
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday June 2, 2019, 7th Sunday of Easter   ~ 
 

“An Exorcism, an Arrest, a Flogging, an Imprisonment, an Earthquake, and a Baptism” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the ascended Christ.  Amen. 

 

This morning I will be baptizing a girl who is nearly 10 years old.  Her name is Eden and she is a 

shepherd of God.  She asked her grandmother to start bringing her to church because Eden was 

taking singing lessons at St. Paul’s.  Eden and her grandmother Pat started coming to church several 

months ago.  Eden loves Jesus and is in our First Communion class.  She is responsible for bringing 

to church this morning 2 grandmothers, 1 great-grandmother, her mother, her father, her uncle, her 

sister, and some friends. 

   

Eden’s faith and commitment to action reminds me of the apostle Paul.  My prayer for her this day 

is that she will be blessed with the faith of Paul and the gifts of Paul.  Paul said to many people, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”  Paul said this to a jailor in the Greek town of 

Philippi where Paul was put in jail, along with his travelling companion Silas. 

 

Paul, Timothy, Luke and Silas were in the northern Greek town of Philippi.  Paul had already 

baptized Lydia and her household.  He meets a slave girl who is a fortune teller.  The Bible tells us 

that she makes a great deal of money for her owners.  This unnamed slave girl sees something very 

special in Paul.  She follows him around for many days, and cries out to everyone that Paul and his 

colleagues offer a way of salvation and are slaves of the most High God. 

   

Paul gets fed up with her constant talking and decides to do an exorcism.  He orders the evil spirit 

to come out of her in the name of Jesus Christ.  The girl stops being a fortune teller and now her 

owners have no way of making money off her.  She has lost her value.  We are left hanging.  What 

was her name?  Did she get baptized?  What happened to her?  Did her owners free her?  Kill her?  

Her story is lost to history . . . 

 

Paul and Silas are arrested.  Paul doesn’t tell 

anyone that he is actually a Roman citizen.  

Instead, he remains quiet and he and Silas 

are stripped naked and severely beaten.  

They are then thrown in jail.  They begin to 

pray and sing hymns.  At midnight there is 

an earthquake 

and the cell 

doors are 

opened and 

the chains are 

unfastened.  

The jailor 

wakes up and 

assumes that 

all the 

prisoners have 

escaped.  He is 

ready to 

commit suicide as it was unforgiveable for a jailor to lose his prisoners.  Paul tells him to “STOP!” 

Prison cell of St. Paul and Silas in 
Philippi, taken on our 2010 

pilgrimage to Greece & Turkey. 



and that all the prisoners are still there.  The jailor asks to be saved.  Paul then baptizes the jailor 

and his whole household, that very night. 

 

With a heart filled with Christ and with gratitude, the jailor then brings them to his home, cleanses 

their wounds from the beating and gives them food.  The jailor is now a believer in God. 

 

Paul and Silas are let go the next day.  Paul tells the magistrates that he and Silas are actually Roman 

citizens.  The magistrates are shocked and immediately apologize and release them.  They go to the 

“house church” in the home of Lydia and then leave the city of Philippi. 

 

What a story!  I believe that our ascended Lord, Jesus Christ, blesses us with the power and the 

strength to proclaim the gospel of salvation.  After Eden is baptized, she, like us, will become the 

hands of Christ, the eyes of Christ, the heart of Christ, the ears of Christ.   

 

God is already using Eden to bring people to Christ.   

 

Paul experienced really difficult times.  May you and I imitate Paul and be able to sing and praise 

God through the most challenging times in our lives.  I presided at a funeral this week for a man 

who died in a sporting accident.  I watched his wife and family sing and praise and laugh in the 

midst of their tears and in the midst of their pain.  The next time you are facing painful 

circumstances where you feel you have been stripped naked, beaten and imprisoned, may you 

know that God will open our prison doors and bring us out into the light of his kingdom. 

 

An exorcism, an arrest, a flogging, an imprisonment, an earthquake, and a baptism. 

 

Which one of these gives you power and freedom?   

 

Amen.  

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


