
 

 

 

  
 

 ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
 THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO 

 

 THUNDER BAY NORTH-SHORE DEANERY 
 DIOCESE OF ALGOMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ANNUAL REPORT  2020 

Prepared for:  Annual Vestry Meeting  
                    Sunday February 21, 2021 

 

 

  We are Ambassadors for Christ, since 

  God is making his appeal through us. 
 

  ~  2 Corinthians 5:20  ~ 
 



 

Archdeacon’s Review 

2020 

 

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

 

Colossians 3: 17 

 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It is a blessing to serve God and to do everything in the name of the Lord.  I see you, in 

your parishes, as a thankful people, as people committed to living out your faith through 

growing in discipleship.  I thank you! 

With the onset of the shutdowns in the middle of March 2020 due to COVID-19, many 

things changed.  We could no longer worship in-person, enjoy fellowship after services, 

break bread together, have in-person meetings, or hold church teas or bazaars.   

Your lay and clergy incumbents worked very hard to reach out with new ways of 

connecting with you.  They began to send out service bulletins through e-mails, pre-

record services, purchase equipment to live-stream services, or use ‘ZOOM’ for meetings 

and worship opportunities.  A year ago at this time, I had never even heard of ZOOM! 

I thank each of you for your resilience and willingness to adapt and to change.  Who said 

Anglicans can’t change?! 

Your Deanery Council continued to meet by ZOOM with Margaret Boone of Gathering 

Table serving as Chair.  I am grateful for her leadership gifts as well as the gifts of our 

Regional Dean, (The Rev. Jonathan Blanchard, St. Thomas), our Deanery Lay Stewards, 

(Dale Sparkes, Gathering Table and Kathleen Aitken, St. Mary’s), our Treasurer (Janet 

Pike, St. Stephen’s) and our Committee Chairs.  Your Synod Delegates and Wardens are 

members of Deanery Council and we meet 3 times a year to strengthen the mission and 

ministry of Anglicans in our Deanery of Thunder Bay-North Shore. 

Our in-person meetings and events were postponed in 2020.  These included our 

Diocesan Synod which is now scheduled to take place on September 17 and 18, 2021, 

Diocesan Executive Committee Meetings which are all occurring by ZOOM, and 

confirmations and other Deanery events such as our annual Shelter House BBQ, Marriage 

Prep and Dinner with the Archbishop.  

Based on careful and respectful listening, Archbishop Anne made the decision in May of 

2020 to allow for the blessing of same sex marriages in Algoma.  Following the release 



 

of her compassionate and pastoral letter on May 26, I am thankful to report that nearly 

everyone in our Deanery has remained in the Anglican Church of Canada.  I support 

Archbishop Anne’s decision, and at the same time have respect for those who disagree 

with my views.  I believe that we can walk together in love and in unity, in spite of our 

differences.   

In spite of the repercussions of COVID-19 we still had 

some joyful events happen in 2020. 

God Bless Canon Paul Carr!                                                                                                                                   

On May 14, Canon Paul Carr celebrated his 50 year 

anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.  Many 

people in the deanery participated in a drive-by at his 

home on May 14.  

Welcome Rev. Enid!  ~  New Incumbent for 

         St. Michael and All Angels                                                                                                 

At the beginning of October, 2020, The Rev. Enid Pow began her 

incumbency at St. Michael’s.  The celebration of new ministry took 

place on Sunday afternoon, November 15, 2020.  I am grateful for 

the nearly year-long interim ministry of The Rev. Nancy Ringham.  

Rev. Nancy cared for the people at St. Michael’s during their period 

of grieving the passing of The Rev. Charlene Scriver and moving 

forward with a call for a new incumbent. 

Joint Lutheran-Anglican On-Line Services                                                                                

We enjoyed two live-streamed services  ~  one on Ascension Day (May 21, 2020) that 

was streamed from Gathering Table, and a video compilation on Canadian Thanksgiving 

(October 11, 2020).  Several clergy and lay people participated in both services and 

showed great creativity. 

Fr. Gordon Returned to St. Paul’s                                                                                            

After an absence of 8 years serving as an interim incumbent in several 

Deanery parishes (St. Luke’s, St. George’s, St. Michael’s and West 

Thunder Bay), The Rev. Gordon Holroyd has returned as Honorary 

Assistant at St. Paul’s.  I am thankful to Fr. Gordon for his willingness 

to serve where he is called. 

We Were Blessed with the Wage Subsidy Federal Programme                                                     

All parishes continued to pay their incumbent stipends and staff salaries 

and were supported by income from the Wage Subsidy. 

How Did We Do with our Missional Objectives and Desired Outcomes for 2020?       

These goals were developed at our October 5, 2019 Meeting of Deanery Council. 



 

An Ad Hoc Mutual Ministry Committee was formed to develop events focused on the 4 

objective ‘seeds.’  The majority of the events needed to be postponed because of the 

pandemic. 

Our Missional Objectives and Desired Outcomes for 2020 were: 

 Discipleship     

ONGOING 

 

Although, we needed to postpone any in-person discipleship growth activities 

such as the annual Deanery Lenten Quiet Day, we discovered that Deanery 

Anglicans were thirsty to worship with their own parish on-line services, 

participate in Book/Bible studies, and experience worship with other parishes, 

including Washington Cathedral and Canterbury Cathedral. 

    

I asked Deanery council members to respond to me about their discipleship 

growth during the pandemic.  People miss worship and fellowship.  Many have 

used the at-home time to deepen their discipleship through prayer and scripture 

reading and intentionally reaching out to others.  Some have struggled with 

anxiety and loneliness.  All are grateful for the virtual community and everyone 

desires to get back together! 

                                                                                                                                       

 Stewardship                                                                                                                                                                      

ONGOING 

 

Deanery council members thought of ways in which parishes could be good 

environmental stewards and take care of the earth.  For example, church gardens 

could be planted with milkweed to attract monarch butterflies. 

 

 Reconciliation                                                                                                                                                                     

ONGOING 

 

The New England Company fund continues to support Indigenous ministry in our 

Deanery.  Most of the money was not spent in 2020 and is available for 2021.  

Activities such as Indigenous baptismal services with Bishop Lydia and the annual 

Indigenous Jamboree were cancelled. 

 

 Community Building      

CONTINUING IN NEW WAYS                                                                                                                                   

 

Your clergy and lay incumbents continue to meet every Tuesday by ZOOM at 

clericus.  This is working well and we have a strong attendance as we worship and 

pray and talk together.  Our Lutheran brothers and sisters join us at clericus twice 

a month. 



 

Missional Objectives and Desired Outcomes for 2021 

 

 Continue to focus on the 4 seeds of Discipleship, Stewardship, Reconciliation and 

Community Building. 

 

In 2021, I pray for the grace for all of us to keep working and walking together as the 

body of Christ. I am grateful for the leadership and wisdom of Archbishop Anne 

Germond, and the never-ending support of the synod office staff (Archdeacon Jay Koyle, 

Jane Mesich, Liz Hamel, and Jennifer Baron). 

 

I pray that God will bless you with spirits of rejoicing, knowing that this pandemic will 

end once we have all been vaccinated.   

 

May we all continue to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus and may we do 

everything with love. 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.”   John 13: 35 

 

May God bless you and your 

parishes throughout 2021, 

Deborah+  

 



 

 
 

 
Ascensiontide 

  DIOCESE OF ALGOMA  

From the Archbishop 

 

 

A pastoral letter to the faithful in Algoma on the place of same sex marriage in 
our church. 

Tuesday 26th May, 2020 

 
 

“I ask…that they all may be one. As you Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, 
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” (John 17.20-21) 

 
 

My dear friends in Christ, 
 

Same sex marriage now has a place in the life of the Anglican Church of Canada. The Bishops of 
our Canadian Church have the responsibility of making decisions about this for their dioceses. 
At our last Synod session in 2019, we considered same sex marriage as we prepared for the 
General Synod session in Vancouver. However, that General Synod session declined to make a 
decision in the matter, leaving it to the Bishops of each diocese to decide.  I indicated that I did 
not intend to act quickly, and asked for your prayers and patience. 

 

As part of continuing to listen attentively and carefully to the Spirit and one another in prayer 
and charity, it was our intention to hold a Special Synod this May to consider this matter and 
for that body to offer formal advice to me as your Archbishop. The present COVID-19 
pandemic has meant the suspension, postponement, or cancellation of all public gatherings, 
including that Special Synod session.  Once again, as I did at the beginning of my episcopacy, I 
invited you, the people of the Diocese, to send me your personal advice on this. I appreciate 
that many of you took the time and the trouble to respond to my request. I appreciate, too, the 
balanced and gracious responses I have received from so many of you, but, must also express 
my sadness at some of the harshness and rigidity expressed by those at both ends of the 
spectrum. 

 
The reality is that in Algoma, as in every diocese and province in our church, there is a range of 
faithfully held convictions about marriage. This mirrors that most distinguishing feature of 
Anglicanism: the ability to embrace and accept a breadth of understanding and interpretation 
of scripture and theological views on difficult subjects. 
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Algoma has traditionally been one of the more conservative dioceses within the Anglican 
provinces in Canada, but, as we have discussed this matter and sought to truly hear and 
understand each other, so we have come to understand and respect that all of us are seeking to 
respond faithfully to the one God who leads us as a pilgrim people through the wilderness into 
a new and promised land. Over my years in this diocese, as a layperson, a deacon, a priest, and 
as your bishop, I have witnessed an enormous shift in understanding, including my own, and 
the willingness to embrace others in love, even when we might profoundly disagree. 

 
In Algoma, as elsewhere, it is crucial that we acknowledge and, if possible, resolve our 
differences as Anglicans.  However, those differences are never more important than who we 
are in Christ. There remains so much more which holds us together than anything that will 
ever keep us apart or seek to divide us.  As your Archbishop, my ongoing commitment  is to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3) and to continue encouraging 
us to walk together in a way that allows for diverse understandings of the existing Marriage 
Canon and marriage in the Anglican Church of Canada1. 

 

I have weighed the matter of same sex marriage in the church carefully and prayerfully, only 
too aware of the heavy burden that lies on me as the time arrives to make a decision for the 
Diocese of Algoma. I believe that the decision I have made is the result of my prayerful and 
attentive listening to Algoma’s corporate discernment over many years and reflects the position 
and desire of the majority of people in this diocese. 

 
I am, therefore, granting permission for duly qualified same sex couples who are part of 
ecclesial communities and who intend to live in faithful and committed relationships to 
celebrate the sacrament of marriage in our diocese. 

 
In making my decision I commend the following to you: 

 

 That the policies around marriage in Algoma2 apply - including that couples be qualified 

to marry in our church, that at least one of the couple has been baptized, that due 

notice is given, that marriage preparation takes place, that an authorized rite is used, 

and that the marriage takes place in a church. If a marriage is to take place in another 

public place my permission is required. 

 The conscience clause for clergy continues to apply. No cleric in the diocese has to 

officiate at any marriage service and may decline to do so without giving a reason. If 

Incumbents are approached by a couple and feel that they cannot proceed because of 

conscience, they may refer the couple to another cleric who does not object, but they are 

under no obligation to do so. You may inform me if you wish. While I believe it is 

reasonable for couples to have the hope and expectation of being married in their home 

parish, this may not be possible, and in this matter I ask for your understanding. If there 

are clergy and congregations who are comfortable in offering same sex marriage in their 

churches, I encourage you to inform me of this. 
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 The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a disruption in our ability to gather publicly for 

worship, including marriages and funerals. It may be some time before clergy are able to 

proceed with marriage ceremonies. This time will enable us to prepare, and for me to 

authorize a rite for use in Algoma. 

 A person’s position on marriage will not in any way exclude one from pastoral life in 

Algoma, where the diversity in theology, interpretation of Scripture, and the way faith is 

lived out on a daily basis is something I have come to appreciate and value. I affirm my 

‘commitment to presume good faith among those who hold diverse understandings and 

teachings, and hold dear their continued presence in this church’ (Affirmation #4 General 

Synod 2019) and I invite you to do the same. 

I ask that as followers of Jesus we strive to be reconciled to those with whom we have disagreed 
on the subject of same sex marriage over the years, and that we ask for God’s forgiveness if any 
word or action of ours has caused another to leave our church. Let us continue to engage in 
open dialogue and attentive listening with one another, and with other denominations and 
communities on this and other difficult subjects in the life of our church so we may keep being 
formed and transformed as disciples of Christ. 

 

Thank you for your patience and prayers as we have worked our way through this issue, 
particularly to members of the LGBTQS2 community and their allies who have been waiting for 
marriage to be possible within Algoma. 

 

While I believe that this decision reflects the desire of the majority of people in our diocese, I 
am aware – and especially in the light of some of the submissions I have received – that not 
everyone will agree with, or welcome, this decision. I pray that we will, despite our differences, 
hold together in the bonds of love. Nearly a quarter of St. John’s gospel is set in the context of 
Jesus’ final meal with his disciples. I have often reflected on what I would say to my husband 
and children, or to you as my wider family in Christ, if I knew that the words I was about to 
speak would be the very last words I would ever speak. And what strikes me is the words of 
Jesus are all about unity and love, for God and for each other “Father, may they be one, even 
as we are one, I in them and you in me.” (John 17.20)  My prayer is that as the Father is glorified 
in the Son, so may God be glorified in us.  May we as we move forward together, move in the 
love of God and the unity of the Holy Spirit.  May we be one to the glory of God. 

 
I remain yours in the love and peace of Christ, 

The Most Rev. Anne Germond 
Archbishop of Algoma 
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Appendix 1 – Five Affirmations of General Synod 2020 

Appendix 2 – Link to Marriage Policy in Algoma 

AFFIRMATIONS 
 

Council of General Synod asks General Synod and the whole church to make the following 
affirmations. 

 

Affirmation #1 
Indigenous Spiritual Self-determination 

 

Whatever the action of the church at this General Synod, we affirm the right of Indigenous 
persons and communities to spiritual self-determination in their discernment and decisions 
regarding same-sex marriage. 

 

Affirmation #2 
Diverse Understandings of the Existing Canon 

 

We affirm that, while there are different understandings of the existing Marriage Canon, those 
bishops and synods who have authorized liturgies for the celebration and blessing of a 
marriage between two people of the same sex understand that the existing Canon does not 
prohibit same-sex marriage. 

 

Affirmation #3 
Diverse Understandings and Teachings 

 

We acknowledge the ongoing reality that there is a diversity of understandings and teachings 
about marriage in the Anglican Church of Canada, and we affirm the prayerful integrity with 
which those understandings and teachings are held. 

 

Affirmation #4 
Our Commitment to Presume Good Faith 

 

We affirm our commitment to presume good faith among those who hold diverse 
understandings and teachings, and hold dear their continued presence in this church. 

 

Affirmation #5 
Our Commitment to Stand Together 

 

We affirm our commitment to walk together and to preserve communion, one with another, in 
Christ, within this church, within our Anglican Communion, and with our ecumenical 
partners. 

https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/about-the-diocese-of-agloma/diocesan-policies-bishops-policies/


 
  

   Who Are We?             Ambassadors for Christ. 
 
   What Is Our Purpose?      As Ambassadors for Christ, 
               we are called to bring our Lord's 

                       grace, love, and peace to everyone.  
  

  
SStt..  PPaauull’’ss  CCOORREE  VVAALLUUEESS  

        

“We are Ambassadors for Christ since God is making his appeal through us.” 

[ from Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 5, Verse 20 ] 

 

 

 
As pilgrims on a journey, we are committed to our Core Values. 

 
 

 

1. We are committed to faith in God through Jesus Christ. 
 

2. We are committed to reaching out to the community and the world in a 
relevant and meaningful way as compassionate Ambassadors for Christ. 

 

3. We are committed to bringing heaven down to earth, and growing as a 
loving and joyful community of Christians. 

 

4. We are committed to providing opportunities for spiritual growth for all 
ages and life situations. 

 

5. We are committed to the Christian practices of hospitality, discernment, 
diversity, beauty, healing, and justice. 

 

6. We are committed to maintaining the awe and wonder of traditional 
Anglican worship and also to incorporating new traditions into our 
worship that demonstrate that we welcome all people into our faith 
community.   

 

7. We are committed to celebrating and honouring major life passages, 
such as baptisms, weddings, confirmations, and funerals. 
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From Eva’s Obituary written by Diocesan Lay Reader and close friend Ann Camber  ~ 
 
Born in 1952 in Chapleau Ontario, Eva was raised in Schreiber and Windsor graduating, from 
St. Clair College.  She was an effective addictions and mental health counsellor.  She met her 
husband Abe in Toronto, marrying in 1998 into a large family with five children.  They lived 
together in the communities of Sioux Lookout and Thunder Bay. 
 
Eva was passionate about her Metis heritage and was actively involved in promoting mental 
health as an elder at Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School and in facilitating Healing Circles 
for residential school survivors.  Her faith shone in everything. 
 
She authored three books.  Eva was an active member at St. Paul's Anglican Church, 
volunteering with the Music Ministry and Hospitality Team, and sitting on the Advisory Board 
and Tithing Committee. 

Our 2020 Vestry Book is dedicated to the Glory of God and 
in Thanksgiving for the Gift of the Life of 

“Fight the good fight of the faith.  Take hold of the eternal life,  
to which you were called.”  ~  1 Timothy 6:12  ~ 

 

 
“Tithing” Is Giving 10% 

Back To God . . . 
 

“I love to tithe because 
I love God and I want 

to give back.” 
 

~  Eva Kakepetum, 
Tithing Committee Member 

and Joyful Tither 

 
 

We miss you Eva.  Rest in peace, our dear sister in Christ. 



Words to Describe Our Eva  ~         Compassionate, Generous, Christ-Centred, 
                              Faith-Filled, Energetic, Authentic, and Humble 

 
Eva’s dying wish was to be received into the Anglican Church of Canada.  Confirmed 
by a Roman Catholic Bishop, she did not need to be re-confirmed but received.  Her 
wish was granted Friday evening, January 8, 2021 (just 2 days before Eva passed 
into heaven).  Archbishop Anne Germond, wearing her vestments and reaching out 
through Facetime, received Eva into the Anglican Church.  Ann Camber was there as 
Eva’s mentor, and I was there to hold her hand.  I am sorry that Eva never got the 
opportunity to serve as a Eucharistic Assistant.  She joined our EA Team after being 
elected at Vestry February 2020. 
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MINISTRY TEAM  2020 

 
Rector     The Venerable Deborah H. Kraft 
Deacon Associate    The Reverend Anne Carr  
Honorary Assistant   The Reverend Gordon Holroyd   [Nov ‒ 
Dec] 
 
Music Director    Dr. Sean Kim 
Parish Assistant    Christine French 
Office Assistant    Alicia Sandham  
Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator Laurie Sandham 
Youth Ministry Leaders   Jen Snowden, Jasmine Sandham 
Caretaker               J.J. LaHaise  

 

PARISH OFFICERS  2020 

 
Rector’s Warden    Candace LaFrance 
People’s Warden    Deborah Victor 
Deputy Rector’s Warden   Solade Nicol  
 
Treasurer     Adrienne Davis 
Assistant Treasurer   Judy Lundberg 
Offering Secretary    Ernie Tilbury 
Memorial Recording Secretary  Linda Veinot 
 
Altar Guild Chair    Alison Arthur 
Altar Servers Chair   Scott Meredith 
‘Food for the Soul’  Co-ordinator Laurie Sandham  
Bell Ringers Chair    Jim Stewart  
Garden & Labyrinth Committee Chair Alison Arthur  
Men’s Breakfast Chair   Dave Middleton  
Nursery Supervisors Stacey Cham-Klein, Destinee Heikkinen, 
      Lisa Hynd, and Lily Luxton 
Prayer Chain Ministry Co-ordinators Sandra Rejall 
Property Co-Chairs   Christopher Willie, Marshall Farquharson, and 

Derrick Tirschmann 
‘Shelter Lunch’ Ministry Co-Chairs Carol Anuik, June Brown, Brenda Baughman 
Sidespersons & Greeters Scheduler Dorothy Piccinin     
 
Camp Gitchigomee Rep   Sandra Rejall 
Mission to Seafarers Rep   Suzy Thornes  
PWRDF Rep     Ann Camber   [“Primate’s World Relief & Development Fund”] 
 
Lay Delegates to Synod  [attendees]: Daniel Klein         [alternates]:   Adrienne Davis 

Carol Knox                                Marty Sauer 
Laurie Sandham         Deborah Victor 

 
Youth Synod Delegates     none chosen; no Synod at Camp Manitou due to 

           pandemic; all youth invited to ZOOM alternative  
 
Advisory Board Members  [elected]:    

Sharon Angeconeb  Eva Kakepetum Alicia Sandham 
Alison Arthur Paul Malench  Jen Snowden 
Ann Camber Dorothy Piccinin   Jim Stewart 
  Sandra Rejall  
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“O Eternal God, enlighten with your grace the Ministry Team, Parish Officers, Lay Readers, 

Eucharistic Assistants, and Vestry of this congregation, and so rule their minds, and 

guide their counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote 

the mission of your church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 

2020 LAY READERS and EUCHARISTIC ASSISTANTS 

 
“The blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.” 

 
Diocesan Lay Readers  ~ Ann Camber Ida Mekanak 
  Carol Knox Eileen Whitehead 
  Jessie McKay Tony Whitehead 
   
Lay Readers  ~  Alison Arthur Scott Meredith Marty Sauer     

  Art Evans* Doug Oshimo 

                       

Lay Readers-In-Training  ~   Alicia Sandham  Don Shuttleworth*        Sandra Fox* 

 
Lay Readers Emeritus  ~ Ralph Davis  Ruth Douglas              
 
Eucharistic Assistants  ~ Karen Christie Jane Lucas 

  Evan Davis*  Dorothy O’Donnell 

  Lynda Farquharson Dorothy Piccinin 
  Sharron Forshaw Sandra Rejall  

Christopher Heikkinen Laurie Sandham 
  Violet Holroyd Jen Snowden   

  Eva Kakepetum Jim Stewart 
  Joan Kleinendorst Sue Stratton 
  Candace LaFrance Deborah Victor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Blue scarves, purple 
kerchiefs, white albs, 
or ‘civvies’:  whatever 
they’re wearing, you 
can always spot a Lay 

Reader by the way 
they lead in love. 

[ * New Ministry ] 
 

[  Eva was to begin after her 
     Reception from the Catholic 
     tradition in April; delayed 
     due to COVID, then Eva  
     passed away January 2021] 
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PARISH PASSAGES 2020 

 
 

BAPTISMS    ( 9 ) 

 
“I sign you with the cross 
        and mark you as 
   Christ’s own forever.” 

 
Baptismal Candidates            Date of Baptism 

 
  Roslyn Kathryn Martin     July 15, 2020 

  Mia Carrie Elizabeth Ierino     October 8, 2020 

  Lily Nina Maria Ierino     October 8, 2020 

  Keaton William-Victory Lipinski    November 12, 2020 

  Jamie Elizabeth Maletta     December 5, 2020 

  Finn William Maletta      December 5, 2020 

  Sophia Rose Alexandra Jones    December 12, 2020 

  Salisia Bonnie Miriam Villa     December 19, 2020 

  Avery Katherine Stewart     December 27, 2020 

 

LIFE IN THE EUCHARIST    ( 9 )           “The body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  Amen” 

  * Although candidates completed the requirements, (some classes 
 were held via ‘ZOOM’),  First Communion has yet to take place 
 due to COVID19 restrictions.  Future ‘Class of 2021’! 

 

Candidates         Date of First Communion:  PENDING    
 
  Violet Rose Heikkinen   Luke Charles Kraft 

  Clara Deborah Kraft    Emma Evelyn-Rose Maletta 

  Daphne Claudia Kraft    Calypso Padme Lilo Norris 

  James Nelson Kraft    Eloise Alice Varga 

  Brynn Madison Wright 

 

CONFIRMATION    ( 3 )     “Strengthen, O Lord, your servant 
            with your Holy Spirit.”  

 
  * Although candidates completed the requirements, (some classes were held via ‘ZOOM’),  
    Confirmation yet to take place due to COVID19 restrictions.  Future ‘Class of 2021’! 

 
Candidates      Date of Confirmation:  PENDING    
 
  Evan Michael Thomas Caland   Mentor:   Suzy Thornes 

  Jordan John Malench   Mentor:   Sean Kim    

Mom, Dad, and big 
brothers Dayton and 

Lochlan welcome 
Keaton William-Victory 

into the family 
of Christ. 

Caly gets ready for L.I.T.E. 
via ‘ZOOM’ with help 
from her Dad, Chris. 

  Nathaniel Paul Malench         Mentor:   Christopher Willie 
 



St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
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RECEIVED FROM OTHER COMMUNIONS    ( 1 )        
 

“May they serve you in this life and dwell with you in the life to come.” 
    

Candidate      Date of Reception:  January 8, 2021 
 
  Eva Mary Kakepetum   Sponsor:   Ann Camber 

 
Our beloved Eva was Received from the Roman Catholic tradition into the 
Anglican Communion by Archbishop Anne via ‘Facetime’ on Friday evening. 
She passed away peacefully in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection 
early Sunday January 10, 2021.  May she rest in peace and rise in glory.  

 

WEDDINGS    ( 4 )            “Pour out the abundance of your blessing upon these couples.” 
 
Bride & Groom        Wedding Date 

 

 Herralda Jane Spade    & Jared Jay Gesil   February 14, 2020 

 Miranda Co Tempelman    Nathan Kieran Macaulay  March 14, 2020 

 Abbigayle Cheryll Kelly    Peter Speedsberg    March 24, 2020  

 Johanna Elisa Myyrylainen    & Jaakko Juhani Natri June 27, 2020 
 

PASSINGS    ( 22 )            “Rest eternal grant unto them, and let light perpetual shine upon them.” 
 

St. Paul’s parishioners who died or whose Memorial was held in 2020, along with 
others whose Memorials were held at St. Paul’s or officiated by St. Paul’s Clergy: 

 
Name of Deceased Date of Passing 
 

  Ruth Dorothy Sutherland       November 20, 2019 

  Linda May Rosin        January 8, 2020 

  John Jan Wreszczak        January 30, 2020 

  Marilyn Twyla Midgley       March 10, 2020 

  Patricia Elizabeth Davidson       April 1, 2020 

  Kathleen Margaret Gruen       April 26, 2020 

  Audrey Loretta Johnson       May 4, 2020 

  Eric Leat         May 12, 2020 

  Barbara (Alcorn) Rolls       May 13, 2020 

  Shannon (O'Donnell) Boulton      May 17, 2020 

  Faith Fawcett         June 22, 2020 

  Dalton Frederick Baron       June 28, 2020 

  Eleanor “Lal” Nancekivell       July 7, 2020 

  Lois Mary Johnson        July 14, 2020 

John Wreszczak 

Faith Fawcett 

  Lynda Kvarda     July 14, 2020 

 

Lois Johnson 
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 Reid Carter  July 17, 2020  

 Heather Frances Decker  July 30, 2020 

 William Boyd “Bud” Smith  August 20, 2020  

 Jacqueline “Jackie” Judith Otway  September 20, 2020 

 James “Jim” Mucklow  October 25, 2020  

 Alice “Bunnie” Jarrett  November 16, 2020 

 Irene Maybel Nickerson  December 31, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2020 PARISH 

STATISTICS 

 

 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

[Parish Roll:  Families] — — 150 165 175 205 

[Parish Roll:  Individuals] — — 80 97 106 113 

[Parish Roll:  Confirmed] — — 295 327 355 359 

Total on Parish Roll [baptized] 422 445 455 532 562 580 

[Easter Octave* Communions] — — 346 455 484 485 

Paschal Triduum* Attendance N/A 213 — — — — 

Easter Communicants  [incl. Vigil] N/A 249 — — — — 

1st Weekend of Easter Attendance N/A 129 — — — — 

Average Weekend Attendance 91 129 137 139 158 142 

Baptisms 9 13 18 11 23 21 

‘Life In The Eucharist’  First Communion N/A 12 10 0 3 4 

Confirmations N/A 0 0 5 8 0 

Marriages 4 3 3 7 7 9 

Passings  [incl. Funerals/Memorials] 5 8 24 11 12 4 
 

*Easter Octave:   8 days  ~  ‘Easter Eve’ up to and including the first Sunday after Easter 
 
*Paschal Triduum:   Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, & Great Vigil of Easter [“Easter Eve”]  
 
 N/A:   Not Applicable; services not held due to pandemic gathering restrictions 
 
Weekend Attendance:  Average total attendance at all 4 weekend services (for most of 
      September – December): 5pm Saturday ‘Praise & Worship,’ 

[No longer 
tracked by 

Synod 
Office] 

Alice Jarrett 

Heather Decker 
Lal Nancekivell 

8:30 am & 10:00 am Sunday Worship, 11:30 am Children’s Service. 
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SEASONS OF PARISH LIFE 2020   ~   “Ambassadors for Christ” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
MEETING 

MINUTES 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING  ~  February 2, 2020 

    

The annual Vestry Meeting of St. Paul’s Anglican Church was held on Sunday 
February 2, 2020, in Babe Hall commencing at 11:45 pm.   
  
Archdeacon Deborah Kraft chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Archdeacon Deborah opened the meeting by reminding us that our Vestry 

Meetings are meant to deepen our discipleship and help us to become a 
“missional people” as God has asked us to do.  She lit the Christ Candle as a 
remembrance of the Sermon on the Mount and asked that everyone tell each 
other to “let your light shine.” 
 

