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~  Friday May 29, 2020  ~ 
 

 
 
 

Garden Committee 
members Marshall & 
Lynda Farquharson 
and Alison Arthur 

practise social 
distancing at last 

weekend’s “Garden 
Bee.”  Our church 
gardens are looking 
wonderful after a 

thorough spring clean 
and the two planters 
by the back door are 
especially welcoming.  

Great job, Green 
Thumbs! 

 
 
 

“Ambassadors 
for Christ”  

~ 2 Corinthians 5:20 ~ 
 
 

 
  

A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   
 

Bethlehem was God with us, 
Calvary was God for us, 

and Pentecost is God in us.  
 

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
for parish life photos & MORE 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 
“Drive-By Blessings” BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
 
At our last Advisory Board meeting via ZOOM, it was decided that I would offer Drive-by 
Blessings for Pentecost this Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Here is WHEN IT WILL HAPPEN:  

 4 pm – 5 pm, Saturday, May 30 
with myself, Deacon Anne, and Rector’s Warden Candace LaFrance 

    OR 

 11:30 am – 12:30 pm Sunday, May 31 with myself and People’s Warden, Deborah Victor 
 
Here’s HOW IT WILL WORK:  

 Drive by the front of the church on Ridgeway Street, either direction 

 Myself and a Warden will be standing in the middle of the road 

 Stop and roll down your window 

 I will maintain social distancing and bless you while wearing a mask 

 You may recieve a ‘Mustard Seed’ wallet-size card through our “touchless” delivery system! 

 
Please Keep Sending Your GRATITUDE PRAYERS & PETITIONS  
Please let me know who you would like me to pray for and 
what you are grateful for each week so I can include them in 
our worship.  Email me (stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca) or 
call/text me on my cell (807-624-7161). 
 
I develop a NEW LIST each week.  You are welcome to 
repeat your prayer desires.  On Sunday morning, I include 
everything that I have received as of FRIDAY AT 12 NOON. 
 

Mark 11: 24   “Whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe you have received it, and it will be yours.” 

 
And Don’t Forget Your HYMN REQUESTS!  
Jouni and I have been enjoying singing your Hymn Requests each 
week.  Please keep them coming!  Just let me know which hymn 
you’d like to hear and I promise to include your favourites.  You may 
email me (stpaulsanglicanchurch@shaw.ca) or call/text me on my 
cell (807-624-7161).   
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

 
2.    “Wally Learns To Be Patient’’ NOW PLAYING!  ~   
 
Editor’s Note:  Our dog ‘Nunzio’ met Wally Kraft last 
spring when she was just a tiny puppy and went from 
terrified to “super-fan” in less than a minute.  Whenever 
they’re together, Nunzio lets Wally take charge.  She loves to run circles around him to get him to play 
while he tries to be a dignified ‘alpha male’ and ignore her.  She only stops when Wally finally gets mad! 
 
Nunzio likes to watch church on YouTube Sunday mornings as she is always expecting to see Wally 
whenever she sees Archdeacon Deborah.  She gets really excited when the service includes a video of 
Wally; she’s convinced he’s going to jump out of the TV and play with her.  Wally’s latest ‘feature’ is now 
on YouTube and we plan to show her this one repeatedly to help her learn the ‘nose’ trick.  She’s learned all 
the other ones.  [Watch the video to see what I’m talking about.] 
 
Meanwhile, here’s Wally Kraft looking pretty smug that those brown patches all over the front lawn are 
nothing to do with him!  [Read Archdeacon’s “Thursday Thoughts” for the rest of the story.] 



 
 
3.    ‘Blessing Box’ DONATIONS with “DRIVE-BY”  ~   
 
THANK YOU to all who help supply groceries and personal items for our Blessing Box. 
 
Because the regular times to drop off food for the Blessing Box overlap with THIS WEEKEND’S 
PENTECOST “DRIVE-BY BLESSINGS,” we’d ask you to please bring any donations with you when you 
come to the “drive-by,” and someone will accept them from you.  We won’t open the church for 
donations this Saturday.  Thank you so much. 
 
We’ll return to regular Blessing Box supply drop-off times the following weekend, June 5th and 6th. 
 

