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Our beloved sister in Christ, Charlene Scriver:  parishioner, Lay Reader, 

Ambassador, Seminary student, Priest, and friend.  
 

“Ambassador for Christ”  ~  2 Corinthians 5: 20 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“Each day is a new opportunity to live out God’s plan for us.”  
 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~  
 
Rest In Peace Reverend Charlene  ~ 

 Beloved Priest and Friend . . . 
 
Faith in Action.  Here is Charlene, wearing our 
Deanery T-shirt, at the annual ‘Deanery BBQ’ 
at Shelter House, put on by all the Thunder 
Bay – North Shore Anglicans every year. 
 
It has been a painful and sad week.  When 
someone we love dies, we are taken aback and 
filled with sorrow.  Rev. Charlene was a gift to 
me personally and a gift to many of you who 
are reading the Ambassador.  She was always 
smiling and always ready to lend a helping 
hand.  When I arrived at St. Paul’s in 2005, 
Charlene was a parishioner.  She then became a 
Lay Reader and acted upon her call to the 
priesthood.  Charlene walked the talk.  She sold 
her condo, put her furniture into storage, and 
then went to seminary at Trinity College 
(University of Toronto) for 3 full years, where 
she excelled and was loved by all.  She 
graduated with an M.Div., came back home, 
and became the Rector of West Thunder Bay 
(St. Mark’s and St. James).  Last year, Charlene 
moved to St. Michael and All Angels as their 
new Rector.   
 
Here is the sermon that I preached just a year 
ago at her Celebration of New Ministry service 
at St. Michael’s. 
…………………………….  

Sunday, October 14, 2018, Pentecost 21:  The Celebration of New Ministry with The Reverend 
Charlene Scriver and St. Michael and All Angels  ~  “Integrity and Humility” 

 
O Lord, take our minds and think with them.  Take our ears and hear with them. 

Take our lips and speak with them.  Take our hands and touch with them. 
Take our hearts and set them on fire.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
I am happy to be here at St. Michael’s and celebrate this new ministry between Rev. Charlene and 
St. Michael’s.  I bring you greetings and blessings from Archbishop Anne, the new Metropolitan for 
the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario and the Archbishop of Algoma. The entire province, consisting 
of 7 dioceses, is blessed to have Archbishop Anne as the head. 
 
St. Michael’s has always felt like home.  Our youngest son Thomas was baptized here by Archdeacon 
Conliffe, and Deborah de Bakker and I were the Sunday School Co-ordinators in the mid to late 80’s.  
 
I am thankful that you are returning to a full-time priest and my prayer, on behalf of Archbishop 
Anne, Archdeacon Harry and the synod office, is that you will soon be offering your new incumbent a 
full-time stipend.  I feel strongly that with Rev. Charlene as your new Rector and with the charisma 
of the good people at St. Michael’s you will grow in vitality and in strength and in discipleship, with 
a new and a deeper commitment to our Lord and Saviour Jesus.  Discipleship first and foremost. 
 
Last Sunday morning a mother went in to wake up her son for him to ready himself for the 8:30 am 
service at church, and she was shocked when her son replied, “I’m not going.”  “Why not?” the 
mother asked. “I'll give you two good reasons,” he said. “One, they don't like me, and two, I don't 
like them.”. . .  His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why you SHOULD go to 
church:  One, you're 59 years old, and two, you're the rector!" 
 
There is truth and there is pain in this story.  Your relationship with your incumbent is about 
reaching out to her with love, with understanding, and with forgiveness.  There will be times when 



you won’t understand her and she won’t understand you.  I ask you to be kind to her, to give her the 
benefit of the doubt, to think the best of her, and to forgive her.  I know in my heart that Rev. 
Charlene will do the same for you.  Live the gospel as a disciple. 
 
I have known Rev. Charlene for many years, before she became a Lay Reader, before she pursued 
her call to ordained ministry, and before she went to seminary at Trinity College at the University of 
Toronto.  I have always been touched by her many gifts for parish ministry.  I love her deep faith, 
and her sense of fun.  This is a priest who doesn’t take herself too seriously! 
 
Our Old Testament scripture for today is from the book of Job, a very long book in the Bible.  All of 
our October Old Testament readings are from Job.  This book has much to teach us. 
   
The book of Job is an extended debate on why suffering happens, and the book includes themes of 
integrity, humility, self-control and discipline.  We all know about the patience of Job.  In fact that 
saying is still popular today, thousands of years later.  We all know about the suffering of Job.  What 
we often forgot about is the integrity of Job. 
 
Job faced every possible calamity and misfortune.  First, he lost all of his oxen and donkeys to an 
invading tribe.  Then, all of his servants were murdered.  Then, all his sons and daughters were 
killed when a windstorm collapsed the house where everyone was feasting.  Finally, Satan afflicted 
Job with “loathsome” sores “from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head.”  Job had been 
brought very low and he took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it while he sat 
among the ashes. 
   
