
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday March 15, 2020 ‘Lent 3’  ~  “The Living Water of God” 
 

Through the written word, and 

through the spoken word, 

may we know your Living Word, 

our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

I am sorry that I am preaching to you via a “live feed.”  

This is the first time in my 20 years of preaching that I am 

not preaching to a congregation.  However, I do not feel 

like a television evangelist!  And I am thankful that modern 

technology enables me to reach out to you.   

 

These are unusual times and my prayer is that we will all 

draw closer together even though we are not physically 

together this weekend.  If any of you viewing this sermon 

are in self-isolation, please know that you are not alone.  

We are walking with you and God is always with you, to 

uphold you and to bless you.  Please maintain your 

Lenten disciplines.  They will strengthen you for this time 

of uncertainty.   

 

Now on to the Gospel . . .   

 

Can you think of a place where you have experienced the 

love of God, and the healing power of God?  For many of 

you, your place might be beside water.  For others, it might 

be on a hilltop.  For me, it is absolutely water.  I 

experience the love of God whenever I am sitting on my 

deck out at One Island Lake with a coffee in my hand.  I 

watch the morning light or the evening sunset and I thank 

God for the wonders of creation.   

 

In the Bible, water wells are viewed as significant places for encounters.  Rebekah, who became the beloved 

bride of Isaac was found at a 

well by Abraham’s servant 

(Genesis 24).  The servant had 

been sent to search for a bride 

for Abraham’s son Isaac.  The 

servant asked Rebekah to give 

him a drink.  She quickly gave 

him a drink and then gave water 

to his thirsty camels.  That 

showed her compassionate and 

caring heart. 

 

Jacob, the son of Rebekah and 

Isaac, also met his future bride, 

Rachel, at a well.  Moses met 

Zeppora, his future wife at a well. 

 

The meeting between Jesus and 

the unnamed Samaritan woman 



 

takes places at  . . .  you 

guessed it, a well!  And water 

plays a significant role in this 

encounter.   

 

Jesus is tired and he is sitting at 

noon, beside a well in Samaria.  

The disciples have gone into 

the town to buy food.  (I love 

the ordinary details of life that 

are placed into the gospels; 

they are so real they make the 

stories come alive.)   

 

A woman comes to the well to 

get some water.  We learn lots 

at this point.  Women 

normally went to the well in 

the early morning to avoid the 

hot sun.  Why was this woman 

coming at noon?  Perhaps she was ostracized and marginalized by the towns- people.  We do find out why a 

little later on in the story. 

 

Jesus asks her for a drink of water.  Jesus knows that he needs water.  However, he doesn’t even have a 

bucket to use to get water from the well.  He doesn’t wait for his disciples to return but instead goes out on 

a limb and asks this woman for a drink. 

 

Jesus then begins to describe to her the power of God’s “living water” that becomes a spring inside of us that 

“gushes up to eternal life.”  (John 4: 14) 

 

Jesus wants to quench our thirst with his life and his peace and his acceptance.  Just as water is essential to 

life, so is the very spiritual life that Jesus came to give us.  Jesus is telling us that if we drink with the 

compassion of God, then we too become a fountain of compassion and love. 

 

What happens with the woman at the well?  Jesus describes this spiritual water to her and immediately 

she asks for some.  He then tells her private information about her  ~  how she has had 5 husbands and 

the man she is living with now is not her husband.  Jesus goes on to say that he is the Messiah, the 

Christ.  He uses the Old Testament name for God  ~  “I am.”  ‘I am the Messiah.’  “I am he.”  (John 4: 

26).  When Moses asked God what his name was, God said that his name is “I AM.”  Jesus is using this 

name for himself. 

 

At this point, the disciples return from going to the supermarket (!!), ~ I wonder if they found any toilet 

paper ~ and, in the words of scripture, are “astonished” that Jesus was speaking with this woman.   

 

The woman leaves her water jar at the well and goes back to the town.  She is eager to share the good news 

about Jesus.  That says something about the character of the woman.  She might have said, “I’m keeping the 

news about Jesus to myself.  The town doesn’t need to hear about him because they have been judgmental 

and mean to me for years.  They think I’m a fallen woman.  After all, they didn’t even let me go with the 

other woman to get my water at dawn when it’s nice and cool.”  Instead she immediately shares the good 

news with these people. 

 

This woman is already gushing with kindness.  Her testimony about Jesus convinces many of the 

townspeople to believe in him.  He spends 2 days staying in the town.  Jesus is willing to change his plans 

because of the desire of the townspeople to get to know him. 

 

 



 

The Samaritan woman is broken.  

She has been looking for love 

throughout many marriages and 

many relationships.  She finds the 

love of God at the well.  She reaches 

out to God, who comes to her as a 

man, as Jesus.  This vulnerable God 

is tired and thirsty and he asks the 

woman for a drink.   

 

This is the most meaningful 

encounter that the woman has ever 

experienced and it transforms her 

and brings her into the community 

of the townspeople.  She has 

received life and she gives life.  Just 

as you and I receive life and we give 

life, the living water of God. 

 

In the midst of living life in a 

pandemic, may you and I embrace 

life and may you and I gush with 

living water.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