2. Thanksgiving was offered for the lives of those parishioners who died in 2019.  
Archdeacon Deborah pointed out that this year’s Vestry Book is dedicated to 
The Reverend Charlene Scriver.  We also remember especially former 
Archdeacon and St. Paul’s Interim Rector, The Venerable Dr. Mark S. Conliffe 
(retired), and our beloved parishioner John Wreszczak.  A moment of silence 
was kept as the names of those who had died were read in memoriam. 

 
3. Rules for Vestry Meetings (Canon J-1) were outlined. 
  
4. Election of a Vestry Clerk was held.  Fiona Gardiner was nominated by Alicia 

Sandham and was accepted.  As there were no further nominations, Fiona 
Gardiner was acclaimed as Vestry Clerk. 

 

5. Our historic 112 year old Vestry Attendance Register was circulated.  There 
were 65 people in attendance. 
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6. Acceptance of Agenda  ~ 
 
As there were no additions or alterations to the agenda, the agenda was 
accepted as printed. 

 
  Moved by:      Eva Kakepetum   

Seconded by:   Carol Knox    Carried. 
 
7. Special Presentations   ~   “Ambassador Awards” 

 
Annual awards were presented to two special ‘Ambassadors for Christ’ in 
our midst.  However, our Wardens emphasized that everyone in the room 
was a demonstrable Ambassador for Christ. 
 
The first award went to Marion Walsh who has been a Choir Member, sat on 
our Advisory Board, served as Warden for three years, is currently a 
Sidesperson and curates our annual Remembrance display of ‘St. Paul’s 
Profiles of Service.’ 
 
The second award went to Alison Arthur who is a Lay Reader, Garden & 
Labyrinth Committee Chair, and a mentor and leader for many new projects, 
including our new Blessing Box. 
 
People’s Warden Deborah Victor invited the Diocesan lay Readers to 
come forward to receive their annual licenses, issued by Archbishop Anne 
Germond.  Diocesan Lay Readers may preside at services outside of 
St. Paul’s.  We have six Diocesan lay Readers:  Ann Camber, Carol Knox, 
Ida Mekanak, Jessie McKay, Eileen Whitehead, and Tony Whitehead. 

 
8. Approval of 2019 Vestry Minutes  ~  

 
Approval of the minutes from the February 3, 2019 Vestry meeting as offered 
was accepted. 
 

Moved by:     John O’Brien   
Seconded by:   Amy Bottos   CARRIED 

 
9. Approval of Agenda and Business Arising from 2019 Minutes  ~  

 
Archdeacon Deborah asked if anyone felt there were outstanding issues 
from the 2019 Minutes or any improvements/additions needed to the 2020 
Agenda.  There were none. 
 

10. Review of 3 ‘Missional Objective & Outcomes’ for 2019  ~ 
  

Carol Knox commented on our Indigenous Ministry that we have been 
working to grow and develop.  She felt those involved have done an excellent 
job coordinating it all, especially Ida Mekanak and Jessie McKay. 
      
Margie O’Brien thanked everyone who contributes to the Food for the Soul 
workshops, which she enjoys. 
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Alison Arthur remarked that St. Paul’s outreach into the community with 
various services and programs has grown with the new Blessing Box and 
continued food collection for the RFDA.  
 

11. Reports  ~ 
  

There were few questions about the various parochial reports.  Archdeacon 
Deborah commented on the new format (what did we do, what do we want to 
do next year).  Focusing on the objectives and how we meet those objectives 
gives us guideposts as to where we’re going and how far we’ve gone.  She 
thanked all for their excellent reports.  
 
 MOTION:  That the parochial reports be adopted as written. 
 

Moved by:     Sandra Rejall 
Seconded by:   Jane Lucas   CARRIED 

 
12. ‘Screening In Faith’ Protocol  ~ 

 
Jim Stewart commented that because of all the changes in programs and 
who is doing what, it’s difficult to keep track.  However, he continues to work 
on this program for everyone’s safety in 2020. 
   

MOTION:  That the Screening in Faith Report be adopted as written.   
  
Moved by :    Jennifer Snowden 
Seconded by:  Ernie Tilbury  CARRIED 

 
13. Questions Arising from ‘Incumbent’s Charge to Vestry’  ~ 

 
Archdeacon Deborah outlined her Rector’s Report or ‘Charge to Vestry.’  
There were no questions raised. 
 

14. Approval of Parochial Lay Readers, Emeritus and Eucharistic Assistants  ~  
 

Parochial Lay Readers:  Alison Arthur, Scott Meredith, Doug Oshimo, 
            Marty Sauer, and Art Evans (who has a theological 
            education and has taken some time away but 
            recently joined us in various roles). 
 
Lay Readers Emeritus:  Ralph Davis, Ruth Douglas 
 
Lay Readers-I-Training:  Alicia Sandham, Donald Shuttleworth, and 
            Sandra Fox 
 
Eucharistic assistants:  Karen Christie, Evan Davis, Lynda Farquharson, 
                                         Sharron Forshaw, Chris Heikkinen, Violet Holroyd, 

                                                  Eva Kakepetum, Candace LaFrance, Joan Kleinendorst, 
                                                        Jane Lucas, Dorothy O’Donnell, Dorothy Piccinin, 
                                                    Sandra Rejall, Laurie Sandham, Jen Snowden, 
                                                    Jim Stewart, Sue Stratton, and Deborah Victor.  
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MOTION:  That all Parochial Lay Readers, Lay Readers Emeritus, and 
   Lay Readers-in-Training, and Eucharistic Assistants for 
   2020 be affirmed.  
 
Moved by :    Jasmine Sandham 
Seconded by:  Margie O’Brien  CARRIED 

 
15. Financial Statements  ~ 
  

a. Balance Sheet  —  (pg. 115 of the Annual Report)  
 Largest items are our investment portfolios.  Total assets of $1,317,911. 
 
b. Investment Fund Activity  —  (pg. 116)   

This chart shows all donations and earnings.  We received $25,000 and                
disbursed $38,317 but earned $48,204.  So we did not spend all the                
money that came in for designated projects.  The closing balance was 
$1,238,800.  

 
c. Investment Holdings  —  (pg. 117)   
 The funds are grouped together for investment purposes for greatest                 

return.  Investments totalled $1,255,642 “book value” but actual market 
value was higher at $1,286,229. 

 
d. Income statement  —  (pgs.118 & 119)   
 Total general offerings of $257,665, which was less than budgeted.                 

However, special ‘seasonal’ offerings were higher than                
budgeted, bringing us above our budgeted receipts for the year.               
Expenditures totaled $296,478 which was less than budgeted for the                
year.  Careful watching of our expenses and a push for more offerings at               
the end of the year lead to a year-end surplus of $5,031. The hope is                
that this will be rolled into 2020’s budget. 

 
 Adrienne was thanked for her meticulous work in preparing these                

statements.  
   

MOTION:  That the 2019 Financial Statements be accepted as written.  
 
Moved by:    Carol Knox 
Seconded by:  Linda Farquharson CARRIED  
[Abstained:  Candace LaFrance] 
[As a bank manager, Candace cannot participate in financial discussions.] 

 
16. Announcement of Deputy Rector’s Warden  ~ 

 
Archdeacon Deborah has asked that Candace LaFrance be her new 
Rector’s Warden.  Solade Nicol has agreed to stay on as Deputy Rector’s 
Warden for another year. 
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17. Elections  ~ 
 

a. People’s Warden   
Ann Camber nominated Deborah Victor.  As there were no other 
nominations, Deborah Victor was acclaimed as the People’s Warden.   
   

b. Offering Secretary  
Alicia Sandham nominated Ernie Tilbury to continue for his 32nd year.  
Ernie accepted the nomination after making everyone nervous for a few 
moments!  As there were no other nominations, Ernie was acclaimed to 
the position with a round of applause. 
 

c. Property Co-Chairs  
Christopher Willie, Derrick Tirschmann and Marshall Farquharson 
were nominated to continue in their role of maintaining the church.  They 
accepted and were acclaimed, with thanks. 

 
d. PWRDF Rep  

Ann Camber was nominated to carry on in her position, which she 
accepted; she was acclaimed. 

   
e. Mission to Seafarers Rep  

Suzie Thornes was absent but had shared her desire to continue.  It was 
noted we have the highest MTS ‘Meat Sales’ in Thunder Bay.  Acclaimed. 

 
f. Camp Gitchigomee Rep  

Sandra Rejall agreed to continue her role.  She has included great 
objectives to grow the camp’s presence and boost participation by 
children in our parish in her Camp Report. 

 
MOTION:  That the above nominees be affirmed. 
 
Moved by:     Olga Deschamps 
Seconded by:   Charlene Shuttleworth CARRIED  

 
g. Advisory Board Members-At-Large   

Archdeacon Deborah had asked for ‘at-large’ nominations and received 
the following six names to return for another year:  Sharon Angeconeb, 
Alison Arthur, Dorothy Piccinin, Alicia Sandham, Jen Snowden, and 
Jim Stewart. 
 
Four new names included:  Eva Kakepetum, Paul Malench, Sandra 
Rejall, and Ann Camber.  All 10 nominations were accepted.  

 
MOTION:  That the above 10 nominees be affirmed as Advisory Board 
                  Members-At-Large. 
 
Moved by:     Daniel Klein 
Seconded by:   Ruth Douglas CARRIED 
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h. Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer  
The Wardens announced that Adrienne Davis has agreed to continue 
on as Treasurer and Judy Lundberg has also agreed to continue as her 
Assistant Treasurer. Both were thanked for their ongoing efforts. 

 
18. Overview of ‘Missional Objectives’ & Outcomes For Ensuing Year [pgs. 27–28]  ~ 

 
Sandra Rejall felt that the idea of staying together in faith with the upcoming 
debate on same-sex marriage was of greatest importance.  She felt that similar 
debates in the past (change in the Book Of Services decades ago) led to people 
forgetting about God in the midst of their in-fighting.  The congregation seemed to 
splinter and people forgot to love first. 
 
 Alicia Sandham was looking forward to the Coventry ‘Litany of Reconciliation’ 
Service on Fridays again.  She felt it allowed everyone to reflect and focus on 
what was important during the season of Lent. 
 
 Alison Arthur was particularly moved by the importance of Bishop Anne’s 
 Motto for 2020 (Matthew 5:16) and the welcoming of everyone to the parish. 
 
 Candace LaFrance was moved by the idea of “acts of unusual kindness” 
(Acts 28:2, the motto from the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity’ Service 
we hosted in January) because this should be a part of our Christian lives. 
 
 Deborah Victor noted that this past year, people have been generous with 
 their tithing.  We did not have to send out a financial “ask letter” during Advent. 
 
 We support Archdeacon Deborah’s six-week Sabbatical to walk The Camino 
 in the fall.  It is well-earned and we look forward to hearing from her while she is 
on her journey and to learning what she has to teach us when she gets back. 
 
 We hope to have at least 12 parish children go to Camp Gitchigomee. 
 
 Scott Meredith spoke on the idea of the growth of discipleship.  Everything on 
 the list ties into the idea of discipleship.  Archdeacon wants everyone to 
 personally take part in something that helps with their personal discipleship.  
Rather than focusing just on getting people in the doors, we should also be 
focusing on our own spiritual journey of ‘growing’ our souls. 
 
 Alison Arthur reminded everyone that we need more volunteers stepping 
 up for our many ministries, which would also grow our discipleship! 
 

MOTION:  That the new initiatives for 2020 be approved as outlined. 
 
Moved by:     Jim Stewart 
Seconded by:   Ken MacKay   CARRIED 

 
19. Resolutions  ~ 

 
a. That the vestry approve the addition of the Olive Ede bequest of 

$20,000 to the existing Rector's Endowment Fund.  The earnings 
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from this fund will help support the stipends of Rectors.  If not, the 
Advisory Board could direct the funds to other needs of the church. 

 
Moved by:     Daniel Klein 
Seconded by:   Alicia Sandham 

 
Discussion . . . 

 
Daniel spoke of planting a tree, investing in the church's future.  We do a   
great job in investing in the building but we need to ensure we can 
guarantee hat we have someone to lead our ministry.  By having this 
endowment, we have a baseline to ensure we can support a Rector.  
 
John O'Brien asked how this resolution affects the line item in the 
budget that already exists in our Balance Sheet.  As we would only use 
the interest from this fund to support future ministries, it would not affect 
our budget for quite some time. 
 
Carol Knox said that when Archdeacon Deborah leaves, we'll need a 
lot more money as she is paid the minimum stipend (at her own request).  
A future Rector, especially one of similar qualifications, would require a 
much higher stipend. 
 
Margie O'Brien said that if we're paying Archdeacon less than we 
otherwise would, the amount we're saving should have been put aside 
“for a rainy day.”   
 
Chris Heikkinen feels that the Rector's Endowment Fund sends a 
good message that funding our Rector is important to us and we're 
committed to retaining our full-time ministry status in the future. 
 
Candace LaFrance said she came from a parish that struggled 
financially and had trouble keeping a full-time Rector.  She came to 
St. Paul's because of Deborah Kraft's strong leadership. 
 
Eva Kakepetum said that this isn't about any one Rector, specifically.  
It's about supporting our leaders.  We need to move forward and support 
our future congregation's needs for a strong, well-qualified leader. 
 
Ann Camber said that almost 20 years ago, she was a Pastor in a small 
church in Manitoba.  They struggled so much with money that they moved 
the services into the basement and turned off the heat upstairs in the 
winter.  They became “poverty-oriented” and focused on money instead of 
on ministry.  This fund allows us to be focused on doing God’s work. 
 
Scott Meredith asked about getting a Chaplain or Rector’s assistant.  
Answer:  highly unlikely. 
 
Jim Stewart wondered if the Anglican Church was in support of this.  

 
MOTION:  That the above Resolution be passed. 
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Moved by:     Daniel Klein 
Seconded by:   Alicia Sandham  CARRIED  
[Abstained:  Candace LaFrance] 

 
b. That this Vestry approve the addition of the bequest of $30,000 from 

the estate of Ruth Sutherland into the Rector's Endowment Fund. 
 

Moved by:     Alison Arthur 
Seconded by:   Carol Knox 

 
   Discussion . . . 
 

Alison Arthur stated that it is helpful to have “designated” funds that 
direct the Advisory Board on the use of their available cash. 
 
Margie O’Brien asked that if in the future we wanted to change our 
minds, could we change our minds.  Answer: Yes, through Vestry. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah said this would increase the fund to $55,000 and 
would bring interest of about $2,200.  Not a huge amount in the big 
picture of a full-time annual Rector’s Stipend, but certainly helpful. 

 
MOTION:  That the above Resolution be passed. 
 
Moved by:     Alison Arthur 
Seconded by:   Carol Knox   CARRIED  
[Abstained:  Candace LaFrance] 

 
20. Items for Approval  ~ 

 
a. Operating Budget for 2020  
 Deborah Victor began the explanation of the Budget with the Total General 

Offerings.  This year’s total is slightly less than was budgeted for 2019.  
Total offerings are approximately $750 more than last year’s budget. 

 
 Total Expenses were budgeted approx. $600 less than last year, as we       

were able to keep our expenses down so well last year. 
 
 Chris Heikkinen explained that the variance in the Honorarium-Other 

category ($2,100) was to support Archdeacon Deborah’s absence this 
fall on her Sabbatical by allowing for the cost of visiting Clergy. 

 
 The donation to Camp Gitchigomee went down, despite our goal to send 

a dozen kids from the parish.  Although there’s no cost, the camp needs 
to stay in good shape.  Mary Richardson asked that the amount be 
increased from $500 to $1,000 which could add pressure to our annual 
giving.  Archdeacon Deborah suggested we could fund this increase 
from the Linda Strey Endowment Fund which is meant to support 
Children &Youth Ministry.  This would mean that our operating budget 
would not need to increase to cover the additional support for the Camp. 
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 Archdeacon Deborah asked about our Diocesan Apportionment amount 
as it went down but probably should have gone up as it is a percentage of 
our total offerings. 

 
 Margie O’Brien feels that the amount we “save” currently with 

Archdeacon Deborah’s lower stipend should be somehow reflected as       
a line-item in the budget so that future boards aren’t hit with       
unexpected higher expenses.   

   
 Chris Heikkinen reminded everyone that the value of anything a person 

donates, including items purchased for church use, can be added to their 
annual Offerings by giving a receipt to Ernie Tilbury.  

 
MOTION:  That the budget be approved with the above changes 
                  requested.  
 
Moved by:     Art Evans 
Seconded by:   Daniel Klein   CARRIED  
[Abstained:  Candace LaFrance] 

 
b. Financial Reviewer … Deborah Victor nominated Lisa Sundell to 

                                      continue.  ~  Affirmed. Carried. 
 

c. Investment Manager for 2018 … Don Skochinski of RBC Dominion 
has put together a very conservative portfolio.  He’s done very well with 
St. Paul’s investments and doesn’t charge us.  Alicia Sandham 
nominated Don to continue.  ~  Affirmed. Carried. 
 
Chris Heikkenen discussed the increase needed for offerings for 2019.  
The loss of parishioners in the last year who were strong financial 
supporters has left us in a precarious position.   
 
Deborah Victor discussed the annual “shortfall announcement” that 
comes up every September and October.  Candace LaFrance has made 
up “I Am Blessed” cards to be a personal commitment to God and to be 
taken home as a private reminder of what you’re willing to give 
throughout the year.   
 
Solade Nicole asked everyone to think of the church as a home that 
requires maintenance, has bills to pay, and regular things that must be 
covered every month. 
 
Ernie Tilbury talked about the total numbers on EOP (pg. 92).  Some 
haven’t made a change since as far back as 2009.  For those on 
envelopes, the summer is often missed and never caught up.  However, 
many of our Indigenous congregants make a strong effort to catch up 
after they return from summers up north. 

 
21. Other Business  ~ 
 
 Daniel Klein thanked Christine French and her volunteers for all their hard 
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work on the Vestry Book this year.  Our parish ‘photographers’ contribute 
pictures to our newsletter and Facebook pages year ‘round.  When these are 
compiled at they help us tell the story of what we accomplished and shared over 
the year.  Please keep your pictures coming in to the office. 

 
22. Adjournment  ~ 

   
 Archdeacon reminded us that other parishes are not doing as well as St. Paul’s and 

she is pleased about what we have accomplished and our hopes for the future.   
   

 Motion to Adjourn:   Brenda Baughman   CARRIED 
 

Meeting closed at 1:53 pm with the saying of The Grace  ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Length of meeting 2 hrs, 8 minutes.) 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Fiona Gardiner 
Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 

  
““TThhee  ggrraaccee  ooff  oouurr  
LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  

aanndd  tthhee  lloovvee  
ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  tthhee  
ffeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  

HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt,,  
bbee  wwiitthh  uuss  aallll  

eevveerrmmoorree..  
    AAmmeenn..””  

  
22  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1133::1144  

 

Our faithful Vestry Clerk Fiona, 
still smiling after the meeting. 
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL VESTRY MEETING  ~  July 14, 2020 

    

The Special Vestry Meeting of St. Paul’s Anglican Church was held at 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday July 14, 2020, via ‘ZOOM’ + Telephone due to COVID19 restrictions.   
  
Archdeacon Deborah Kraft chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Opening Prayer: 

 
Archdeacon Deborah opening the meeting with prayer and a Bible teaching 
from Matthew 5:1-12  ~  “The Beatitudes.” 

 
2. Rules for Vestry Meetings (Canon J-1): 

 
You must be baptized, over the age of 16, attend regular worship, and support 
the church financially in order to be able to vote. 
 

3. Attendance: 
 

There were 37 in attendance via ZOOM and Telephone dial-in option.   
 
4. Election of Special Vestry Clerk: 
 
 Laurie Sandham was nominated by Candace LaFrance and was accepted.  As 

there were no further nominations, Laurie was acclaimed as Special Vestry Clerk. 
 
5. Acceptance of Agenda: 
 
 No additions or alterations to the agenda; agenda accepted as printed. 
 
  Moved by:      Candace LaFrance   

Seconded by:   Linda Veinot  CARRIED 
 
6. Items for Discussion   ~ 

 

 RESOLUTION 1 
 
That the Resolution passed at Vestry on February 2, 2020 in which the 
bequest, once received, from the estate of Ruth Sutherland be placed into 
the Rector’s Endowment Fund be rescinded, and the monies received 
from the Ruth Sutherland Estate of $30,000 in May 2020 be made available 
for capital projects.  There are no restrictions in Mrs. Sutherland’s will for 
the use of her bequest to St. Paul’s.  

 
Moved by:     Adrienne Davis 
Seconded by:  Alison Arthur 

 
  Discussion . . . 
 

It is important for St. Paul’s to move to rescind the Vestry Resolution because 
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life and our world has changed since March and the reality of COVID19, and 
we need funds to allow St. Paul’s to have the video and sound necessary to 
broadcast our services to people in addition to or in lieu of in-person worship. 
 
We made the best decision regarding the Resolution at the time, but times 
have changed; this is an important project and a good use for these funds. 
 
To clarify, we are rescinding the Endowment and making it available for 
capital projects, and what it is used for will be decided based on today’s 
Resolutions  
 
MOTION:  That the above Resolution be accepted as printed. 
 
Moved by:      Adrienne Davis 
Seconded by:   Alison Arthur  CARRIED  
[Abstained:   Candace LaFrance]  
[As a bank manager, Candace cannot participate in financial discussions.] 
   

 RESOLUTION 2 
 
That a new sound system from AMIK Technology be purchased and 
installed in the church for a total cost of $18,322.95 with the money to 
come from 2 new bequests received from the estates of Ruth Sutherland 
($30,000), Olive Ede ($20,000), and an anonymous donor who gave $2,000 
for a new sound system. 

 
Moved by:     Christopher Willie 
Seconded by:  Solade Nicoll 

  
  Discussion . . . 
 

We have had trouble for the past 5 ‒ 6 years with our current sound system.  
We have received a number of complaints regarding the sound; especially for 
special services. 
  
It is not a good idea to add live-streaming equipment and continue to use our 
existing sound system.  This is a wonderful opportunity to update our old sound 
system and also to have it work properly with a live stream.  
  
Your Wardens spoke with an expert and he is recommending a new sound 
system.  The current equipment has been in the church for ages and needs to 
be replaced.  The brand proposed is Bose and this company is well-respected 
for outstanding sound equipment.  We will only need 4 speakers to cover the 
entire church. 
 
Is $18K the total cost?  
Yes, it is all-inclusive:  including installation and removal of old system.  A 
discussion followed about warranties. 
 
What are the plans for the old system?  
The big black tower rack behind Sean will be removed.  All wiring and speakers 
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from our old systems will be removed.  We will look into if there is any “trade-in” 
value or if the old equipment can be sold or recycled for scrap, or if it should be 
thrown away. 
 
With the old lights we will now have the added time and expense to get rid of 
them, so if we can resell them that would be good.  If someone is interested in 
them, please let Christopher know before the removal work starts.  It is felt that it 
is not worth trying to sell this outdated, used equipment on Kijiji etc. 
 
Who will be up in the gallery to turn on and control the sound system?  
The system will be left on as it is very energy efficient and will be controlled with 
an iPad from someone in congregation. 
 
Can WIFI reach upstairs better?  
Yes, we now have “smart WI-FI” and can now get the WI-FI signal everywhere. 
 
What will the mics look like?  
There will no longer be clip-ons but will be wireless mics that fit around an ear, 
with two hand-held mics also. 
   
What about ‘singing’ mics, as they are different than ones used for 
speaking:  do we need to look into getting these?  
We will speak with AMIK about the types of mics. This is something to think 
about down the road. 
 
Is the Property Committee still doing a lot of the manual work?  
Yes (please!).  Christopher will arrange with the Property Committee members 
to remove the old speakers and wiring. 
 
None of this work will interfere with the new organ speakers.  

 
MOTION:  That Resolution 2 above be accepted as printed. 
 
Moved by:      Christopher Willie 
Seconded by:   Solade Nicol  CARRIED  
[Abstained:   Candace LaFrance]  
   

 RESOLUTION 3 
 
That a live-streaming system from AMIK Technology be purchased and 
installed in the church for a total cost of $28,008.17 with the money to 
come from 2 new bequests received from the estates of Ruth Sutherland 
and Olive Ede. 

 
Moved by:     Daniel Klein 
Seconded by:  Deborah Victor 

  
  Discussion . . . 

 
Daniel Klein created a Power Point presentation and showed it using “screen 
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share.”  Daniel’s explanation of livestreaming technology, our current situation, 
and the need for professional equipment was well researched, thorough and 
easy to understand.  All were in agreement that livestreaming is very important.  
Archdeacon Deborah has watched St. Michael’s Live Stream services and 
she’s impressed, saying, “it made you feel like you were there.” 
   
The situation with COVID19 is not going away any time soon.  The capacity to 
livestream our services to those outside our building is something we need to 
invest in because this is the future, this is what our lives will be like.  It will be 
money well spent, both to help grow our ministry and to help people that want to 
attend and can’t, both locally and around the world. 
   
This is an amazing opportunity, but some wondered if we should be concerned 
for “quality control” and whether we will have enough interested/capable people 
to be trained on the system. 
 
It was asserted that this expensive and sensitive equipment be locked so kids 
can’t get into it; there needs to be something in place that will make it so that it 
can’t be accessed by just anyone.  All computers will be password protected, 
but physical access is up to our Property Committee. 
 
Is there training provided to regular people and new people?                                                                              
Yes, complete training and follow-up is part of the package price.  A monitor is 
being put in the Chancel so the choir can see what is happening.  Existing 
projector and screen are being used in the main church and nothing that is 
added will be able to be seen by people in the congregation. 
 
Will everything then be controlled from the balcony?  
Yes.  There will no longer be laptops under the screen trying to run the Power 
Point which means the people running the show will do what they need to do 
when it needs to be done.  Separate people will not be needed. 
 
We’ve seen the struggles that our Videographer Deirdre Sandham has had to 
get us to where we are, as far as livestreaming capability goes.  When we are 
able to re-open for in-person worship in September 2020, things will not be the 
same as they were before.  Depending on gathering limits, how comfortable 
people are in public settings, etc., we will still likely have a large part of our 
congregation watching “church” at home. 
 
The work that Deirdre and Laurie Sandham have done so far has been 
invaluable, and will continue to be an asset as we transition to this new 
expectation of broadcasting our services in addition to offering in-person worship.   
 
Will we lock the door leading into the gallery?                                                                                                                                        
Yes. 
 
How do you see this working with the ‘Ambassadors’ Praise Band, as they 
have their own slides and use the projection screen?    
It should still work the same as far as slides go.  We need to work on how the 
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sound will work with the instruments.  Group and music-based mics have come a 
long way and it won’t be much different but it will be better; definably easy to do. 
 
What about extra insurance?   
We haven’t looked into it as yet; we might have to increase our insurance or 
have a clause to cover our new video/audio system.  We will do some research. 

 
MOTION:  That Resolution 3 above be accepted as printed. 
 
Moved by:      Daniel Klein 
Seconded by:   Deborah Victor  CARRIED  
[Abstained:   Candace LaFrance]  
   

 RESOLUTION 4 
 
If the first 3 resolutions are passed, that the left-over money 
(approximately $5,000) received from Ruth Sutherland after the sound and 
live-streaming projects are completed and paid for, be put into the Ruth 
Sutherland Memorial Fund and that the criteria for the spending of the 
money in the fund be decided by the Parish Advisory Board.  

 
MOTION:  That Resolution 3 above be accepted as printed. 
 
Moved by:     Solade Nicol 
Seconded by:  Deborah Victor  CARRIED  

  [Abstained:   Candace LaFrance]  
 
7. Other Business   ~ 
 
 Thank you to this parish for how it is holding everything together during these 

difficult times. 
 

8. Adjournment  ~ 
 

Motion to Adjourn:    Alicia Sandham    CARRIED 
 
A closing prayer was led by Archdeacon Deborah.  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Laurie Sandham 
Special Vestry Clerk 
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FACES OF ST. PAUL’S 2020   ~   “Ambassadors for Christ” 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
MINISTRY 
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INCUMBENT’S CHARGE TO VESTRY  ~  YEAR 15 IN OUR SHARED MINISTRY 
 

The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

 

 

Every year it is a delight to find out the 

annual Motto that is prayerfully 

selected by Archbishop Anne.  This 

year’s motto is from the Book of Micah 

in the Old Testament.  Although we don’t know very much about Micah, we do know 

that he was one of the 12 minor prophets, and that he prophesied in Judah during 

the 8th century BCE.    

 

This passage tells us how to live today.  We are called to a life of righteousness and to 

show mercy to others and to walk beside God, in the knowledge that our wisdom and 

our life all come from God.  In the second year of learning to live and to love as 

Christians during the second year of the pandemic, these instructions are more 

important than ever. 

 

Similar to last year’s Report and the requirements from our Diocesan Canon for Vestries 

(Canon J-1:  Vestries) my Report for the year 2020 will focus on:  

 

1. Review of 2020, summarizing the Aspirations, Activities, and Outcomes of the year, and 
 

2. Objectives and Anticipated Outcomes for 2021 

 

 REVIEW OF 2020 

 

 Our world changed on March 15
th
, 2020  ~ 

 

With the shutdown in Ontario due to the pandemic, we were suddenly and 

immediately called into leading and offering worship in a whole new way. We 

starting live-streaming our services with one small camera in the chancel and then 

we added a separate mic.  We discovered that our flood lights in the chancel and 

nave were very noisy (”buzzy”) and we had to stop using them during the videos.  