Job has hit rock bottom.  He had owned 7,000 sheep and 3,000 camels, 500 oxen, 500 donkeys, and 
many servants.  He had lost all 7 of his sons and daughters.  If any man could be pardoned for turning 
away from God, and forgetting his principles it would be Job.  Even his wife chastised him for 
maintaining his integrity and not cursing God.  His wife said, “Do you still persist in your integrity?”  
Job answered her, “You speak foolishness.  Should we not accept the good along with the bad 
from God?”  Throughout all of his suffering, Job maintains his integrity.  At one point, Job cries out, 
“as long as my breath is within me . . . I will not put away my integrity from me.” (Job 27). 
 
Rev. Charlene has undergone many trials, not as devastating as Job’s, but still serious.  Her Church 
Army husband Ernie died suddenly in 1993 and she was left to raise her 3 teen-age sons, Jason, 
Stephen, and Phil.  She walked in faith and sold everything so she could attend 3 years of seminary 
in Toronto and receive her M. Div. (Masters of Divinity) degree. 
 
Like Job, I have watched Charlene maintain her integrity at all times and in all places.  This is an 
incumbent you will be able to follow joyfully, and I encourage you to model her. 
 
Job had another quality that I also see in Charlene.  He was strong enough to admit his 
imperfections.  In a conversation with God, Job says that “I am of small account, what shall I 
answer you? . . .  I lay my hand on my mouth.”  (Job 40:3).  Job is acknowledging that he is 
unworthy, and that he can’t even reply to God so he covers his mouth with his hand.  Job has 
humility and he “repents in dust and ashes.” (Job 42: 6). 
 
I have heard Charlene make these comments and this is through her strength.  “I am sorry.  I was 
wrong.  I apologize.” 
 
With Charlene as your incumbent, you will journey together to the cross of Christ where you will find 
your salvation.  In the words of the Letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 4;16), you will “approach the 
throne of grace with boldness so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 
Truly, I am excited for the future of St. Michael’s.  Like Job and like Charlene, I encourage you to 
walk with integrity and with humility.  Each and every day.  No matter what the circumstances are 
or the number of calamities you are facing.  Forever and ever.  Amen.  
……………………………. 
 
Rev. Charlene was embraced by both faith communities that she served, and her passing has hit the 
parishioners, that she loved and nurtured, very hard.   
 
We must all carry on Charlene’s legacy of faith in action, compassion, and kindness. 
 
I am reminded of the famous quote from one of my favourite movies, Shawshank Redemption.  Andy 
Dufresne says to his pal Red: 

Get busy living or get busy dying. 



This is how Charlene lived.  Her deep and abiding faith was turned into action every day, “Be doers 
of the word and not merely hearers.”  (James 1: 22).  None of us know how much time we have 
left on our earthly pilgrimage.  Use her legacy to forgive, to reconcile, to put your plans into action.  
Embrace life and look for signs of God’s presence and JOY every day.  Charlene got busy living. 
 
We commend to the hands of our merciful Saviour, God’s beloved child.  With our Saviour’s eternal 
promise of salvation, we know that our sister Charlene has been received “into the arms of God’s 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints 
in light.”  (BAS p. 595) 
 
We are coming up to All Saints (November 1), and I will certainly be including Charlene among the 
saints in light.  Her funeral will be at St. Michael’s on Monday morning, October 28 at 11:00 am 
with Archbishop Anne Germond presiding and celebrating Holy Communion. 
 
May the Lord comfort and bless all who are grieving for Charlene and other loved ones, whom the 
Lord has taken home. 
 
‘Rest Eternal Grant Unto Elizabeth, O Lord, and May Light Perpetual Shine Upon Her’ 
 
I am also grieving the passing of Elizabeth Dougall, sister of Margie O’Brien, and mother of Kirsten 
Dougall.  Her funeral will be at St. Paul’s on Friday afternoon, November 8 at 2:00 pm.  Elizabeth 
was warm, capable, and generous and gave her all to the community of Thunder Bay. 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 
 
2.    What’s On This Week  ~  
 
TONIGHT! THURSDAY  October 24  ~  

 Youth Group ‘Halloween Party’  ~  6:30pm 
All youth 12+ are invited to come out for some spooky fun.  Wear a 
costume, bring a friend! 

 
TOMORROW! FRIDAY  October 25  ~  

 Youth Group ‘Over-Nighter’  ~  6:30pm – Sat Oct 26, 8:30pm  
MEET AT “THE GAMESHELF” at 6:30pm Friday; pickup is here 
Saturday night!  Open to all youth 12+; bring a friend!  For details, 
contact Jen at 627-2527. 

