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~ Friday October 23, 2020 ~ 

 
 

A Long-Awaited Visit! 
 

Parishioner Ken MacKay was overjoyed 
to see our Rector when she visited him 
in Roseveiw Manor earlier this week.  
It was the first time Ken had received 

Communion in 8 months! 
 

Clergy visits are now allowed in houses 
and care homes; see Archdeacon 

Deborah’s ‘Grace Notes’ on page 1 
for more on how you can arrange a 

visit for yourself or a loved one. 
 
 
 

“Ambassadors 
for Christ” 

  
[2 Corinthians 5: 20] 

 
 
 

 
  

A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-
northshoreanglicans.com  

“When gratitude becomes your default 
setting, life changes.”  

 
 
 
 
 

visit our website @ 
stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on 

facebook 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 
Let’s Have Coffee Friday Mornings . . .  
I love to worship with everyone!  Join us for our ½ hr. ZOOM 
‘Morning Prayer’ Fridays at 9:00 am.  No books needed, coffee 
allowed!  The link is the same each week: 
 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5
HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09 

 
Meeting ID: 822 0869 8866 Passcode: 657204 
 
Please mark your calendars now for NEXT Friday October 30 ~  
Archbishop Anne will be joining us and will be the presider! 
 
Would Your Loved One In A Long-Term Care Home Like A Visit?  
My COVID test was negative and I now plan to have one every 2 weeks, as required for visitors to 
residents of Long-Term Care Homes.  I have started visits to some of our beloved parishioners in 
these homes.  Please let me know if your loved one would like a visit.  I am even allowed to 
administer communion once again (just the bread, and not the wine). 
 
I am also able to come to your home for a visit, with a mask on and socially distanced.  Please let 
me know if you would like to schedule an in-home visit. 

 

Healing Prayer Has Returned  
As of last Sunday, October 18, Deacon Anne is doing ‘touchless’ 
healing prayers during communion in the Chapel.  Healing prayer is 
offered each Sunday at our 10:00 am worship service.   
 
Are You Watching Our Live Streams?  YouTube, ‘St. Paul’s Media’  

I am deeply grateful to our live-streaming team of Deirdre, Daniel, Alicia, and Laurie.  You are able 
to watch 3 services a week during the times of the actual live-streams or afterwards anytime.  All of 
our recorded services are available on YouTube. 
 
Wear A Costume THIS SUNDAY To Our ‘All Hallows’ Children’s Service  
Our 11:30 Sunday Service is designed for families with children.  It is about 
30 minutes and is safe, sanitized, socially-distanced.  We all wear face 
masks.  This Sunday, October 25, we will have our “All Hallow’s Eve’n” 
Service.  We encourage the children to come to church wearing a costume!  
I will be carving a pumpkin for my ‘Jack-O-Lantern’ Christian teaching. 

 

Who Can We Pray For?  
I value your prayer requests.  If you are not coming to 
church, please email me directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or 
text me (807-624-7161) by early Friday afternoon with your 
prayer requests. Thank you! 
 
If you are coming to church, when 
you arrive you will be asked for any 
names to add to our intercessory 
‘Prayers of the People.’ 
  

 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 
Editor’s Note:  Have you seen this month’s ‘walleye’ magazine?  Page 94 
                    has an article on the architecture and history of St. Paul’s. 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866?pwd=L1p3N2ZRMk5HVFpEODRJQXV0U3pXUT09
mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


 
 
2.    The Return of FOOD FOR THE SOUL!   
 
Our Rector’s ZOOM Fall Book Study has 20 participants!  This workshop is 
now FULL but there are more Food For The Soul Workshops coming up . . . 
 
Check our website and facebook pages for details on our NEW interactive 
facebook livestreams  ~   
 

 ‘REALLY Bad Girls Of The Bible” Part 2 POSTPONED.  Watch our 
website and facebook page for new date and to register. 

  and “DIY Bath Bombs” interactive home tutorial coming in 
November.  See our website and facebook page to register.  

