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Geoff Farrow, Christopher Willie, Aaron & 
Dave Middelton, Andy Munroe, Solade Mina, 

and Al Wainwright work up an appetite 
installing some massive new windows at their annual Camp Gitchigomee ‘Work Bee.’ 

[Derrick Tirschmann’s in the photos on the next page]. 
 

“Ambassadors for Christ” ~  2 Corinthians 5: 20 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   
“Giving is sowing and God promises a harvest.”  

  
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca for more great photos of parish life 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Confirmation Meeting This Sunday After Church on Sept 22, 2019  
We will meet in the chapel and we will pick your preferred meeting 
day and time for our classes.  We will have 2 classes per month and 
Confirmation will be at the end of April, 2020.  If we have enough 
people, I will have both a youth class and an adult class.  I am really 
looking forward to teaching the confirmands about the Anglican Church 
and the scriptures, and helping each person grow as a disciple of 
Jesus.  If you were confirmed in another Christian tradition, you might 
like to be confirmed as an Anglican by Archbishop Anne Germond. 
 
Would you like to renew your baptismal vows and grow in your faith?  
Learn more about the Anglican Church, the Bible, and the origins of the 
Christian church?  Would you like to learn more about why we do what we do during worship?  Come to 
the Introductory Meeting this Sunday right after the 10:00 am service, upstairs in the chapel.  
There is no charge for this programme and all materials will be supplied. 
 
Comments from Wilhemina Clarkson, a confirmation candidate from 2017: 
 

The whole confirmation experience was very fruitful, all classes I find very informative.  A 
few things did stand out to me, as I was curious to learn about the inception of the Anglican 
Church; the class was very informative and detailed.  The class about prayer was an eye 
opener, I realized that as important as it is to set a prayer time daily, it is equally 
important to give thanks throughout the day for the little things. 
 
Above all, Bishop Anne’s message to me on confirmation day to continue steadfastly in my 
spiritual path with God’s strength ignited a flame in me I never knew existed. 

 

A Grace Note Of Thanks To:  
 several men from this parish who spent 

all of Saturday, September 14 at Camp 
Gitchigomee installing some very big 
new windows in one of the camp 
buildings, repairing picnic tables, and 
rebuilding a canoe stand. 

 
Thank you to Christopher Willie, 
Derrick Tirschmann, Dave 
Middleton, Aaron Middleton, Al 
Wainwright, Geoff Farrow, Solade 
Nicol, and Chris’s friend Andy 
Munroe for all your hard work!  That 
is discipleship in action . . . and in 
lots of hard work!! 

  
 
2.    What’s On This Week  ~  
 
TONIGHT Thursday SEPTEMBER 19  ~  

 Choir Practice  ~  7:00-9:00pm 

Open to everyone.  No expertise necessary, come and sing with us! 
  

 Youth Group  ~  6:30-8:30pm 
All kids 12+ are invited to come out for games, snacks, movies, 
discussions and more! 



TOMORROW Friday SEPTEMBER 20  ~  
 ‘Family Movie Night’  ~  6:30pm 

‘FOOD for the SOUL’ MONTHLY FAMILY EVENT  
FREE!  Big screen, big sound, great night out!  
WE’VE WORKED THE BUGS OUT OF OUR NEW 
LIVESTREAMING PROJECTION FORMAT AND IT’S 
BETTER THAN EVER!  Vote in our facebook poll to 
pick your favourite, then bring the kids in their pjs 
& blankies to cosy up on the comfy couches and 
watch the winning film.  Popcorn and movie 
snacks available for just $1.  NO NEED TO 
REGISTER!  Drop in.   

 
THIS Saturday SEPTEMBER 21  ~  

 ‘Why Knot Knit?!’  ~  12-2:30 pm ‘FOOD for the SOUL’ MONTHLY FAMILY EVENT 
All thumbs first timers to old pros welcome to come and have some fun . . . guaranteed to 
keep you in stitches!  Easy hands-on instruction to advice on complex patterns = something for 

all skill levels.  Bring your project, meet some new friends; refreshments too!  Freewill Offering 

for Mission to Seafarers.  
 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 Minute Service  ~  5:00 pm 

“1 Minute Message,” full communion, and uplifting music by our 
Ambassadors Praise Band mark this family-friendly service.  Come 
and join us and make a joyful noise! 