 
THIS SATURDAY October 26  ~ 
 

 Men’s Breakfast  ~  8:45 – 10:30am  ‘FOOD For The SOUL’ 
                                                               MONTHLY EVENT 
Start your weekend off right with a great hot breakfast and 
local hot topic!  Freewill Offering, Guest Speaker.  All guys 
invited; bring a friend and come enjoy ‘Thunder Bay’s Best 
Coffee’ [St. Paul Roastery, 2017 & 2018 winner of Walleye 
poll.]  NO NEED TO REGISTER!  
 

 ‘Kool Kids Knit’  ~  10:30am  – 11:45am  ‘FOOD For The SOUL’ MONTHLY WORKSHOP 
Hands-on instruction for beginners.  Freewill Offering for Mission To Seafarers. 
NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop in.   
 

 ‘Why Knot Knit?!’  ~  12 Noon – 2:30pm  ‘FOOD For The SOUL’ MONTHLY WORKSHOP 
Newbies encouraged, pros welcome!  Freewill Offering for Mission To Seafarers. 
NO NEED TO REGISTER!  Drop in.   
 

 ‘Praise & Worship’ 35 Minute Service  ~  5:00 pm  
“1 Minute Message,” full communion, and uplifting music by our 
Ambassadors Praise Band mark this family-friendly service. 
Come and join us and make a joyful noise! 



THIS SUNDAY October 27  ~   
 

 ‘All Hallows Even’ Service  ~  10:00am Worship 
 
Wear a costume!  [No witches or devils, please!]    ‘Jack-o-Lantern’ 
Children’s Talk and Sunday School Halloween Party.  Come discover 
the Christian roots of Halloween and why Christians are like pumpkins. 

  
 ‘Diabetes Meal Prep’  ~  1:00 – 3:00pm   ‘FOOD for the SOUL’ 

WORKSHOP  
FREE!  Come and get some pro tips for choosing recipes and prepping 
and storing delicious meals on a tight schedule.  Includes a collection of recipes from ‘Do or 
Diabetes’ Cooking Classes to try at home.  No experience needed and NO COST for materials, 
just bring a food donation for RFDA.   RESGISTER with Laurie 707-3048 or @ 
foodforthesoul@tbaytel.net.  

 
NEXT MONDAY October 28   ~   
 

 Memorial Service for The Rev. Charlene Scriver  ~  11:00am St. Michael’s 
 
A celebration for the gift of the life of our beloved sister in Christ.  
Archbishop Anne Germond will preside and celebrate Holy Communion.  
Luncheon to follow; all welcome.  

 
 Tithing Committee Meeting  ~  7:00pm 

 
NEXT TUESDAY October 29   ~  
 

 ‘Plastic Bag Mats for The Homeless’  ~  6:00pm  ‘FOOD For The SOUL’ 
         MONTHLY WORKSHOP 

Easy and fun, and each sleeping mat we make for the homeless keeps 700 bags out of the 
landfill while helping our neighbours have a more comfortable night.  Come ‘plarn’ with us! 

  
 Christian Book Club  ~  6:30pm   ‘FOOD for the SOUL’ WORKSHOP 

 
*DATE CHANGE* for THIS MONTH ONLY!  We’re meeting a day later than our usual ‘last  
Monday of the month.’   Come share a cup of tea and a few laughs as we talk about the books 
we have read.  All welcome; bring a friend!  

 
 Confirmation Class  ~  7:00pm 

 
 
3.    My Sermon from last Sunday October 20, 2019, 19th after Pentecost  ~  “Personal Responsibility” 

 
Through the written word, and through the spoken word, 

may we know your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Whenever I go up to a strange dog, I first put my hand out and let the dog sniff it.  I also keep an eye 
on their teeth.  If a dog is starting to get aggressive, they curl back their lips and show their teeth.  
That means the dog is getting ready to snap.   
 
Now isn’t it interesting that when humans show their teeth, it is something positive and it is usually 
done in conjunction with smiling? 
 
Teeth.  I want you to be thinking about ‘teeth’ today.  
 
There are many jokes about teeth.  Here is one from a time when most elderly people had dentures 
. . .  Two octogenarians, a husband and wife, were sitting together on a porch swing.  The wife says 
to her husband, “There was a time when you would hold my hand.”  Her husband reached out to 
take her hand.  Then his wife said, “There was a time when you would kiss me on my cheek.”  He 
gently kissed her on her cheek.  Then she said, “And there was a time when you would nibble my 
ear.”  Her husband looked startled and then suddenly got up to leave the room.  His wife said, 
“What’s going on and where are you going?”  He replied, “I have to go get my teeth!” 
 
The Bible contains many mentions of teeth and usually these mentions of teeth are in association 
with pain, with anxiety, and with anger. 

mailto:foodforthesoul@tbaytel.net


In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus refers several times to God’s eternal punishment and when that happens, 
the doomed people will respond with “weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  ‘Gnashing’ means 
‘grinding,’ and if people grind their teeth at night, that is often due to fear and to anxiety. 
 
