discussed.  Just before 
Jesus begins to preach we read that Jesus has healed everyone who has come to him.  People who are 
hungering as you and I are for acceptance, love, wholeness, hope, forgiveness, freedom and love.  
 
The Sermon on the Mount is in 3 whole chapters in Matthew’s Gospel (chapters 5, 6, and 7) and 
consists of a total of 111 verses. 
 
What are the blessings and woes referring to?  Now we know that Luke had a special affinity for 
marginalized people but does that mean that we are only happy when we are suffering with poverty, 
hunger, grief, and being disliked? 
 
All of us want to be blessed by God and to be happy in the joy of God.  What are God’s intentions 
for us?  We know that we live in a world where the world’s idea of being blessed is very different 
from God’s.  We live in a Megan Markle culture where true blessings, true happiness is when we 
have fame, power, money, possessions, beauty, and popularity. 
 
Yet Jesus warns us to be wary as he disparages the rich, the full, the laughing, and admired.  Woe to 
those who are rich.  Woe to those who are full.  Woe to those who are laughing.  Woe to those who 
are admired. 
 
Those words are challenging.  How can the poor, the hungry, the weeping, the disliked be the 
blessed ones?  How can the rich, the full, the laughing, and the admired be the ones who are really 
filled with woe.  
 
We can turn to Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount for some explanation.  Here’s what Jesus says in 
Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 5: 
 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6) 

 
Maybe that is the key.  Maybe Jesus is referring to a spiritual hunger for the love of God and the 
word of God.  Maybe we are only happy, and only blessed when we are poor without the love of 
God, hungry for God, weeping to know the love of the Lord, and disliked because we have made our 
Saviour Christ our true and only Lord.   
 
In difficult times, I find myself drawn to these words.  When life isn’t going well for me, or for the 
people I love, it is a great source of comfort to know that God cares, that God is present with us, 
and that God promises to see us through whatever is troubling us, and to bring us to God’s ultimate 
joy.  I find it comforting to know that God is with me in my search for God, when I am hungry to 
know the Lord, when I am sad and weeping in my vulnerability.  
 
Of course, our own lives are not always so clear cut. Some days we don’t think about God at all.  
Other days we have a hunger and a thirst for God that takes our breath away.  Some days we know 
that people don’t like us and others admire us.  Sometimes our days are spent in tears and in pain 
and other days we are laughing with joy in the presence of the Lord. 
 
I spoke with a woman last week who is being treated for metastasized cancer.  This woman walks in 
love, strength, and faith with God.  She told me that she feels blessed by God for her depth of 
living, and her compassion.  “Blessed are you who weep now for you will laugh.” 
 
We have a God who loves us unconditionally and wants us to depend upon God and to turn to God 
for strength and spiritual comfort.  So God is with us in all times, comforting, afflicting, and wanting 
the very best for us. That’s a blessing like no other! 
 
God has turned the world turned upside down and we want to weep and then we want to leap for 
joy.  I believe that God is going to make things right. 



Jesus is explaining that God's blessing for those who follow God will often mean suffering now, but 
glory and comfort in the Kingdom to come.  Those who seek their comfort and pleasure in this life 
here and now may appear to be blessed, but in fact, they are to be pitied because in the age to 
come they will find nothing but weeping, suffering, and want. 
 
What do I desire?  To be poor, hungry, weeping, and disliked.  All for the glory of God.   
 
We have a choice.   A is to be:  Poor, hungry, weeping, and disliked OR  

B:  Rich, full, laughing, and admired. 
 
A or B?  Your choice for the God we love.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 

 
 
5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday February 23 & 24, 2019   ~  ‘7th Sunday after Epiphany’ 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 

  Genesis 45: 3-11, 15  ~  After many years in Egypt, Joseph is reunited with his brothers who thought 
       he was dead. 
 

  Psalm 37: 1-11, 39-40  ~  The psalmist tells us to trust in the Lord. 
 

  1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50  ~  Paul expands on the resurrection of the dead. 
   
  Luke 6: 27-38  ~  This gospel passage is the continuation of Luke’s Sermon on The Plain, and it contains 

   the ‘Golden Rule.’ 

 
 
6.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 
                                                   [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 

Canadian Winter Reality Check . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
God’s blessings to Deacon Anne and Ann Camber and Carol 
Knox as they prepare to preside at our weekend services. 

    

Archdeacon Deborah+   “The Happy Rector & Archdeacon”    
  

The Venerable Deborah Kraft      624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca

