
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday January 20, 2019  ~  2nd Sunday after Epiphany   ~  “To The Brim” 
 

O Lord, you are the fountain of life and we bless you and we thank you, 

in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

When I was a little girl, we had a cottage near Parry Sound.  This old camp was built in the 1920s and 

was on a little lake called Mill Lake.  As we moved so frequently when I was a child, the cottage was my 

place of stability and I loved it, outhouse and all.  We had no running water but we had a manual 

pump which was connected to a natural spring with the coldest and most delicious water that I have 

ever tasted.  I remember the joy I experienced coming in from playing and holding a little tin cup under 

the pump spout, moving the handle up and down vigorously and waiting for the cold water to gush 

out.  The water supply was limitless.  Refreshing, and welcomed.  Just like the love of God. 

 

The psalmist refers to God’s love as the “fountain of life.”  (Psalm 36;9).  God’s love brings renewal to 

our tired and thirsty souls.  We are so used to rationing our resources, our money, our time that we 

often find it difficult to understand and accept God’s abundant love, and to give that love to others. 

 

“They have no wine”  (John 2:3).  What an 

interesting comment from Jesus’ mother 

Mary to her son.  Jesus and his newly-

appointed disciples have been invited to a 

wedding in a town called Cana.  We do not 

know who the bridal couple is, and how 

Jesus came to know them.  We do know 

that Mary has noticed a stressful situation.  

There is no wine left and the guests need 

wine!  Jesus replies back to his mother that 

she doesn’t need to be bothered about this.  

Mary then turns to the servants and tells 

them to do what her son will be instructing 

them.  “Do something” a mother tells her 

son.  This is the recording of an intimate 

conversation between mother and child.   

Jesus notices 6 large jars, used not for holding drinking water but water for washing the body as part 

of Jewish purification rites.  Jesus tells the servants to fill the jars up with water.  Each jar holds 20 or 

30 gallons.  Imagine the time it would have taken to fill the jars, by hand.  The servants would have 

to go to a well and get the water, and pour it into the large stone jars.   Jesus tells them to fill up each 

jar “to the brim.”  So now we have nearly 180 gallons of water or over 680 litres of water!!  A 

massive amount of liquid! 

 

What happens next?  Jesus tells them to take out a sample and give it to the “chief steward.”  He 

would have been like the butler or the ‘party planner.’  The water is no longer water.  It has become 

the very best of wine.  What a moment!  The guests were thrilled.  I can see Mary sitting back relaxing 

and thinking to herself  ~  “I knew my son would save the day.” 

 

The gospel of John does not include any of the parables of Jesus.  Instead, John wrote his gospel with 

one purpose in mind  ~  to reveal the glory of Christ and to show his divinity.  The gospel includes 7 

Signs and the changing of water into wine at the wedding in Cana is the first.  The other 6 signs include:  

The feeding of the 5000, Jesus walking on water, and the raising of Lazarus.  A “sign” is John’s word for 

a miracle.  And this first sign in the gospel, is an over-the-top miracle of huge proportions. 



 

We all love this miracle story.  God’s love for us is the fountain of life and God’s love is abundant, 

extravagant and luscious.  It fills us up to the brim.  It is not rationed or limited or given to just a few.  

It is given to each and every wedding guest.  

 

The 6 jars were filled with water, and traditionally used to separate the clean from the unclean.  Jesus 

uses them to bring everyone together. 

 

We don’t stop at the miracle, no matter how 

exciting it is to think of Jesus turning water into 

wine.  We look at this miracle as a sign that points 

us to Christ. 

 

We are in the middle of the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity.  This week always goes from 

January 18 until January 26.  We pray to be one.  

We pray for unity.  This afternoon (Sunday, 

January 20, 2019 at 3 pm) we will meet together 

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  We will worship 

together and we will look for signs that point us 

to Christ, signs that reveal the glory of God. 

 

When I drive around Thunder Bay, I am always looking for signs, not to stop at them but they point 

the way to where I need to go.  When I go into a long-term care home or the hospital to visit one of 

you, I am always looking for a sign ~ a floor, a room number, a name outside of the door.  I don’t 

stop at the sign but use the sign as a marker to reveal who I need to see.   

 

One of the first things that the British did during World War II in 1940 was to remove all the signs 

pointing to villages and towns because of the threat of an invasion. 

 

I have sometimes been confused by signs.  In Canada when I am walking to a specific departure gate 

in an airport terminal I notice that the arrow points up which means to walk straight ahead, not to go 

one floor higher.  At many European airport terminals, the airport points down and that doesn’t 

mean to go downstairs but to continue straight ahead.  If I didn’t know the sign or how to interpret 

the sign, I would be completely lost or go in the wrong direction. 

 

If we don’t get to know the wonder of Jesus, if we don’t pray, worship together, sing songs of praise, 

receive the eucharist, we will not understand the signs that point to Jesus as our Saviour.  The signs 

reveal his glory. 

   

We can trust in this Jesus, just as the disciples did.  We can believe in this Jesus who turned water into 

wine.  We can leave this place this day, filled to the brim with grace, and be the fountain of life that 

reveals God’s glory.  Gushing, bountiful, abundant, extravagant life.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah + 

 