Jouni rigged up some work lights on ladders to brighten the area.  One thing led to 

another and we realized we needed new flood lights in the church, a new sound 

system, and proper live-streaming equipment. We held a special vestry meeting to 

  

BBIISSHHOOPP  AANNNNEE''SS  MMOOTTTTOO  ffoorr  22002211  

          

““WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee  LLOORRDD  rreeqquuiirree  

ooff  yyoouu  bbuutt  ttoo  ddoo  jjuussttiiccee,,  

aanndd  ttoo  lloovvee  kkiinnddnneessss,,  

aanndd  ttoo  wwaallkk  hhuummbbllyy  

wwiitthh  yyoouurr  GGoodd..””  

        

[[  MMiiccaahh  66::88  ]]   
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receive approval for these major capital projects and we were able to accomplish 

everything by the time the church re-opened at the beginning of September.   

 

We remained faithful to our calling to be Ambassadors for Christ and to be a 

Spiritual Growth Centre through the challenges of COVID-19.  The suspensions of 

worship, programmes, and activities at the church meant that we needed to do 

ministry in a whole new way.  We still maintained our purpose but changed our 

method of delivery.  We were forced very quickly into a world of live-streaming, 

ZOOM meetings, digital communications, teleconferencing and e-transfers.   

 

These changes remind us that Christ is eternal and we built discipleship through 

modern methods of communication and through traditional means such as 

telephone calls and mailed notes. 

  

 We remained faithful to our “Blessing Box”  ~ 
 

The Blessing Box continues to be well-used by people in need and is filled twice a 

day, 7 days a week.  I am grateful to parishioners for supporting the Blessing Box 

with groceries and financial donations, to our Blessing Box coordinator Alison 

Arthur and to the team of volunteers who faithfully purchase food, and fill the box.  

 

 We continued to focus on the growth of discipleship through new methods of delivery  ~ 
 

Our purpose continued to be to grow as disciples and to support others in our own 

faith journeys. We have learned that we can still pray, love, and hear the voice of 

God at all times. 

 

 From March to the end of August, we had 2 Worship Services each week  ~ 
 

We used pre-recorded videos and combined them into our live-streams.  We 

praised God and started a separate Children’s Service which brought out our inner 

child and sense of play.   

 

 We put Weddings and Funerals on hold  ~ 
 

One of the hardest challenges of the pandemic has been our inability to hold 

weddings and funerals.  Both celebrating and grieving require community and 

support.  When the church re-opened with 30% capacity in September, we were 

blessed to be able to hold funerals, but that still wasn’t easy, as it was not possible 

to hold a reception with food following the service.  

 

 Pastoral work was done differently  ~ 
 

Throughout much of the year, Deacon Anne, our Lay Readers and I were unable to 

offer our traditional pastoral care of visiting people in their homes, long-term care 

homes, or hospital.  We, along with Advisory Board members, made many phone 

calls to parishioners to check in with them.  I was grateful to be able to offer home 

communion during the Fall of 2020, and to be able to visit parishioners in long-term 

care homes as long as I could show proof of recent negative COVID-19 test results.   

 

 I continued with Confirmation classes and Life in the Eucharist via ‘ZOOM’  ~ 
 

Although we had to postpone Confirmation, and First Communion, our young 

people have followed up their classes with involvement in worship through 

contributing pre-recorded videos of songs, and scripture readings.   
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 We reached out to 

people with ‘Drive-By’ 

Blessings  ~ 
 

I received joy from 

blessing parishioners and 

community members 

who came to our ‘drive-

by’ and ‘walk-by’ 

blessings 6 times in 2020  

~  twice on Palm 

Sunday weekend, twice 

on Pentecost weekend, 

and once on October 4 

(St. Francis Day) for our 

‘Blessing of The Animals.’  It was 

great fun to offer palm crosses at 

the end of a fishing pole and to 

encourage people to visit St. Francis 

in the labyrinth and receive a 

‘socially distanced’ pet blessing. 

 

 We re-opened for 4 weekend 

services at the beginning of September 2020  ~ 
 

It was a JOY to preach in front of people, celebrate the eucharist and offer 

communion again.  The 5 pm Saturday Service, the 10 am Sunday Service and the 

new 11:30 am Children’s Service were all live-streamed and included music.  The 

8:30 am Sunday morning Service was not live-streamed and was moved from the 

chapel to the nave in order to practice social distancing. 

 

These in-person worship services were stopped just before Christmas 2020 due to 

provincial guidelines.  Once again, we were all deeply grateful to our videographers 

and live-streaming equipment.  

 

 I was appointed as the Chaplain to the Thunder Bay Police Service  ~ 
 

Here is the announcement about my volunteer appointment that was emailed in 

December 2020 to every one at the Thunder Bay Police Service: 
 

Good Morning All: 
 
As some of you may recall, for many years the Thunder Bay Police Service 
was fortunate enough to have Father Michael Dunnill as our chaplain and 
part of our Policing family.  Father Dunnill joined us as our chaplain in 1988 
and continued until his passing in 2010. 
 
Father Mike left behind a legacy which many have expressed should be 
continued within our service. 
 
Earlier this year my Peer Support Coordinator predecessor Gerald Duffy 
sent out a survey to the membership to get a better picture of what the 
chaplaincy program should look like and to help identify suitable 
candidates.  A big thank you is in order for all his hard work on this. 
 
Based on the survey results, last month I approached Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 
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of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, to offer her this position within our 
organization.  Many of you are likely familiar with her as she has led 
the service for our Police Memorial for several years. 
 
Archdeacon Kraft was very honoured and humbled as having been 
identified by our members to fill this role, which she has accepted. 
 
Constable Darren Kondreska #387 
Critical Incident/Peer Support Coordinator 
Thunder Bay Police Service 

 
    Fr. Gordon Returned to St. Paul’s  ~ 

 

I am thankful that The Reverend Gordon Holroyd has returned to St. Paul’s 

as Honorary Assistant.  Here is the announcement that went out in our 

November 13 ‘Ambassador’: 
 

The Reverend Gordon Holroyd returns to St. Paul’s Thunder Bay! 
 
After being called to serve in other parishes in the Deanery of 
Thunder Bay-North Shore over the past 8 years, Fr. Gordon Holroyd 
has returned to St. Paul’s.  His return will commence on Sunday 
November 15, 2020, and we welcome him back with open arms. 
 
Fr. Gordon was licensed as an Honorary Assistant to St. Paul’s in 
2005 and that licence has remained while he has been called to serve 

as an Interim Incumbent in other parishes.  In 2012, Fr. Gordon went to St. 
Luke’s, in 2014 to St. George’s, in 2016 to both St. Michael’s and St. George’s, 
and in 2018 to St. Mark’s and St. James in the parish of West Thunder Bay.   
 
In recognition that his licence stands as the Honorary Assistant for St. Paul’s, 
and in anticipation of his return, his name has always remained on our 
church signs, as well as on the ‘Diocesan Cycle of Prayer’ listing for St. Paul’s. 
 
We celebrate Fr. Gordon’s servant heart and his desire to serve the Lord 
wherever he is called.  He will join the clergy team of Anne Carr, Deacon 
Associate, and Deborah Kraft, Incumbent. 

 

 We completed 15 and a half Years of shared ministry  ~ 
 

My appreciation for your faith and for your desire to be an ‘Ambassador for Christ’ 

continues to grow with every passing year.  I celebrate our unity in the body of Christ, 

a unity that became even more apparent during this COVID year. 

  

 ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES, AND OUTCOMES FOR 2020 

 

What a year!!  The Highlights OF COVID-19 . . . 
 

In the midst of all the suspensions and challenges, there were blessings.  Here are some of them: 

 

 Our AMAZING new LED flood lights, our new BOSE sound system, and our new 

live-streaming equipment  ~ 
 

I never thought that we would be able to have the high-quality equipment that has 

enabled us to reach out to the world through YouTube. 

 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 31 - 

 ‘ZOOM’ Meeting with our 

       Confirmands and 

       Archbishop Linda Nicholls  ~ 
  

On April 21, 2020, we 

enjoyed an hour and a half 

ZOOM Meeting with 

Archbishop Anne, Archbishop 

Linda (the Primate of the 

Anglican Church of Canada ), 

and our Confirmands and 

mentors, along with the 

Confirmands and clergy from 

St. Thomas and West 

Thunder Bay.  

 

 ‘ZOOM ‘Teaching for our ‘Life in the Eucharist’ participants  ~ 
 

I loved meeting weekly with the children on our ZOOM classes. 

 

 A pre-recorded Children’s Christmas Pageant  ~ 
 

This compilation video involved over 30 children and their families, under the 

direction of Laurie Sandham.   

 

 Videos of parishioners praying the Lord’s Prayer and sharing the Peace  ~ 
 

These videos are my favourite parts of our live-streamed services and remind us that 

we are never alone. 

 

 ‘Drive-By’ Blessings  ~ 
                                       

These outdoor events brought community members to the church, and not just our 

St. Paul’s parishioners. 

 

 HOW DID WE DO BASED ON WHAT WE DESIRED TO DO IN 2020 ? 
 

 

 Live Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2020 from Matthew 5: 16  ~ 
 

“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
 

WE ALL TRIED 
 

I watched all of you trying very hard and very diligently to bring God’s light to 

others and to shine.  We focused on doing good works, with the knowledge that 

these actions of love and compassion point directly to God.  At our baptisms, we 

are called to live out this request made by Jesus during his Sermon on the Mount. 

 

 Lead the Service of Reconciliation on the Church Steps  ~ 
 

COMPLETED 
 

For the third year in a row, I led the ‘Service of Reconciliation’ on the steps of 

St. Paul’s.  The weekly services began on Friday, February 28 at noon and 

continued past Lent and Easter. We did a live video of the service for Facebook 
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every week.  I will do the services again this year for the season of Lent from 

February 19 until Good Friday, April 2, 2021. 

 

 Focus on the growth of discipleship  ~ 
 

ONGOING 
 

I am deeply moved that you grew in discipleship during 2020.  I was originally 

going to write that in spite of COVID-19, you grew in discipleship but maybe the 

correct response is that because of COVID-19 you grew in discipleship.  The time at 

home without travel and many social activities meant that you could reflect upon 

what is truly important and you were open to the voice of God in the stillness. 

 

You showed spiritual discipline and fortitude and made a deeper commitment to 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Some of you were able to participate in our ZOOM worship on Friday mornings.  

Many of you strived to focus on acts of “unusual kindness.”  (Acts 28: 2).  You 

talked more about your prayers and your love of God.  Your ‘yes’ meant yes!  You 

took meals, cards, and gifts to people isolated in their homes.  You made phone 

calls.  You prayed for others and you prayed for me.  I always pray for you, that 

you will be blessed and upheld by the Lord. 

 

 Stay together as a Family of Faith  ~ 
 

ACHIEVED 
 

On May 26, Archbishop Anne released her letter which gave permission for same- sex 

marriage in the Diocese of Algoma.  The letter is included in this Report.  You can 

find it at the front of the book. 

 

There are a variety of views on same-sex marriage at St. Paul’s and I am grateful to 

confirm that almost no one left the church family if they had views differing from 

the Archbishop’s on same-sex marriage.  Even though I support same-sex marriage, I 

deeply respect your views if you oppose same-sex marriage.  I have always believed 

that this is not the issue to tear us apart.  Our commonalities of belief in the divinity 

of Christ, in the resurrection, and in our salvation through faith in Christ are the 

core doctrinal beliefs that draw us together as the body of Christ.  To date, no 

couple has asked me to preside at a same-sex marriage.   

 

 I planned to take my first Sabbatical leave in my 20 years of parish ministry  ~ 
 

POSTPONED 
 

COVID-19 put an end to my sabbatical plan to walk the 800 km Camino in Spain.  I 

cannot even think about a new sabbatical plan until we have all been vaccinated 

and the world opens up again for travel.  My sabbatical may not happen until late 

2021 or even 2022.  I thank the wardens and the Advisory Board for their ongoing 

support and encouragement.  

 

 MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021  

 

 Live Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2021 (Micah 6: 8)  ~ 
 

As disciples of Jesus, let us acknowledge that the Lord does require us to reach out 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 33 - 

to do the right thing (“do justice”) with the hands of Christ (“love kindness”) in 

humility (“walk humbly”) knowing that God is always with us. 

 

 Continue our growth of discipleship  ~ 
 

We must always remember that discipleship is a key responsibility for ourselves and 

for others in the parish.  Here is what Lutheran Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer said 

about discipleship: 
 

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” 

 

I encourage you to pray together with people in your household, to say grace at 

meals, to read a spiritual passage every day, to keep your Bible handy, and to 

intentionally reach out with the hands of Christ to be a blessing to others.  

 

I encourage you to be generous with your time and with your tithes.  We give 

money to bring heaven here on earth.  We give money because we are made in the 

image of God and everything we have and have the ability to do for paid work 

comes from God. 

 

 Maintain some of our digital ways of reaching out to people  ~ 
 

Even post-COVID, I plan to continue our weekly ZOOM worship on Friday 

mornings. 

 

 Celebrate Confirmation and Life in the Eucharist  ~ 
 

Even if we are not all vaccinated, I hope that we can celebrate The First 

Communion of the 9 participants who participated in Life in the Eucharist in 2020.  

I am hoping to do this in July 2021 and it is possible that we might be having the 

service outdoors.  Archbishop Anne hopes to come to St. Paul’s this Fall 2021 and 

hold a Confirmation service for our patient teen-age confirmands. 

 

 Invite others to Come and See  ~ 
 

In a world where many people have turned away from the faith of their parents 

and grandparents, each of us needs to be a Christ-bearer, to share the joy that 

comes from knowing that God loves us so much that through Jesus, God desires to 

have a personal relationship with us.  I am grateful for the many ways in which you 

proclaim the gospel  ~  everything from Facebook entries to prayers and kind 

actions towards your work colleagues and neighbours.  We pray for our family and 

friends and we invite them to experience our worship.  With our St. Paul’s Media 

channel on YouTube, this becomes possible and easy for people to do. 

 

 In Conclusion 

 

The Parish of St. Paul’s is a glorious parish and I am honoured and blessed to serve 

as your incumbent.  I am 67 years old and am not yet ready to retire.  My passion 

for ministry and my energy continue to be revived by the Lord.  I enjoy my ministry 

within the Deanery as Archdeacon, and I am privileged to serve under the wisdom 

and discernment of Archbishop Anne. 

 

I am grateful for so many people, and I am mentioning just a few of you beautiful 

‘Ambassadors for Christ’ ~  
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 for our wonderful team of Wardens (Candace, Deborah and Solade), who 

support and love us all 

 

 for our Videographers (Deirdre, Daniel, Laurie, and Alicia) who have made 

us relevant and available to the world 

 

 for our Parish Administrator Christine who is always open to learn with her 

servant heart 

 

 for Deacon Anne who continues to reach out to parishioners with care and compassion 

 

 for our Treasurer Adrienne who makes it seem as if completing financial 

statements is easy 

 

 for our Offering Secretary Ernie who does his ministry with dedication and perfection 

 

 for our Advisory Board members, Parish Officers, all who serve, and all who 

worship and pray, I thank you and I rejoice 

 

 and finally for my beloved husband Jouni who went above and beyond to 

help in all of our services and to be always there for me, and for you 

 

May God bless us all as we walk together throughout 2021. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted in the discipleship 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
 

Deborah+   
The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

              Sc., MBA, B.Th., MTS, DSL 

Rector of St. Paul’s 

Archdeacon of Thunder Bay- 

                                  North Shore 

   

   

 

 

 

 

What would we do without our indefatigable Jouni?!  
After a busy day taking masked, socially distanced 

pet ‘selfies’ at our ‘Drive-By’ Blessing of the Animals, 
St. Francis pauses for one more photo with his ‘family 

bubble.’  Well done, good and faithful servant!  
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DEACON ASSOCIATE’S REPORT  ~  THE REVEREND ANNE CARR 

 
 “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.”   [ Colossians 3:17 ] 

 
This past year has been difficult to assess. My aspirations and activities were 
certainly curtailed, but I tried to adjust as best I could.  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020:  
 
As in-person church services were cancelled for a good part of the year, I 
continued to proclaim the Gospel on line, and then from the church. 
 
When we were able to return to the church, I assisted in the services a bit more; I 
was able to help with communion and do prayers for healing for a short time, but 
with more restrictions that was curtailed. 
  
I was able to do some pastoral visiting in Retirement Homes for a short while, but 
again, that was stopped.  I have made phone calls to parishioners to keep in touch, 
and to offer support since March. 
  
My volunteer visiting at Pioneer Ridge Home For The Aged was stopped in March.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
My hopes and aspirations for the coming year 2021 are to once again take part in 
the services as your Deacon, in whatever form the COVID restrictions allow. 
  
I will continue to keep in touch and support parishioners by phone and hope to 
return to volunteering in the community at Pioneer Ridge nursing home. 
 
My hope is to return to greeting people with a handshake and a hug in 2021, in the church. 
  
My thanks and admiration to our Rector for keeping us all connected at this 
challenging time. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deacon Anne + 
The Reverend Anne Carr 
Deacon Associate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember when we could travel?!  
Here’s our Deacon Anne outside the 

‘Summer Palace’ of the Swedish Royal 
Family, in the summer of 2019. 
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HONORARY ASSISTANT’S REPORT  ~  THE REVEREND GORDON HOLROYD 

 
 “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”   [ Psalm 27:1 ] 

 
Wow!  What a year; I think most of us are happy to say goodbye to 2020. 
 
I would first of all like to say thank you to Archdeacon Deborah and to you, the 
people of St. Paul’s for welcoming me back into your midst.  As I have said before, 
I feel somewhat like the ‘Prodigal Son,’ after being away from St. Paul’s for over 
eight years . . . where did the time go? 
 
I cannot respond to how I did accomplishing the goals I set for the past year as I 
only returned to the parish on November 15th. I can, however, look to what I am 
expecting to accomplish in 2021.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Archdeacon Deborah and I have spoken a couple of times now on what I see my 
ministry amongst you is going to be. It is my goal to be available to assist 
Archdeacon Deborah as assigned, and to take services during her absence if asked. 
 
I feel sure that my ministry will expand and evolve as we break free of COVID19 
and our current lockdown. 
 
It is my fervent prayer that the Lord will strengthen me to serve you all. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Fr. Gordon + 
The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 
Honorary Assistant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Gordon proclaims the Gospel at our Christmas Eve live-stream service. 
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WARDEN’S REPORT 

 
 “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, 

if we do not give up.”   [ Galatians 6:9 ] 
  
The Wardens, along with the Rector, are responsible for the parish.  In our roles, 
we act as navigators, helping to establish a path for the parish.  We seek solutions 
to any obstacles that arise and try to seize opportunities that will benefit the parish 
to the Glory of God.   
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Our main objectives for 2020 were:  
 

1. To stay together as a Family of Faith.  
2. Attend the Service of Reconciliation.  
3. Live up to Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2020 (Mathew 5:16) 
     and be a welcoming parish with no exclusions.  
4.  Grow in Generosity and in Tithing.  
5.  Focus on Acts of Unusual Kindness.  
6.  Support the Archdeacon's sabbatical.  
7.  Encourage children to attend Camp Gitchigomee.  
8.  Grow as disciples of Christ. 

  
Our last “open” service prior to the COVID lock down was Ash Wednesday.  With 
the start of Lent came the end of in-person worship and we were all impacted in a 
very profound way. 
 
Prayer was more focused with intentions for healing and safety.  As Wardens, we 
sent a letter to the Chronicle Journal expressing our gratitude to front line workers. 
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Along with the rest of the Advisory Board, we reached out to parishioners with 
phone calls, checking in on our parish family and offering support. In turn, many 
parishioners set up their own “circle of communication” with regular calls to ‘visit’ 
by phone.  Volunteers delivered groceries to those who could not go out. 
 
Those who could attend the Friday noon Services of Reconciliation on the church 
steps did so with face masks, observing social distance.  Meetings were set-up by 
teleconference and by ‘ZOOM.’ 
  
Sunday morning services were live-streamed with a separate mini-Children's 
Service at the start of 10:00 am worship, which then became our new 11:30 am 
Children’s Service.  We witnessed the participation of others in these live-streams: 
 

 Scripture Readings were recorded and sent in by various people. 
 

 Barbara Towell from Vancouver often sent in a video of her singing an anthem. 
 

 Parents sent in videos of their children reading scripture, singing, and 
praising God. 

 

 Archbishop Anne recorded a series of messages and stories for children 
through The Anglican Foundation, which were shown as part of our services. 

 

 A “Sharing the Peace” video was made with input from as far away as Finland. 
 
 A “Lord's Prayer” video was also pieced together in several languages. 

 
. . . How blessed are we?! 

  
With the church being closed for worship, we were able to update our lighting to 
new cost-saving LEDs.  Brighter and no more buzzing noises. 
 
A Special Vestry Meeting was held on July 14th to change fund allocation 
Resolutions made in February to allow the church to access these to upgrade our 
technology for live streaming.  Daniel Klein and Deirdre Sandham headed that.  
Christopher Willie and his team of Property Committee volunteers removed our 
old speakers, etc. 
 
Our ‘Blessing Box’ ministry was strongly supported.  Times were set up for 
dropping off and picking up food, hygiene products, warm clothing, and essential 
items.  There were even parishioners who made soup, bread, jam and other 
goodies and dropped them off at the door for those in need of some kindness. 
 
Financially, this year could have been negative, however the giving was generous.  
Our Treasurer Adrienne Davis set us up so people could e-transfer their 
donations, which is a convenient option for many and no cost to the church.  That 
income, along with our offering envelopes, and donations given via EOP, Canada 
Helps, and Tithe.ly, along with reduced expenses and the government wage 
subsidy, allowed us to meet our expenses and pay staff.  We did have a ‘surge’ of 
“Harvest” offerings at Thanksgiving, because we were open for in-person services. 
This surge of offering indicates the importance of regular or consistent giving, and 
of tithing.  We have some parishioners that still mail in or drop off cheques.  Being 
set up on EOP or giving by Tithe.ly or e-transfer is very important to the financial 
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health of the church.  Tithing in discipleship is important.  We still have a lot of work 
to do so St. Paul's grows in financial stewardship. 
 
Unfortunately, Archdeacon's sabbatical was put on hold due to COVID restrictions.  
Camp Gitchigomee was also not open due to COVID. 
  
Not to be discouraged by closed doors, Archdeacon Deborah did “Drive-BY 
Blessings” 3 times during the year.  At the beginning of April on Palm Sunday, Lay 
Reader Marty Sauer helped by passing out Palm crosses into people’s vehicles 
with a fishing pole.  At the end of May on Pentecost, the Wardens assisted by 
giving out ‘Mustard Seed’ prayer cards with a fishing pole.  At the beginning of 
October, the Wardens stood by Archdeacon Deborah to direct traffic for the special 
Pet Blessing and visit with St. Francis (played by Jouni Kraft) in our Labyrinth.  
Everyone was wearing mask and all were social distanced at all 3 events.  Great 
JOY to all!! 
 
The Wardens and Advisory Board and Sidespeople prepared for the safe re-
opening of the church in September and several meetings and ‘work bees’ were 
held.  Policies were developed and put in place for the new safety regulations 
required:  Hand sanitizing; Face Masks; Attendance registers; Sanitizing surfaces 
between services, and more.  Pews were marked for socially distanced seating, 
front steps and aisles were marked for socially distanced flow of entering and 
exiting.  Our outside and inside doors were also marked with all new signage 
downloaded from the Thunder Bay District Health Unit website.  Thanks to Sharon 
Angeconeb for having these translated into Cree, and to Christine French and 
Christopher Willie for making up and posting the signs. 
 
Well, we made it to the last Sunday before Christmas!  Christmas Eve services 
were all live-streamed as restrictions came into play at the last minute.  Thank 
goodness for our new technology and our tireless Videographers Deirdre, Laurie, 
and Alicia Sandham and Daniel Klein.  Not to forget the amazing Children’s 
Pageant, again with participation from children in other cities and countries!!  
Thanks to Laurie Sandham and her dedication to our Children's programing. 
 
We give thanks to Archdeacon Deborah & Jouni, to Sean Kim and his music 
team, to our Cree Hymn singers Ida Mekanak, Jessie McKay, and Tony 
Whitehead, and also to Ann Camber and Brian Davis and ‘The Ambassadors’ 
and all those who have supported our church’s music Ministry.  Thanks to all who 
supported the special videos and sang “Silent Night.”  Blessings to all the children 
who sing and support our Children’s Service. 
 
Clearly we are Blessed!  COVID has brought us closer together and strengthened 
our faith. 
 

MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATE OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Our main objectives for 2021 are:  
 

1. To stay together as a Family of Faith. 
 

2. Support and grow our Indigenous Ministry. 
 

3. Continue to support our Youth Ministry. 
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4. Continue to grow in generosity and tithing, especially during these 
challenging times. 
 

5. Follow the Archbishop’s Motto for 2021  ~  Micah 6:8 
 

6. Focus on acts of Unusual Kindness. 
 

7. Continue to support the ‘Blessing Box’ Ministry. 
 

8. Support the Archdeacon’s sabbatical; should that take place this year. 
 

We love our St. Paul’s Family and Church  ~  Your 2020 Warden Team,  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Candace LaFrance       Deborah Victor       Solade Nicol 
Rector’s Warden       People’s Warden      Deputy Rector’s Warden 

 
 

  Candace,  Deborah , and  Solade 

Dorothy Piccinin and Warden Candace tape blue crosses to 
Pews and carpets for social distancing at the Advisory Board  
‘Protocol Work Bee’ prior to re-opening September 6, 2020. 

Warden Solade 
sets out gifts and 

decorations at the 
‘Drive-By’ Parade for 

Canon Paul Carr’s  
50th Anniversary of 
Ordination to the 

Priesthood, 
May 14, 2020. 

Warden Deb hands out 
‘mustard seed’ prayer cards 

with a socially distanced 
fishing pole at our 

May 31st Pentecost 
‘Drive-By’ Blessing. 
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‘SCREENING IN FAITH’ COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
 “Finally beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”  

 [ Philippians 4:8 ] 
 
Like all parishes, St. Paul's is required to carry out a ‘Screening in Faith’ program 
in compliance with direction given by our diocesan Synod Office.  This parish 
responsibility continues to be an integral part of our faith community, as we strive to 
create and maintain a safe environment as people of Christian faith, love, 
understanding, and mutual respect.  The function follows a ten step process 
established for screening to assist with the recruitment, selection, and management 
of church volunteers and staff. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020:  
 
2020 has made screening and on-going follow-up a challenge with the unwelcome 
arrival of the global COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant restrictions on the 
in-person meetings and interviews required to facilitate this program.  
 

ANTICIPATED OBJECTIVES & OUTCOMES FOR 2021:  
 
As we move forward into 2021, the program will be prepared to conduct interviews 
with new volunteers and staff as COVID-19 protocols allow, as well as follow up with 
those already in progress with outstanding steps yet to complete. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jim Stewart 
Screening in Faith Committee 
 
 
 
 

That’s Jim in the back row on the left, standing with his 
fellow Advisory Board members at their Installation on 

Sunday February 16, 2020.  The sun pouring through the 
stained glass windows over the altar made it hard to 

get a good picture [or is that someone’s halo?!] 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

 “He who sings, prays twice.”   ~  St. Augustine 
 
 . . .  Psalm 139  . . . 
 
The choir was preparing anthems for Lent and Easter of 2020 until COVID19 hit 
Canada and all activities ceased by government order.  Thereafter, the music 
ministry went through several changes.      
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Initially all preludes, hymns and postludes were pre-recorded and added to the new 
weekly live-streamed services.  We all had to learn to use technology in new ways in 
order to stay connected while staying safe at home.  Our parish installed new live-
stream and audio systems.  Special thanks to Laurie, Deidre and Alicia Sandham 
and Daniel Klein for their continuing technical support.  I am also extremely grateful 
for the musical contributions of Barbara Towell, Jouni & Deborah Kraft, my wife 
Dawn Kim, Patsy Towell and Diane Aldrich for their significant musical 
contributions with psalms, hymns and anthems during COVID19.  Many members of 
the congregation participated in a virtual singing of “O Canada” for our live-streamed 
Canada Day service.  Even our virtual children’s services were blessed with the 
involvement of the Cham-Klein and Kim children providing hymns.   
 
In September, we saw some return to normalcy with the church able to open their 
doors in a limited capacity and the allowance of one cantor per service to lead the 
hymns and psalms.  Cantors included Diane Aldrich, Patsy Towell, Pat Cupp, 
Don Harris and David Nock. 
 
The musical highlight of the year was the Remembrance Sunday service, with 
TBSO’s conductor-in-residence Maria Fuller on trumpet, and parishioner Eric 
Johnson playing the bagpipes. 
 