 
THIS Sunday  SEPTEMBER 22  ~  

 8:30 am & 10:00 am Worship  ~  10:00 am 
The leaves are changing, fall has arrived . . .  “worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”  

 Confirmation Introductory Meeting  ~  after 10:00 am Worship, in Chapel 
All Youth and Adults welcome. 

 
 
3.    Fundraiser Dinner & RCCO Organ Concert  ~ 
 

Friday September 27:  Dinner 5:30pm / Concert 7pm 
 

Enjoy a delicious Lobster Roll & Salad dinner by local 
restaurant “Food Bébé” followed by an evening of glorious 
Organ music performed by talented local members of the 
Royal Canadian College of Organists.  Tickets $40, from Dr. 
Sean Kim or the Church Office 622-4945.  Dinner Seating is 
limited to 50, so get your tickets now! 
 
Organ Concert only tickets are $20, available at the door.   

 
 
4.    Flight Credit For Sale  ~  
 
Planning to fly before Christmas?  Kim Fuzzen has a ‘flight credit’ you might be 
interested in!  Before you book, call Kim at 473-5271 for details. 

 
 

5.    My Sermon from Sunday September 15, 2019, 14th after Pentecost   ~  “Return To God” 
 

O Lord, through the written word and through the spoken, word may we know 
your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
Many of you have been coming to church and reading the Bible your entire lives.  You have heard and 
read the parables of Jesus for decades. You have been to Sunday School.  You may have taken Life in 
the Eucharist and confirmation classes.   I am wondering if you can name 2 of Jesus’ parables? 



  (Dear Friends at Home:  I encourage you to stop reading for a moment and try to 
        name 2 Parables, more if you can.) 

 
Here’s the names of some of Jesus’ most famous parables: 
 

1. The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
2. The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
3. The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
4. The Parable of the Sower 
5. The Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard 
6. The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 

 
In our gospel from Luke 15, we hear 2 parables this morning ~ the Parable of the Lost Sheep and the 
Parable of the Lost Coin.  These 2 parables are followed by the Parable of the Prodigal Son and 
this parable is also in the 15th chapter. 
 
Jesus tells these parables to some religious leaders who are critical of the company he is keeping.  
Jesus spends more time with the marginalized and those who were viewed with contempt, such as 
tax collectors working on behalf of the Romans. 
   
The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin.  I don’t know about you but when I lose something I tend to 
think a lot about it and hope that I can find it.  Lost keys, lost pieces of jewellery, lost papers will 
occupy my mind and thoughts and actions.  Christine, our Parish Assistant, has frequently helped me 
look for my car cars.  Kind of important to find if you want to go somewhere! 
 
Over a year ago, a beautiful large red leather purse was stolen out of my car.  I had left my car 
unlocked overnight in our driveway.  This Kate Spade purse was in the back seat.  It was a Christmas 
gift to me from my daughter-in-law Carrie and meant a lot to me.  I phoned the pawn shops and it 
never turned up.  Months later, I find myself still looking for it on ladies arms around Thunder Bay.     
When I see a big red purse, watch out!!  I look closely at every one I see! 
 
In the Parable of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, Jesus is talking about things that are lost.  The 
first is an animal ~ a sheep, 1 sheep in the shepherd’s flock of 100 sheep.  This one sheep is lost.  The 
shepherd leaves the 99 in a dangerous place, the wilderness and goes looking for the lost sheep.  He 
finds the sheep and carries it back home on 
his shoulders.  The shepherd then calls his 
friends and neighbours together for a party 
of celebration and rejoicing.  The sheep was 
lost and is now found. 
 
Jesus goes on to say that there is rejoicing 
in heaven over one sinner who repents.  
Joy in heaven.  Repentance means to be 
transformed, to turn our lives around and 
to return to God. (from Luke 15: 7) 
 
Jesus then states the same message with 
the Parable of the Lost Coin.  A woman 
has lost one of her 10 silver coins.  She 
searches her entire home until the coin is 
find.  Like the shepherd, she calls her 
friends and neighbours over for a party of 
rejoicing. 
   