Two of the major Old Testament prophets, Ezekiel and Jeremiah, refer to a proverb that was 
popular at the time (6th century BCE).  And yes, this proverb mentions teeth.  Here is the proverb: 
  

“The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 
(Ezekiel 18:2 and Jeremiah 31:29). 

 
This proverb was probably used by the Hebrew exiles in Babylon who were trying to remove 
themselves from responsibility for their unfortunate situation.  Both Ezekiel and Jeremiah were 
writing to the Hebrew exiles. 
 
The proverb is saying that the children suffer the consequences of their parents' actions. This means that 
the problems of the exiles are not due to any of their own faults, but due to the sins of their ancestors.   
 
Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel hear the voice of God saying that this proverb no longer applies.  “They 
shall no longer say” this proverb (Jeremiah 31:29).  Both prophets are rejecting the proverb. 
 
Why does God reject this proverb?  After all we do know that there is meaning and truth in this 
proverb.  One generation’s sins can show up in the suffering of the next generation.  The reality is 
that we are very much the product of our upbringing and of our environment.  
 
For example, issues of anger, alcoholism, drug abuse, domestic violence, sexual abuse, lack of love, 
will of course have an impact on the next generation.  People can and do suffer the consequences of 
their parents’ sins, and it can have a trickle-down affect which touches more than one generation. 
We know that children who have been abused are more likely to become abusers themselves.   
 
We watched the Anglican Church of Canada film, The Doctrine of Discovery this week in the parish, 
and we know that the survivors of residential schools have passed on trauma to their children and 
subsequent generations. 
 
But the reason God, through his prophet Jeremiah, rejects this proverb, is because he is calling us to 
take personal responsibility for our sins.  We are called to take personal responsibility for our own 
actions, to recognize the times when we turn away from God, and not blame others for our mistakes 
or our current circumstances. 
 
Although we may be influenced by our past, the message of this passage is that we will not suffer for 
the sins of our parent’s wickedness. 
 
There is a distinct advantage to God’s rejection of this proverb.  It used to be believed that 
subsequent generations would be punished for the sins of the parents and grandparents.  If children 
were suffering bad health or misfortune or were born with genetic problems, it was because of the 
sins of the parents.  The punishment was inflicted upon the children. 
 
God is clearly rejecting this interpretation.  We are not responsible for the sins of our ancestors.  
There are no intergenerational curses. 
 
In this passage God calls us to take responsibility for our own actions and lives, and not to blame 
others for our mistakes.  God calls us to be responsible.  To bring our lives into the light of God, to 
examine what areas of our lives we need to turn over to God.  This is the law of love, the law that 
the prophet Jeremiah says that God will write upon the hearts of the people.  When laws are written 
upon our hearts, they are written with love and with grace. 
 
We get the strength to be personally responsible through turning to God.  In the words of Jesus in his 
teaching through the Parable of the Unjust Judge (Luke 18:1-8), Jesus speaks to us about the justice 
of God, how we can trust God to listen to us and to be with us.  God hears our yearnings and our 
passions and our cries and all our prayers.  God helps us and listens to us and answers our prayers.   
 

“The parents eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 
 
‘No more,’ says the prophet Jeremiah.  No more intergenerational curses.  No more blaming our 
parents for our actions.  
 
All of us are responsible for our own sins and if we eat sour grapes, then our own teeth shall be set 
on edge. 



Through God’s love, we experience the new life, the redemptive power of Christ’s love that blesses 
us and transforms us.  We are no longer passive instruments who believe that nothing can change 
about our current situation.  We are now longer chained by our parents’ transgressions.  
 
We are Christ’s Ambassadors and we turn from eating sour grapes.  Our teeth will not gnash and will 
not be set on edge. 
 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+  
 

 
4.    Scriptures for this Sat & Sunday Oct 26 & 27, 2019   ~  20th after Pentecost & “All Hallows” 
 

Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before church. 
 
 Joel 2: 23-32  ~  The prophet uses RAIN as a sign of God’s providence.  
 Psalm 65  ~  When we are forgiven by God, we are overwhelmed by the goodness of God’s 

 gifts of creation.  
 2 Timothy 4: 5-8, 16-18  ~  This inspirational passage reminds us of the “crown of righteousness” 

 which our beloved Charlene has received.  
 Luke 18: 9-14  ~  Jesus tells a parable, “The parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector” 

        that illustrates the dangers of pride.  
 

 
5.    The Last Laugh  ~  "A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 
                                                     [Proverbs 7: 22] 

 
 

Humility 
101 . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
Are you humble?  

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector and Archdeacon”    

 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft            624-7161            stpauls.rector@shaw.ca  
St. Paul’s Anglican Church     622-4945     stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca     stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
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