The services this year have been so different from what we knew before, to 
incorporate our new reality.  Although it was challenging not to have regular in-
person services through 2020, it seems that we have risen to the occasion by 
being innovative in ways to carry on with our services and to connect virtually 
instead.  This has opened the church’s doors, metaphorically, to the whole world, 
by regularly live-streaming our services.  We have also been able to connect to the 
global church through the Anglican/Lutheran Ascension Day and the Anglican/ 
Lutheran Thanksgiving Services (for both of which I was honoured to provide a 
musical postlude), and the Diocese of Algoma Advent Service of Hope on 
December 13th (for which I arranged and performed the well-known Advent Hymn, 
“O Come, O Come Immanuel” with my wife Dawn).   
 
November 29th we enjoyed a charming “Lessons and Carols” service sung by 
Patsy Towell and Pat Cupp.  Christmas this year was reflective of the first nativity:  
the world was chaotic and nothing went according to our plans!  Rest assured, 
God was and is still in control.  The 5 pm Christmas Eve service music was led by 
Ann Camber, and the 7 pm service music was led by the Towell family  –  Patsy, 
Bill and Barbara Towell.  Our usual 11 pm and Christmas morning services were 
cancelled at short notice due to another COVID lockdown.  Many members of the 
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congregation  –  a majority of which were not even from the choir  –  contributed to 
a virtual candlelight rendition of “Silent Night.”  It was a striking coming-together in 
one accord, exemplifying that even though we are apart, we are all in this together. 
 
These are hard times.  It’s frustrating not being able to do things as we once did.  
Singing, scientists tell us, generates respiratory droplets and aerosols at a much 
higher rate than speaking, and as a result the risk of COVID19 transmission is 
greatly increased when people are singing together in person.  Many countries 
have banned group singing in order to mitigate the transmission of COVID19.    
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Because choral singing has become a major risk during COVID because of the 
significant increase in respiratory droplets and aerosols, we will not be able to have 
choral or congregational singing in the church for the foreseeable future.  I have 
missed the congregational singing as much as you have, and it has also been hard 
for me not to have a choir to lead.  For Easter this year, I am looking forward to 
showcasing each of our St. Paul’s Choir members in virtual Easter hymns and 
anthems.  We are all looking forward to a time when we can safely make music 
together again and fill the church with a new song to the Lord.  (Psalm 98: 1) 
 
In the meantime the Lord continues to command us: “Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with 
you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1: 9 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. Sean Kim, 
Music Director 

“Objects in photo are not as close as they appear!”  
 TBSO’s Conductor-in-Residence Maria Fuller accompanies Organist Sean Kim 

on trumpet for the Postlude following this year’s Remembrance Service.  
Maria is standing 2 metres to the left of the organ, next to the rood screen. 
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MEMORIAL CHOIR REPORT 

“Lift up your voice with strength . . .  lift it up, do not fear.”  [ Isaiah 40:9 ] 

As Chair of the Memorial Choir, I enjoy calling all the members to come and sing 
for special services such as Funerals and Memorial Services, the Police Memorial 
Service, and other special services when they are held at St. Paul's.  Members 
cannot always serve when called but they are willing to share their talents 
whenever possible.  We are blessed to have such a dedicated group willing to 
share their gifts and time.  Grieving families are comforted by the special music 
they have chosen to celebrate the life of their loved one. .     

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 

Due to our COVID19 restrictions in 2020, the Memorial Choir was able to sing at 
only 4 Funeral Services in the church.  And the annual Police Memorial Service, 
usually held in September, was also cancelled due to COVID.  We are looking 
forward to the coming year! 

Our list of those who are able to serve in this ministry continues to grow short, and 
we are looking to add to our ranks in 2021.  If there are others in the 
congregation who would like to come out and sing with this Choir 
occasionally, they can contact me at 767-7194 and I would be happy to add 
them to my roster.  We welcome ALL voices; you need not belong to a choir, and 
you need not be available for every event, just willing to share your time and 
talents when you can. 

I would like to personally thank each and every member of the Choir and also those 
who have served in the past for their dedication to this very meaningful ministry.  

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 

My aspirations for 2021 are to increase the 
numbers of our St. Paul's Memorial Choir. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Veinot, Memorial Choir Chair 

Linda stands with the Colour Guard at 
our Remembrance Sunday Service as she 

waits to place a wreath on the altar in 
honour of all deceased  St. Paul’s 
Veterans and in Remembrance of 

RCAF M/Cpl (1952-75) Ralph Veinot, 
“called home” November 10, 2016. 
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BELL RINGERS REPORT 

 
“Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

 let us make a joyful noise.”  
[ Psalm 95:2 ] 

 
The Bell Ringers Guild continues to make a "joyful noise" while performing an 
important and essential music ministry, calling the faithful to worship and sending 
them home with a song.  We are truly blessed with a dedicated membership who 
always step forward when called upon, often on short notice or for special occasions. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2021: 
 
This past year has been especially unique and challenging with COVID-19 and the 
resultant restrictions and protocols relating to church worship services impacting 
everywhere, including here at St. Paul's. 
 
Many heartfelt thanks must go out to all members of the guild for being there when 
needed, coming forward when rescheduling became unavoidable over the past year. 
 
Our roster of bell ringers in 2020 included Fiona Gardiner, Dorothy Piccinin, 
Marty Sauer, Don Shuttleworth. Gaye Manson, Stacy Cham Klein, and myself.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
In 2021, as the ongoing battle with COVID-19 will permit, we will strive to attract 
new members to play our beautiful bells to the glory of God.  We will continue to 
praise and worship our Lord and support our parish family through this blessed 
music ministry here at St. Paul's. 
 
In closing, I wish to once again extend special gratitude to Dorothy Piccinin, who 
came forward to assist me with rescheduling issues this past year. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim Stewart, 
Bell Ringers Chair 

 
 

Our 110 year old bell console 
is a privilege to play.  Bells are 

‘rung’ by pushing down on 
numbered handles [bottom].  
Metal rods [top] connect each 

handle to a bell 50 feet up. 
An ornate silver shelf-stand 

holds the music. 
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‘THE AMBASSADORS’  PRAISE BAND REPORT 

 
“O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.”  

 [ Psalm 98:1 ] 
 
2020 was a year that would call on ‘The Ambassadors’ Praise Band to be flexible 
and bring the gift of sacred song to our Saturday service, and later, the new 
Sunday Children’s services. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
We began the year with the goal of bringing contemporary and blended worship to 
the church with joy and dedication.  Our band started January with seven 
members:  On guitar and vocals Jim Stewart, Brian Davis and myself; on vocals 
Deborah Victor, Eva Kakepetum and Colette Makinen; and our maraca player 
and singer, my 8 year old grandson Preston Robinson.  We aimed to include 
traditional hymns set to guitar and play contemporary praise songs that would 
enhance the worship at services. 
 
The March shut down and move to virtual services changed how we could lead the 
music.  We reduced the worship team to two at a time.  Initially Brian Davis and I 
took on the worship responsibilities.  When Brian was away for the spring and early 
fall seasons Deb Victor joined in.  Eva Kakepetum sang with Ann once on 
‘Halloween’ Saturday.  Adrienne Davis helped out on vocals for a few sessions as 
well.  Preston started playing his maracas with the team in the fall when the 
services returned to in-person.  He brings energy and unbridled joy to his worship.  
I was informed he did the ‘Macarena’ dance during one song last November. 
   
‘The Ambassadors’ continue to be like family to each other.  The seven of us have 
kept in touch on the phone and, during the summer, in distanced visits, and we 
have prayed for each other throughout this pandemic.  We have supported each 
other through illness and loss and kept on praising. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
      
In 2021 our goals are to continue to offer our service in the music ministry of St. 
Paul’s and to adapt to the limitations and requirements of what we can offer.  We 
hope that sometime this year we will be able to again sing and play together as a 
whole at our regular Saturday time, sadly without our beloved Eva Kakepetum who 
passed on January 10, 2021.  We know she is singing at the throne of the Father.  
   
I encourage everyone to take a listen to the Saturday October 31st service and 
hear the love and passion of our sister Eva as she sang to the Lord. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Camber, ‘The Ambassadors’ 

Meet the band!  Enjoy the 
photo gallery of our 

Praise Band’s “joyful noise” 
makers on the next page. 
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 Adrienne & Brian 
Deb 

Colette 

Ann 

Eva 

Jim & Vicky 

Preston 
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COMMENTS from EUCHARISTIC ASSISTANTS 
 

“Blessed are you, O God, now and forever.  The Cup of Blessing which we bless 
is a sharing of the Blood of Christ.”    

[ from the prayer for Covenanting of Eucharistic Assistants ] 
 
Eucharistic Assistants are lay people who administer the chalice of wine during 

communion.  They are governed by Canon I-4 which states that anyone desiring 

to be commissioned as a Eucharistic Assistant must be active in worship, and in 

support of St. Paul’s.  Each person who serves as a Eucharistic Assistant is 

appointed on the recommendation of the Incumbent and Vestry.  A Eucharistic 

Assistant is covenanted to administer the chalice during Communion.  They are 

also permitted to bring Communion to parishioners who are no longer able to 

come to church.  Eucharistic Assistants have been trained by the Rector, and are 

encouraged to deepen their prayer life. 

 

After serving many years as a St. Paul’s Eucharistic Assistant, Sue Stratton is 

stepping down.  Sue is a woman of deep faith and she is blessed with a 

compassionate heart.  I thank Sue for her many years of devoted and loving 

service in this ministry. 

 

Our Lay Readers were only able to administer the chalice for the first 2 and a half 

months of 2020.  Due to the ongoing pandemic, when the church re-opened for 3 

and a half months in the fall, communion was administered with bread only and 

not the wine.  Only the priest received the blood of Christ from the chalice.   

 

At this time, I am not adding to the brothers and sisters in Christ who are our 

Eucharistic Assistants.  I cannot predict when the chalice will be re-introduced.  I 

don’t think it will be easy for any of us to go from social distancing with no 

handshaking or hugs, to sharing in the Common Cup. 

 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES OF 2020: 

 

1. I pray that this ministry will continue to bring discipleship growth and joy to the hearts 

and minds of our Eucharistic Assistants. 
 

PARTIAL 
 

I believe it did for the short time in which the EA’s could participate in services. 

 

2. I will lead another training workshop during the winter. 
 

COMPLETED 
 

Workshop happened before the shutdowns. 

 

3. I will encourage people to consider becoming part of the EA team.  
 

NOT DONE 

 

MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 

 

1. Schedule one Refresher Training Session. 
 

This workshop will happen only if we are permitted to use the Common Cup again 

or administer wine in a different way. 

 
2. Encourage our EAS to continue their discipleship activities such as ‘ZOOM’ weekly 

worship, live-streams, and ZOOM book/Bible studies. 
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This year, I asked our Eucharistic Assistants to let me know  ~ 
  

“Without being able to serve as a Eucharistic Assistant, what have you done 

in 2020 to grow in your journey of discipleship?” 

 

I would like to share their responses with you . . .  

  

 “Over this year, I have enjoyed watching the online services very much as these 

services do much to uplift the congregation.  I attended in person during that 

brief window when that was allowed.  I have looked up the Bible passages for 

the next Sunday and read them over and pondered what they were saying.  I 

have become an essential visitor for Margaret Pentney, a parishioner of St. 

Paul’s, who now lives at Pinewood Court.  I have reached out to friends from 

St. Paul’s to check in with them and have a chat.”  
Karen Christie 

   
 “During the past year, my journey of discipleship took the form of morning 

devotion at home with prayer and scripture reading (usually with coffee and a 

toasted bagel.] I also took this past period of isolation to call members of our 

St. Paul's family and my relatives, particularly those who are alone, to talk and 

share our mutual experiences in these challenging times. It was always an 

uplifting time of reconnection for us all.”  
Jim Stewart 

 
 “I have offered to pray for my friends and family at every opportunity. I was 

surprised by how many of my friends welcomed the prayers and they also 

remarked on how helpful the prayers were.” 
Sandra Rejall 

 
 “While I have not been able to serve as a Eucharistic Assistant as a result of 

COVID I have worked to spend more time partaking in Bible studies and quiet 

reflection via a Bible app I have.  I have taken time to appreciate what and 

who I have in my life rather than dwelling on what is missing or what has 

been taken away.”  
Jen Snowden  

 
 “I helped out with the recorded services for West Thunder Bay until Gordon 

decided that I should stay home.  I watched different ZOOM church services on 

the computer.  I pray diligently for the sick and for people suffering from the 

COVID19 virus, and their caregivers.  One absolutely Christian act I did was to 

run after a lady who had left her wallet at the check-out counter.  She was so 

thankful, she blessed me, and I felt well and truly Blessed.” 
Violet Holroyd 

 
 “It is my privilege to let my name stand as Eucharistic Assistant for the coming 

year.  As for my journey this past year, I have continued to pray for those 

whose needs are great (or little) and had phone visits with friends and family 

when I was able.”  
Dorothy O’Donnell 

 
 “During these times of COVID, I have been watching the live streams done by 

the church, and have been donating monthly to our church.  To be entirely 

honest, I haven’t been up to much other than school, which has been my main 

focus lately.” 
Evan Davis 
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 “I was more intentional about teaching my children about discipleship and prayer.” 
 

Chris Heikkinen 
 

 “Blessings can be found in many ways.  Being a Eucharistic Assistant is one way 

to grow in my journey of discipleship.  Although I could not feed people 

through giving the blood of Christ during communion, I could help feed people 

by contributing to the Blessing Box on a regular basis.  As disciples of Christ, 

being able to provide people with spiritual and earthly food is a blessing.” 
 

Dorothy Piccinin 
 

 “2020 was a struggle, as it has been for many, many people.  I have tried to stay as 

active as I could in the church during lockdown as I want to serve the Lord and my 

brothers and sisters at St. Paul's.  I became part of the team that offered live stream 

services from the beginning and will continue to be for as long as I am needed.” 
 

Laurie Sandham 
 

 “Last year I increased my focus on the discipleship of tithing and I made a point 

of focusing on the Blessing Box.  I encouraged my staff to participate in a reverse 

Advent calendar for the Blessing Box.  I also supported the live streaming services 

by doing scripture readings and participating in the peace videos.” 
 

Candace LaFrance 
 

 “I have tried to be a supportive listener and do extra acts of kindness.” 
 

Deborah Victor 
 

 “I have missed being able to take part in this ministry because of COVID but have 

hope we will be able to continue to partake in the blessed wine representing the 

blood of Christ, reminding us of our salvation through the love from our Lord.  I 

have been grateful to attend our Sunday service online and enjoy my daily 

reading in the Day by Day devotions.  Daily readings and keeping contact when 

possible with our dear friends from church by phone or facebook has helped us 

hold together with hope of a future without COVID when we can all worship 

together again.  God's blessings to all!” 
Lynda Farquharson 

 
 “During 2020, I was blessed to have been offered many online opportunities to 

grow in my faith journey and discipleship. I have attended all of our St. Paul’s 
online church services, as well as the weekly Friday morning ZOOM prayer 
services.  What a blessing these services have become for me during 
COVID19!  I have also been able to serve by filling the Blessing Box every 
week, and helping in the Altar Guild.” 

Sharron Forshaw 
 
 

Respectfully in Christ, 

 

Deborah+ 
The Venerable Deborah Kraft 

Rector and Archdeacon  

“This is my blood of the 
new covenant.”  

[ Matthew 26:28 ] 
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COMMENTS from LAY READERS, both PAROCHIAL and DIOCESAN 
 

“Blessed are you, gracious God, our creator and redeemer.   
In every age you call people to minister in your name.  

[ from the prayer for Covenanting of Lay Readers ] 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 

 

What a year!  The traditional roles of our Diocesan Lay Readers, and Parochial Lay 

Readers were severely limited and training for our Lay Readers in Training was put 

on hold. 

 

The Lay Readers did help the best they could with participating in our services from 

January – mid March 2020 and from September – mid December 2020. Additionally, 

they focused on other ministries to build the kingdom of God. 

 

Here are some of the deeds that our Lay Readers committed to for 2020. I am 

grateful to Lay Reader Alison Arthur for her capable wearing of many hats, including 

Chair of the Altar Guild, Blessing Box Chair and Gardening Chair.  Lay Reader Marty 

Sauer enjoyed looking for great bargains as she bought food for our ‘Blessing Box.’  

Diocesan Lay Reader Carol Knox assisted with scheduling people to read scripture 

and lead prayers either in-person or through pre-recorded videos. Diocesan Lay 

Readers Jessie McKay, Ida Mekanak, Tony Whitehead and Eileen Whitehead started 

to offer monthly Cree Indigenous services until the shutdown began.  The monthly 

services at Wequedong Lodge were also suspended. 

  

Parochial Lay Readers are elected by the annual Vestry and covenanted with the 

Rector and the Parish. 

 

Diocesan Lay Readers are recommended by Deanery Council and appointed by 

Archbishop Anne, who then licenses them to their ministries.  Diocesan Lay Readers 

are permitted to lead services in parishes other than St. Paul’s, and to lead services 

with the reserved sacrament in long-term care homes, and in communities (e.g. St. 

John’s in Schreiber) where an Anglican church is not readily available. 

 

All Lay Readers wear a blue scarf over their white alb.  Diocesan Lay Readers have 

the large Algoma Crest at the bottom of their scarf. 

 

MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 

 

 Train the New Lay Readers in Training 
 

This objective has been put on hold until the church re-opens.   

 

 Encourage all the Lay Readers to participate in Deanery/Diocesan Lay Reader 

education/celebrations 
 

This objective is again dependent upon church re-openings and widespread 

vaccinations.  My hope is that some in-person gatherings may happen in Fall 2021. 

 

 Encourage our Lay Readers to develop their gifts for ministry 
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COMMENTS FROM LAY READERS 

 

I asked our Lay Readers to let me know what they did in 2020 “in word or deed in 

the name of the Lord Jesus.”  (Colossians 3: 17).  Here are their responses: 

 

 “I happily worked handing out Palms for the ‘Drive-By’ on Palm Sunday AND 

will again, if necessary.  I also served at the live-streamed Christmas Eve Service 

which made Christmas very special for me.  I am willing and hoping to serve 

more in the coming year when we are able to do so.”  

Marty Sauer, Lay Reader 

 

 “I looked for ways to help us keep the love peace and joy in our hearts that we 

have been experiencing in our community, even in the face of all the separations, 

anxieties and changes due to the pandemic.” 
Alison Arthur, Lay Reader 

 

 My involvement as a Lay Reader has been severely affected by the COVID 

epidemic and the additional concerns that go with being over 70 years old.  I 

have only participated as LR in one service last fall.  I have been in contact with 

Thorneloe University trying to establish what courses may be available towards 

my BTh.  My time seems taken up with walking the dog, cooking, and watching 

“Coronation Street.” 

Art Evans, Lay Reader 

 

 “2020 was a hard year for many of us.  During the year, I participated in 

services as requested and made a few short videos for the live stream 

broadcasts.  During our lockdown, I enjoyed our services by live-stream, and 

participated in ZOOM services on Fridays when I was not working.  Over this 

past year, I do feel that I have not done enough in my Christian walk and feel a 

bit in a wasteland, missing the activities in the church and especially everyone 

we serve with.  For 2021, the hope is to strengthen my faith in worship, reading 

the Bible, and devotions.” 

Scott Meredith, Lay Reader 

 

 “Each morning I pray that the Holy Spirit will show me how I can make a 

difference in the life of one person that day.  During the pandemic, I have been 

amazed at how much one can be Jesus' hands and feet without leaving the 

house.  In answer to this prayer I might receive a phone call from someone in 

need of support or calming down, or a name will come to mind for me to 

phone, email or send a card to.  Sometimes ideas come to mind to cook or order 

things online for specific people including children, or to financially support 

various charities that work for food security.  Sometimes I am the grateful 

recipient of similar kindnesses.  Community builds this way.” 
 

Carol Knox, Diocesan Lay Reader 

 

 “In 2020 I was blessed to continue in the pathway of ministry, meeting with the 
Diocesan Committee for Postulancy, and preaching in other parishes and at St. 
Paul’s.  I continued leadership with ‘The Ambassadors’ Praise Band and worked 
to keep connected with our team throughout the shutdown.  I was involved with 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 53 - 

the music at the Children’s Service, the Advisory Board, as PWRDF Rep, and 
as a moderator on our church Facebook page.” 

 

Ann Camber, Diocesan Lay Reader 

 

 “We put tobacco down and give thanks to our Lord for sending the Moose to 

give up his life for our sustenance.  Therefore, we share with family, friends and 

elders for what God has given us.” 

Sandra Fox, Lay Reader-in-Training 

 

 “I played the church bells and bought and placed food in the Blessing Box.” 
 

Don Shuttleworth, Lay Reader-in-Training 

 

 “In 2020, I think the most important thing I did in the name of Jesus was to be 

as kind as possible to the people I knew were suffering in body, mind and spirit, 

and to use my time, talent, and treasure to help my beloved church to the best 

of my abilities.” 

Alicia Sandham, Lay Reader-in-Training 

 

“Let us not grow weary in doing what is right.”  
[Galatians 6:9 ] 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deborah+ 
The Venerable Deborah Kraft 

Rector and Archdeacon  
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INDIGENOUS MINISTRY REPORT 
 
“Behold, I am doing a new thing . . .  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people I have formed for myself, 
that they might declare my praise.  ”    [ Isaiah 43:19; 20-21 ] 

 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
2020 began with a visit from Bishop Lydia Mamakwa in early January.  I was 
delighted to host her and Lay Reader-in-Training Sandra Fox for dinner, at which 
we discussed many things that applied to various aspects of ministry with First 
Nations people in Thunder Bay.  Her wisdom and guidance are very necessary and 
much appreciated as we develop this ministry to and with First Nations people who 
live in the city and also with those who come to town for medical treatments.  While 
she was here in January, Bishop Lydia baptized 12 infants and children at St. Paul’s 
on the Saturday afternoon.  In the morning, Sandra and I accompanied her to 
Wequedong Lodge for a celebration of the Eucharist using the Cree service booklet 
we had developed.  At the end of the service Bishop Lydia invited me to pray with 
her for healing of the people who asked for prayers and this was a very moving 
experience.  In the evening, she presided at Cree Evensong and this service was 
followed by soup and sandwiches downstairs.  Cree Evensong services continued to 
be offered the 2nd Sunday of the month under the leadership of Sandra Fox until the 
church was closed due to the pandemic.   
 
Mentoring of our Indigenous Diocesan Lay Readers to lead a service of ‘Holy 
Communion with Reserved Sacrament’ at Wequedong Lodge continued this year.  
They are now feeling confident to lead the service in pairs with my presence 
needed only for moral support.  This service is offered the last Sunday morning of 
each month.  On Ash Wednesday afternoon we had a service with the ‘Imposition 
of Ashes.’  Sandra Fox’s approval as a parochial Lay Reader-in-Training has 
been a blessing to this outreach ministry as elders Jessie McKay, Eileen 

Whitehead, Ida Mekanak and 
Tony Whitehead get older and 
experience some health challenges.  
Services at the Lodge were put on 
hold mid-March because of 
COVID19 restrictions. 
 
Within the parish we were excited 
to welcome two young people as 
Altar Servers, David Meekis and 
Annie Turtle. They are the nephew 
and granddaughter of Advisory 
Board member Sharon 
Angeconeb and great-
grandchildren of Diocesan Lay 
Reader Jessie McKay and the late 
Reverend Howard McKay.  We 
are blessed to have four 
generations of this faith-filled family 
serving the Lord at St. Paul’s. 
 

The mantle of leadership passes between generations 
as Sandra Fox receives a beaded cross from her mother 
Deacon Elsie at the Lay Readers Installation, March 1st. 
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Cree language continues to be used in St. Paul’s 10:00 am Sunday morning 
service and its use continues to grow.  When COVID19 required that services be 
“virtual” only, we were intentional about continuing this practice.  In addition to the 
Doxology, the Lord’s Prayer, the first Communion Hymn, and the Dismissal being 
broadcast in Cree, video inserts of First Nations parishioners giving the Peace 
were filmed.  Sandra Fox and Sharon Angeconeb were trained to lead the 
Prayers of the People and their addition of some prayers in Cree as well as the 
prayers in English have been very comforting to our indigenous parishioners 
during this pandemic time.   All the COVID-related signage was translated and 
posted in Cree Syllabics. 
 
Other aspects of ministry to Indigenous parishioners and those in the broader 
community continue as needed and as COVID19 restrictions permit.  These 
include hospital and home visiting with prayers for healing, phone calls of 
encouragement, and the delivery of traditional and other foods.  In November, the 
residents of Neskantaga were evacuated to the Victoria Inn in Thunder Bay 
because of issues with their water supply.  When they returned home just before 
Christmas, parishioners made baked goods and Christmas treats for them to take 
back to their home community.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
  
Our goals for 2021 are to continue supporting our First Nations parishioners during 
the pandemic and, when restrictions lift, to resume the services at Wequedong 
Lodge and the Cree Evensong at St. Paul’s. 
 
 
Respectfully 
submitted, 
 
Dr. Carol Knox 
Diocesan Lay Reader 
 

Bishop Lydia with 
12 brand new 
Christians and 
their families. 
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VIDEOGRAPHER’S“LIVE-STREAM”  MINISTRY REPORT 
 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
 and give glory to your Father in heaven.”    [ Matthew 5:15 ] 

 
ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES, & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Livestreaming is a new ministry, having commenced in the Fall of 2019 with 
regular streaming of the worship service to Facebook and, since the spring of 
2020, services streamed to YouTube.  Through this ministry, St. Paul’s has been 
able to deliver services to the parish throughout the restrictions on gatherings 
incurred during the pandemic. 
 
As of the date of this report, 107 live streamed worship services and 36 other 
recordings (“Litany of Reconciliation” services, Food for the Soul presentations, 
reading of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, etc.) representing over 100 hours of video 
are available to view any time on our ‘St. Paul’s Media’ YouTube channel. 
 
Overall, St. Paul’s has: 
 

o streamed Saturday, Sunday 10 am and Children’s services since pandemic 
restrictions first commenced 
 

o significantly improved how streams are produced 
 

o streamed wedding, funeral, and special services 
 

Typically, a Sunday service will receive between 150-250 views over the course of 
several weeks.  Children’s services receive around 50 views per service. 
Saturdays are in-between. The weddings, funerals, and other special services that 
we have streamed (ie: Hospice Northwest’s “Hearts & Hope” Christmas 
Memorial service) received between 100 – 450 views. 

 
We would like to emphasize that the projects undertaken, and continuing work, are 
a full parish activity – none of this works without the cooperation and work of 
Archdeacon Kraft and the Ministry Team, Wardens, Music Director Dr. Kim, 
The Ambassador’s Praise Band, and our Property Committee. 
 
A detailed report on activities 
undertaken follows below.  
 

 Who is Your Media Team? 
 
Our new media team 
consists of: 

 
o Laurie Sandham, 
          Website and Production; 
          Sound Tech  
o Deirdre Sandham, Videographer  
o Alicia Sandham, Production; 
                                  Sound Tech  
o Daniel Klein, Sound Tech 

o  Paul, Jordan, and Nathan Malench, 
           Sound Techs 
 

Daniel, Deirdre, and Alicia at 
the helm of our COVID-safe 

“mission control.” 
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 What Goes Into Streaming a Service? 
 
The live portion aside, a significant amount of preparation is involved in streaming 
a service.  The ministry team provides the order of service.  Various members of 
the music team provide songs or hymn lyrics (and where they fit into the service). 
The media team authors a PowerPoint slide deck with title cards, announcements, 
hymns, spoken responses, and any other graphics requested or provided.  The 
media team then also puts together a run sheet with cues as a reference during 
the service.  For one person this consists of about 7 hours of work. 
 
If there is additional content (videos with scripture readings, etc.), then review and 
editing takes hours of additional time to ensure that it fits into the service. 
With the prep work done, the team is ready to stream the service. 
 
 What Goes On In The Gallery? 
 
The “gallery” or choir loft, (above the narthex doors), is where all the stream 
production occurs, as the computer workstation and sound board are there.  For 
most services, we have a crew of three people: 
 

o Videographer: manipulates the cameras, adds titles, switches between 
cameras, selects other inputs (ie: slides, videos), and combinations thereof, 
ie: “picture-in-picture.” 
 

o Production Tech:  controls slides on the laptop, cues videographer, 
monitors social media for issues folks may be encountering 
 

o Sound Tech:  operates sound board for house, monitor, and stream 
 

Before the service, the team is updating content for last-minutes changes and 
performing pre-checks on the equipment. The team also performs sound checks 
and blocking, as needed. 
 
During a service, the team is watching and listening to everything that happens in 
the service, trying to capture a feeling of being at St. Paul’s.  It’s busy! 
 
When the church is open, and the congregation present, the team manages this 
both in-house (the screen behind the pulpit, the sound from the speakers) and the 
stream. The needs of the church and stream are different – for example, we will 
put a microphone in front of a trumpet player – not to amplify the sound in the 
church, but rather to capture the sound for the stream. 
 
 Background 
 
The St. Paul’s media team had been livestreaming services since the fall of 2019 
using a camcorder and computer situated in the gallery. When pandemic 
restrictions were initially imposed in the spring, the team moved the equipment to 
the sanctuary and streamed services on YouTube.  The team noted that the large 
“stadium lights” made a buzzing noise that interfered with the stream.  The lights 
were replaced with bright and quiet LEDs, first in the sanctuary and then in the 
nave.  Thank you to Jouni Kraft for taking the old fixtures to Dutchak’s for scrap 
(they were many and they were heavy). 
 