 
 
3.    Worship With Us or Watch Any Time  ~  
 
We offer FIVE Worship Services each week:   
 
 Fridays at 9am on ZOOM  Here’s the LINK: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694631162?pwd=SVRqcGdt
dzdqS3NoalZ5am11R2VBQT09 
  
      and our 4 Livestream services  ~   

 Fridays at Noon on FACEBOOK  Here’s the LINK: 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/1144883205537975?view=permalink&id=4207803235912608 

 

 Saturdays at 5pm ‘Praise & Worship’ 

 Sundays at 10am  Morning Prayer  

 Sundays at 11am  Children’s Service    on YOUTUBE 
 
  Here’s the LINK:  https://www.youtube.com/  
  Once you’re on YouTube, search “St. Paul’s Media” and click on our                          symbol   

 
I love staying connected with you by live-streaming all our services.  Now my ‘Children’s Talk’ is part 
of our NEW ‘Children’s Service,’ streamed separately right after our regular Sunday Service. 
 
“Virtual community” is ONE CLICK AWAY!  We’re all in this together; come and worship and find 
strength for whatever you are facing by being together in spirit.  (Those of you not able to join us at 
the above times can watch our services anytime on our “St. Paul’s Media” YouTube channel.)  

 
 
4.    My Sermon From Last Sunday May 24, 2020 ‘Ascension Sunday’  ~  “Waiting For God” 

 

I speak to you in the name of the ascended Christ.  Amen. 

 

If you were to name some of the great festivals in the Christian Church, which ones would you name? 

 

Probably Christmas, then Easter, then Pentecost.  What about “Ascension”?  The season of Easter is 50 

days long and it is marked by a significant festival 10 days before the end of Eastertide.  That is Ascension.  

It always takes place on a Thursday, 10 days before the end of the Easter season on the Day of Pentecost.   

 

Just 3 days ago, on May 21, 2020, we celebrated the Ascension of Christ.  And yes, that is another great 

festival in the church.  The Ascension of Christ took place 40 days after the resurrection, when Jesus 

ascended into heaven to be with God, and to rule with glory and with power.   

 

There is good news in the Ascension.  The Gospel of Luke records that Jesus “withdrew from them and 

was carried up into heaven.”  (Luke 24:51).  Ascension shows that heaven is a real place! 

 

In our Christian calendar, we remember Christ’s Ascension each and every year.  It marks the time when 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694631162?pwd=SVRqcGdtdzdqS3NoalZ5am11R2VBQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85694631162?pwd=SVRqcGdtdzdqS3NoalZ5am11R2VBQT09
https://m.facebook.com/groups/1144883205537975?view=permalink&id=4207803235912608
https://www.youtube.com/


the followers of Jesus stopped seeing, 

speaking with and eating with the risen 

Christ.  Those days ended forever.  No 

more shore lunches on the beach on 

the Sea of Galilee.  No more 

conversations with Thomas in the 

upper room in Jerusalem.  No more 

dialogues and breaking of bread with 

the couple from Emmaus.  Those days 

were over. 

 

In the Apostles’ Creed, we say this 

significant event very quickly and 

without any separation: 

 

“The third day he rose again from the dead.”   

 

And then without a pause or any mention of the 40 days of post-resurrection appearances, the next line 

in the Apostles Creed is: 

 

“He ascended into heaven.” 

 

To do what? 

 

“And is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.” 

 

What happened is very significant for Christians.  Jesus is Lord.  And Jesus is one with God.   

 

Just before his Ascension into heaven, Jesus told his followers to wait and to stay together in the upper 

room in Jerusalem until the power of the Holy Spirit comes to them.  We know that this will happen in 

just 10 days times but the disciples had no idea when they would be, in the words of Jesus, “clothed with 

power from on high.”  (Luke 24: 49) 

 

The risen Christ tells them to wait for signs of his presence.  It is difficult to wait, even when we know the 

outcome  ~  the end of exams, the beginning of a trip (in the good old days before COVID-19).  It is so 

much harder to wait when we don’t know when something will happen.  When will COVID-19 end?  

When will we have a vaccine?  When can we start travelling again? 

 

Waiting for God, waiting for signs of the presence of God is not always easy.  The risen Christ would 

never be seen again in the flesh.  Those days were over and that must have been very difficult for the 

followers of Jesus.  Was he lost to them forever?  Would they ever find him again? 

 

Here is what the English theologian and priest of the 1800’s, John Henry Newman, said in a sermon 

about the Ascension and about what it meant: 



 

“We have lost Christ and we have found him.  We see him not.  Yet we discern him.” 