Again, Jesus states that there is joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents (from 
Luke 15: 10).  Coins and sheep cannot 
repent.  God is portrayed as the shepherd in 
the first parable and as a woman in the 2nd 
parable.  We learn more about the loving 
heart of God in these parables than we do 
about sheep and about coins.  And we know 



that neither the lost sheep nor the lost coin are able to repent! 
 
I did do a lot of thinking this week about sheep, not about coins!  Sheep follow the shepherd and are 

very different from cows as cows are 
prodded along and directed from 
behind.  Cows do not follow the 
shepherd as the shepherd follows the 
cows.  We can understand this metaphor 
as you and I are called to follow Jesus as 
his disciples. 
 
The message is that God is always 
waiting for us to return to God. 
   
There is however a major challenge.  
Many of us do not know that we are lost.  
We think that we are perfectly fine.  It 
isn’t until we realize that we have 
strayed from God’s path that we desire 
to turn back, to be transformed by the 
grace of God and to return to God. 
    
Some people do this when they hit rock 
bottom through addictions, alcohol, or 
severe disappointments in life.  Most of 

us carry along in our busy lives, and think we are OK. 
   
I think that the best way to look at this is to decide that there are many times when we have turned 
away from God. 
 
Here is what Martin Luther, the 16th century monk and priest and founder of the Protestant Church 
in Germany said about this parable of the lost sheep and its meaning and how we turn away from 
God easily and often  ~ 

 
Men prove their piety by turning up their nose at those who are sinners, as here the 
Pharisees do who murmur and grumble at public sinners. 
 
This is what our monks do.  They have gone about making faces at all who lie in their sins, 
and have thought: “Oh, but this is a worldly fellow!  He does not concern us.  If, now, he 
really would be pious, let him put on the monk’s cowl.” 
 
Hence it is that reason and such hypocrites cannot refrain from despising those who are not 
like them.  They are puffed up over their own life and conduct, and cannot advance far 
enough to be merciful to sinners. 
 
This much they do not know, that they are to be servants, and that their piety is to be of 
service to others.  Moreover, they become so proud and harsh that they are unable to 
manifest any love.  They think: “This peasant is not worthy to unloose the latchet of my 
shoes; therefore do not say that I am to show him any affection.” 
 
But at this point God intervenes, permitting the proud one to receive a severe fall and 
shock that he often becomes guilty of such sins as adultery, and at times does things even 
worse, and must afterwards smite himself, saying: “Keep still, brother, and restrain 
yourself, you are of precisely the same stuff as yonder peasant.”  He thereby acknowledges 
that we are all chips of the same block. 

 
I, too, have been guilty of the sin of pride and have turned away from God.  I have looked at the 
people hooked on drugs and very drunk who have stumbled into our church garden and thought to 
myself, “Why don’t they clean themselves up?”   
 
Over the years, I have finally started to return to God for my views.  I have acknowledged that I am 
lost and I have asked God to transform me, not them, and let me see them as God sees them, as 
beloved children of God.  I now go out into the garden, as many of you do, and speak with them and 
tell them that this is a sacred space and that is why we don’t drink or take drugs in this sacred space. 



   
Just because we are worshipping in church or reading this sermon on-line doesn’t make us righteous 
in the eyes of God.  We are sometimes lost and need to return to God.  It is not always easy to see.  
In the words of Amazing Grace, “I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see.” 
 
May we leave this sacred space this morning remembering the joy and the celebration and the 
party that God throws every time we acknowledge our brokenness and return to God. 
 
Amen. 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+  
 

 
6.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday September 21 & 22, 2019   ~  15th after Pentecost 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 
  Jeremiah 8: 18 — 9: 1  ~  The prophet Jeremiah mourns for God’s people and cries out, 

 “Is there no balm in Gilead?”  
  Psalm 79: 1-9  ~  The psalmist pleads for mercy for Jerusalem.  
  1 Timothy 2: 1-7  ~  The apostle Paul writes that “We are to lead a quiet and peaceable life 

       in all godliness.”  
  Luke 16: 1-13  ~  The Parable of the Dishonest Manager leaves us puzzled as to Jesus’ spiritual 

   Intent . . .   Come to church this weekend as I try to unpack the meaning. 
 

 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good 
                                    medicine.” [Proverbs 7: 22] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
May we all seek to serve God first and foremost!  

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector and Archdeacon”    

 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft 
624-7161     stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
622-4945 

stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca      
stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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