From there, the project grew in scope as it became apparent that streaming 
services was going to be a long-term need. 
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o An additional circuit was added by an electrician for the majority of the sound 
components; this circuit extends into the gallery, as power there would have 
been inadequate to support all of the components safely 

 Special Vestry 
 
In May of 2020, a Special Vestry Meeting approved funding for new video streaming 
and sound equipment.  Amik Technology was the chosen vendor.  They are a 
Thunder Bay company specializing in integrated audio/video systems.  Amik 
completed installation and commissioning of the equipment by September 1, 2020. 
 
 Equipment Removed 
 
Our Property Committee removed two generations of sound systems, with all old 
equipment removed entirely:  the nine “beehive” speakers that comprised the old 
sound system and the six cabinet speakers from the system prior to that.  Thank 
you to Christopher Willie, Marshall Farquharson, and Ernie Tilbury for 
removing this equipment and to Jouni Kraft for taking the beehives to Dutchak’s 
for scrap and selling the monitor speakers and equipment rack. 
 
Amik removed the two monitor speakers in the sanctuary and the full height 
equipment rack by the organ console; all equipment therein sold or discarded.   
 
The gallery was cleaned, with stored pews and other items removed to prepare it 
for regular use by sound and streaming volunteers.  Thank you to our Caretaker 
J.J. La Haise, Archdeacon Deborah & Jouni Kraft, and Property Committee 
leaders and volunteer Christopher, Marshall, Derrick Tirschmann, John 
O’Brien, Rick Molloy, Al Wainwright, and Solade Nicol for creating a clean 
and professional space. 
 
 Equipment Added 
 
While the proposals from Amik detail the full inventory 
of installed items, a reasonable summary is: 
 

o 2 x Bose speakers in the sanctuary 
 

o 4 x Bose speakers in the nave 
 

o 1 x Bose subwoofer mounted in the gallery 
 

o Quarter-height equipment rack beside the 
organ, centralising connections to the 
sound board in the gallery 
 

o Quarter-height equipment rack in the gallery for computer components 
 

o 4 x wireless headphone microphones; 1 x handheld microphone 
 

o 1x microphone hung above the organ pipes to capture the digital organ 
 

o T.V. (monitors) in the nave, sanctuary, and Babe Hall 
 

o Computer workstation for video streaming 
 

o Digital sound board 
 

o Combination lock on the door into the gallery 
 

o Drop-down wire microphones for the choir rehung in the sanctuary 
 

o iPad for remote control of “house sound” 
 

o Laptop for additional content  ~  PowerPoint slides, images, ZOOM 
 

 

Our spiffy new soundboard. 
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 Additional Comments On The Work 
 
In general, the new wiring is innocuous, with no visible lines. Two existing 
microphone input connections (one by the grand piano, one in the sanctuary 
opposite the rood screen) were checked by Amik and connected into the new 
system.  All audio connections in the nave and sanctuary are known to be working 
and are tied into the new system. 
 
Signage has been posted indicating that folks may be on camera. 
 
Amik provided training and support to the media team for both the computer 
software and sound board. 
 
 Subsequent Changes 
 
As we began streaming services, we ran into situations were additional equipment 
was needed. We acquired: 
 

o a pair of directional microphones and accompanying stands to properly 
capture the sound of the piano (among alternate configurations) 
 

o a passive direct box to amplify acoustic guitars (for The Ambassadors) 
 

o a wireless monitor unit (ie: headphones that we can feed a specific set of  
input channels to) for musicians (The Ambassadors & Dr. Kim  ~  up to 4 
simultaneously) 
 

We did not need help from Amik on the setup of the additional equipment. 
 
Amik did, however, address some other concerns we had.  Our original projector 
didn’t properly fill the screen, and so the picture was rather small.  Fortunately, we 
were able to exchange the unit for one that did.  The original screen chosen for the 
sanctuary turned out to be too small; it was traded for a larger one  ~  we only paid 
the difference in price for the unit.  Last, the camera at the entrance to the nave 
shook whenever people walked into the church.  The wall isn’t load-bearing or 
well-supported, and Amik came up with a dampening solution that has solved the 
problem for all but the most enthusiastic instances. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
The team is committed to supporting St. Paul’s ministry consistently and 
professionally.  We continue to work with the ministry and music teams to improve 
the quality of the experience for parishioners viewing at home and in the church. 
 
When conditions become favourable, we look forward to training additional volunteers. 
 
 How Are You Engaging With The Community and With Those 

Not Involved With The Church? 
 
The live streams are all public, as are the “St. Paul’s Media” YouTube channel 
and Facebook groups.  We regularly have viewers now who are not our traditional 
parishioners. 
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 What Initiatives Have Been Designed to Help Existing Church Members 
Deepen Their Discipleship? 

 
We hope that by providing this ministry that church members can continue to be 
connected to the ministry and teaching in St. Paul’s by engaging online.  As the 
Archdeacon and Archbishop have said, we “feast on the Word” when we cannot 
gather in person, and we hope that this ministry helps to do that. 
 
 How Do Your Activities Welcome Newcomers? 
 
Hopefully, the streams present a positive image of St. Paul’s as a welcoming and 
friendly parish with engaging ministry! 
 
Further, this ministry provides additional volunteer opportunities for those inclined 
to contribute in a technical way. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Daniel Klein 
Livestream Ministry 
 
 

A room with a view . . . Sound board 
and camera monitors livestream a 

socially distanced service. 

“We tuned into the live stream of the Children’s 
 Pageant and it was absolutely wonderful. 
 Julianna was mesmerized, the children did such 
 an amazing job in the video! 
 
 We also really enjoyed the Christmas Eve Service,  
 how special to still have this opportunity during  
 this time.  Thank you!” 
 
 Alexandra & Jeff Jones, Thunder Bay 
 

“We watched the Children’s live stream today and we loved it!!! 
  Thank you so much for doing that.  Merry Christmas!!! 
  Love Bobbie-Jo, Anthony, Mia & Lily Ierino” 
  Edmonton, Alberta 
 

Mia & Lily watch our 
Christmas Eve Service. 

Endorsements for our Live Streams: 
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PWRDF [“PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT FUND”]  REPORT 
 
“Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, 

‘Open your hand to the poor and needy . . .’ ”    [ Deuteronomy 15:11 ] 
 

The Primate’s World Relief & Development Fund (PWRDF) / Le Fonds Du 
Primat Pour Le Secours Et Le Développement Mondial is the Anglican Church 
of Canada’s agency for sustainable development, relief, refugees, and global 
justice. With the support of Anglican parishes across Canada, PWRDF makes 
financial and human resources available to initiatives and around the world. 
 
PWRDF strives to be a part of the outreach ministry of every Canadian Anglican 
parish, an expression of our baptismal covenant to “strive for justice and peace 
and to respect the dignity of every human being.”  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
The year 2020 will be remembered for the pandemic and it reminds us that we are a 
global family and what touches one can touch us all. 
  
The aim of PWRDF at the local church level is to increase awareness of this relief 
and development organization and to encourage and engage church members in 
supporting their causes financially and in prayer. 
  
PWRDF continues to offer help and aid to many projects and programs throughout 
the Anglican Communion worldwide.  In 2019 our PWRDF fundraiser at St. Paul’s 
was targeted to aid farmers to have seed to grow crops in Africa.  In 2020, a small 
online fundraiser in the form of a “Pampered Chef” Party was held by coordinator 
Ann Camber and all host proceeds were directed to PWRDF and Indigenous 
Ministry programs in the North.   In addition, posts and sharing of PWRDF 
information on our Facebook group was undertaken.  Some excellent resources 
such as Lenten and Advent Reflections available by email were posted, as well as 
sharing about our Primate Linda Nichols “Hymn Nights” on Facebook live. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
In 2021, it is hoped that by the end of the year the church will again be able to have 
some fundraising with education on the programs and services of PWRDF.  
Continued publicity will be shared through Facebook and will aim to expand and 
increase commitment to this missional effort. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ann Camber, Diocesan Lay Reader 
PWRDF Parish Rep 
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OUTREACH TO SR. LILA GRECO  RESIDENTS 
 

“Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life.”  [ Proverbs 16:31 ] 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
We began the year by meeting at the regular time of 1 pm on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month for a Communion Service with Reserved Sacrament.  As well as Anglicans, 
many residents from other denominational backgrounds continue to attend 
regularly.  In March, news of the pandemic was breaking, so as a precaution to 
keep the residents extra safe, only the consecrated bread was distributed.  By April, 
services were suspended as churches and senior’s residences went into lockdown. 
 
Because Lent came early, we had been able to hold our Ash Wednesday service 
with the Imposition of Ashes the last week of February.  In addition to our regular 
congregation, quite a number of Roman Catholics attended, which illustrates the 
importance of this outreach.   On the first Sunday in Lent alms jars were distributed 
during our post-service refreshment time.  This year the residents decided to send 
their Lenten alms offering to the Mission to Seafarers.  Irene Wyrozub, (from St. 
Michael’s) whose mother-in-law attends faithfully, was present, and she shared 
about her ministry as a student chaplain with the Mission.  The residents were 
excited to plan a summer trip to visit the Mission trailer and talked about inviting 
friends in the building to join us.  The outing had to be postponed because of 
COVID-19.  It surprised me that a number of the residents insisted on giving their 
Lenten alms offering that Sunday, as if they knew we would not be meeting at 
Easter.   I was able to forward their money on to the Mission. 
 
Sadly, our faithful altar guild person Margaret Napierala had to move to Hogarth 
Riverview because of health challenges.  We discussed how to reach out to her 
and bring her over for the next service but, because of the COVID shutdown, that 
did not happen. 
 
We focused this year on living out Archbishop Anne’s motto of being Jesus’ lights 
in the world.  Examples of how the residents spontaneously did this was their desire 
to invite others to the Mission to Seafarers outing and a lengthy discussion about 
bringing Margaret back over to Sr. Lila Greco for the Sunday service. 
 
During the lockdown I have been keeping in touch with the residents by telephone 
and have encouraged them to phone each other.  Group activities, including meals 
in the dining room, were suspended for most of the year so some were feeling 
quite isolated.   So far, none of them have become ill with the virus.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
We all look forward to resuming regular services when restrictions are lifted.  When 
that happens our goal for 2021 will be to incorporate new residents into our 
worshipping community at Sr. Lila Greco. 
 
Thanks to Sandra Fox who helped first as a Eucharistic Assistant and, after Vestry 
in February, as a Lay Reader-in-Training.  The residents love when she sings a 
communion hymn in Cree. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. Carol Knox,  Diocesan Lay Reader 
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‘ST. PAUL’S CATERING MINISTRY’  REPORT 
 

“Taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.”  [Psalm 34:8 NLT ] 
  

St. Paul’s Catering Ministry is blessed to be a part of special events happening at 
St. Paul’s, such as:   

 Parish Lunches after church 
 Funeral Luncheons (Memorial Receptions) 
 Special requests (Baptismal Celebrations; Food for the Soul workshops)  
 Ladies Luncheons/Dinners with The Rector 
 Vestry Meetings 

 
The most frequent service we offer is to the families that come to St. Paul’s to say 
their goodbyes to loved ones.  We offer a wide selection of delicious sandwiches, hot 
dishes, hors d’oeuvres, and desserts, at prices that are fair and affordable, along with 
our amazing “St. Paul’s Roastery” coffee.  In serving the families at their Memorial 
Reception, we are literally serving God by serving others, and we strive to ensure 
that the family feels loved and taken care of and that their guests feel the same way. 
  

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020:      
 
For 2020, our hope was to see the Catering Ministry continue going strong with its 
amazing core group of volunteers.  In January and February, we were able to 
provide Memorial Receptions for the families of the following:  Linda Rosin, Ruth 
Sutherland (nee Irwin), and John Wreszczak. 
 
Unfortunately, due to COVID19 and the restrictions put in place by governments 
and by the Diocese of Algoma, food services were suspended in mid-March. 
 
The hard-working members of our 2020 team included:      
   Carol Anuik   Christine French             Preetisha Parmar 
   June Brown   Don Forneri             Dorothy Piccinin 
   Ann Camber   Eva Kakepetum            Sandra Rejall 
   Wilhemina Clarkson   J.J. LaHaise             Marty Sauer 
   Colette Makinen 

 
(In 2021, we will continue on without the love, joy, laughter, and skills brought to the team 
by Eva Kakepetum, who passed away in January of 2021.  She will be greatly missed.)  
 
These many hands make light work of planning the menu and purchasing the 
ingredients, preparing the food, setting up and decorating the hall, serving the 
meal, and cleaning up after each event.  If this is something you think you would 
like to participate in, please contact either Carol or Dorothy to have your name 
added to the list. There are many ways in which you can serve in this ministry. 
  

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021:      
  
We look forward to continuing to offer hospitality when food service restrictions are 
lifted and it is safe once again to gather in large groups.  Hopefully we can see this 
happen in 2021. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Carol Anuik and Dorothy Piccinin  
Hospitality Catering Ministry 
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‘ST. PAUL’S CAFÉ’  COFFEE FELLOWSHIP REPORT 
 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.”  [Hebrews 13:2 NLT ] 

 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
 ACTIVITIES  ~ 
 
It is important to recognize the generosity of our Coffee Fellowship Hospitality 
Ministry.  Currently we have 9 “Coffee Teams” that provide snacks, coffee and 
hospitality after our 10:00 am church service each Sunday.  
  
Typically these amazing volunteers personally make coffee and tea and provide 
snacks for the congregation to enjoy as they socialize after worshipping together in 
community.  Team members either purchase or bake delicious treats and ensure 
that they are available after the service.   During the summer we are able to enjoy 
lemonade, water and cookies in the garden after the service at our summer 
Lemonade Fellowship.  Unfortunately because of the COVID restrictions, these 
activities were stopped in March and have not been resumed. 
 
The following persons are members of our Coffee Teams:  
 
  Leigh & Thomas Abthorpe   Erin Ezack 
  Sabrina Angeconeb     Lynda & Marshall Farquharson 
  Sharon Angeconeb     Stacey Cham-Klein & Daniel Klein  
  Brenda Berringer     Deborah & Jouni Kraft 
  Deborah de Bakker     Dorothy Piccinin    
  Amy Bottos      Charlene & Don Shuttleworth 
  Wilhemina Clarkson & Solade Nicol      Deborah Victor 

  

 OUTCOMES  ~ 
 
The Coffee Teams strive to be “Ambassadors for Christ.”  (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
 
To the current team members please know that your efforts to provide delicious 
treats for our parish family are greatly appreciated by everyone who partakes in the 
opportunity for fellowship and refreshment after the service.  Through your service 
to the congregation, you are truly ‘Ambassadors for Christ.’ 
  
Hebrews 13:16  ~  “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
   for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021:      
 
Once we are released from COVID restrictions that do not allow food service, our 
goal for 2021 is to add more teams to the roster and to continue to serve 
hospitality to our fellow congregants.   
  
If you think you would like to create a team of two or three friends or family 
members, please let the Archdeacon or me know and your team will be joyfully 
added to the roster.  Each team provides coffee four or five times per year.  (That 
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number depends on the number 
of Parish Lunches that happen 
throughout the year and the 
number of Coffee Teams on the 
roster.)  Thank you for your kind 
consideration. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dorothy Piccinin  
St. Paul’s Café 
Coffee Fellowship Scheduler 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEMORIAL RECORDING SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  [ Matthew 5:4 ] 
 

As Memorial Recording Secretary, I assist with the processing of donations 
made to St. Paul's in memory of departed loved ones and friends.  I receive the 
details of the donations from our Offering Secretary Ernie Tilbury.  I send each 
donor a St. Paul's card thanking them for their gift along with an Income Tax 
receipt prepared by Ernie.  I then send the bereaved family a special card 
acknowledging donations received in memory of their departed loved one, along 
with a list of names and addresses of the donors. 
  
During 2020 my duties as Memorial Recording Secretary have been greatly 
curtailed because of COVID19 restrictions on Funeral attendance.  As a result, the 
number of receipts and cards sent out were greatly reduced.  I expect to be very 
busy in 2021 as we catch up on all the Funerals that were not held this year!  
 
I want to ensure that the cards sent to the donors and bereaved families are 
mailed out as soon as possible.  I have tried my best to attain this goal I have set 
for myself and hope to continue to meet this goal in 2021. 
  
It is my privilege to continue in this ministry and I look forward to serving in the 
position of Memorial Recording Secretary for St. Paul's. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Veinot, 

BBBeeesssttt   ooofff   
222000222000   

      BBBeeesssttt   RRRoooaaasssttteeerrryyy   
 

  1. St Paul Roastery* 
                                             
   * Winner 2017, 2018, 2019 

Just imagine what 
we’re capable of . . . 

Think of all the amazing things 
our Patron Saint PAUL 

accomplished for the Church.  
He did it all without coffee . . . 

WE SERVE 
TTThhhuuunnndddeeerrr   BBBaaayyy ’’’sss   BBBEEESSSTTT    

COFFEE ! 

Memorial Recording Secretary 
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PARISH PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY REPORT 
 

“The prayer of faith will save the sick.”  [ James 5:15 ] 
 
St. Paul’s Prayer Chain consists of 6 “pray-ers,” people who pray, by name (when 
one is given), for those in need of prayer.  The ministry is strictly confidential so 
there are times when no names or details are given, and that is fine.  All names 
and needs are known to God!  I receive the request for prayer and send it out via 
email to all the members of our Prayer Chain.  Requests are usually made for 
healing, for comfort, for support, for peace, and often for wisdom for medical 
teams.  Members continue to pray for these people until the next prayer request is 
received, or for a specified time.  Archdeacon Deborah is one of our members 
and has provided the group with this initial prayer: 
 

“Almighty and everlasting God, giver of health and healing:  Grant to 
your servant (name of person, if known) such a sense of your presence 
that they may have perfect trust in you.  In all their suffering may they 
cast their care upon you, so that, enfolded in your love and power, 
they may receive from you health and salvation according to your 
gracious will:  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

 
Then we are to continue to pray for the person(s) throughout the next week or until 
instructed to stop, lifting them up to God several times a day, using their name if 
given.  We “pray without ceasing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17): at bedtime, driving 
the car, running errands, sitting quietly . . .  whenever we think of it.  We may 
continue to use the above prayer or something as simple as “Lord, bless and 
restore this person to wellness and to strength,” or “Walk with this person in 
their time of fear and worry,” or even “Bring them safely home.” 

 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
I wish to thank the members of our Prayer Chain for their heartfelt prayers over this 
past year.  This ministry is dependent on members to pray faithfully.  I have heard 
from many people that the prayers they requested have provided real relief, 
comfort, and peace.  The opportunity to pray for someone is a true gift to the 
person who prays as well as to the person who is prayed for. 
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No meeting was held this year to discuss membership or determine if the group wanted to 
use a different prayer.  I have received feedback from the Prayer Chain members and 
some have shared stories and prayers, so we have been able to stay in touch.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
In 2021 it would be beneficial to recruit new members. An invitation to encourage 
new members will go in ‘The Ambassador’ in April and a group meeting, either 
face-to-face or via ‘ZOOM,’ will be held with new members for orientation. 
 
In June, I would like a member to share, either in person or via video, their 
experience of serving on the Prayer Chain.  I would also like to see an increase 
from approximately 25 prayer requests to 40 requests annually.  Prayer is very 
powerful and helpful to those in need.  ‘The Ambassador’ newsletter often has an 
invitation to contact the Prayer Chain, 
 
I look forward to a larger group of pray-ers in 2021, and encourage parishioners to 
contact me with their prayer requests at 629-3431 or sandrarejall@hotmail.com. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sandra Rejall 
Prayer Chain Ministry 
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YOUTH MINISTRY REPORT 

 
“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 

your God is with you wherever you go.”  [ Joshua 1:9 ] 
 
ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
2020 started off as a promising year.  We had meetings from January ‘til March, 
when church closures went into effect due to the pandemic. During those two and 
a half months we were able to gather together, sharing in the fellowship of each 
other’s presence. We played many games, as this is a favourite activity, and 
shared conversations about what is going on in our lives; our Thursday night 
Youth Group provides a ‘safe space’ for the youth to express themselves. 
 
Also during this time we continued to support the ‘Blessing Box’ Ministry and the 
‘RFDA Food Bank’ Ministry by sorting the food donation bins each week. We 
would go through and assign items to each ministry based on what the item was 
such as canned goods in the RFDA box but nonperishable items such as pasta 
and cereal going to the ‘BB.’  The youth enjoyed this weekly act of service. 
  
We continued to talk about various upcoming youth events such as the annual 
Diocesan Youth Synod and, as always, there was great interest from the youth.  
We had tentatively planned to have another ‘Pizza-Party’ Night with the senior 
Sunday School to get to know the kids who will be joining us in a year or so, and 
also possibly an excursion to St. Mary’s in Nipigon, as these were events the youth 
enjoyed in the past.  When COVID restrictions brought the church closure into 

effect we were no longer able to gather 
together, so our plans were put on hold.  But 
the leaders held out hope for the Fall and were 
looking forward to holding these joint events 
then, as a ‘Welcome Back, We Missed You!’  
But alas, that did not come to fruition either. 
  
Over the summer and during the Christmas 
season, the Youth Ministry Committee for the 
Diocese did hold several virtual events:  a 
“Bishops Bear Pit” [left, bottom] with the Primate 
Linda Nicolls and the Metropolitan of Ontario 
Archbishop Anne Germond, a session on 
‘Basic Income’ [left, top], and a holiday party.  
 

   OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES 2021: 
 
For 2021 we are holding out hope that we can 
resume in-person activities in the Fall and 
perhaps even have multiple daylong events 
such as a ‘Retreat’ prior to the year being over. 
 
When we are back, we will gladly take up 
supporting the ‘BB’ and RFDA ministry once 
again, as well as seeking out new opportunities to 
serve the church.  And we will continue to be an 
open and safe space for all those that wish to 
drop in and chat, play a game, or just be present. 

Archbishop, Primate, clergy and youth 
spend some time together-apart in 

the virtual ‘new normal.’ 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jen Snowden, Jasmine Sandham   Youth Ministry Leaders 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REPORTS 
 

“He took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.”  
[ Mark 10:14,16 ] 

 
What a strange and challenging year it has been.  2020 found us scrambling to 
find new ways to reach out to our children as, come March, all of our events were 
put on hold.   God cannot be silenced, however, and after many prayers we 
decided to try different ideas, such as Children’s Bible Study via ZOOM and a 
new Children’s Worship Service.   I am happy to say that our Children’s Worship 
Service is still going strong but we have put our Children’s ‘Zoom’ Meetings on 
hold for now as the children were/are already overwhelmed with the number of 
‘virtual’ meetings they have to attend with school now. 
 

 

NURSERY 

 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
January – March 
 
Our Nursery is a place where parents can find free childcare 
while they enjoy the worship service.  We offer a fully 
supervised, safe environment that has age-appropriate toys, 
books and snacks.  We also have a change table and small 
bathroom right in the room.   And we provide pagers for parents to bring with them 
to the service so the supervisor can easily contact them if needed. 
   
If baby finds that they are not ready to be away from Mom or Dad, parents are 
more than welcome to stay with them in the nursery.   A Sidesperson always 
comes downstairs to let everyone know when it’s time to come up for Communion. 
   
March – December  
 
On March 20, the decision was made to close St. Paul’s doors for the sake of 
keeping everyone safe during COVID.  The nursery was cleaned very well by our 
amazing caretaker, J.J. LaHaise, and has since not been available for use. 
   
I am happy to say that the speaker for the service audio that was not working has 
been replaced with a small television.  Now parents and Nursery Supervisors can 
still watch the worship service while they are downstairs.   
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS  
 
We have amazing volunteers that watch the babies and toddlers during the worship 
service: Lisa Hynd, Lily Luxton, Stacey Cham-Klein, and Destinee Heikkinen.   
   

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021                                                                                                         
 
Once COVID restrictions are lifted and the Nursery is able to be opened for use,  
we will once again offer a safe place for babies to be during the worship service. 
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 Our need for replacement furniture was not able to be addressed in 2020 and 
we are still hoping for a new or ‘gently used’ loveseat and chair to replace 
the ones we currently have, which are really on their last legs and can no 
longer be properly cleaned. 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
January – March 
 
We had an amazing start to 2020 in our Sunday School and 
Children’s Bible Study Class.   Attendance was strong in 
both classes from January to early March. 
   
Sunday School children begin their Sunday sitting in the 
pews upstairs with their parents/guardians until Archdeacon 
Deborah gives her Children’s Talk, after which they come 
downstairs for class.  Our Children’s Bible Study children 

come to class as soon as they arrive at church so they have more time to learn the 
unit they are currently working on.  They take a break to come upstairs for the 
Children’s Talk, then come back downstairs with the Sunday School children.   
Before classes begin or continue, children have a quick Children’s Choir practice 
with Miss Stacey and Miss Patsy to learn fun new songs or sing old favourites.    
 
The Sunday School teachers have a simple curriculum they follow that helps 
children become familiar with the most loved stories and people in the Bible.  
There are colourful felt board sets and tonnes of craft supplies that our teachers 
use to help children learn that week’s lesson. 
   
The Children’s Bible Study class also follow a curriculum that offers a more in-
depth look at specific stories or figures in the Bible.  We were in the middle of 
studying each disciple of Christ individually when restrictions came in, and will 
return to this once we are able to meet together again. 
    
Late March – December  
 
As with everything else, 
Sunday School and 
Children’s Bible Study 
were put on hold because of 
COVID19.  We attempted to 
host a Children’s Bible Study 
class via ‘ZOOM’ but this 
was cancelled after a couple 
of months.  Children were 
overwhelmed with the 
number of digital classes 
they have to attend with 
regular school so it was not 

4 families in fun costumes.  Even the  Jack-O-Lantern is 
masked at our socially distanced ‘All Hallows’ Service!   

Watching summer livestreams 
keeps us connected. 
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working out as hoped (and it turns out I am a terrible ZOOM teacher).   Then we 
implemented a separate child-focused livestream service after the 10:00 am 
Sunday Worship and that is still going strong!  We will continue to offer the 
Children’s Worship Service as it has been very well received. 
 
 Children’s Christmas Pageant  ~  
 
Wow . . . what can I say but “wow”!  The children were amazing!  
A blessing in all of this strange new ‘normal’ has been the fact 
that, because everything is digital, we were able to involve every 
single child that wanted to take part, regardless of where they 
live.   We had so many eager volunteers that we were able to add 
songs and even poems to this year’s Pageant!   The children, 
some from as far away as Toronto and even two girls from 
Finland, dressed up and sent in videos of themselves saying their 
lines or singing their songs.  Everyone did such an amazing job!  I 
put all the videos together as a ‘movie’ which was shown during 
both the 8:30 am and 10:00 am services on December 20 so the 
whole congregation could enjoy the children’s efforts.  The 
pageant was very well received and we intend to carry on a new 
tradition of including children that can’t attend by having them 
send in videos. 
   

 Bible Readings/Peace Videos  ~ 
 
Over the past year, children volunteered to send in a Bible or Gospel reading for 
the livestreamed Children’s Worship Service.  They have also been asked to send 
in videos of themselves ‘sharing the peace’ with everyone or.  Over the season of 
Christmas, videos of the children saying “Merry Christmas!” were also added to the 
livestream. It has been amazing to be able to include everyone that wants to be 
part of the worship service.. 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
I am so grateful for our three wonderful volunteers that we have for Sunday 
School, Bonnie Schiedel, Adrienne Davis, and Alicia Sandham.  With how 
much the class size is growing, we really are in need of more volunteers to 
teach and to help with crafts.  Please talk to me if you think this is an area you 
may be able to help out. 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
I am so happy to be able to continue in this position.  Teaching the Children’s Bible 
Study class brings me such joy and I love to watch the children grow in their faith 
as their knowledge of the Bible and its history grows. 
    

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021 
 
Here’s praying that we are able to meet again at some point in 2021!   Attendance 
consistency did pick up somewhat in 2020 and we are praying that this will carry 
over into 2021 as soon as we are all able to be together again. 

“Happy Birthday, Jesus!” 
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 We will continue to encourage parents to bring their children to Sunday School 

and Children’s Bible study on a consistent basis. 
 

 We will continue to encourage parishioners to volunteer their time to help 
teach and to help with crafts.  “Many hands make light work!” 

 

 

OTHER CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY PROGRAMS  ~ 

 

‘GOD’S GIRLS’ & ‘GOD’S GUYS’ 

 
‘God’s Girls’ and ‘God’s Guys’ are special full-day programs for kids aged 7-10 
that offer “make & take” art and building projects, games, a themed lunch, and Bible 
study in a relaxed, fun environment.  Both events are offered as part of St. Paul’s 
Food for the Soul workshops and are open to all children in the community. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
‘God’s Girls’ was a huge hit when it was hosted in 2019 and we were asked by 
many parents and children alike to please host another.  Prior to COVID restrictions, 
we had planned on hosting not only another ‘God’s Girls’ day spa in October but 
also a ‘God’s Guys’ fun day for boys in June.  
    

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021 
 
 We look forward to revisiting plans for both these programs in 2021. 
 