 
 
3.    ‘Blessing Box’ Memorial Fundraiser  ~   
 

Send Marty Grocery Shopping!        FINAL WEEK! 
 
We need some money in order to buy groceries 
for our Blessing Box.  
 
Please make a donation in memory of a loved 
one you wish to honour. 
 
All donations and memorials received by Monday 
morning, October 26, will be listed in the ‘All 
Saints Day’ service bulletin on November 1, 
2020.   
 
Donation Envelopes are at the back of the 
church or you can donate via e-transfer 
(stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com) with a note 
to say who your donation is in memory of.  Please include your name the way you would like it to 
appear in the bulletin.  Ernie Tilbury includes memorial donations in your annual church Offering. 

 
“Blessing Box”  =  We are blessed to have and to give, 
                           and those who need food are blessed to receive. 

 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Note Of Thanks:  With real gratitude and awe of our parish support, we are proud to say that we will 
have kept the ‘BB’ filled every day but one or two as we approach our 1 year anniversary for our 
Blessing Box Mission.  Bless you all and thank you.   ~  Alison Arthur, Blessing Box Mission 

 
 
4.    Worship With Us IN PERSON or Watch Any Time  ~  
 
We offer 4 services each week: 
 
 Saturday at 5 pm 

 Sunday at 8:30 am, 10 am and 11:30 am 
 
We live stream 3 of our 4 Services:  Saturdays at 5 pm and 
Sundays at 10 am & 11:30 am.  Good news if you can’t come 
to worship, as you can still watch “church” from home.   

 
Here’s the LINK:  https://www.youtube.com/ 
 
On YouTube, search “St. Paul’s Media” and then click on our channel symbol [at left].   
 
Being together in spirit gives us strength for the challenges we all face.  
Come worship! 

 

mailto:stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com
https://www.youtube.com/


 
 
5.    My Sermon from Sunday October 18, 2020 ‘20th Sunday after Pentecost’  ~  “Round 1 To Jesus” 

 

O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you, and may the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight,                                                                                 

O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

The Fraser Institute is the Canadian think tank.  Every year the Fraser Institute picks a day when the 

average Canadian family has paid all their taxes.  It even has a name  ~  “Tax Freedom Day!”  This year, 

the day was June 7.  That means that the average Canadian Family worked for 5 and a half months just 

paying taxes.  And that doesn’t even include our municipal property taxes. 

 

Taxes.  We all pay them and yet none of us like working for over 5 months of the year without anything 

to show for it.  Taxes have been around for a long time.  In first century Israel, there were 2 systems of 

taxes.  The Jewish people had to pay taxes to both the Romans and to the Jews.  The Jews, especially the 

Pharisees, collected the annual Jewish “temple tax” that paid for maintenance to the temple in Jerusalem.  

 

The Romans asked for a “land tax,” a “head tax” (census tax or “tribute” tax), and “custom taxes” (tolls 

and duties on imported goods).  The average man in Israel worked for about 3 weeks every year for the 

Roman state, which is still way less that the average Canadian family working for over 5 months for the 

Canadian government. 

 

The Romans hired local residents to collect the taxes for them and these tax collectors were unpopular, as 

some tried to get extra money to keep for themselves.  Jesus was criticized for befriending tax collectors 

and ‘tax collectors’ and ‘sinners’ are grouped together in the same sentence in the gospels.  However . . .  

Jesus selects a tax collector to be one of his 12 disciples.   

 

Our gospel this morning is all about taxes and whether or not they should be paid.  Jesus is being 

questioned by the pharisees.  This trick question about taxes is the beginning of 3 trick questions, 

designed to make Jesus look bad in front of his followers.  The second question is about the resurrection 

and the third question is about the greatest commandment.   

 

The Pharisees plan to entrap Jesus.  They send their students to Jesus to ask him the first question.  

Interesting that they don’t go themselves but send the wannabe disciples as their messengers.  They ask 

Jesus this one question:  Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not? 