 

Jouni has told me the story of saying good-bye to his grandparents in Finland.  It was June 1953.  Jouni 

was 5 years old and he was getting ready to travel to Canada, along with his parents, two sisters and one 

brother.  He said good-bye to his grandparents and even as a five year old, he knew that it was a 

momentous farewell and that he would probably never see them again in the flesh.  Travel was very 

expensive in the 50’s.  Little Jouni never did see them again.  But he had signs of their presence in a new 

way.  They sent letters and cards, and one wonderful year, they sent an audio tape of their voices.  That 

tape was so precious to the Kraft family that they still have it today.  They would listen to it over and 

over again.  When the family could afford to travel back to Finland nearly 25 years later, the 

grandparents had all died.  But the family visited their graves and the places where they lived and 

worked and worshipped. 

 

Waiting for news from home was not easy for the family but they had their deep Christian faith which 

carried them through the tough times.  

 

There is a story of a man who was 

caught in a dangerous flood in his 

community.  Everyone had left their 

homes except this man.  He went up to 

his roof and started to pray and to wait 

for God . . .  “Please Lord, I am waiting 

for you to come and rescue me.”  As 

the waters got higher, the man prayed 

harder.  Then, a small dinghy came by 

and the man in this little boat offered 

to rescue the man. “Come get into my 

boat.  I can save you.”  The man on the 

roof said, “No thank you.  I am waiting for God.”  So the man in the dinghy left.  About 15 minutes 

later, a power boat came by and the driver on the boat said, “Please come to me.  The water is almost at 

your roof.  You will drown and I have life jackets.”  The man on the roof said, “No thank you.  I am 

waiting for God to come and save me.”  The boat driver shrugged her shoulders and pleaded with him 

to come into her boat.  Eventually she gave up and left.  Then half an hour later, a helicopter flew over 

the house and let down a rope ladder and called out to the man.  “We are here to save you.  Grab the 

rope and climb up the ladder.”  Once again, the man said, “I am waiting for God.”  And he kept praying 

as the helicopter flew away.  You can guess what happened.  The waters got higher and higher and the 

 

man drowned.  When he arrived in heaven, he was met by God and he cried out to God, “I prayed so 

hard.  I waited so long. Why didn’t you rescue me?”  God replied, “But I tried 3 times.  First, I sent a 

little dinghy and you wouldn’t take that.  Then, I sent a powerboat and you wouldn’t take that.  Finally, 

I sent a helicopter and you still said no.” 

 

Sometimes when we are waiting for God, we are expecting something supernatural to happen.  

Something larger than life.  But often God appears to us in daily grace notes of life, small moments that 

we need to be alert to, to discern, and to pay attention to. 

 

When we wait for God, we are obedient to God.  We are practicing spiritual disciplines that will teach us 

patience.  We learn to see the world in a whole new way.  I am deeply moved by your light and by your 

patience in how we have been ‘doing church’ over (can you believe it?) the past two and a half months. 

God never appeared to the earliest followers in the same way again as when Jesus spent 3 years with 

them and then 40 days of post-resurrection appearances, but they would soon receive power from on 



high and begin to be Christ’s hands, eyes, ears, minds, mouths here on earth.  They were Christ’s 

witnesses then, just as you and I are called to be Christ’s witnesses today. 

 

We don’t know what the future 

will hold for us but we do know 

that the promises of God are 

trustworthy and true.  

 

And in the meantime, in the 

waiting, (in the words of the 

psalmist from Psalm 47), we “sing 

praises to God, for God is the King 

of all the earth.” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

 
5.    Scriptures for this Saturday & Sunday May 30 & 31, 2020 ‘The Day of Pentecost’  ~   
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read this Sunday’s Scripture before watching our livestream.   

          
  Acts 2: 1-21  ~  Luke writes about the coming of the Holy Spirit upon all the believers who were 

gathered together in the upper room in Jerusalem.  The passage then moves on 
to Apostle Peter addressing the crowd at 9 am in the morning. 

 
  Psalm 104: 25-35 ~  The psalmist sings praises to God who “renews the face of the ground.” 

 
  1 Corinthians 12: 3B-13  ~  We are each given spiritual gifts for the “common good.” 

   
  John 17: 37-39  ~  Jesus says that when we believe in him, out of our hearts will flow “rivers 

    of living water.” 

 
 
6.    The Last Laugh  ~             "A cheerful heart is good 
                                            medicine.”  [Proverbs 7: 22]  

 
 
 
 
 

“Lost In 
Translation . . .” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
May the Lord bless you with the power of the Holy Spirit and 

may your heart overflow with a RIVER of living water. 
 
  

 
Archdeacon Deborah+  “The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

The Venerable Deborah Kraft      St. Paul’s Anglican Church      624-7161      stpauls.rector@shaw.ca 
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