 

‘FUNTASTIC FRIDAY’ 

 
Definitely a family favourite!  At ‘FUNtastic Friday’ 
children play games, sing songs, make crafts and meet 
new friends while parents enjoy this chance to take a 
break and socialize with other parents.  A home-style 
dinner is served part-way into the evening with a fun 
dessert following shortly afterwards.  We have even had 
some parents volunteer to cook the meal on a given 
night, which really helps out our kitchen volunteers.  In 
response to requests by some, we have stopped asking 
for a “free-will offering" and instead look for people to 
sponsor the cost of one of our ‘FUNtastic Friday’ meals. 
 
The program is open to the community as part of St. 
Paul’s Food for the Soul schedule and runs once a 
month on the second Friday.  Evenings have a seasonal 
or ‘just for fun’ theme (like ‘Easter,’ or ‘Circus,’ or ‘Super 
Heros’) which gives kids a chance to dress up.  We offer  

Drop cloths and painting smocks 
make it okay to get messy. 

simple costumes and face paint as part of the fun. 
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ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
We continued to run this very popular program in 2020, hosting Dinner & Family 
Night in January and February.  Both our ‘Winter Wonderland’ and ‘Valentines’ 
evenings were very well-attended and lots of fun.  We started with some upbeat 
songs followed right away by a hot, homemade and nutritious dinner.  The meal 
wouldn't be complete without a tasty dessert of either a sweet or fruit (or both).  
After dinner, parents gathered for some much-needed downtime with a hot cup of 
coffee and some actual grown-up conversation while the children headed to the 
craft tables, had their faces painted, and enjoyed themed activities and games. 
 
We were unable to host a ‘Funtastic Friday’ Family Night from March onward due 
to the start of COVID restrictions on gathering and food service.   
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 
 
We could not possibly run a program like ‘FUNtastic Friday’ without the hard work 
of our volunteers, so a huge Thank You goes out to:  Marty Sauer, Brenda 
Berringer, Lisa Hynd, Lily Luxton, Stacey Cham-Klein, Myliece Maletta, and 
Jasmine Sandham.  They have worked alongside me each step of the way and I 
am very grateful for their wonderful energy and enthusiasm. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021 
 
We are excited to say that once we are able to meet in person, we will continue to 
host all our wonderful Children and Family Programs.   
 
 We can't wait until such time as we can all get back together again for some 

long-overdue fun and fellowship. 
 

 We will continue to seek meal sponsors for ‘FUNtastic Friday’ so that we do 
not have to pass on the cost of the food to the families we serve. 
 

 

 

It is a great privilege and blessing to me to be part of our Family and Children’s 
Ministries.  Christ’s light shines so brightly in the eyes of a child, and it is when I 
am with God’s most wonderful tiny creations that I most feel His presence.  In-
person or virtually! 
 
We continue to be so very grateful to the family of St. Paul’s; thank you for 
volunteering your time and including us in your prayers to uphold all our Children’s 
Ministries.  Please remember to keep the children in mind as you “joyfully 
tithe.”  Without your financial support we would not be able to offer any outreach 
to children and their families.  God bless you for all that you give. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Laurie Sandham 
Children’s Ministries Co-ordinator 
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‘FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT’ REPORT 
 

“ ‘Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.’ ”  

 [ Matthew 18:1-6 ] 
 
This year was crazy for everyone, Family Movie Night included.  In 2020 we were 
only able to run two events:  January and February.  Each evening was well-
attended despite the cold weather.  By the time March rolled around, we were 
under ‘lock-down’ and no longer had permission to host this event due to COVID19 
safety protocols around social gatherings. 

 
I’m sure none of us expected COVID to last all 
the way until now, and when it seemed likely 
we would be closed ‘til September, we donated 
our unsold snacks and beverages to the 
‘Blessing Box.’   
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Our goal for the year was to continue to be 
self-sufficient (cost wise) and bring in more 
families.  I can honestly say, neither of these 
goals had a chance, as movie nights were not 
held for the majority of the year. 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS 
 
A big thank you to Laurie Sandham and Jen Snowden for all their help in the first 
two months of 2020.   Laurie for advertising and running our Facebook ‘movie poll.’  
Jen for being our amazing ‘popcorn lady.’  And both for helping with the projector. 
   
I also thank the parents that help set everything up so people are as comfortable 
as possible and everyone gets a good seat.  Some of them even stay afterwards to 
help clean up, so I am not there ‘til midnight sweeping popcorn. 
        

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021 
 
Currently, we are still not able to run Movie Night, as per COVID19 restrictions.  I 
don’t think it’s possible to be socially distant at a family church event! 
 
For this year, our main goal is to be able to eventually reopen this family event. 
   
If, sometime in 2021, we are given the green light to go ahead and resume Movie 
Night, we will revisit the idea of restarting this family event.  When we do, we will 
continue to run it for free to encourage both new parishioners and community 
members and those who are sick of paying for every night out. 
 
Since our snack cupboard was emptied when we realized lock-down would be 
more than a month, we will have to reach into our profits to restock it.  We will try to 
remember what everyone liked . . . 
      

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jasmine Sandham 
Family Movie Night Co-ordinator 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 75 - 

CAMP GITCHIGOMEE  SUMMER 

2020 REPORT 
 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the 

skies proclaim the work of his hands.”  
 [ Psalm 19: 1 NIV ] 

 
Camp Gitchigomee is an Anglican 
Church Camp located on Sandstone 
Lake just Nolalu (about an hour & 15 
minutes from Thunder Bay.  Children 
have been attending “Camp G” every summer for 74 years!  Many staff, youth, and 
children have made wonderful memories and lasting friendships, enjoying swimming, 
canoeing, archery, arts & crafts, Bible Study, and evening campfires by the shore.  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OR 2020: 
 
Sadly, in 2020 no campers were able to come spend a week at camp due to COVID 
restrictions.  Despite that, we still needed volunteers to maintain the buildings and 
grounds and to perform building improvements.  Several large projects were 
undertaken, such as siding on the dining hall and installing some new windows.  
Volunteers are always needed at cam; projects include regular maintenance such as 
grass cutting and water testing, in addition to our usual need for camp counsellors. 
The Men’s Breakfast Group of St. Pauls has contributed many volunteer hours to 
maintaining and improving our camp buildings and we are very grateful! 
 
The camp also incurred expenses this year despite not running any activities, but all 
bills were paid and there are still sufficient funds to run our regular Junior, 
Intermediate, and Senior Camps in 2021.  Camp G is very thankful for our EOP 
donors and annual contributors, and also to several tradespeople who offer “gift in 
kind” donations of good and services.  This helps keep our costs down. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED  OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Although it is still uncertain if we will be able to accommodate campers in 2021, 
Camp Gitchigomee’s Board of Directors is actively planning for 2021 in the event 
health regulations allow us to open.  It would be great to see 10 campers from the 
parish come out to camp and enjoy all the activities. 
 
Setting goals for 2021 is difficult because of the uncertainty surrounding COVID, but it 
would be great if at least 5 parishioners volunteered to help out at camp with 
maintenance/building projects.  Painting and grass cutting are always on the agenda; 
it’s a beautiful drive and you can play in the lake when chores are done!  Our camp 
Newsletter is published 3 to 4 times a year and available to read online at our website 
campgitchigomee.ca and copies will also be at the back of the church once in-
person services resume.  If camp is a “go” for 2021, an invitation will be sent to our 
Sunday School children and participants in our Children’s liturgy. 
 
Camp Gitchigomee is also gearing up for our special anniversary: “75+2 in 2022!” 
Please share your stories of camp with me.  We’re excited about this event!  A 
short history of Camp Gitchigomee will be prepared in 2022 and shared with all our 
campers, parishioners, and donors.  Let’s look forward to 2021 and 2022! 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sandra Rejall Camp Gitchigomee Parish Rep 
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MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

“Give him/her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, 
a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.”    

  [ from The Baptismal Service Prayer, p. 160, BAS ] 
 

As a baptized Christian, our purpose is to grow as a disciple of Jesus.  You and I are 

called to use our gifts to the glory of God and to reach out with love.  Through 

worship, prayer, and fellowship, we come to know God and to love God. 

 

This Ministry of Christian Discipleship is an essential ministry at St. Paul’s.  Although 

this year limited our in-person gatherings, celebrations, worship and many Food for 

the Soul offerings, we endeavored to grow as disciples and to walk alongside others 

with a desire to deepen their own discipleship. 

 

 IN THE BEGINNING  ~  HOLY BAPTISM  ( 13 Candidates:  5 infants, 3 children, 1 adult ) 

 

I am writing this section of our annual report during Epiphanytide.  On Sunday, 

January 10, 2021, we celebrated the Baptism of Jesus and we renewed our own 

baptismal vows via our live-streamed service.  Fr. Gordon and I used cedar branches 

to sprinkle all of you. 

 

 

Due to the safety protocols, I did no baptisms until half-way through 2020 and then 

all the baptisms were done privately, 8 in the church, and 1 outside by the shores of 

Lake Superior.  To keep the children safe, I do not hold them during the baptism.  I 

do the pouring of the water with a scallop shell on their forehead but it is a parent 

who holds the child.  I have always cherished walking the baby around the church 

Windy baptism on the shores of Lambert Island.  Grandma Barb Kutcher helps 
her friend Deborah with the ‘chrism’ (blessed oil) to anoint baby Roslyn; the 
Kraft grandchildren assist at the service while Grandpa Walt chats with Jouni.  

Roslyn was the last baby Archdeacon was able to hold at their baptism. 
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after the baptism and I yearn for a return to baptisms during the service, and being 

able to hold the child. 

 

It has been the historical practice of the Anglican Church to baptize people of all ages, 

including infants, and this tradition continues today.  The baptismal candidate 

receives grace in the sacrament of baptism, and this is a wonderful gift to give to a 

beloved child.  Parents and Godparents (also known as ‘Sponsors’) make promises on 

behalf of the child, and these promises are taken seriously.  When the child is 13 or 

older, the person is confirmed and renews their baptismal vows. 

 

During the baptismal service, ‘chrism’ is used to anoint the person with the sign of the 

cross on the forehead.  This marks the newly baptized person as belonging to Christ 

forever.  Each candidate receives a scallop shell that is used for their baptism and on 

which I have printed their Christian names, with gold or silver ink, and that they 

belong to Christ forever.  The scallop shell is an ancient symbol of baptism and of 

pilgrimage, and reminds us of our journey in Christ.  As well, the outstretched ribs on 

a scallop shell represent our open hands which reach out to others in actions of 

kindness and compassion. 

 

The part of the baptismal service that I treasure is when the parents read out to the 

congregation the “Letter of Blessing” that they have written for their child.  

 

Here are some of the 2020 “Letters of Blessing.”  I treasure these outpourings of 

prayers and blessings.  I hope and I pray that these letters are tucked away in special 

boxes for the children to read when they are older.  May they warm your heart and 

renew your soul as they do mine . . . 

 

Child Candidates      Mia Carrie Elizabeth Ierino  &  Lily Nini Mario Ierino 

Baptismal Date:  October 8, 2020        Godparents:  Tayna Dawe; Micheal Ierino 

 

Dear precious Mia & Lily,  
 
Today is your special day!  Today is the 
day you will be baptized at the very 
same church Mommy and Daddy were 
married in and by the same special 
person who married them in 2015.  We 
wanted to take the opportunity to tell 
you a little about your names as they 
have such special meaning.  
 
Lily Nina Maria, you are named after 
three very special women. 
  
 Mommy’s grandmother, Lily Millicent 

Dawe has been an incredible role 
model to Mommy.  She is gentle and 
caring, loves her family and prays for 
you each day.  While you haven’t met 
her yet, she loves you very much.    

 Your second names are from Daddy’s  
grandmothers, Nina Ierino and Maria 
Minnella.    Nonna Nina loves you 
from the bottom of her heart.  She’s 

Anthony & Bobby-Jo with twins Mia & Lily in front of 
the font.  A beautiful family on a sunny Fall morning:  

“receive the light of Christ to show that you have 
passed from darkness into light.” 
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enjoyed visiting with you in Edmonton and has been very happy to have you here in 
Thunder Bay for a visit.  Her smile lights up the room when she sees you and she 
wishes you a bright future with many blessings.  Nonna Maria is overjoyed having 
you as a great granddaughter, and sharing a name with you.  She loves you very 
much and is proud to call you her great granddaughter.  She will love you forever.  

 
Mia Carrie Elizabeth, you are named after two very special women.  
 Daddy loved the name Mia for a very long time so we let him get his way for once!  

Paired with your second names, we thought Mia sounded beautiful  ~  just like you.   
 Your second names are from Mommy’s mommy, Carrie Butler Dawe and Daddy’s 

mommy (Grandma), Elizabeth Minnella.  Mommy’s mommy is an angel in heaven 
smiling down at you and protecting you.  Although you haven’t met her, she loves 
you deeply and will guide you forever.  Although Grandma goes by the name Lisa, 
her baptismal name is Elizabeth.  We wanted to name you after Grandma because 
we love her so much and we are thankful for how much she has helped our family 
since you were born.  Grandma is a treasure that we are lucky to have and she 
loves you more than words can explain.  She loves watching you grow and learn, 
and wishes the best life for you.  

 
Mia and Lily, may your lives be blessed with joy and love.  May angels guide you from 
above and may your hearts be kind and your spirits be strong.  May the world be a 
better place because of your smiling faces.  May the Lord bless you and keep you safe, 
take your hand when need be, and fill your heart with His love. 

 

Infant Candidate      Sophia Rose Alexandra Jones 

Baptismal Date:  December 12, 2020        Godparents:  Derek Noyes, Nadia Trevisanutto 

 
Sophia Rose Alexandra, you are a 
miracle!  You were the best type of 
unexpected surprise, our gift from God!  
You have arrived into a family and 
extended family so full of love for you.  
 
Your Christian name Sophia, means 
wisdom, Rose is beautiful and sweet, 
and Alexandra means helper of 
mankind and is a name passed down 
from your great, great, grandmother.  
 
Your Mom and I cannot wait to see 
what brings you joy, be bold and be 
brave you’ll be on your way up!  You’ll 
be seeing great sights!  You’ll join the 
high fliers who soar to high heights.  
Be kind, be generous, always be true.  
Remember bang-ups and hang-ups 
can happen to you.  It’s how you pick 
yourself up that matters the most.  

We hope you travel and see the world, you can steer yourself any direction you 
choose.  Say ‘yes’ often, but never be afraid to say ‘no.’  Be patient, 

With everyone masked and socially distanced, big sister 
Juliana patiently peeks out from behind Mom Alexandra 
as Dad Jeff holds baby Sophia for Archdeacon Deborah 

to sprinkle with water from the River Jordan and 
anoint as  “Christ’s own forever.” 
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be caring, you are the only you, so never stop sharing.  
 
Find joy every day in God’s gifts.  Sometimes you will have to look for it and 
sometimes it will shine brightly.  Laugh and always look for the humour, life can be 
hard, embrace the relationships that lift you up and eliminate the ones that do not.  
Lean on your family, there are so many of us and we all want the best for you.  
 
Sophia we hope you and Julianna will be best friends, allies and unwavering team mates 
in life.  You must learn from her, teach her and remember the scared bond of sisters. 
 
We have chosen two very special people to be your God Parents. Your God Father, Uncle 
Derek is a gentle, kind soul, who finds the magic in all things.  Your God Mother, Nadia, is 
strong, sweet and wise.  We know these two very special people will help guide you in 
your faith throughout your life, we are blessed to call them our family and friends. 
 
Sophia, live a life full of love, passion, humour and fun!  We love you more then you 
could ever know . . . dream big, we are all here to support you and lift you up.  You will 
move mountains, Yes!  You will indeed! 
 
Love Mom and Dad     (Quotes included from Oh, The Places You Will Go! by Dr. Seuss)  

 

 THE JOURNEY CONTINUES  ~  “LIFE IN THE EUCHARIST” FIRST COMMUNION 
 

                   (9 Candidates) 

 

Since 1971, the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada has recognized the 

unity between baptism and participation in the sacramental life of the Church.  

Baptism is the only sacramental prerequisite to receiving communion.  

 

Although young children can receive communion with the approval of their parents, 

most children at St. Paul’s wait until they are 7 years old and in Grade 2 or higher.  If 

the children are already receiving communion, I encourage them to take the programme 

and to refrain from communion while they are participating in “Life in the Eucharist.” 

 

The church suspensions had an impact 

on the delivery of our Life in the 

Eucharist programme.  I received 

requests from several parents to teach 

the programme even though I could 

not meet with the children face to 

face.  I decided to do the teaching via 

a one-hour weekly ZOOM meeting.  

This method became a blessing as five 

of the participants live outside of 

Thunder Bay, one in England and four 

Kraft grandchildren in Toronto.  

 

Nine enthusiastic children completed 

the six week programme.  We began 

on Thursday, April 23 and ended on 

Thursday, May 28, 2020.  God bless 

Violet, Brynn, Caly, Emma, Clara, 

Daphne, James, Luke, and Eloise.  I  

Children share symbols of their baptism, banners, shells, 
candles, photos, and gowns, at an April ZOOM meeting. 

was conscious of the time difference for 

our Candidate who lives in England. 
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I assigned weekly activities, and all the children worked very hard to complete their 

‘homework.’  They learned by heart The Lord's Prayer and became comfortable with 

the Apostles Creed.  They learned how to look up passages in the Bible and 

memorized a passage from John 14 and Philippians 4.  The children composed the 

Prayers of the People for 2 weeks of prayers for our 11:30 am Sunday morning 

Children’s Service.  I taped the children saying the Lord’s Prayer for our Day of 

Pentecost Service on May 31, 2020. 

  

I left the children with uncertainty on May 28, as I had no idea when we would be 

able to meet in person and share the eucharist together. 

 

Here’s what impressed me about the ZOOM teaching: 

 

 We were able to connect with Eloise in London, England and James, Luke, 

Clara, and Daphne in Toronto. 

 

 The children living in Canada were particularly interested in seeing cars driving 

on the left hand side of the road in England. 

 

 The children are more adept at ZOOM than I am. 

 

 The children felt strongly about the impact of COVID-19 on the disruption of 

their lives.  They really missed school, friends, and activities.  You will see that 

their prayers reflected their world in April and May of 2020. 

 

 I knew that relationships were being built when the children started to chat 

with each on this ZOOM feature during our meetings. 

 

Please speak with me if you are interested in having your child or grandchild participate 

in our next Life in the Eucharist classes.  The child needs to be in Grade 2 or higher. 

 

Here are the prayers that the children wrote for the live-streamed service on May 10, 

2020.  It was sad that we were not able to meet in person. 

 

“PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE”  ~  Written by the children in Life in The Eucharist  2020 

 

 Dear God: 
 
Thank you for our mothers and our grandmothers. 
We thank you God. 

 
 Thank you for our parents and our families. 

We thank you God. 
 

 Thank you for the peace and love that you give us. 
We thank you God. 
 

 

 Lord Jesus: 
 
We pray for all the people in Nova Scotia . . .  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 We pray that COVID-19 will go away . . .  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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 We pray that doctors and nurses will not get sick . . .  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 We pray that we will get to see our friends again . . .  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

 We pray for our classmates and teachers . . .  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 We pray for all those suffering from COVID-19 . . .  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

 We pray for the families of those who have died from COVID-19 . . .  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 We pray that we will get to see our families again . . .  Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

 We pray for everyone . . .  Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

 RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  ~  CONFIRMATION  (Classes started October 1, 2019) 

           

 “Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit; empower her/him 
for your service; and sustain her/him all the days of her/his life.”  

[ from The Confirmation Service, p. 628, BAS] 
 

As Confirmation is no longer required in order to receive communion or to become a 

member of the church, youth and adults become confirmed in order to renew their 

baptismal vows and to deepen their commitment to their faith.  

 

As I mentioned in last year’s Annual Vestry Report, I started a Youth Confirmation 

Class during the fall of 2019.   We had 3 committed and conscientious teen-age boys 

in the class  ~  Evan Caland, Jordan Malench and Nathan Malench.   

 

We also had an adult, Eva Kakepetuem, who had been confirmed in the Roman 

Catholic tradition by a bishop and desired to be received into the Anglican Church.   

 

I am sad to report that our beloved Eva died 

early Sunday morning, Janaury 10, 2021.  She 

received her dying wish and Eva was received 

into the Anglican Church of Canada by 

Archbishop Anne Germond on Friday evening, 

January 8.  Eva knew where she was going and 

she was blessed to have seen Jesus appear at her 

bedside the day before she died.  I am thankful 

that her beloved friend and sponsor Ann Camber 

was with Eva when she passed. 

 

“May Eva rest in peace and rise in glory.” 
 

Here are the Mentors/Sponsors that each candidate chose to walk with them 

throughout their confirmation journey: 
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Evan Caland     Suzy Thornes 

Jordan Malench     Christopher Willie 

Nathan Malench     Sean Kim 

Eva Kakapetuem     Ann Camber 

 

We were planning for confirmation with Archbishop Anne on Saturday, April 18.  

When the restrictions were put into place by the middle of March, we knew that 

travel would not be permitted for the Archbishop and that the church service of 

confirmation would be postponed. 

 

We then decided to meet by ‘ZOOM.’  During the spring of 2020, we had several 

ZOOM meetings and included the mentors/sponsors.  We met until June 9, 2020.  

One of our ZOOM meetings included Archbishop Anne Germond and Archbishop 

Linda Nicholls, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada.  What a gift and thrill it was 

to have Primate Nicholls share her journey of faith.  This would never have happened 

if not for COVID-19.  There are blessings indeed in the midst of tough times. 

 

The candidates focused on the Gospel of Luke and on the history and growth of the 

Anglican Church.  Here are some of the areas that they studied and learned: 

 

   The Christian Faith 

   The 10 Commandments 

   Prayer 

   The Sacraments 

   The Church 

   The Work of The Church 

   Bible Study 

Nathan Malench watches Charlene Shuttleworth 
teaching “10 Fingers 10 Commandments” at our 
last ‘in-person’ Confirmation Class in February. 
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 JOURNEYING TOGETHER  ~  MARRIAGE   (4 Couples) 

           

 “May your home be a haven of blessing and peace.”  
[ from The Marriage Service Blessing, p. 554, BAS ] 

 

The suspension of gatherings of more than 5 people 

and of worship services meant that couples delayed 

or changed their wedding dates. 

 

We still had 4 weddings during 2020, one in a local 

hotel on March 2, 2020, one service in the church on 

February 5, 2020, one very small service in the 

church on March 13, and one outside in a forest on 

June 27, 2020. 

 

Once again, our Deanery “Marriage Prep” 

programme was cancelled.  Due to COVID19, 

we are not planning to hold a Marriage Prep course 

during 2021. 

 

Here is a photo of my niece Johanna Myyrylainen 

and her husband Jaakko Leutri on their June 27th 

wedding day. 

 

 THE END OF OUR EARTHLY PILGRIMAGE  ~  GOING HOME 

           

 “The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  
[ from The Funeral Liturgy, p. 595, BAS ] 

 

The pandemic had an impact on funeral services in the church.  Although each of the 

21 people listed below were connected to our parish family, restrictions on gatherings 

and service attendance meant we were not able to hold funeral services for most.  

We did have 4 funerals  ~  3 before the March church closures, 1 when the church re-

opened in September, and a graveside interment in the summer.  Other family 

members of a loved one who had passed away either held a private service or 

delayed their service until the suspensions are lifted. 

 

I am deeply sorry that, in most cases, I was not allowed to visit your beloved family 

members in hospital or in long-term care homes.  Many family members were not 

able to say good-bye to loved ones and to walk beside them as they lay dying.  This 

made the burden of grieving extra challenging. 

 

Here is a brief legacy about each of the people we lost or held Memorials for this year:  

 

 Barbara Alcorn  ~  she heard the sound of God’s universe in everything she did 

 

 Dalton Baron  ~  a man who sang everyday and found home communions 

           meaningful 

 

 Ruth Sutherland (nee Irwin)  ~  a woman with deep roots at St. Paul’s who dearly 

                                                          loved the Lord and her faith community 
 
 

 Reid Carter  ~  long-standing supporter of the church 
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 Shannon (O’Donnell) Boulton  ~  a courageous woman who found JOY everywhere 

 

 Patricia Davidson (Haverluck)  ~  growing in faith and very interested in St. Paul’s 

 

 Heather Decker  ~  a beautiful and kind person 

 

 Faith Fawcett  ~  a parishioner who moved away but always considered St. Paul’s 

      her spiritual home and who walked with grace and care 

 

 Kathleen Gruen  ~  a committed and compassionate caretaker for her husband 

                              and everyone 

 

 Alice (“Bunnie”) Jarrett  ~  giving and warm 

 

 Audrey Johnson  ~  although she moved away, she continued to support us 

with notes and offerings for the Sunday School 

 

 Lois Johnson  ~  wonderful sense of humour and delight in life 

 

 Lynda Kvarda  ~  fought ALS  with faith and commitment 

 

 Eric Leat  ~  devoted to his country and his family 

 

 Marilyn Midgley  ~  an elegant woman who sparkled with life 

 

 Jim Mucklow  ~  intelligent and conscientious 

 

 Eleanor (“Lal”) Nancekivell  ~  a gracious lady of dignity and intelligence 

 

 Irene Nickerson  ~  signatures of warmth, compassion and grace 

 

 Jacqueline Otway  ~  filled with the healing grace of God 

 

 Linda Rosin  ~  devoted to her grandson Chris Rosin 

 

 William (“Bud”) Smith  ~  a delightful life-long parishioner 

 

 John Wreszczak  ~  he lived a life of service for others 

 

All of the above were blessed with faith and committed to the word of God. 

 

I am grateful for the pastoral care given so freely and lovingly by Deacon Anne Carr.  
 

 OUR JOURNEY CONTINUES  ~  CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP AND GROWTH 

 

 ‘ZOOM’ Friday Morning Worship 
 

It was a personal gift to me to do morning worship together with up to a dozen 

parishioners every Friday morning on ZOOM. Worshipping in community is a 

marvelous way to grow in discipleship. 
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Our Missional focus at St. Paul’s is to be “Food for the Soul” and I was happy that 

Laurie Sandham was able to live-stream some workshops during the spring and 

summer of 2020. 

 

 Rector’s Book Study for Lent  ~  The Book of Proverbs 
 

The Book of Proverbs is part of the wisdom literature in the Bible, including the 

books of Job, Psalms, and Ecclesiastes. 

 

We were supposed to meet for 4 weeks in March.  We were able to enjoy two face 

to face meetings, and by mid-March, in-person gatherings were stopped. 

 

We then started to meet via ZOOM 

and completed the sessions on May 

27, 2020.  We used a study guide 

produced by Life Guide Bible Studies  

~  Proverbs, Learning To Live Wisely  

by William Mouser. 

 

I enjoyed our time together and the 

conversations about the proverbs.  

Many of the proverbs have complex 

meanings and need prayer and 

reflection.  For example, what does 

this proverb mean to you? 
 

“The poor use entreaties but the rich 

   answer roughly.”  Proverbs 18:23 

 

Here is the meaning of the above:  Those without means may have an advantage, as 

they have learned to ask for mercy in humility, but the rich person may have stopped 

depending on God, and become harsh and arrogant.   

 

Although many of the Proverbs are thousands of years old and from the time of King 

Solomon, they have timeless themes that continue to teach us much today.  The 

purpose of wisdom is to maintain social stability through the family, help the 

vulnerable, treat neighbours well, and help us to live a life of integrity through 

trusting in God.  Wisdom comes from God and we must bring God into all of our 

decisions and plans.   

 

The Book of Proverbs calls us all to accept the invitation of “Lady Wisdom” to 

become wise.  Wisdom will help us make the right decisions and listen to the right 

people.  We must learn to avoid dangerous follies and temptations that we 

encounter regularly.   
 

“Better to meet a she-bear robbed of its cubs than to confront                                                       

a fool immersed in folly.”  Proverbs 17:12 

 

In all of our parish plans, may we remember this wisdom proverb: 
 

“The human mind plans the way, but the LORD directs the steps.” 

Proverbs 16:9 

 

 Annual Lenten ‘Quiet Day’  ~  March 13 for Clergy, and March 14 for Lay, 2020 
 

I was sad that we needed to cancel our 17th Annual Deanery Lenten ‘Quiet Days’ for 

Lent 2020 at St. Paul’s, one on March 13 for clergy, and one on Saturday, March 14, 

‘Learning To Live Wisely’ via ZOOM . . . 
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2020 for lay people.  They were to be led by Bishop 

Riscylla Shaw, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Toronto.  

Her topic was going to be Life, Death, and Resurrection.  
 

 Rector’s Fall Book Study 
 

I was privileged to lead a 10 week ‘ZOOM ‘book study.  I 

selected The Book of Forgiving by two priests, a father and 

daughter, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and The Reverend 

Mpho Tutu.  Desmond Tutu won the Nobel Peace Prize in 

1984 and was the former chair of South Africa’s Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission.  His daughter Mpho is the 

Executive Director of the Tutu Institute for Prayer and 

Pilgrimage in Washington, DC, 

 

Here is what Archbishop Tutu writes about why 

forgiveness is essential to becoming fully human: 
 

The quality of human life on our planet is nothing more than the sum total of 

our daily interactions with one another. Each time we help, and each time we 

harm, we have a dramatic impact on our world. Because we are human, some 

of our interactions will go wrong, and then we will hurt or be hurt, or both. It 

is the nature of being human, and it is unavoidable. Forgiveness is the way we 

set those interactions right. It is the way mend tears in the social fabric. It is 

the way we stop our human community from unraveling.  