 

They think their question is brilliant.  If Jesus answers “Yes,” the Jewish people will be unhappy because 

they can’t stand the head tax. They must pay it with a coin bearing an image of the emperor, of Caesar, 

who was Tiberius at the time.  If Jesus answers ”No,” then he is speaking treason against Rome.   

 

What does Jesus do?  He asks to 

see the coin that is used for the 

head tax (the census tax).  Here 

is a photo of a Roman 

‘denarius,’ the coin used for this 

annual tax.  A denarius was the 

standard Roman currency 

throughout the Roman empire.  

It bore the image of the 

emperor and at this time around 

30 AD, the image of Tiberius 

would have been on the coin.  



  

The Emperor Tiberius is on the front of the coin and his mother Livia is on the back. 

 

Here is the inscription on the front of the coin: “Tiberius Caesar, Son of the Divine Augustus.” 

 

On the back of the coin is the inscription: “Pontif Maxim” which means “High Priest.” 

 

Today in Canada, we continue to have the image of Queen Elizabeth on our 20 dollar bills (not on our 5 

dollar bills), our loonies, our quarters, dimes and nickels.  [Note to our readers:  The Queen might be on 

other paper denominations but all I had in my wallet at the time was a 20 dollar bill and a 5 dollar bill 

and some change.] 

 

Any coin with Caesar’s image 

was idolatry to the Jews and any 

inscription claiming Caesar was 

divine was blasphemy to the 

Jews. 

  

The inscription states that 

Tiberius was the son of a god, 

the son of Augustus. 

 

Jesus looks at the coin and asks 

them whose face is on the coin.  

They reply correctly, “The 

emperor’s.”  Jesus then says to 

“Give to the emperor the things 

that are the emperor’s.”   This 

means that the image on the coin is that of the emperor and so the coins belong to him. 

 

Jesus doesn’t stop here.  And this is why his response is brilliant.  In the same sentence without missing a 

beat, Jesus says to “Give to God the things that are God’s.”   Every Jewish person who heard the 

question and Jesus’ response would have known exactly what he meant. 

 

Some of you will know Jesus’ response from the King James Version,  

 

“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.”  

(King James, Matthew 22: 21) 

 

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s  and to God the things that are God’s.” 

(NRSV, Matthew 22: 21) 

 

The image of the emperor is on the denarius. 

 

Where is the image of God?  It is on every one of us.  

The book of Genesis states that “God created 

humankind in his image, in the image of God he created 

them, male and female he created them” (Genesis 1: 27). 

 

We are stamped in the image of God.  So if we give to 

the emperor what is stamped with the emperor then we 

give to God what is stamped with God.  We are 



stamped with God and so we give God everything. 

   

Jesus answers the question with his brilliant response. The students of the Pharisees are “amazed”  

(Matthew 22: 22) and they walk away because they don’t know what else to say. 

 

We give everything to God  ~  our commitment, our faith, our love, our loyalty, our devotion and then 

we can freely give any government taxes.  In fact when we do this we lose our resentment and our 

bitterness and our anger about paying taxes. Jesus’ response gives the people then and the people today 

spiritual freedom to put God first in our lives and to still be good citizens of this great country.   

 

Here is a painting by Peter Paul Rubens called “The Tribute Money,” painted around 1600 AD. 

 

You will notice that in the painting Jesus has one hand raised to heaven and the other hand touching the 

coin.  Rubens was a great storyteller.  Look at the men around Jesus. One of the aged apostles is beside him.  

The other men look confused, or refuse to accept Jesus’ words, or indifferent and turn away.  The bald 

Pharisee looks upon Jesus with disgust.  Jesus is taller than the others and nothing frightens him.  He holds 

his ground.  The man at the back in the turban is Rubens himself.  He is the observer and the story teller.   

 

We too can consider the message of Jesus with indifference, confusion, or anger.  We too can walk away.   