 

We need to forgive.  The book focuses on their fourfold path of forgiveness: 
 

 Telling the Story 

 Naming the Hurt 

 Granting Forgiveness 

 Renewing or Releasing the Relationship. 
 

Using their own experiences and the stories of others, the Tutus end with an 

affirmation of self-forgiveness. 

 

On average, 15 people attended the ZOOM weekly sessions.  We started on October 

14, and completed our time together on December 16.  We heard painful and moving 

stories about forgiveness and moving forward.  I will be forever touched and moved 

by the authentic comments and stories shared by the participants in this book study. 

 

Here is what some of the participants wrote on our St. Paul’s Facebook page at the 

end of the Book Study  ~ 
 

 I want to sincerely thank [you] for our zoom book study that ended 

yesterday. The fourfold path to forgiveness has transformed my life. I want to 

thank all the participants, your presence gave me the courage to tell my story. 

Self forgiveness for me is in progress.  “I CAN BREAK FREE.” 

    ~  Wilhemina Clarkson 

 It was an amazing class. ~ Lynda Farquharson 

 

 “             “” ~  Jenn Mead 
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 IN CONCLUSION  ~   

 

We walk in faith and we have discovered that we can grow in discipleship even in 

the middle of a pandemic.  We can worship together through live-streams and 

ZOOM.  We can reach out in love and in the name of the Lord even if we can’t 

touch one another.  We can share the peace with our hearts in a digital way. 

 

The key to congregational health in the faith community is for people to commit to 

discipleship. 

 

Here’s what Jesus said about discipleship: 

 

“Everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

John 13:35 

 
Review of Missional Objectives 

and Desired Outcomes of 2020  ~ 

 

Here were my 2020 objectives and my 

comments as to what happened: 

 

1. Lead a 4 week Bible Study of the Book 

of Proverbs during Lent 2020 
 

COMPLETED 
 

My hope is that the wisdom in this book was a blessing to the participants and 

upheld them during their pandemic journey. 

 

2. Offer a spring-time “Life in The Eucharist”  class for children aged 7 and up 
 

COMPLETED 
 

As I have already mentioned, we did “Life in The Eucharist”  with more than 

half of the participants living outside of Thunder Bay.  A desired outcome was 

that the children strengthen their faith and consider the eucharist as an 

essential part of their spiritual nourishment and discipleship journey. 

 

3. Complete Confirmation training and prepare the 4 candidates for their 

April 18, 2020 Confirmation/Reception 
 

COMPLETED 
 

Although Confirmation has been delayed until late 2021 due to the 

Archbishop not being able to travel at this time, I believe that the 3 teen-age 

male participants and their sponsors grew in knowledge and in faith. 
 

My prayer is that these young confirmands and their adult sponsors will 

always know the love of God and share it with others.  

 

4. Walk with people in their journeys of discipleship 
 

Due to the pandemic, we needed to change our ways in which we reached 

out to people.  Snail mail, e-mails, Facetime, texts, phone calls and ZOOM  

became the ways in which we connected. 
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I believe that we achieved our desired outcome of people growing in 

understanding of the significance of being a disciple. With many activities, 

travel and get-togethers cancelled, people focused on what was truly 

important in their lives and that includes their faith and walk with God. 
 

I thank you for sharing your faith stories with me throughout 2020. 

 

Missional Objectives and Desired Outcomes for 2021  ~ 

 

1. Hold a celebration of First Communion for our Life in the Eucharist participants 
 

We will do this during July 2021 as we can worship outside if we need to.   

 

2. Invite Archbishop Anne for Confirmation during the fall of 2021 
 

Our hope is that Archbishop Anne will be able to travel to Thunder Bay, and 

preside at a confirmation service. 

 

3. Continue with Friday Morning ZOOM Worship every Friday at 9 am 

 

4. Lead at least one Book/Bible Study 
 

The study will most likely occur on ZOOM.  People enjoy being cozy and 

staying home in the evening and saving on ‘travel time.’ 

 

May God bless you with daily signs of God’s presence, and with the spiritual 

discipline needed to grow as a disciple of Jesus. 

 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must 

deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me.” 
 

Matthew 16:24 

 

 

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Deborah+   
The Venerable Deborah Kraft 

Rector and Archdeacon 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL’  DRAMATIC READING REPORT 

 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 

as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”  
[ Peter 4:10 ] 

 

Aspirations, Activities & Outcomes of 2020: 
 
We aspired to continue bringing a longstanding St. Paul’s tradition  ~  a dramatic 
reading of Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’  ~  to the community, and to raise 
funds in support of the Blessing Box ministry.  This year we did it in a new way. 
 
We created a weekly series of videos, released on the ‘St. Paul’s Media’ YouTube 
channel.  Each video was a Stave of the story, with the final of five staves published 
on Christmas Eve.  Each video featured an introduction by Archdeacon Kraft 
followed by the reading itself. Further, an opening title graphic was created, and 
music recorded, especially for the videos.  In each video description was a link back 
to our St. Paul’s website with a plea to consider donating to our BB. 
 
We advertised the production through Facebook and Archdeacon Kraft mentioned it 
during our live-streamed services.  Our readers this year were: 
 

 Stave I: Deborah de Bakker 

 Stave II: Daniel Klein 

 Stave III: Alicia Sandham 

 Stave IV: Bonnie Schiedel 

 Stave V: Jouni Kraft 
 
As of this report, the videos have been viewed nearly 200 times. Unfortunately, 
there’s no direct way to gauge if folks donated as a result of viewing the videos, but 
we hope they were encouraged to do so. 
 
Our thanks to everyone who has enjoyed the production, those who donated as a 
result, and to all our readers! 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Plans for the next year have not been finalized, and will strongly depend on the 
pandemic situation. 
 

 How Are We Engaging With The Community and With Those 
Not Involved With The Church? 

 
These videos are available to everyone who finds us on Youtube! There is a 
dedicated channel on our ‘St. Paul’s Media’ profile where folks can easily find all of 
the Dickens readings. 
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 What Initiatives Have Been Designed To Help Existing Church Members 
Deepen Their Discipleship? 

 
The entire production is built by St. Paul’s parishioners.  In arranging the cameras, 
costuming, music, and so forth, the videos are a team effort that requires many hands.  
We very deliberately choose to invite folks within the parish to read and contribute. 
 

 How Do Your Activities Welcome Newcomers? 
 
Hopefully, the production acts as welcome itself and creates some interest in the 
sorts of ministry St. Paul’s engages in. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Daniel Klein 
Production Manager, 
‘A [Virtual] Christmas Carol’ 

Clockwise from top:  Readers 
Alicia, Jouni, Bonnie, 
Deborah, Daniel, and 
Archdeacon Deborah.  

“God bless us, every one!” 
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“FOOD FOR THE SOUL”  SPIRITUAL GROWTH WORKSHOPS REPORT 

 “I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with 
knowledge and understanding.”   [ Jeremiah 3:15 ] 

St. Paul’s has become known for our community outreach.  Our Facebook page 
continues to draw interest from outside the parish and word has gotten around about 
the wide variety of programs we offer.  We have been seeing more and more new 
faces with each Food for the Soul class.   

Food for the Soul started out with a huge bang in 2020.  We had our regular 
workshops and groups such as ‘FUNtastic Friday,’ ‘Grown Up Game Night’ and 
‘Why Knot Knit?’ that continued to be great draws.  We also had an amazing line 
up of events coming up in our Winter/Spring schedule, a few of which we were able 
to run before ‘lock-down’ started. 

On February 15th we were able to host a very special out-of-town speaker, Dr. Jason 
Lepojarvi, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at Thorneloe University who 
spoke about renowned Christian author C.S. Lewis’s views on “God and Love.” This 
day-long workshop was combined with our February Men’s Breakfast and was perfect 
for Valentine’s Day.  We were please to find many in attendance that had never been 
to St. Paul’s before.  We were also very pleased to have more amazing volunteers 
from our parish step forward to offer their talents, such as Marion Walsh who ran a 
children’s ‘Learn To Sew’ class which was filled to capacity within a week of posting.   

Then COVID happened and we put everything “on hold” to see what was going to 
happen.  When we realized that lockdown would last for a while, we went through our 
snack cupboard and freezer for food that would have been used for FUNtastic Friday, 

Movie Night, and Game Night as well as baking that had been 
generously supplied by parishioners for the other workshops, 
and we donated anything with a shelf-life of less than a year to 
the “Blessing Box.”  (So basically we kept the popcorn.) 

We also started to offer online and live-stream classes.  At first, 
they were quite successful; classes like ‘Stress Management’ 
by Ann Camber and ‘Life Teachings Through Woodland 
Art’ by Eva Kakapetum had quite a few views.   Archdeacon 
Deborah online Book Study on “The Book of Forgiving” was 
also very well attended.  Then it seemed that people started 
to get overwhelmed with online classes and interest tapered 
off, with each class having less and less views.  We have 
since decided to take a break from online workshops with the 
hope of starting up again during Lent.  

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED  OUTCOMES FOR 2021:  

We are praying that we will be able to meet at some point in 
2021 and are looking forward to starting up our programs 
again.  In the meantime, we are hoping to have a few people 
come forward that would like to teach an online class once we 
start up again in April.  And if you have an idea for an online 
workshop you’d like, please contact me.  Stay safe everyone! 

 ‘Hobbit’ Laurie and ‘Ent’ Dr. Jason 
Lepojarvi compare perspectives.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie Sandham 
Food for the Soul Coordinator      - 91 - 
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SHELTER HOUSE  LUNCH MINISTRY REPORT 

 
“If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness  . . . 
and you shall be like a watered garden.” 

 
 [Isaiah 58:10-11] 

 
The people of St. Paul’s served their first meal at Shelter House over 50 years ago.  
Because the need for a daily, free, hot meal for people in Thunder Bay continues, so 
does our outreach.  On the third Tuesday of every month, a hardworking, dedicated 
group of volunteers still gathers at Shelter House to prepare and serve a delicious, 
nutritious hot meal.  
 

ASPIRATIONS ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 

 
As with every other aspect of our lives, the COVID19 Pandemic changed our St. 
Paul’s Shelter House Lunch Ministry in a profound way. 
 
In 2020 we planned to continue our monthly lunches at Shelter House and we were 
able to carry that out as usual in January and February, with delicious hot meals for 
about 150 people each month.  By the time the third Tuesday in March came 
around, the world had changed for all of us.  The pandemic had arrived in Canada 
and we were in ‘lock-down.’   
 
In response to the lock-down restrictions, Shelter House changed its meal delivery 
format from indoor sit-down meals to a take-away box lunch that clients would pick 
up from outside the building.  With the pandemic restrictions in place, we turned 
the hot turkey dinner we’d planned for March into turkey sandwiches with salad 
and fruit that could be easily given out at the door.  The St. Paul’s Shelter House 
Lunch group is nothing if not adaptable! 
 
Since that time we have not been able to gather at Shelter House to prepare any 
meals.  The important work there continues, but without community volunteers at the 
moment.  We donated what food we had on hand in the freezer at the church to 
Shelter House along with $200 we had on hand for groceries.   
 
Unfortunately, there are still many, many people in our city who need the meals and 
supports provided by Shelter House.  Being hungry and homeless in Thunder Bay is 
never easy but it is even more challenging in the midst of a pandemic.   
 
If people wish to continue to support this important work, monetary donations can be 
made directly to Shelter House for which they will issue tax receipts.   
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 

 
Our hope for 2021 is for a return to normalcy for this important community outreach  
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ministry.  That may be possible later in the year, once we have all been vaccinated.  
Then we will be looking for volunteers to once again staff our “kitchen” at Shelter 
House on the third Tuesday of the month. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Anuik, June Brown, and Brenda Baughman 
Shelter House Lunch Ministry Co-ordinators 
 
 
 
 

Brenda, June, and Carol: 
just a few of our happy, 

helpful crew! 

Roy, Geoff, Derrick, 
Marshall, Rose, Jim and 
Brian:  just a few of our 
Men’s Breakfast kitchen 
crew who whipped up a 

feast of pancakes and 
sausages for our annual 

Charity Supper. 
 [The rest of the guys are 

out in the hall serving 
tables set for 150!] 

Shrove Tuesday was on   
February 25, 2020, our 

last parish gathering 
before COVID closures. 
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MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP REPORT 
 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ "   [ John 12:12 ] 
 
Usually I begin this report relaying what a good year we had.  However, this one is 
different, to say the least.  We started out good in January and February as usual, 
and then COVID19 hit and everything ground to a halt.  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Fortunately, we did manage to host our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
which went well, and we raised a few hundred dollars for Peter Panetta’s 
Underground Gym youth drop-in centre. 
 
Membership remains good.  Most breakfasts we maintain close to a couple-dozen 
guys.  We have no problem with volunteers in the kitchen to help with cooking and 
clean up.  We rotate through four different menus featuring pancakes, eggs, ham, 
sausages, and an egg, ham & veggie casserole with an egg & veggie only option. 
 
We only had two speakers this year.  In January we heard from three gentlemen 
who started the “Wake The Giant” initiative to help local business etc. be more 
welcoming to the Indigenous community.  St. Paul’s has joined this effort.  Then in 
February, we had a professor from Thorneloe U talk about Anglican theologian C.S. 
Lewis’s writings about love (“God is Love, But Is Love God?”).  This was open to 
everyone as a Food for the Soul workshop and was very well attended.  Thanks to 
Archdeacon Deborah and Laurie Sandham for making the arrangements (we just 
handled the cooking). 
 
Due to COVID19 restrictions, our annual Easter Eve Fish Fry charity fundraiser 
was cancelled and, so far, it looks like it won't happen again this year, along with our 
Pancake Supper.  As well, our usual trek to Camp Gitchigomee never materialized. 
 
As usual, our aspirations are to encourage more men of all ages to attend our 
breakfasts.  Unfortunately, the younger gents tend to have family obligations Saturday 
morning.  Again, COVID has changed the landscape, so we never got far on this front. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
For 2021 we will try to continue to bring Christ’s love to all men and maintain our 
continued involvement in the church.  Unfortunately, due once again to COVID, it 
looks like we won't be getting together again socially until the fall. 
 
The Men's Breakfast Group offers genuine fellowship and maybe an opportunity to do 
some of God's work.  We are open to all men of the congregation and neighbourhood 
and extend an offer to come and join us.  
It’s a lot of fun and very casual, interesting, 
and maybe even a bit educational.  Come 
try us out and make some new friends!! 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dave Middleton 
Men`s Breakfast Chair 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 95 - 

‘BLESSING BOX’ COMMUNITY OUTREACH REPORT 

 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver.”  

[ 2 Corinthians 9:7 ] 
 
Our Blessing Box mission to help out neighbours of our church who are hungry has 
been generously supported from the very beginning with cheerful givers in our 
parish, and also in our neighbourhood.  We are happy to report that our ‘BB’ is 
100% operated with volunteer time and money and supplies.  Our BB mission is 
blessed with parish wide enthusiastic support. 
 
Our BB mission was approved by St. Paul’s Advisory Board in November of 2019 
and our BB was installed and ready for use by early December of that year.  Ours is 
one of many positioned throughout the city by Giant Hearts of Thunder Bay.  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 

1. We filled the BB twice a day with food and notions every day of the year: 
   

a. This was accomplished by maintaining a volunteer schedule of 14 people 
filling the box once a week.  To keep the schedule full we have eight 
people who have done this from day one, 80 people who have 
volunteered weekly or for a block of weeks, and casuals who fill in as 
needed.  We also have regular volunteers who help to sort and package, 
re-package food and toiletries, and who help move donated food from 
point ‘a,’ to ‘b,’ to ‘c,’ to our shelves in the vestibule. 

  
b. We are thankful that when we call people for help, 99% of the time we 

receive a cheerful “Yes” or “Sure!”  Thank you all. 
 

2. The Blessing Box is entirely supported by individuals from our 
parish and neighbourhood:  

 
a. Many parishioners bring food for the box when they are able to attend 

worship services.  Some bring in whole grocery orders, or weeks’ worth of 
food every month. 
 

b. Laurie Sandham with FFTS ran a food drive called a “Reverse Advent 
Calendar” that got people donating a food item a day for Advent.  Other 
groups have also made BB the beneficiary of their event donations, like 
Daniel Klein’s online production of ‘A Christmas Carol.’ 

 
c. We also have BB users who give food back as they are able; Pam 

Delgaty and the Nurse Practitioners across the street who have filled 
the box every Tuesday for a year now and are willing to do more if asked; 
and Isthmus school group who pack their food bags at St. Paul’s and 
have seen our project and given us food out of their donated stock  ~  
food that we can use but which isn’t suitable for their backpacks. 
 

3. Ensure that we are always stocked with a wide variety of suitable 
food for the BB and the people who use it: 

 
a. Established a fund of money with donation dollars for a BB shopper to 

purchase food items as needed.  This is also a way to take advantage of  
bulk buying and sales.  Marty Sauer is our shopper. 
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b. Many support us with donations of money.  Some donate weekly or monthly. 
 

c. We held a Thanksgiving Blessing Box Memorial Fundraiser and we 
raised over $1200 by All Saints Day November 1st, when memorials 
were published at our socially distanced services.  The money raised 
would ensure we were well stocked with food over Christmas and through 
the months of January and February, and helps us to weather the COVID 
gathering restrictions and church closures. 

 
d. Two parishioners, Lynda Farquharson and Carol Anuik, sorted through, 

cleaned and organized stored treasures of china, jewelry, and other 
‘collectables’  from past church Bazaars.   These were sold on an ‘honour 
system’ for $1 and $2 donations and made about $200 for the BB. 

 
e. We have a line in our church operating budget and it is there as backup if 

needed.  We haven’t yet needed to use it. 
  

4.  We established basic guidelines and procedures and organization  
     structure: 

 
a. We maintain a monthly log of volunteers who are filling the BB, and a list 

of volunteers willing to fill in for regulars or replace them.  Linda Veinot 
manages volunteer requests and calling. 

 
b. Provide easy access to our BB for people who need it. 

 
c. Offer a wide range of safe food and toiletries to meet the needs of users 

of the BB. 
 
d. Provide accessible church space where people may leave food donations 

and also a space where we may store and sort items that come in. 
 
e. Make filling the box as easy and quick as possible for our volunteers 

 
5. We established a new “Pantry” for our donations and supplies: 

 
We are using the left half of the vestibule (the ‘Narthex’) as our BB “depot,” 
which provides easy access through our front door.  Dorothy & Rick 
Piccinin organized and put together our very sturdy and good looking metal 
shelves which are movable if necessary.   This was a terrific improvement 
over the cardboard boxes that we rapidly outgrew.  The vestibule looks tidy 
and welcoming, and everyone can see at a glance what we have, and can 
easily pick up what they need for filling the BB. 
 

6. We secured a new Blessing Box after our original was damaged: 
 

Jouni Kraft, with a little help from his friends, built us a very strong base and 
post that he anchored securely in the ground for our BB.  He then 
repositioned a replacement box on the new base that also was sturdier than 
the original one.  This was in response to vandalism of the original and, so 
far, it is standing strong!  Giant Hearts provided the replacement box. 

 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2020: 
 

1. Fill the BB twice a day with food and notions every day of the year.  
  
2.  Make our Thanksgiving Blessing Box Memorial fundraiser an annual event. 
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3. Maintain congregational support for the Blessing Box mission as it becomes a 
long term commitment of time and energy and money.  This we hope to 
accomplish with publicity of our successes, recognition of volunteer efforts, 
and sharing of peoples stories about what the BB means to them. 

 
4. Learn from this first year of operations and adapt policies and procedures as 

needed.  We especially need to continue to refine our food choices for what 
works best according to seasons, and for what most closely meets the needs 
of our neighbourhood, and what is safest and healthiest to provide. 

 
5. Provide our people who donate food with regularly updated lists of 

recommended or needed foods and toiletries. 
 
6. Make an effort to pass on donated items that aren’t appropriate for our BB, 

i.e.:  items that are too big or too complex to prepare, or clothing items that 
are too used or too bulky for our box.  The RFDA Foodbank (Regional Food 
Distribution Association) gets any of our oversize food donations, which is 
good because we are helping many of the same people. 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to a great start up year.  Special thanks to 
Jen Snowden, Linda Veinot and Will Wilson for committee work in initiating the 
set up and implementing our BB mission. 
 
 
Report submitted, 
 
Alison Arthur 
‘Blessing Box’ Co-ordinator 
 
 

Dorothy and Alison pause to admire the tidy new 
‘BB Pantry’ they set up and stocked.   Nice work! 

Jouni installs our new Blessing Box 
on a sturdy metal post securely 

anchored in concrete. 
 “Let’s see them knock this over!”  
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 ALTAR SERVERS REPORT 
 

“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to help them.”  [Hebrews 6:10] 

 
It is a great privilege for me to work with such a wonderful group of young people 
who serve Christ in so many ways.  Severs perform many duties: lighting the altar 
and processional candles before services; communicating with the Clergy and Lay 
Readers as to what special activities may be required; carrying the cross and 
torches; assisting the Clergy at the altar during communion and with clean-up of the 
altar at the end of the service.  I am very proud to be working with this team, who 
are so willing to serve, eager to learn, and respectful of the church’s sacred spaces 
and furnishings and liturgical traditions.  
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
In 2019 we saw the Servers group grow with new servers.  However, 2020 brought 
us to a new reality of how vulnerable we are as a species.  Late in 2019 a new virus 
was introduced to humans, which, at the time we had no vaccine for, and no known 
immunity to.  We have all been affected by this outbreak and our worship services 
have been affected drastically. This past year in 2020, our servers have basically 
been “on sabbatical” since the first lock down.  We had several goals for the year 
that really did not happen because of COVID19 restrictions and lock downs. 
 

OBJECTIVES & OUTCOMES THAT WERE EXPECTED FOR 2020: 
 

1. We were to continue training with our servers to develop/enhance their skills 
and abilities. 

 
2. We were to continue to look for people who are interested in learning more 

about what happens at the Altar during services. 
 
3. We had planned to work with the older Children’s Bible Study class of our 

Sunday School to develop an interest in serving among our youth. 
 
4. We wanted to continue to update a training plan for our servers. 
 
5. We were to work on the challenges the torch wax presents for the floors and 

find an appropriate solution to preserve the life of the carpet. 
 
All the above goals were not achieved in 2020 because of the pandemic. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 

 Find a way that servers can participate in the worship service throughout the 
remainder of the pandemic. 
 

 Continue with our objectives from 2020 when we return to normal in-person 
worship services. 
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Should you be interested in volunteering as a server, please contact Archdeacon 
Deborah at stpauls.rector@shaw.ca or call/text her cell 624-7161.  You may also 
contact Scott Meredith at scotmer@tbaytel.net or call/text my cell 630-2084.  
 

A Servers Prayer  ~ 
 

“Almighty God, empower us, we pray, 
to serve in your Holy Sanctuary 

with grace and power. 
Enable and strengthen us to do Your will 

and in all  things to remember that 
one day in your presence 

is worth a thousand anywhere else. 
This we pray through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 

[from the Acolyte and Head Servers Training Manual) 
 
  
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Scott Meredith 
Servers Co-ordinator 

Scott is easy to find in his Lay Reader garb, standing with some of his fellow Parish Officers at 
their Installation, February 23, 2020.  Just in time before the end of in-person worship. 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
mailto:scotmer@tbaytel.net
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SCRIPTURE LECTORS REPORT 
 

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be 

 proficient, equipped for every good work.”   [ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 ] 
 
Roughly an equal number of women and men 
ranging in age from early 20’s to early 90’s read 
scripture at our four weekly services.  Prior to 
COVID-19 there was a regular schedule of 8 
people for the Sunday services at 8:30 and 10 
o’clock.  On Wednesday and Saturday people who 
attended that day were called on to read. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
When COVID-19 caused the closure of churches 
for in-person worship some of the Lectors were 

able to send in a video of their scripture reading to be included in the video 
broadcast.  These video inserts were particularly uplifting to our spirits during the 
summer when lectors sent in their videos from outdoor settings. 
 
With the re-opening of the church building in September for in-person worship, the 
restriction of not sharing microphones required that one person read the scripture 
lesson, the psalm, and the Prayers of the People at the 8:30 service and the 
scripture lesson and Prayers of the People at the 10 o‘clock service.  Many of the 
Lectors and Lay Readers are of senior years and have health challenges that 
precluded their ability to return to in-person worship or to manage all that was 
required.  Thankfully a number of parishioners who were attending in person 
responded to the invitation when the need for their help was explained.  A special 
thanks goes out to Sharon Forshaw who became a regular assistant at the 8:30 am 
service where the need was greatest.  It was a joy and privilege to teach many of 
the regular Lectors how to lead the Prayers of the People.  This included how to find 
the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer on Algoma’s website and where to find various types 
of prayers in the BAS (the Book of Alternative Services).   Personally, I enjoyed 
getting to know these parishioners better as I mentored them through the process 
over a number of weeks.  And, as a sign of God’s blessing to us even in the midst of 
COVID-19, we now have more people who feel comfortable assisting at services.  
Our Cree speaking Diocesan Lay Readers are aging and thanks be to God, two 
younger Cree speakers Sandra Fox and Sharon Angeconeb have become regular 
participants in this ministry.   When the church building closed again in early 
January, we were blessed to have faith-filled Cree and English speakers equipped 
to read scripture and lead prayers both in person and by pre-recorded video. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
The goal for 2021 will be to resume a regular schedule as soon as feasible, given 
the restrictions of living with the virus.  When we are no longer restricted by COVID 
protocols I expect that Lectoring and leading prayers will be done by different people 
once again, so that more parishioners can be involved in assisting with the service.   

 

Respectfully submitted  
 
Dr. Carol Knox,  Diocesan Lay Reader 
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  [ Acts 2:42 ] 

 
I’d like to share our opening prayer for meetings of the Altar Guild, because it tells 
you what we do and why, and gives you an idea of the joy and peace that we are 
blessed with as we take care of the sanctuary, chapel and altars. 
 
Prayer for the Altar Guild  ~ 
 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, you have desired to be worshipped 
in spirit and truth, and in the beauty of holiness: We humbly ask you to 
fill us with your bountiful Spirit and bless the work of our hands and the 
thoughts of our heart; that we may serve you in holiness as we prepare 
your Altar for worship; that the congregation may know you through 
your Word and Sacraments; and may your Name be exalted in this 
place; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
St. Paul’s Altar Guild currently has seven members and is headed by Archdeacon 
Deborah.  Members are Wilhemina Clarkson, Sharron Forshaw, Deborah Victor, 
Linda Veinot, Carol Anuik, Lynda Farquharson and Alison Arthur.  Anyone with 
an interest in this vital ministry is welcome to join us in our service to the Lord.  
Training and handbook for reference provided!  We welcome “snow birds,” people 
with busy schedules, and any level of commitment to assist people can offer. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
Our work for care of the altar and support of worship services including preparation 
for Eucharist, was greatly curtailed and changed with COVID19 restrictions.  Church 
was sometimes open and sometimes closed, and the number of participants was 
changeable for regular worship and for special services including funerals.    
Eucharist was at first offered with wafers only, then not offered at all.  New sanitizing 
procedures were carefully followed.  This was not the year to seek to expand our 
membership and the seven of us were able to manage what was expected of us 
while serving during a pandemic. 
  
  Goals Accomplished ~ 
 

The copper bowl in our font had been beautifully polished and looks like new, 
thanks to know-how and elbow grease by Lynda.  Likewise the pulpit has been 
cleaned and polished and looks much brighter.  We can do little about the railings 
on the pulpit where the brass finish had completely worn away.  The last supper 
brass picture in the chapel was polished and you can actually see the disciples’ 
figures and faces now. 
 
New linens were not required for 2020 or for 2021. 
 
Manual was not revised in a formal way as our attention was on managing 
changes to our service as we followed COVID19 rules and regulations. 

 
  Activities  ~ 
 

Altar Guild work was greatly simplified as we adapted first to Diocesan protocols for 
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conducting safe in-person Eucharist and non-Eucharist worship services, and then 
again for live-streamed services.  Later in the year, our number of weekly services 
were reduced.  This, combined with no wine being offered in Eucharist services 
greatly reduced our use and care of linens. Reduced number of services also 
reduced our preparation time during the week.  When we were in to prepare for 
services we were careful to wear face coverings and maintain social distancing. 
  
We focused on preparing the altar for live streaming which meant placing flowers 
from parishioners on the altar whenever possible, keeping the sanctuary candle 
burning and having processional and altar candles ready for lighting.  We purchased 
a beautiful new Pascal Candle for use during Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals and 
Easter and Christmas times.  We continued to provide palms for waving  ~  for a 
“Drive-By Blessing” instead of a worship service  ~  and palms for making of Palm 
Crosses, and carnations, again for a “Drive-By Blessing” to celebrate Easter. 
 
Guild members helped to clean and clear out our church gallery to make it a 
workable space for the church videography team.  Big bonus for us was finding 
an accessible and clean spot for storing of our church liturgical banners.  They no 
longer have to be carried up and down the small staircase to the gallery and that 
is much safer and more convenient. 

 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
  
 Update our guild manual, and include a description of how to adapt altar care to live 

streaming of worship services. And how to provide services during a pandemic. 
 
 Clean and polish retable, altar and surrounding wood, refurbish baptism bucket.  

All are tasks we have more time for during church closures. 
 
 Continue to support ministry staff with set up and clean up for small private weddings, 

baptisms and funerals, as well as regular worship services when church is opened. 
 
 Offer on line ways for parishioners to put flowers on the altar for those willing to 

beautify our altar for Sunday worship services even with limited means for 
distributing flowers after services.  We do expect fewer weeks coverage. 

 
 Ensure that all linen, liturgical vestments and frontals, banners are ready for 

return of regular worship services. 
   
 Maintain our supply of candles for baptism, wedding, confirmation and regular services. 
   
Thank You to everyone who supported us by giving to our Easter and Christmas 
Memorial Flower fundraising.  Thank You also to those who remembered to put 
flowers on the altar even though you couldn’t be in church to check the “Flower 
Chart.”  We are grateful that you care deeply for the beauty and holiness of our altars 
and sanctuary and chapel, and appreciate our mission to care for these holy places. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Alison Arthur 
Altar Guild Chair 
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SIDESPERSONS & GREETERS REPORT 
 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the LORD, knowing that in the LORD your labor 

is not in vain.”   [1 Corinthians 15:58 NLT ] 
 
Here at St. Paul’s, in 2020, we were fortunate to have many dedicated Greeters and 
Sidespersons whose main responsibility is to welcome those who attend our 8:30 

am and 10:00 am Sunday Worship services.  As faithful stewards, Greeters and 
Sidespersons team members bring God’s grace, love, and peace to everyone 
worshipping at St. Paul’s each Sunday. 
 
Unfortunately, with the onset of the COVID19 virus, the original outcomes had to 
change in accordance with COVID protocols. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES, & OUTCOMES of 2020: 
 
The functions performed by our Greeters and Sidespersons in 2020 before COVID 
protocols were put into action were: 

 
 To offer a friendly welcome, a bulletin, and a Bible to people as they enter the 

church and to operate the elevator before and after each service.   
 To identify visitors and new members to St. Paul’s and to ensure that they are 

made to feel welcome and to feel included in the St. Paul’s community.  
 To provide support during the communion by bringing the gifts to the altar 

and by assisting people as they go to receive communion.    
 To they ensure that the church is tidy and locked up after the service.    
 To provide assistance at Funeral and Memorial Services; concerts; special 

events; and seasonal Worship Services.   
 To demonstrate to community members, the compassion and caring as well as 

the joy and love that are found at St. Paul’s at these special functions. 
 
The functions performed by our Greeters and Sidespersons after COVID protocols 
were in place were: 

 
 To offer a friendly welcome to people as they enter the church and, after they 

complied with sanitizing procedures, to escort them to a socially distanced seat.  
 To operate the elevator before and after the service.  
 To bring the offering up to the Altar.  
 To usher people up for communion in a socially distanced manner, and to allow 

people to leave the church in a socially distanced and controlled manner. 
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES for 2021: 
 

 OUTCOMES: 
 

o To assist at all regularly scheduled Sunday services, seasonal services, 
funerals and memorial services, and special events and concerts when in-
person worship resumes after the COVID restrictions have been removed. 
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o To maintain the same functions of the Sidesperson role and Greeter role in 
2021 as required by COVID protocols, and to resume our normal duties after 
the restrictions have been removed. 
 

 OBJECTIVES: 
 

o To add to our Sidesperson teams. 
 
Our 2020 ‘Greeters’ were: 
   

Gus & Corrine Barclay, Joan Kleinendorst, Dorothy O’Donnell, Sandra 
Rejall, Mary Richardson, and Chris Wreszczak. 

 
Unfortunately our wonderful greeter John Wreszczak passed away at the 
end of January 2020 and is missed by all who attend the 8:30 am service.  

 
Our 2020 ‘Sidespersons’ were: 
   

Amy Bottos, Cam & June Brown, Karen Christie, Marshall Farquharson, 
Barbara Fralick, Fiona Gardiner, Tricia Jordan, Cynthia Judge, Daniel 
Klein, Solade Nichol, John & Margie O’Brien, Doug Oshimo, Spencer 
Oshimo, Dorothy Piccinin, Jim Stewart, Kel Stratton, Ernie Tilbury, 
Jereme Tirschmann,  Marion Walsh, Christopher Willie & Christine 
French, and Lewis Yesno. 

 
Due to COVID, some of our faithful Sidespersons had to step aside due to 
their own vulnerability or the vulnerability of their family members.  We will 
welcome them back once the COVID crisis is over. 

    

If you feel called to use your gifts as a Sidesperson or Greeter and would like 
to join a team or to create a new team with your family or friends, please 
speak with the Archdeacon, Jereme Tirschmann or Dorothy Piccinin.   Your 
participation would be most welcome. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted  
 
Dorothy Piccinin, 
Sidepersons & Greeters Scheduler 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

“Then they said, ‘Let us start building!’  So they committed themselves 
to the common good.”   [ Nehemiah 2:18 ] 

 
Since the pandemic hasn’t allowed us to see each other over the last several 
months, “Happy New Year” everyone!  Last year the Property Committee did not 
get the chance to finish many of the projects we planned on, and we sure missed the 
camaraderie of working together to maintain and improve our beautiful place of 
worship.  With the help of my Co-Chairs Marshall Farquharson and Derrick 
Tirschmann, I have compiled the following Report on what we were able to 
accomplish, COVID notwithstanding. 
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES of 2020: 
 
The Property Committee, with the help of the Men’s Breakfast Group and many 
other parishioners, tackled a wide variety of projects throughout 2020 . . . 
 

 At the beginning of the year, a few of the committee members and other helpers 
disassembled and folded up the large indoor Christmas tree and stored it 
downstairs in the basement. 

 
 As part of our normal routine at the beginning of each year, the committee and other 

helpers took down the outdoor Christmas decorations including the lights, trees, 
dogwood boxes, and the shelf crèche with Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Sorting, 
wrapping and storing the lights for next year happens once they thaw out.   

 
 Thanks to Derrick for building new hanging brackets to 

store the Christmas wreaths upstairs in the gallery. 
 
 Throughout the winter, committee members helped out on 

occasion shoveling the front steps, removing ice, and 
spreading ice-melter (constant requirement).  

 
 A few of us stay limber doing ‘double duty’ helping the 

Garden Committee with spring and fall cleanup of flower 
beds, raking and bagging leaves, moving planters, etc.  

 
 When pandemic restrictions on 

gatherings made live-streaming 
our services a necessity, we 
had the opportunity to upgrade 
our outdated sound system.  
To accommodate for the new 
system, Daniel Klein, Ernie 
Tilbury, Marshall and I 
removed the old ‘bee-hive’ 
speakers and wiring from the 
Nave to make way for the new 
BOSE equipment.  In the 
process, we also removed the 
large speakers from the sound 
system before the bee-hive 

Bye-bye bee-hives!  Ernie, Christopher, 
and Marshall strip out the old speakers.  “Hold it steady!” - 105 - 
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system. Thanks to Jouni Kraft for his help disposing of the old speakers and 
equipment, selling some and taking the rest for scrap metal. 

 
 Lighting upgrades came about the same way; the old ‘stadium’ type floodlights 

had noisy ballasts with an annoying “buzz” that was picked up on the live-streams. 
Thanks to Rob Garbutt from Lakehead Electrical for quoting us a great price and 
quickly removing and replacing them throughout with much better LEDs. 
These are not only quiet they are also cheaper to run and give us brighter and less 
harsh light that is more natural.  Good deal!  Thanks to Jouni and Solade for 
removing and reinstalling pews to make room for scaffolding and special thanks to 
Jouni who collected some $60 for the church by recycling the heavy old fixtures. 

 
 As talked about for some years, we 

took the opportunity at the end of 
the year to de-clutter the church by 
moving all the disenfranchised 
pews from around the church to 
the centre of the hall for a ‘Silent 
Auction.’  Thanks to Derrick, 
Marshall, John O’Brien, Solade 
Nicol, Al Wainwright, and Rick 
Molloy for planning and making the 
arrangements to hoist down some 
of the pews from the gallery 
upstairs (over the Narthex), take 
down the pews from on top of the 
basement storage rooms, and haul 
them all to the centre of the hall.  Plenty 
of hard work made lighter by many 
hands, and most of all, you graciously 
allowing me to be the supervisor.  
Thanks for your patience and 
understanding.  You guys are the best!  

 
 A few times over the year, I repaired 

several cracked pews with glue, 
clamps and rope tourniquets.   

 
 The masonry windowsill of one of the harlequin 

windows in the north-east tower deteriorated this year to 
a point you could see outside below the window.  I arranged 
for Mike from MMA, who has done our brick repointing over 
the last few years, to patch it.  He cleaned the area and 
patched it with reinforced mortar and scored the back so 
additional material can be added in future.  We will look at 
repairing these windowsills from the outside this year.  
 

 To make the second-floor gallery secure, a new locking 
hasp was installed on the access door from the tower to the 
balcony for a combination lock to be applied. 
  

 After the superfluous pews were moved to the centre of the 
hall, Lynda Farquharson got them auction-worthy by  

   cleaning off years of dust.  Thank you Lynda for making 
them much more presentable. 

Auction pews and 
pews under repair. 

“pew repairs” 

Mike mortars masonry. 
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 Repairs to several the pews and total re-construction of one from spare parts was 
done to ready the pews for the Silent Auction. 

 
 Thanks to Jouni, the spalled mortar and water damaged wood in the north-east 

tower at the top of the gallery stairs was removed and disposed of.  It looks great up 
there now! 

 
 Thanks to Derrick and Marshall for removing and discarding the unwanted 

kneelers from the north-east tower. 
 
 Throughout the pandemic, when permitted, using masks and abiding by the social 

distance regulations, members of the property committee and other helpers worked 
at cleaning up and re-organizing the basement storage.  Thanks to for all your 
hard work Derrick, Marshall, Jouni, Ernie, Al, Lynda and Carol Anuik.  It is now much 
easier to move around down there. 

 
 Thank you to Marshall, Jouni, and Derrick for taking things from the basement 

clean-up to the dump, The Salvation Army Thrift Store, and for recycling or 
hazardous waste (burnout fluorescents).  Lots of trips were made over the seasons 
as basement cleanout continued.   

 
 New LED lighting upgrades were arranged, priced and installed for both our Music 

Director Sean’s Office and the Youth Room. Thank you, Rob from Lakehead Energy 
for your dedication to our lighting upgrades over the past few years; 

 
 To connect to the community, the Property Committee and other helpers were more 

than happy to set up the outdoor Christmas decorations again this year.  It 
looked great for the Christmas season, especially this year when we all needed 
cheering up.  You can’t drive by without looking!  A big thanks to Rick for procuring 
the Christmas trees, dogwood, and greenery this year.  They were perfect!   Humble 
thanks to my property committee members for their commitment in chilly weather:  
you guys “Rock”! (Inside joke; I’ve misspelled Rick’s name a few times . . .) 

 
 Other Miscellaneous Projects:  Thanks to Co-Chairmen Derrick and Marshall, I 

am sure many other projects and repairs were done around the church that I’m not 
even aware of.  I couldn’t do all this without you, keep up the good work guys!  

 
Again this year, my hat’s off to all the people mentioned above and to all the others 
behind the scenes that were not directly mentioned; you know who you are and I 
want you to know your efforts are essential and appreciated.  THANK YOU! to 
everyone that helped with all of these projects.  And to my outstanding Co-Chairs 
Marshall and Derrick for being keen and capable and still interested in all the little 
jobs that need doing around a big church . . .   well, this place wouldn’t be in the 
great shape it’s in without you two.  Thanks for serving and putting up with me.     

   

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
Depending on the duration of COVID restrictions and protocols, the Property 
Committee hopes to try and complete the following projects this year:  
 

 Organization / Clean-Up:  Continued clean-up, re-organizing and planning storage 
of seasonal items in the Basement Boiler Room are on the wish-list again this year; 
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 Re-Purpose Organ Blower Room:  The Property Committee hopes to clean out 
the old “Organ Blower Room” this year and change it to the Property 
Storage/Workroom.  This will include the removal of the large old blower fan unit and 
the associated metal ductwork, removal of the old shelving and addition of new 
shelving for storage of all property tools, materials and supplies.  We will also install 
a new shelving unit for the storage of organ pipes for re-purposing and sale. 
 

 Construction of New Decking Over Storage Rooms:  Build new floor decking 
over one or more of the storage rooms in the basement furnace room area.  This will 
add usable storage area needed to keep the basement clean.   
 

 Disassemble Old Organ Components:  Remove pipes and structures in the room 
behind the east side Choir Stalls in the Chancel. Once empty, the room will be 
assessed and renovated for a new use.  
 

 Inventory and Marketing:  This year we hope to attempt to inventory and sell some 
of the surplus items stored from past renovation projects, such as the wooden and 
metal organ pipes that are no longer needed since our new electronic organ 
upgrade.  We will sit with the Advisory Board, Wardens and Rector to discuss the 
potential of marketing these items to the parish and to the public. 
 

 Masonry Repointing:  Continuation of much-needed repointing of the stone and 
brick work, including further tower windowsill repairs, if this year’s budget allows. 
 

 Brick Repair:  Price and schedule brick repair to the archway behind the decorative 
organ pipes on the west side of the Chancel to maintain the integrity of the arch.   
 

 Annual Camp Gitchigomee ‘Work Party’:  Unfortunately, our work party for 2020 
was pre-empted by the COVID19 pandemic.  We hope that our usual group and 
other parishioners are able to continue this tradition of descending on the camp and 
knocking off several projects for the kids.  Cross your fingers . . . 

 
This committee graciously gives freely of their 
time and talent and believes our work is 
important to maintain the building and allow 
our parish family to interact with the 
community.  We believe our ongoing 
maintenance, upgrades and renovations are 
seen as a sign of growth by the parish family 
and the community alike.  
 
Being involved in planning and assisting in 
property projects physically, I feel ownership 
and pride for this amazing structure we 
worship in, and I believe it spiritually 
strengthens me as well.  It not just necessary 
work, it is rewarding work that connects us to 
our church identity and to each other.  I am 
proud to be a small part of the continuing 
legacy of stewardship of St. Paul’s.   
 
We make a difference!  I am honored to be a 
part of this, you should be proud too! 
 

Jouni & Solade make way for the scaffolding 
needed to install the new lighting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Christopher Willie,  Property Co-Chair 
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GARDEN COMMITTEE & LABYRINTH REPORT 
 

“For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown 
in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up  before all the nations.”  
 [ Isaiah 61:11 ] 

 

GARDENING AT ST. PAUL’S  ~  HOW IT HAPPENS: 
 
Gardening plans and work orders each year are made based on an assessment of 
maintenance and development needs and considering whether or not we have the 
financial means.  We make plans in consultation with one another and with our 
church Advisory Board, and take into account feedback from garden visitors from 
the church and neighbourhood.  Primary gardeners are myself, Lynda and Marshall 
Farquharson, Olga Deschamps, Carol Anuik and Jane Lucas. Jouni Kraft, 
Derrick Tirschmann, Chris Willie and Christine French assist as needed.  Jouni 
also takes very good care of our fountain year ‘round, Dave Middleton keeps the 
weeds down in the Labyrinth, Bruce McKay keeps the lawn mowed, and our 
Caretaker J.J. LaHaise takes care of garden waste garbage collection (no small 
task).  We have no formal meetings, but we have many conversations in the garden 
and we share information and decisions with the whole group by email and or letter.  
Come join us if you like sunshine and garden work and don’t like meetings! 
 
Archdeacon Deborah plays a lead role in meeting and welcoming garden visitors, 
monitoring garden safety issues, approving jobs that require funding but not 
Advisory Board approval, or consulting on tasks that we think might be controversial, 
such as anything to do with existing trees in the yard.  Our Rector also is often the 
first one to arrive in the morning and she has often enough started her workday 
cleaning up human made messes or waking up a sleeping person or two.  This is 
not a pleasant way to begin your workday!  It is a reality we live with as a downtown 
church with an open garden space.  Our Parish Administrator Christine is often 
the only person consistently at the church during the summer and she ends up 
monitoring (can’t really ignore) inappropriate and bad behaviours from some visitors 
who abuse our hospitality.  She encourages good behaviours and, on occasion,  
calls the police who are good about coming and moving people along when 
necessary.  Any of us working in the garden also may do this, and so all together we 
keep the garden open and safe for everyone to use.   
 

ASPIRATIONS, ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES OF 2020: 
 
FFTS Garden and Labyrinth activities offered for the summer were all suspended 
due to COVID 19 restrictions on meeting and gathering.  Instead, we posted notices 
that garden visitors used our space at their own risk as we could not manage to 
sanitize common-use objects like our benches or garden tools. 
 
I know that many individuals walked our labyrinth over the summer and into the fall, 
and we hope that it was a source of spiritual comfort or joy to them. 
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We added about 10 new engraved pavers.  One was for a departed parishioner 
ordered by the family.  Archdeacon Deborah and myself joined with the family for 
prayers and a bit of a ceremony when placing the paver in the labyrinth. 
   
MD Landscaping did finally complete the work on our front garden late in the    
season.  The space looks lovely, clean and weed free, with new mulch replacing 
pea gravel and garden undergrowth.  We look forward to the low maintenance, now 
required only for the three concrete planters.  The planters were reset and stabilized 
so they are sitting straight on the ground. 
 
We will carry over our goals from 2020 that were deferred and we that we don’t want 
to lose track of into the coming year.  Implementing these will again depend on what 
is happening with COVID19.  
 

OBJECTIVES & ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2021: 
 
 Continue regular weeding, spring planting, pruning, perennial plant care and 

selective purchasing of bright annuals for borders and path edgings. 
 
 Keep garden-scapes as simple as possible, both for low maintenance and 

creation of garden space restful to the eye. 
 
 Continue to keep our garden space safe and welcoming for all visitors who want 

to sit awhile, eat lunch in the shade, let little kids play, walk the Labyrinth, or just 
stroll through.  We do this by monitoring activity, encouraging and creating 
occasions for more people to spend some time in the garden, just being there to 
garden so visitors aren’t feeling alone in the space, and getting to know our 
more frequent visitors. 

 
 Repair deteriorated garden seating. 
 
 Monitor large Manitoba Maple for disease and rotting limbs and treat as required. 

 

2020 GOALS CARRIED FORWARD IN HOPES OF FEWER COVID RESTRICTIONS: 
 
 Offer garden and labyrinth events in FFTS when it is possible. 
 
 Promote purchases of more engraved pavers to celebrate people’s lives or 

parish events. 
 
 When people are free to gather we will purchase a moveable garden Fire Pit or 

bowl that can be used where and when needed for marshmallow and hot dog 
roasts without endangering any of our trees.  Storage and theft protection is still 
to be determined. 

 
 Lynda and the committee are working on ways and means of forming a St 

Paul’s “Garden Work Collective” that gives everyone who wants to participate 
an opportunity to get their hands in the dirt and experience their own bit of 
gardening joy and peace. One idea is to give individuals and families, or small 
groups their own assigned area to work from spring to fall.  This would be under 
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the umbrella of an overall garden plan. Plants and materials would be provided 
along with gardening advice if asked for.  Watering is only an issue for the new 
plantings in their first week or two.  Otherwise Staal Irrigation continue to 
maintain our automatic watering system. 

  

GARDEN INSPIRATION: 
 
“God makes the seed grow.” 
    [ 1 Corinthians 3:7 NLT ] 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Alison Arthur 
Garden & Labyrinth Committee Chair 

  
 

Marshall & Lynda and 
Alison install a new 

planter by the shed at 
a socially distanced 

‘Work Bee.’ 

Our spiffy new front garden 
looks clean and bright. 

 A pop of Archdeacon Deborah’s 
favourite colour by the Office door. 
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SEASONS OF PARISH LIFE 2020   ~   “Ambassadors for Christ” 
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Thank You Fr. Gordon for your great idea 
to offer free a “Christmas Coffee” to all 
the staff at the Thunder Bay Regional.  

A small way of showing gratitude for the 
hard work of these frontline workers 

during the pandemic.  Well done! 
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OFFERING SECRETARY’S REPORT & FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”   [ Matthew 6:21 ] 
 
Because of COVID19 closing the church for over half a year, we all have been 
forced to change our way of using our normal patter of presenting our Offerings to 
God.  We now have multiple secure methods to handle receiving Offerings  ~   
 

 Electronic Bank Transfers (“E-Transfers”) are now being used by many 
once or twice a month.  Use your online banking to send an e-transfer to 
stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com. 
 

 Electronic Offering Program (“EOP”).  Fill out a form to register for FREE 
automatic bank withdrawal. Your approved amount is withdrawn from your 
account on the 12th or 15th of each month.  Please contact me, 577-3104. 

 
 CanadaHelps.org website.  Click on “St. Paul’s Anglican Church” to 

donate.  Receipts are issued immediately. 
 
 Tithe.ly downloadable FREE mobile app.  Receipts are issued immediately. 

 
 Weekly or Monthly Envelopes are the old standby.  Available anytime; 

contact me, 577-3104.  If the church is closed due to COVID, offerings can 
be mailed or dropped in our mailbox by the east (“garden”) side door 

 
While the church is under ‘lock-down,’ please try to maintain your Offerings using 
the best method you prefer.  Thank you for your stewardship during this past 
troubled year; hopefully in 2021 we can return to normal and familiar patterns. 
 

OFFERINGS “IDENTIFIABLE SUPPORTERS”  [Includes E-Transfer, Ttithe.ly; United Way; CanadaHelps] 

OFFERINGS FOR THE YEAR 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 

 $2,000 to $7,000 *       2       1       5       4       3       4 

 $1,500 to $1,999       2       2       0       1       0       0 

 $1,200 to $1,499       2       0       3       4       2       0 

  $1,000 to $1,199       0       1       0       6       1       2 

 $800 to $999       2       2       1       4       1       0 

 $600 to $799       0       1       4       3       1       1 

 $500 to $599       2       5       5       4       3       1 

 $400 to $499       1       5       2       2       4       3 

 $300 to $399       6       5       1       5       2       2 

 $200 to $299       8     13       7       9       6       6 

 $100 to $199     16     24     26     16     23     20 

 $50 to $99     11     20     23     11     17       9 

 $25 to $49       3     10     11     15     18     21 

 $10 to $24       5         6       19      19      17      19  

                                 TOTAL     60     95   107   103     97     88 

 * Formerly “$2,000 and UP” 



  Annual Report 2020 

 

 

 
- 115 - 

REGULAR PARISH OFFERINGS  [E-Transfer, EOP, Envelopes, Ttithe.ly; United Way; CanadaHelps] 

OFFERINGS FOR THE YEAR 2020 OFFERINGS CALCULATED BY WEEK 
          $10,000 to $15,000  2 You give the church  $195 – $290  weekly 

            $8,000 to $9,999  1  $155 – $190  Weekly Offering 

  $7,500 to $7,999  0 You give the church  $144 – $155  weekly 

  $7,000 to $7,499  1 $135 – $145  Weekly Offering 

  $6,500 to $6,999  1 $125 – $135  Weekly Offering 

  $6,000 to $6,499  1 $115 – $125  Weekly Offering 

  $5,500 to $5,999  4 $105 – $115  Weekly Offering 

  $5,000 to $5,499  1 You give the church  $95 – $105  weekly 

  $4,500 to $4,999  2  $85 – $95  Weekly Offering 

  $4,000 to $4,499  4 $77 – $85  Weekly Offering  

  $3,500 to $3,999  2 $67 – $77  Weekly Offering 

  $3,000 to $3,499  3 $58 – $67  Weekly Offering 

  $2,500 to $2,999  4 You give the church  $48 – $58  weekly 

  $2,000 to $2,499  9 $38 – $48  Weekly Offering  

 $1,500 to $1,999  14 $29 – $38  Weekly Offering  

  $1,200 to $1,499  21 $23 – $29  Weekly Offering 

  $1,000 to $1,199  11 You give the church  $19 – $23  weekly 

  $800 to $999  9  $15 – $19  Weekly Offering 

  $600 to $799  20  $12 - $15  Weekly Offering 

  $400 to $599  19 You give the church  $7 – $12  weekly  

  $200 to $399  20 $4 – $7  Weekly Offering  

  $100 to $199  10 $2 – $4  Weekly Offering  

 $50 to $99  4 $1 – $2  Weekly Offering  

  $25 to $49   1 .              50₵ – $1  Weekly Offering 

TOTAL  163  

 
Thank you to Treasurer Adrienne Davis and our teams of Offering Counters, whose 
time and dedication to this ministry year ‘round is appreciated. 
 
2020 Tax Receipts have been prepared and either hand-delivered or mailed, as COVID 
restrictions made picking them up a challenge.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ernie Tilbury, Offering Secretary 

“Tithing” Is Giving 10% Back To God . . . 
 

“I give what I give because of what God 
has given me:  salvation, forgiveness, faith, 
courage, beauty in the world and in the 
lives of others I have known.  You can’t 

attach a price to such things, so I just 
offer back to God from the abundance 

received at His hands.” 
 

~ Anonymous “Joyful Tither” - 115 - 
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FINANCIAL EXAMINATION 

 
I examined the Balance Sheet, the Summary of Fund Activity, the Summary of 
Investment Holdings, and the Statement of Offerings & Expenses for the year 
ended December 31, 2020 as related to the bookkeeping records and independent 
third party statements.  
 
I have found all the accounts to be in order and fairly presented in these reports and 
in compliance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 
 
I, along with all the St. Paul’s family, would like to thank our dedicated volunteer 
Treasurer, Adrienne Davis and volunteer Assistant Treasurer, Judy Lundberg for 
the maintenance and delivery of multiple financial tasks in the everyday operation of 
our facility and ministry, especially in light of the current pandemic restrictions. 
 
I also want to thank Archdeacon Deborah Kraft and our Wardens for their leadership 
and innovation in worship over this last year.  Their gift of service to this parish is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Lisa Sundell 
Financial Reviewer 
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~ GRACE NOTES OF GRATITUDE ~ 
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“WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY” SERVICE 

 

“So that they may be one as we are one.”  
 [John 17:22] 

 

WE ARE ONE IN THE SPIRIT! 
 
We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord. 
We are one in the Spirit, 
we are one in the Lord; 
And we pray that all unity 
may one day be restored. 
And they’ll know we are 
Christians by our Love, by our Love: 
Yes, they’ll know we are 
Christians by our Love! 
 

On January 19, 2020, during the “Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,” we had the 

annual worship service at St. Paul’s.  Every year, we rotate between 4 south-ward 

faith communities:  St. Patrick’s Cathedral, First-Wesley United Church, St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church  and own parish of St. Paul’s Anglican Church. 

   

I enjoy working with the incumbents at the other faith communities to plan the service.  

God bless Monsignor Pat Stilla, The Rev. Joyce Yanishewski and The Rev. Louis Hart. 

 

For 2020, the service was developed by Christians in Malta and for their theme, they 

used a verse from scripture which showed the care and kindness given by the people 

of Malta to the apostle Paul when he and others were shipwrecked onto the shores 

of Malta around 60 AD:  “They showed us unusual kindness.”  Acts 28:2 

 

It was a gift to worship together as Christians and to see Jesus in 

each other’s faces and not a 

Christian “denomination.”  

We prayed for unity among 

Christians and for 

reconciliation in the world.  

We prayed for the grace to 

row together in our boats 

and to unite together in the 

spirit of  ~   

‘Reconciliation,’ 

‘Enlightenment,’ 

‘Hope,’ ‘Trust,’ 

‘Strength.’ 

‘Hospitality,’ 

‘Conversion,’ and 

‘Generosity.’ 

Confirmand Jordan Malench 
reads the scripture account of 
Paul’s shipwreck and rescue.  
Confirmand Nathan Malench 

 and mentor Christopher Willie 
raise up prayer petitions.  
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Each petition (eg: “Strength”) was printed on a 

paddle and participants, including 3 people from 

St. Paul’s, lifted their paddle up high.  
 

May we always come together as Christians and 

as fellow disciples of Jesus.   

 

Missional Objectives and Desired Outcomes 

for 2021  ~ 

 

Sadly, for 2021, we have cancelled the worship 

service due to the pandemic.  I am excited for 

2022.  The service will be at St. Andrew’s  and I 

will be the preacher. 

 

“Working together with others we know that a boat 
moves forward when we all row together.”  

Archbishop Anne included 
these photos from our 
Thunder Bay service of 

Prayer for Christian Unity 
in her January 25, 2020 letter 

to the Diocese of Algoma.  
We’ve included an excerpt  

from her letter below. 

Hopeful words for us to live by in the coming year as we face the storms of life:  personal challenges with 
relationships, finances, poverty, illness; challenges our churches face as we row against the growing tide of 
secularism and indifference; differences around sexuality that continue to divide us; the global environmental 
crisis . . .  The assembly at each service of Prayer for Christian Unity was reminded that we cannot face those 
storms alone.  Rather, working together with others we know that a boat moves forward when we all row 
together.  In the face of difficulties we recognize the need to pull together and unite our efforts.  The idea of us 
all pulling together resonates with me as we prepare for the May 8th Special Synod on same sex marriage.  
May we show one another “unusual kindness” especially those we disagree with on this matter.  I give thanks 
for the mission and ministry we share in Jesus Christ and look forward to reading your Annual Vestry Reports 
when they are submitted to the Synod office.  
                                           Every blessing as you show one another unusual kindness, 

+Anne  
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