 

When we stay focused on the word, on the Lord, we become imitators of Christ and we receive the 

 



 

word with joy.  In the words of St. Paul writing to Christians in Thessalonika, we become examples of 

God’s grace.  We receive the gospel with hope and with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

God blesses us with wisdom as we understand that we give to God what belongs to God.  As all humanity 

is made in the image of God, that covers a lot of ground.  We strive to give God our best.  When we do 

this, our decisions become easier and everything we do and say is rooted in the knowledge that everything 

belongs to God.  Everything.  Each other, where we live, what we eat, what we wear.  Everything.   

 

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s 

and to God the things that are God’s.” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
  
6.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday Oct 24 & 25, 2020 “21st After Pentecost”  ~ 
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read these passages. If you don’t have a Bible they’re all accessible 
                         online.  The church uses the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) of the Bible. 

          
 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8  ~  Paul describes his ministry style with the Christians in Thessalonika, 

                                           Greece.  Paul writes “so deeply do we care for you.”  Isn’t that a 
                                        letter or an email or a text that we would all love to receive today?. 

 
  Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17  ~  The psalmist reminds us that God created the world and has been God 
                                       “from everlasting to everlasting.” 
 
  Matthew 24: 34-40  ~  Here is another question, asked by the religious leaders in the temple, in 

                                      their devious plot to entrap Jesus.  This question is about which 
                                    commandment of the Jewish people is the greatest. 

 
  
7.    Thank You For Your Financial Generosity To St. Paul’s  ~ 
 
Thank you for your ongoing financial support of St. Paul’s.  You are 
the reason why we are doing well, and able to pay all of our bills.  
No sleepless nights worrying about money and whether or not the 
church will be able to keep going during the pandemic.  We can and 
we are!!!   Thank you! 
 

    Your Wardens (Candace, Deborah, and Solade) 

      and Rector (Deborah+) 
 
Here’s a Note Of Thanks from Our Offering Secretary: 
 

To all our Electronic Supporters, EOP & Envelope Users, and other Supporters,  
 
First of all, I would like to thank our volunteer Treasurer Adrienne Davis for filling in for the 
Offering Counters, pulling double duty from March until September.  Processing all the offering 
envelopes dropped off in the church mail box or mailed in, noting whether cash or cheques, and 
completing the summary sheet and bank deposit during our COVID19 closure kept our financials 
up to date. 
 
Secondly, I thank all our Envelope users who delivered their offerings or mailed them in, all 
those who made their offering via bank e-transfers, and our EOP users who maintained their 
contributions. 
 



 
With all this co-operation, I was able to keep the Tax Receipt postings up to date.  This enabled 
me to total the tax forms up to the end of September, which helps with the year end and close 
off and preparation of my Vestry reports.  If you are able and in a position to contemplate or 
planning to attempt some ‘catch up,’ please use the balance of the October, November and 
December envelopes, or make an e-transfer at any time.  Thank you. 
 
Thanks again everyone for your stewardship during these trying past 6 months and thanks in 
advance for the remaining 3 months. 
 
Thanks and God bless, 

Ernie Tilbury, Offering Secretary 

    
More people are making their donations through e-transfers to (stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com).  
Your generosity is what is keeping us going.  Bless you!  Thank you!  E-transfers are deposited 
automatically into the church’s account.  Your donations are printed out and given to Ernie so he can 
issue a tax receipt at the end of the year for your entire 2020 Offerings. 

 
 
8.    The Last Laugh  ~      “A cheerful heart is good medicine.”  [Proverbs 7: 22]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning 
of bad 

behaviour
. . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Jesus commands us to love God and to love each 

other.  How well are we doing both? 
 

Following up on what I wrote about the upcoming 
scripture for this Sunday, I want you to know that I deeply care for each and every one of you.  You 

are the reason why I am delaying any plans for my retirement. Thank you for being YOU! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

 

             The Venerable Deborah Kraft                                  St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
 
       624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca              622-4945      stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca  
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